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THE WASHINGTON TIMES

In a battle of snubs, President Trump outbid 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi on Thursday, canceling 
her plans to use an Air Force jet to lead a delegation 
of lawmakers on a trip to Brussels and Afghanistan.

The move was apparent retaliation for Mrs. 
Pelosi’s attempt to postpone Mr. Trump’s State of 
the Union address — though the White House said 
the goal was to keep Mrs. Pelosi in town, where she 
might fi nally enter into negotiations over border 
wall funding and the now 4-week-old partial gov-
ernment shutdown.

Outraged Democrats said the president hit a new 
low by canceling Mrs. Pelosi’s plane and creating a 
security nightmare by alerting America’s enemies 
of Mrs. Pelosi’s plans to travel to a war-torn country.

“In light of the 800,000 great American workers 
not receiving pay, I am sure you would agree that 
postponing this public relations event is totally 
appropriate,” Mr. Trump wrote in a letter to the 
California Democrat.

Still, he insisted that Mrs. Pelosi could still make 
the trip — if she was willing to fl y commercial. “That 
would certainly be your prerogative,” he wrote.

That seemed unlikely given that the president 
had divulged her travel plans to war-torn Afghani-
stan, which Democrats said was a major mistake.

Rep. Adam B. Schiff , California Democrat and 
chairman of the House Permanent Select Commit-
tee on Intelligence, also was scheduled to be on the 
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Trump shuts down Pelosi travel plans
House speaker hit after 
advising speech delay

BY GUY TAYLOR
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U.S. spy agencies may already have access to 
what President Trump discussed during his private 
meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin in 
Helsinki last year, according to intelligence commu-
nity sources, potentially undermining Democratic 
demands that Mr. Trump’s interpreter should be 
forced to disclose what the two leaders talked about.

The reason, according to those sources, is that 
the room was likely bugged.

“It’s more than conceivable that Finnish intelli-
gence had the room bugged, and they likely would 
have shared a transcript of what was said either 
directly with the CIA or with people accessible to 
U.S. intelligence offi  cers,” said one of the sources, 
who spoke only on the condition of anonymity.

That would pose diffi  cult questions for Demo-
crats on Capitol Hill, including House Foreign 
Aff airs Committee Chairman Eliot L. Engel, New 
York Democrat, and Rep. Adam B. Schiff , California 
Democrat and chairman of the House Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence. The two Demo-
crats have made headlines recently by threatening to 
take the unprecedented step of issuing a subpoena 
to Mr. Trump’s translator, Marina Gross, in the 
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MOBILE, ALA. | Jim Walker drew two armed 
threats in 2017 when the well-known liberal 
bar owner drove around with a big sign on 
the back of his truck endorsing Democratic 
senatorial candidate Doug Jones. He expects 
the same next year.

“Are you kidding me?” he said. “This is 
Alabama.”

The political stars aligned in Mr. Jones’ 
favor last time when he eked out a win over 
fl awed Republican candidate Roy Moore, 
earning the right to fi ll out the term of Jeff  
Sessions, who left the Senate to become 
President Trump’s fi rst attorney general.

Mr. Jones is now the most vulnerable 
senator in the country.

“I’m already calling him, ‘One and Done 
Doug,’” said state Republican Party Chair-
woman Terry Lathan. “Our people are champ-
ing at the bit, and I’m telling you it is on fi re 
right now in my state.”

The list of headwinds Mr. Jones faces is 
long.

Alabama is one of the reddest states 
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GOP eager 
to take on 
‘vulnerable’ 
senator
Jones loses luster 
after shifting to left
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‘ONE AND DONE DOUG’ Sen. Doug Jones, a Democrat who eked out a win in deep-red Alabama over a fl awed 
Republican candidate in 2017, faces strong headwinds for re-election aft er casting votes unpopular in his state.

BY ADAM ZIELONKA

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The national champion Clemson Tigers were 
treated to Big Macs, Whoppers and Quarter Pound-
ers at the White House Monday when President 
Trump congratulated the team on its victory a 
week earlier. 

The Washington Capitals, who won their cham-
pionship seven months ago, haven’t seen so much 
as a small order of fries. 

Given Mr. Trump’s sensitivity to all things Rus-
sia in the midst of special counsel Robert Mueller’s 
investigation, it would be understandable if the 
White House balked at a photo op that featured 
the president hugging it out with Vladimir Putin 
pal Alex Ovechkin.

But according to the Capitals, the holdup is 
merely a scheduling issue. 

The Capitals plan to visit the White House in 
honor of the franchise’s fi rst Stanley Cup victory, but 
the two parties have not found a mutually agreeable 
date, a team source told The Washington Times. 
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Cup-winning 
Capitals still 
waiting for visit 
to White House
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SPECIAL TO THE WASHINGTON TIMES

JOHANNESBURG | It wasn’t sup-
posed to be this way, not after 
Zimbabweans fi nally ousted long-
time strongman Robert Mugabe 
and introduced political and eco-
nomic reforms designed to turn 
around one of the world’s poorest 
and worst-governed countries.

But protests this week after a 

surprise fuel tax hike are raising 
questions about how much has 
really changed under President 
Emmerson Mnangagwa.

Major cities such as Bulawayo, 
Mutare and the capital, Harare, 
remain disrupted and police re-
main out in force a week after 
Mr. Mnangagwa sparked riots 
by announcing the tax, taking 
gasoline to the world’s highest 
price of $12.60 a gallon.

Zimbabwe has no oil, and fi ll-
ing stations have largely stood 
empty since Christmas because 
of a shortage of foreign exchange.

The government hoped the 
price hike would ease market 
strains and address the supply 
crunch, but the problem dates 
to the hyperinfl ation of a decade 
ago, when the Zimbabwean dollar 
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Zimbabweans dismayed as new 
president raises gas tax, misery

BY CHRISTOPHER VONDRACEK

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The 46th annual March for Life on Friday in 
Washington promises a diverse lineup of speakers 
to address tens of thousands of marchers — includ-
ing two elected pro-life Democrats, an increasing 
rarity on the national stage.

“I was very upfront when I ran for offi  ce. Before I 
was a Democrat, I was black, a female and pro-life,” 

Louisiana state Rep. Katrina R. Jackson told The 
Washington Times. “I don’t even see this issue in 
a political lens.”

U.S. Rep. Daniel Lipinski of Illinois knows 
how rare his views on abortion are among fellow 

Democrats. He won a bruising primary in March 
in his Chicago district against a liberal challenger 
who had received more than $3 million in donations 
from pro-choice causes.

“Certainly, inside Washington, you don’t fi nd 
pro-life Democrats,” Mr. Lipinksi told The Times. 
“But about 30 percent of Democratic voters identify 
themselves as pro-life. And it is a political mistake if 
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Lonely pro-life Democrats to join annual march
Party pushing away 
abortion opponents

ASSOCIATED PRESS

SEEING SAME MISTAKES: “We thought we had 
a new country and a new way of doing things,” said 
Zimbabwean pastor Evan Mawarire, who helped 
rally popular opinion against Robert Mugabe.
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IDLE: An Air Force bus intended for a delegation of 
lawmakers waited on the plaza of the Capitol aft er 
President Trump used his executive power to deny 
military aircraft  to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi.
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 MALLARD FILLMORE / Bruce Tinsley

THE HAIR-RAISING COST OF SOCIALISM
It is always good to look at the bottom line. Take the cost of 

President Trump’s southern border wall — billed as an outrage by 
the hostile press — versus the cost of socialism, often portrayed as a 
the feel-good, forward-thinking ideal.

“Socialism is expensive. Security isn’t,” House Minority Leader 
Kevin McCarthy notes in a straightforward price comparison of the 
two issues.

“The president and Republicans want to make sure that our Cus-
toms and Border Protection agents have the resources they need to 
do their job eff ectively: more personnel, better technology, and yes, 
a barrier in some areas. The cost is $5.7 billion. We’re talking about 
one-tenth of one percent of the federal budget. That’s not too high 
a price to pay for national security, which is why the obstruction 
from Democrats is a bit confusing. In fact, if Democrats were being 
honest, they would recognize $5.7 billion is a pretty small number 
compared to the price tag on some of their latest proposals,” Mr. 
McCarthy explains.

In particular, he cites government-run health care, which weighs 
in at $32 trillion; long-term care entitlements ($3.1 trillion); a “Green 
New Deal” ($2.5 trillion at minimum); free college ($807 billion); 
government job guarantees ($400 billion); and Social Security 
expansion ($188 billion).

There once was a popular bumper sticker that said “Don’t tell 
Obama what comes after a trillion.” Perhaps it should be updated 
to say “Don’t tell Democrats what comes after a trillion.” For those 
who wonder, a quadrillion is next, and it has 15 zeroes after it.

 “Democrats are demanding to spend trillions on socialized 
medicine and ‘Green New Deal’ boondoggles. Yet somehow they 
can’t spare more than a dollar for a security package that will help 
secure our border, end the humanitarian crisis, and reopen the gov-
ernment,” Mr. McCarthy reasons.

A TALE OF TWO MARCHES
The weather could be a blessing for the annual March for Life in 

the nation’s capital on Friday — around 47 degrees and “milder with 
clearing,” according to AccuWeather. Things could be a challenge 
for the Women’s March on Saturday, when a wintry mix of sleet 
and snow could descend upon participants, predicted to “fl ood the 
streets of Washington,” according to organizers.

The two events are polar opposites.
While the March for Life has been a prayerful showcase for the 

pro-life cause since 1974, the third annual Women’s March counts 
Planned Parenthood as a major sponsor. Pro-lifers tend to get 
shortchanged on news coverage, while their feminist counterparts 
have drawn considerable attention from major news organiza-
tions. Speakers at the March for Life this year include a bipartisan 
group of lawmakers, clergy and Ben Shapiro, editor in chief of 
the Daily Wire; the Women’s March has a vast speakers roster that 

include actors Scarlett Johansson and Ashley Judd, fi lmmaker 
Michael Moore, CNN analyst Van Jones and feminist leader Gloria 
Steinem.

All that aside, a new poll conducted by Marist College for the 
Knight of Columbus fi nds that 75 percent of Americans agree that 
abortions “should be limited to — at most — the fi rst three months 
of pregnancy.” Also 54 percent oppose taxpayer funding of abor-
tions, while 42 percent say life begins at conception.

“It is notable that, after four decades of being told that the Roe 
decision is ‘settled law,’ some three-quarters of the American people 
are not content with the status quo,” says Knights of Columbus 
Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson, who has attended nearly every 
March for Life since 1977.

AND ABOUT THAT SHUTDOWN
A new Politico/Morning Consult poll fi nds that three-fourths 

of U.S. voters understand the causes of the government shutdown 
while 79 percent describe it as either a crisis or a problem. Two-
thirds say the shutdown itself has had little or no impact on them or 
their families. Most voters, however, have empathy — 75 percent are 
concerned about federal workers going without pay for the duration 
of the shutdown. Amazingly enough, President Trump’s approval 
rating only took a small hit, dropping from 43 percent to 41 percent.

The poll of 1,984 registered voters was conducted Jan. 11-14.

STILL YEARNING FOR BERNIE
The two founders of Ben & Jerry’s ice cream created a new 

fl avor just for Sen. Bernard Sanders at the height of 2016 election, 
which consisted of mint ice cream, topped by a solid disc of milk 
chocolate. Now Ben Cohen and Jerry Greenfi eld have created 
a new public petition to persuade him to jump in the 2020 race, 
as several Democrats already have done. “We’re supporting him 
because the next president of the United States will decide the fate 
of this country and our planet, and we believe Bernie is the best per-
son for the job,” proclaim Messrs. Cohen and Greenfi eld.

FOXIFIED
As it has for almost 17 years, Fox News Channel remains the 

most-watched cable news network, drawing 2.5 million prime-time 
viewers, compared to 1.2 million for MSNBC and 1.3 million for 
CNN, according to Nielsen Media Research. Fox News was the 
highest-rated network across the entire cable realm throughout the 
day, followed by MSNBC in second place, and ESPN in third. Things 
are also positive at Fox Business Network, which continues to best 
rival CNBC throughout the day, according to Nielsen.

WEEKEND REAL ESTATE
For sale: Classic Colonial-style homestead, built in 1912 on 28 

acres near Jaff rey, New Hampshire. Five bedrooms, four baths, 
original fl oors, woodworking and built-ins, six fi re places plus wood 
stove, high ceilings; 3,750 square feet. Great room, dining room, 
screened porches, Dutch barn gambrel roof, detached garage with 
guest apartment. Property abuts national forest with views of mead-
ows, mountains and wetlands. Priced at $489,000 through Peterson-
srealestate.com; enter 4724351 in search function.

POLL DU JOUR
⦁ 63 percent of Americans like elected offi  cials who compro-

mise; 58 percent of Republicans 66 percent of independents and 70 
percent of Democrats agree.

⦁ 57 percent say the Trump administration is “doing too little” 
to work with Democrats in Congress; 25 percent of Republicans 62 
percent of independents and 86 percent of Democrats agree.

⦁ 55 percent say Democrats in Congress are “doing too little” to 
work with the Trump administration; 84 percent of Republicans 61 
percent of independents and 35 percent of Democrats agree.

⦁ 31 percent like elected offi  cials who “stick to their positions”; 39 
percent of Republicans 28 percent of independents and 26 percent 
of Democrats agree.

SOURCE: AN NPR/PBS/MARIST POLL OF 1,023 U.S. ADULTS CONDUCTED JAN. 10-13.

⦁ Kindly follow Jennifer Harper on Twitter @HarperBulletin
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GOP lawmaker criticizes Tlaib trip plan
Rep. Brian Babin on Thursday urged House 

Democrats to nix a trip that one of their own 
members has planned to visit Palestinian-con-
trolled territory.

Mr. Babin, Texas Republican, said Rep. 
Rashida Tlaib’s planned trip would damage 
America’s foreign policy interests.

The Michigan Democrat, who is the daughter 
of Palestinian immigrants, said last month she’d 
like to lead a group of lawmakers to the West 
Bank, instead of joining another trip already 
planned to visit Israel. That trip is sponsored by 
pro-Israel lobbying group American Israel Public 
Aff airs Committee, which routinely schedules 
visits for newly elected members of Congress.

“To signal to our most threatened ally in the 
region that the United States Congress sanctions 
an offi  cial trip to visit Israel’s nemesis would be 
an exceedingly dangerous path forward,” Mr. 
Babin said in his letter to the chairmen.

According to The Intercept, Ms. Tlaib is in the 
early stages of organizing the trip. She told the 
outlet the AIPAC trip doesn’t provide “a real, fair 
lens” about segregation.

She would need permission from a chairman 
to make the voyage.

 — Alex Swoyer

JUSTICE DEPARTMENT

Skadden pays for ducking lobbying rules
International law fi rm Skadden Arps Slate 

Meagher & Flom has agreed to pay $4.6 million 
and register as a foreign agent for failing to notify 
the Justice Department of its lobbying work on 
behalf of the Ukrainian government, the depart-
ment said Thursday.

The Skadden case grew out of special coun-
sel Robert Mueller’s probe into former Trump 
campaign chairman Paul Manafort’s Ukrainian 
lobbying work. Manafort pleaded guilty last year 
to failing to register as a foreign agent.

Under the deal, Skadden will pay the $4.6 
million in fees and expenses it received from 
Ukraine to the U.S. Treasury and retroactively 
register as a foreign agent.

Prosecutors say the fi rm’s 2012 work for 
Russian-backed former Ukrainian President Vik-
tor Yanukovych was an eff ort to infl uence U.S. 
policy and public opinion. Yet, the fi rm failed to 
notify the Justice Department it was lobbying in 
the U.S., as required by federal law.

 — Jeff  Mordock

RUSSIA PROBE

Cohen admits trying to fi x polls for Trump
Michael Cohen hired an IT fi rm to rig polls to 

favor then-candidate Donald Trump before his 
presidential campaign and skipped out on paying 
most of the money he owed, The Wall Street Jour-
nal reported Thursday.

Cohen confi rmed the revelations on Twitter on 
Thursday morning and implicated the president.

“As for the @WSJ article on poll rigging, what I 
did was at the direction of and for the sole benefi t 
of @realDonaldTrump @POTUS. I truly regret 
my blind loyalty to a man who doesn’t deserve it,” 
Cohen wrote.

According to John Gauger, owner of RedFinch 
Solutions LLC, was asked in 2014 to manipulate 
the results of a CNBC poll for the top U.S. busi-
ness leaders, but he was unsuccessful in getting 
Mr. Trump into the top 100. The next year, he 
was asked to infl uence a Drudge Report ranking 
potential Republican primary picks, where Mr. 
Trump came in fi fth.

 — Gabriella Muñoz

SENATE

Harris to vote against confi rming Barr
Sen. Kamala D. Harris, California Democrat, 

said Thursday she will not vote for William P. 
Barr, President Trump’s nominee for attorney 
general.

Ms. Harris, a member of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, is the fi rst prominent Democrat to 
offi  cially say she will vote against Mr. Barr.

In a statement, the senator criticized Mr. Barr 
for his support of a wall along the Mexican bor-
der and his record on civil rights while attorney 
general under President George H.W. Bush.

Ms. Harris also said she was concerned about 
Mr. Barr’s refusal to recuse himself from oversee-
ing special counsel Robert Mueller’s investigation 
into election meddling.

“While I respect Mr. Barr’s past public service, 
I do not believe he will defend independent inves-
tigations from attacks, embrace a smart approach 
to public safety, and ensure equal protection under 
the law for every single American,” she said. 

 — Jeff  Mordock

Former Veterans Aff airs Secretary David 
Shulkin violated federal laws and ethics rules 
when he had his personal security detail trans-
port his wife, the VA’s inspector general said 
Thursday.

Mr. Shulkin, whom President Trump fi red 
in March 2018, ignored warnings as secretary 
not to allow his security detail to drive his wife 
without him in the vehicle, the report said.

Investigators said Mr. Shulkin insisted the 
transportation was done as a favor on his driver’s 
personal time. The report said such a favor 
constitutes a gift under ethics rules and that Mr. 
Shulkin shouldn’t have accepted the off er.

“Secretary Shulkin violated federal stat-
utes and regulations prohibiting the misuse of 

government property and the acceptance of 
certain gifts when he allowed his VA employee 
driver to provide transportation to [his] wife 
for nonoffi  cial purposes,” the report states.

Mr. Shulkin also was the target of an earlier 
IG investigation that found he shouldn’t have 
accepted tickets to Wimbledon on an offi  cial trip 
to Europe was heavily criticized as a taxpayer-
funded sightseeing excursion for the couple.

In his interview with investigators, Mr. 
Shulkin complained that his security protec-
tion had “holes in it left and right.” He blamed 
agents’ resentment about VA overtime rules 
and staffi  ng rotations that reassigned some 
senior security agents to other jobs.

 — Dave Boyer

VETERANS AFFAIRS

Inspector general chides Shulkin anew over use of his security detail
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“Secretary [David] 
Shulkin violated 
federal statutes and 
regulations prohibiting 
the misuse of 
government property 
and the acceptance 
of certain gift s 
when he allowed 
his VA employee 
driver to provide 
transportation to [his] 
wife for nonoffi  cial 
purposes,” said a VA 
inspector general’s 
report.
ASSOCIATED PRESS

BY GABRIELLA MUNOZ

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Senate Democrats on Thursday blocked a bill 
that would have written into law a permanent ban 
on taxpayer money being used to fund abortions.

The bill, timed to coincide with Friday’s annual 
pro-life “March for Life” on the National Mall, failed 
to win a majority, much less the 60 votes needed to 
clear the Democrat-led fi libuster.

Republicans said they had hoped the taxpayer 
issue would be a point of common ground in the 
otherwise contentious politics of abortion.

“Even people who don’t see it as I do understand 
that we are not to ask the taxpayers to pay for this 
procedure,” said Sen. Roger Wicker, Mississippi 
Republican. “We continue to make a case every year.” 

Opponents said the bill went beyond current 
restrictions and could have expanded the taxpayer 
funding ban to include Obamacare subsidies for 
people buying insurance on the health exchanges. 
They said the expanded language could have made 
it diffi  cult for some people to obtain Obamacare 
plans, or conversely it could lead plans to drop 
abortion coverage.

“By restricting consumers’ ability to purchase 
comprehensive health plans that cover abortion, the 
bill would essentially eliminate abortion coverage 
across the entire insurance market,” said Adrienne 
Kimmell, president of NARAL Pro-Choice America.

While the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision established 
a national right to abortion, a congressional compro-
mise reached several years later restricted taxpayer 
funding for the procedure, generally outlawing 
money going to elective abortions.

The compromise, named after its author, former 
Republican Rep. Henry Hyde, is annually added to the 
spending bills, limiting funds going to the Department 
of Health and Human Services, including for Medicaid.

This week’s bill would have written that ban 
into regular law, covering abortions at any federally 
authorized or operated facility. It also would have 
applied to Aff ordable Care Act subsidies.

“I am a supporter of the Hyde Amendment, but 
this bill goes signifi cantly beyond it by impacting 
private insurance policies too, depriving people of the 
ability to make their own decisions,” Sen. Tim Kaine, 
Virginia Democrat, told The Washington Times. 

Forty-fi ve Republicans and two Democrats — 
Sens. Bob Casey of Pennsylvania and Joe Manchin 
III of West Virginia — voted to overcome the fi li-
buster, while 46 lawmakers, including Republican 
Sens. Lisa Murkowski of Alaska and Susan Collins 
of Maine, backed the fi libuster.

SENATE

Democrats block 
taxpayer-funded 
abortion ban bill

ASSOCIATED PRESS

“Socialism is expensive. Security isn’t,” said House Minority Leader 
Kevin McCarthy, who gave a price comparison of the two issues.
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Politics “I think that’s a real aff ront to the American people. Sen. [Mitch] 
McConnell is in charge of the Senate. Let’s host it in the Senate.”
— Sen. Rand Paul, Kentucky Republican, on House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s suggestion that 
President Trump should not give the State of the Union address during a government shutdown

BY STEPHEN DINAN

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The government can’t say how many 
illegal immigrant children were separated 
from their parents at the border over the 
years, but the number is in the thousands 
in just the last two years, according to a 
new inspector general’s report Thursday.

The situation is so messy that more 
than fi ve months after a federal judge 
ordered reunifi cations of children with 
their parents, the government is still 
fi nding juveniles who were missing and 
should have been reunited, according to 
the Department of Health and Human 
Services’ inspector general.

At least 2,737 children have been identi-
fi ed as having been separated, but the audit 
found others who were left off  the lists in 
2017 and 2018. Shoddy record-keeping and 
lack of standards and transparency make it 

impossible to know exact numbers.
The fi ndings are another black eye 

for the now-defunct “zero tolerance” 
border policy, which the White House 
has blamed on former Attorney General 
Jeff  Sessions, and which saw illegal immi-
grants criminally prosecuted for jumping 
the border.

In cases involving parents and chil-
dren, prosecution of the parents meant 
they were taken to adult jails — and their 
children were taken from them, were 
declared “unaccompanied,” and were put 
into the health department’s population 
with tens of thousands of other children 
who actually were unaccompanied.

A public outcry and a legal battle 
ensued, and the Trump administration 
caved, ending the zero tolerance policy 
and accepting a judge’s order that families 
be speedily reunited.

But that turned out to be tougher 

than expected because the government 
couldn’t track which children were 
separated.

“In June of 2018, no centralized sys-
tem existed to identify, track, or connect 
families separated by DHS,” the inspector 
general concluded.

That fi nding directly contradicts an 
assertion the Department of Homeland 
Security made last summer that such a 
system did exist and that no children were 
falling through the cracks.

In reality, Homeland Security and 
Health and Human Services had to invest 
in a massive eff ort to try to synchronize 
their fi les and fi gure out who had been 
separated and whether their parents were 
still in the country to be reunited.

Even late last year, after the zero toler-
ance policy had been canceled, some chil-
dren were still being separated, with the 
inspector general counting 118 juveniles 

from July 1 through early November.
About half of those were separated 

because of a parent’s illness, criminal 
history or danger to a child. But the in-
spector general said in dozens of cases 
little information was provided to justify 
those decisions.

“The total number and current status 
of all children separated from their par-
ents or guardians by DHS and referred 
to [the Offi  ce of Refugee Resettlement’s] 
care is unknown,” the audit concluded.

Sen. Richard Durbin, Illinois Dem-
ocrat, said it was “inconceivable” the 
government can’t fi gure out how many 
children have been separated.

“Today’s bombshell report reveals 
the true scope of this horrifi c policy: 
that thousands of children were forcibly 
removed from their parents before the 
policy was made public and the fate of 
these children is still unknown,” he said.

HHS and its Offi  ce of Refugee Re-
settlement, which is charged with caring 
for the children, says it has “accounted 
publicly” for all children who were in its 
care as of June 26, when a judge ordered 
the reunifi cations to begin.

HHS and ORR said the inspector 
general’s report went beyond the judge’s 
rulings, which accounts for why the total 
number of separated children is not 
known.

“Counting prior DHS separations 
would take away from ORR’s primary 
focus on caring for the children currently 
in ORR care and promptly discharging 
them to appropriate sponsors,” the de-
partment said.

HHS said the report proves it didn’t 
lose track of any children, though the 
department acknowledged “challenges” 
in identifying which children fell into the 
separated category.

IMMIGRATION

IG: Government can’t say how many children were separated at border

BY S.A. MILLER AND DAVID SHERFINSKI

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Senate Democrats are refusing 
to embrace House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi’s rhetoric denouncing bor-
der walls as an “immorality,” but 
they are being careful to avoid 
undercutting her new role as the 
party’s leader in the shutdown 
standoff .

Mrs. Pelosi has moved un-
steadily since seizing the speaker’s 
gavel amid the partial government 
shutdown, including the “immo-
rality” comment and her shifting 
explanations for why she told 
President Trump to postpone the 
State of the Union address.

Still, she garners strong sup-
port from Democrats on both 
side of the Capitol for remaining 
steadfast in shutdown fi ght and 
refusing Mr. Trump’s demand 
for $5.7 billion for border security.

Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse, 
Rhode Island Democrat, balked 
at her bringing morality into the 
border wall dispute.

“That’s not a word that I’ve 
used,” he said.

Mr. Whitehouse hesitated to 
say Mrs. Pelosi speaks for Senate 
Democrats in the shutdown de-
bate, though he applauded her for 
suggesting Mr. Trump postpone 
the Jan. 29 State of the Union 
address.

Mrs. Pelosi’s jab at the annual 
speech was her most pointed 
attack yet in the shutdown fi ght 
with Mr. Trump.

The move would deny Mr. 
Trump a uniquely presidential 
platform to take on Democrats, 
while allowing Mrs. Pelosi to 
highlight another shutdown 
disruption.

Sen. Edward J. Markey, Mas-
sachusetts Democrat, said he fully 
backed nixing the big speech. And 
he came close to making the shut-
down a matter of right and wrong.

“It is an atrocity what is hap-
pening to ordinary workers,” he 
said.

Support for Mrs. Pelosi’s bold 
confrontation of the president 
was even stronger on the other 
side of the Capitol, as House 
Democrats have rallied behind 
the new speaker in her showdown 
with Mr. Trump.

“It’s down-the-line united,” 
said Rep. Rosa DeLauro, Con-
necticut Democrat. “The Demo-
cratic caucus is united, and the 
Democratic caucus is united be-
hind Speaker Pelosi — without 
question.”

Mr. Trump retaliated against 
Mrs. Pelosi by canceling an of-
fi cial government jet that was 
supposed to take her and a group 
of lawmakers Thursday to Brus-
sels and Afghanistan.

Earlier, Mrs. Pelosi changed 

her reasoning for requesting Mr. 
Trump postpone the January ad-
dress to a joint session of Con-
gress. She originally cited security 
concerns because of the shut-
down, but Homeland Security 
Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen then 
affi  rmed that the Secret Service 
is “fully prepared” to handle the 
speech.

On Thursday, Mrs. Pelosi said 
she didn’t want Secret Service 
agents working the speech with-
out getting paid.

Sen. Tim Kaine, Virginia Dem-
ocrat, said it would be “odd” for 
the president to deliver the speech 
during a shutdown.

“The right thing would be for 
the government to be open that 
day,” he said. “We always want a 
president to look at the audience 
and say, ’The state of the union is 
sound.’ I don’t see how a president 
can say those words when the 
government is shut down,” said 
Mr. Kaine, who was former Sec-
retary of State Hillary Clinton’s 
running mate on the Democratic 
presidential ticket in 2016.

House Democrats said they 
were in lock step with Mrs. Pe-
losi. Some were puzzled by Mr. 
Trump’s claim that rank-and-fi le 
Democrats looking to make a 
shutdown deal are being held 
back by party leaders.

“I know the ideological sort 
of corners of the caucus, and I 
don’t sense that that’s the mood 
of the caucus,” said Rep. Mark 
Takano, California Democrat and 
the new chairman of the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Aff airs. 
“I think everybody is very aligned 
[by] sending a message to the 
president that it’s time to open 
the government. And I think our 
caucus really sees the president 
as the impediment.”

Rep. Anthony Brown, whose 
Maryland district is home to a 
significant number of federal 
employees, said his constituents 
support the notion that members 
shouldn’t be negotiating the bor-
der wall while the government is 
shut down.

“I do believe at this point, 
we are very united as a caucus 
in that framework of, you got to 
open government before you can 
have meaningful conversations,” 
he said.

Rep. Jennifer Wexton, Virginia 
Democrat, acknowledged that 
her Northern Virginia district is 
hard hit by the shutdown also but 
said the party is “unifi ed that we 
want the government to reopen.”

“I don’t see how negotiations 
can really take place while the 
federal workers and contractors 
and all those who depend on the 
services of the federal govern-
ment are being held hostage,” 
she said.

CONGRESS

Pelosi ‘immoral’ 
comment shows 
tension in party
Senate Democrats balk at 
label for proposed border wall

BY TOM HOWELL JR.
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The State Department said 
Thursday it has found enough 
cash to recall most of its em-
ployees and to pay them at least 
one check during the partial 
government shutdown, adding 
a new dimension to President 
Trump’s piecemeal plan to blunt 
the pain.

The department said work-
ers will return Jan. 20 and Jan. 
22, depending on their posts.

They join Food and Drug Ad-
ministration inspectors, about 
2,500 Agriculture Department 
workers and tens of thousands 
of IRS workers pulled off  fur-
lough and headed back to work 
even though Congress and Mr. 
Trump have yet to approve a 
new round of funding.

By recalling workers, the 
administration will dampen 
the public-facing pain of the 
shutdown, which entered a re-
cord 27th day on Thursday and 
shows no sign of ending soon.

The government is now in 
uncharted legal territory, and 
the moves are raising all sorts of 
questions, including why it took 
so long to decide to bring the 
workers back — and whether 
the decisions are legal.

Sen. Chris Murphy, Connect-
icut Democrat, said it’s true that 
as a shutdown goes on, more 
people become essential, so 

there might be some fl exibility 
for the administration. Yet he’s 
worried the situation is turning 
into an episode of HBO’s “Veep,” 
in which Julia Louis-Dreyfus’ 
character deems people essen-
tial and non-essential by the 
hour, depending on what she 
needs.

“That sort of feels a little bit 
like what’s happening in the ad-
ministration right now,” he said.

The State Department said 
its employees will be paid — on 
time — Feb. 14 for their work, 
though it is unclear if they can 
cover future pay periods.

Legal experts said the move 
raises questions around why it 
sent workers home in the fi rst 
place, though employees at the 
State Department who are get-
ting paid could lose their chance 
to argue in court that being 
forced to work without pay is 
unconstitutional.

“An employee being paid 
would not have standing to sue 
— they are working as if the 
shutdown is not occurring,” said 
Sam Berger, a senior adviser at 
the Center for American Prog-
ress who served as a budget of-
fi ce lawyer in the Obama White 
House.

The National Treasury Em-
ployees Union, though, says the 
situation is diff erent for 46,000 
IRS workers recalled to handle 
tax fi ling season without pay.

NTEU lawyers argue the 

executive branch is wielding a 
“blank check” to demand work 
and dampen the public back-
lash to the shutdown, while it 
holds out for border wall fund-
ing. They were unable to get 
a temporary restraining order 
against the government that 
would allow workers to decide 
to stay home, though the court-
room fi ght continues.

Legal experts say requir-
ing some workers to come 
off furlough and work with-
out pay could invite new legal 
challenges.

“Someone could fi le an af-
fi rmative suit. This could easily 
be one of the recalled workers, 
for whom this unpaid work is in-
terfering with their ability to get 
money right now to meet their 
family’s needs, perhaps by driv-
ing for Lyft or the equivalent,” 
said David Super, a professor 
at the Georgetown University 
Law Center.

Others said it’s unclear what 
the courts would do, particu-
larly given the skimpy explana-
tions some agencies have giving 
for their decisions.

“We are officially in un-
charted territory, given the ad-
ministration’s refusal to com-
promise and end the longest 
government shutdown in his-
tory — and past shutdowns have 
never lasted long enough to get 
to this outcome,” said Elizabeth 
Klein, deputy director of the 

State Energy and Environmental 
Impact Center at the New York 
University School of Law. 

Rep. T.J. Cox, California 
Democrat, said he is concerned 
about the “very substantive 
legal issues” around the recalls, 
though his top worry is the 
roughly 800,000 federal workers 
who aren’t receiving paychecks.

People trying to pay their 
mortgage or buy medicine, he 
said, “don’t care about legal 
issues.”

The congressman fi led a bill 
Thursday that would require the 
Treasury to off er zero-interest 
loans of up to $6,000 during the 
shutdown. It’s a creative stopgap 
measure to ensure employees 
have enough cash to make ends 
meet, though more traditional 
means are available to some 
workers.

During a shutdown, federal 
workers who aren’t deemed 
essential and have been fur-
loughed can generally seek un-
employment benefi ts, akin to 
requirements state use for laid-
off  workers, according to Labor 
Department guidance.

Federal employees who re-
ceive benefi ts but get full back-
pay at the end of the shutdown 
will, in most cases, have to pay 
back any benefi ts, however.

Essential, or “excepted,” em-
ployees who remain on the job 
are not considered unemployed 
and cannot tap benefi ts.

More government employees being 
put back to work during shutdown

State Department fi nds enough cash for one pay period

ASSOCIATED PRESS

By recalling workers, the Trump administration will dampen the public-facing pain of the shutdown, which entered its 27th day on Th ursday.
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W
hen CNN’s Jim Acosta 
tweeted a selfi e video 
from the U.S.-Mexico 
border, he was roundly 

mocked and ridiculed for claiming he 
saw no “crisis” at the “tranquil” spot 
where he stood. Of course he didn’t. 
Because where he stood was on the 
safe side of a steel barrier 
protecting him (and the rest 
of America) from illegal 
border crossings. 

If President Trump’s 
policies for border protection 
were to be enacted, there’d be 
hundreds of more places on 
the border protected as safely 
as that spot where Mr. Acosta 
stood. Sadly, Mr. Acosta’s buf-
foonery was merely a blatant 
example of the sad, slanted 
coverage found in most of the 
mainstream media over the 
past several weeks. 

From cable news and the broadcast 
networks to all the major print publica-
tions, the national debate over border 
security has been reduced to the kind 
of coverage one sees on NFL pregame 

shows with analysts talking about who 
has the upper hand, who will “win” 
and who will be politically damaged or 
enhanced from the showdown over the 
partial government shutdown. 

When Democrat leaders appear for 
interviews on the topic, they always 
return to the same talking point that 

they “want border security” 
but they oppose the “ineff ec-
tive” wall or fence. Nowhere 
are the obvious challenges 
to these contradictory 
statements.

Here are some simple 
follow-up questions journal-
ists should be asking Demo-
crats rather than letting them 
deceive the public with their 
hollow rhetoric.

⦁ “When you say you sup-
port border security, please 
be specifi c. Do you mean you 
support a policy that prevents 

the illegal crossing of the U.S.-Mexico 
border?”

Of course, this seems like an illogical 
question, but it’s very important be-
cause too often Democrats get credit for 

spending tax dollars on border security 
while the money never actual goes to 
anything that prevents illegal cross-
ings. The money goes to more agents 
and facilities that aid the processing of 
illegal aliens who have crossed the bor-
der, have been apprehended, and must 
be sheltered and supported as they go 
through the long, bureaucratic ordeal of 
processing their dubious asylum claims.

That is not border security in the 
way most Americans envision it. 

⦁ “When you say you favor high-
tech solutions like drones and sensors 
rather than a wall or fence, can you 
explain how a drone or sensor will 
prevent a person from illegally crossing 
the border?”

Again, a very important follow-up 
that will elicit a response that won’t 
pass the smell test with most voters. It 
sounds so cool to say you favor high-
tech solutions like drones, but think it 
through for a moment and you’ll see 
that a drone in no way can prevent 
illegal crossings. All a drone does is ob-
serve and track a person as he crosses 
the border. The drone can help the 
Border Patrol fi nd illegal aliens as they 

make their way through the desert, but 
once apprehended, the asylum claim 
is made and the legal quagmire begins. 
(Most don’t show up for their hearings 
at all, and just blend right in.) 

⦁ “If walls don’t work and are an 
old, ineff ective solution, do you favor 
removing the walls and fences that are 
currently at the border?”

Credit to Fox News’ Bret Baier who 
challenged House Majority Leader 
Steny H. Hoyer on Wednesday night 
with this very question. The Maryland 
Democrat’s response opened an exist-
ing and widening fi ssure within the 
leadership of the Democratic Party on 
this issue. 

“Obviously, they work some places,” 
Mr. Hoyer said. “But the president 
wanted to fi rst build a wall apparently 
1,954 miles of — and he changed that 
very substantially.” In other words, Mr. 
Hoyer just conceded that the president 
has already moved from his position to 
meet the Democrats in the middle. 

“A wall is — that protects people 
is not immoral. I think the issue is 
whether it works … And the debate 
ought to be not on morality or racism,” 

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s No. 
2 said, directly contradicting the 
party leader who called border walls 
“immoral.”

The facts, which the mainstream 
media have almost no interest in re-
porting to the American people, show 
exactly how the existing border barriers 
work. From San Diego to Tucson to 
Yuma, illegal border crossings dropped 
signifi cantly wherever a barrier has 
been built. 

If journalists really wish to engage 
their audience with facts and a fair de-
bate over this issue, they’ll start raising 
these points but don’t hold your breath. 
At this point, they want little to do with 
informing the public and everything 
to do with the partisan fi ght to defeat 
President Trump. 

It’s a pity because if a nation can’t 
have a serious, informed conversation 
over the protection of its own borders, 
one wonders what we can talk about.

⦁ Larry O’Connor writes about politics 
and the media for The Washington Times 
and can be heard weekday afternoons 
on WMAL radio in Washington. Follow 
Larry on Twitter @LarryOConnor.

Existing border barriers work — and we need more of them

LARRY 
O’CONNOR

FROM 
THE SWAMP

BY ALEX SWOYER

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Senate Republicans have sig-
naled that approving President 
Trump’s judicial picks will be one 
of their top priorities in the new 
Congress, but two weeks in they 
haven’t cleared a single one.

The problem — they don’t 
have many nominees to work on.

The White House on Wednes-
day sent a half-dozen names of 
new picks, but about 90 others 
who were nominated last year 
but never saw fi nal votes still rest 
at the White House, where Mr. 
Trump is deciding whether, and 
when, to resubmit them.

That puts him behind Presi-
dents Barack Obama and George 
W. Bush, who each sent some 
nominees back in the fi rst week 
of the new Congress.

It’s unclear what the holdup is.
The White House, which must 

take the next steps, didn’t respond 
to repeated requests for comment 
on the delay.

One senator rejected specula-
tion that the shutdown was re-
sponsible for the delay. Others 
insisted they’ll get working “soon.”

“As soon as the pipeline starts 
getting fi lled again, the committee 
will start moving them out,” said 
Sen. John Thune, Republicans’ 
new whip.

Under GOP leadership, the 
Senate confirmed 85 of Mr. 
Trump’s judicial picks in the fi rst 
two years of his tenure, includ-
ing two Supreme Court justices 
and a record 30 circuit court of 
appeals picks.

But some 90 other nominees 
were left over at the end of last 
year and were returned to the 
White House under a longstand-
ing tradition.

Sen. Chuck Grassley, Iowa Re-
publican, former chairman of the 
Judiciary Committee, said he ex-
pects the president will nominate 
all but a couple of those again.

More than 30 judicial picks had 
hearings, cleared the committee 
and were awaiting fl oor votes 
at the end of last year, but were 
blocked from fi nal approval by 
Democrats.

Mr. Grassley said the com-
mittee likely will give the three 
new senators who joined this 
Congress — all Republicans — a 
chance to ask written questions 
of those nominees, once they are 
resubmitted, then speed them to 
the fl oor.

Others who didn’t have hear-
ings will start almost from scratch, 
as will the six new nominees Mr. 
Trump announced Wednesday.

Sen. John Kennedy, Louisiana 
Republican, brushed off  the slow 
start.

“They’re working on it,” he said 
of the White House.

Curt Levey, president of the 
Committee for Justice, said he 
isn’t concerned over the pause, 

saying it’s not as if the president 
won’t renominate the same peo-
ple he had previously for federal 
court seats. 

“It’s probably going to be a few 
weeks at least before the com-
mittee gets going with nominees, 
so there’s not a huge rush,” Mr. 
Levey said. 

Just one judicial pick, a nomi-
nee to the 8th Circuit Court of 
Appeals, has been confi rmed in 
the last three months.

Another had been poised for 
confi rmation but stumbled after 
the chamber’s lone black Re-
publican senator announced his 
opposition, derailing the pick. 
Now analysts are wondering 
whether that nominee, Thomas 
Farr, will be among those Mr. 
Trump resubmits.

Democrats already are gear-
ing up for a fi ght over another 
nominee blocked last year.

Neomi Rao was tapped to fi ll 
the seat left vacant on the circuit 
court of appeals in Washington, 
D.C., when Justice Brett M. Ka-
vanaugh reached the Supreme 
Court.

Ms. Rao, who works in the 
White House budget offi  ce, came 
under scrutiny after several news 
outlets reported this week about 
college writings in which she 
defended white men, suggested 
intoxicated women are partly to 
blame for sexual assaults, and 
said LGBTQ issues were “trendy” 
political movements.

“We are hearing that she will 
be renominated and could be 
on the fi rst judicial nominations 
hearing that is scheduled. So, we 
wanted to be sure full attention 
was being paid to these concerns. 
Of course, we would welcome a 
decision not to renominate her,” 
said Derrick Crowe, a spokesman 
for People for the American Way.

Sharon McGowan, legal direc-
tor at the pro-LGBTQ Lambda 
Legal, said Ms. Rao must be 
disqualifi ed.

“I hope this episode serves as 
a reminder to the entire Trump 
administration that we are not a 
‘choice,’ we are not a ‘trend,’ and 
the LGBT community deserves 
judges who will treat them with 
respect,” Ms. McGowan said. 

Carrie Severino, chief coun-
sel for the conservative Judicial 
Crisis Network, said the attacks 
against Ms. Rao are “absurd,” 
adding she’s extremely qualifi ed 
for the federal judgeship.

“She’s an accomplished pro-
fessional lawyer who has served 
in two administrations at high 
levels, she’s been an assistant 
professor of law and she clerked 
for Justice [Clarence] Thomas 
at the Supreme Court. Further, 
she is a national expert on ad-
ministrative law and that’s the 
most important part of the D.C. 
Circuit docket, so her qualifi -
cations are unparalleled,” Ms. 
Severino said.

WHITE HOUSE

Trump hasn’t 
submitted picks 
for federal courts
Unclear what’s causing delay 
for selection of nominees

BY DAVE BOYER AND BENJAMIN WOLFGANG

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

President Trump called for a major 
buildup of U.S. missile defense systems 
Thursday, saying the nation faces increased 
threats from Iran, Russia, North Korea and 
China and vowing that the U.S. military will 
stay at the forefront of weapons technology 
on land, sea and in outer space.

In an address at the Pentagon, Mr. Trump 
outlined six key changes to U.S. missile 
defense, highlighting plans for space-based 
sensors to detect hostile missile launches 
and insisting he would put a priority on 
the defense of Americans “above all else.” 

“We have some very bad players out 
there,” Mr. Trump said. “We’re a good 
player, but we can be a far worse player 
than anybody. We have the fi nest weapons 
in the world, and we’re ordering the fi nest 
weapons in the world.”

The revamped missile defense strategy 
was spelled out in the Defense Depart-
ment’s long-awaited Missile Defense Re-
view, the fi rst such overhaul in nearly a 
decade.

Pentagon offi  cials said the study, origi-
nally scheduled for release a year ago, will 
serve as a comprehensive blueprint for 
America’s missile defense strategy and 
addresses more traditional threats from 
ballistic missiles as well as cutting-edge 
weapons such as the hypersonic missiles 
under development in Russia and China. 
The report comes as the president is with-
drawing the U.S. from a nuclear treaty with 
Russia on shorter-range nuclear weapons, 
with Mr. Trump saying Moscow has cheated 
on the agreement while the U.S. has been 
limited in its ability to take on emerging 
rivals worldwide.

But neither the president nor the re-
port said how much the missile-defense 
upgrades would cost taxpayers. Missile 
defense spending increased in the current 
fi scal year about 25 percent, to $9.9 billion, 
amid concerns over North Korea’s missile 
and nuclear programs. 

Mr. Trump’s critics applauded the re-
newed focus on defense technology but 
urged caution on the price tag, suggest-
ing that Congress will play a key role in 
determining which Defense Department 
anti-missile programs get funded.

“An eff ective missile defense system can 

serve as a deterrent to confl ict, protect our 
forward-deployed forces and the homeland, 
and create an opening for diplomacy,” Sen. 
Jack Reed, Rhode Island Democrat and 
ranking member on the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, said in a statement. 
“But it’s not a magic bulletproof shield and 
it comes with a considerable price tag.”

“Congress needs to carefully study these 
recommendations and get more answers 
about success rates, costs, and a host of 
issues,” he continued.

Rep. Adam Smith, Washington Demo-
crat and chairman of the House Armed Ser-
vices Committee, echoed those sentiments.

“It is essential that we ensure we are 
spending money on programs that are reli-
able and rigorously tested before they are 
deployed,” he said.

Pentagon offi  cials said the budget details 
of the new missile-defense program will 
be spelled out in the president’s fi scal year 
2020 spending proposal, which is expected 
in the coming weeks.

Specifi cally, the president said the new 
plan will include an emphasis on space-
based defense technology and 20 new 
above-ground interceptors in Alaska to 
detect foreign missiles. He called it a pro-
gram “that can shield every city in the 
United States.”

The president said the U.S. needs to stay 
“several steps ahead of those who would 

do us harm.”
“We will never negotiate away our right 

to do this,” he said. “The world is changing, 
and we’re going to change much faster than 
the rest of the world.”

Later Thursday, Pentagon officials 
stressed that their top priority is ensuring 
the U.S. can repel any attack from rogue 
states such as North Korea or Iran. But 
offi  cials also zeroed in on Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin’s claim to have built a 
hypersonic nuclear weapon that can evade 
any existing defense systems.

“Russia has done very substantial things 
as well ... and they haven’t been bashful 
about it,” the Pentagon’s Undersecretary 
of Defense for Policy John C. Rood told 
reporters during a briefi ng just after the 
president’s address. 

The missile review addresses several 
specifi c countries and says “the threat 
environment is markedly more dangerous 
than in years past and demands a concerted 
U.S. eff ort to improve existing capabilities 
for both homeland and regional missile 
defense.”

It identifi es threats from North Korea, 
Russia, China and Iran. Tehran, the report 
warned, now “has the largest ballistic mis-
sile force in the Middle East and continues 
the development of technologies applicable 
to intercontinental range missiles capable 
of threatening the United States.”

MILITARY

Amid threats to U.S., Trump takes wraps 
off  ambitious missile-defense blueprint

Audience members listen as President Trump told them during a speech at the Pentagon on 
Th ursday that he would put a priority on the defense of Americans “above all else.”
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President Trump outlined six key changes to U.S. missile defense systems during a speech on Th ursday at the Pentagon. 
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Change a Life.in federal elections, and in 2020 will likely have 

Mr. Trump at the top of the Republican ticket to 
draw voters to the polls. Republicans also will 
have a chance to avoid selecting an embarrassing 
candidate.

Although Mr. Jones is on the more moderate side 
of the Democratic Party in Washington, he has been 
a roadblock to Mr. Trump and an occasional ally 
of liberal senators who have blocked presidential 
appointments and opposed a pro-life bill.

A towering example was his October vote against 
the confi rmation of Supreme Court Justice Brett 
M. Kavanaugh.

“He’s writing our TV scripts for us,” Ms. Lathan 
said.

Not all of this is mere partisan bravado. Last 
week, Alabama media reported on polling that 
showed Mr. Jones’ net approval had plummeted by 
17 percentage points since he was elected. Slightly 
more respondents said they approve than disap-
prove of Mr. Jones’ performance, but those numbers 
have shifted considerably, and his approval rating 
has fallen to less than 50 percent.

Mr. Jones and his staff  did not respond to ques-
tions about the poll numbers and the 2020 race.

Well aware of how steep the hill Democrats face 
in his state, Mr. Walker, 53, recalled the optimism 
surrounding the Jones campaign’s homestretch in 
the 2017 race.

“I had people with Vice television following me 
around, and there were Democratic National Com-
mittee people down here, and all of them thought 
it was over, that it was easy, a sure thing,” he said. 
“And I tried to tell them, ‘No, this isn’t over at all. 
This thing is going down to the wire.’”

In fact, Mr. Jones won by fewer than 22,000 votes 
over Mr. Moore, a former state Supreme Court chief 
justice who was accused of serial dating teenage 
girls while he was a lawyer nearly twice their age.

Roll Call’s fi rst set of 2020 Senate rankings lists 
Mr. Jones as “the most vulnerable senator in the 
country” and rates his race as “leans Republican” 
without any offi  cial Republican candidates yet.

The Cook Political Report surprisingly slotted 
the Alabama race as “lean D,” but Charlie Cook said 
that is a refl ection of his long-standing practice 
rather than any intelligence about the race.

“As a matter of long-standing policy, we do not 
put Senate incumbents who are thus far unopposed 
worse than ‘Lean,’” he said. “There is no question 
that Doug Jones is the most vulnerable Senate in-
cumbent; he is likely to have an extremely diffi  cult 
race. My guess is that as soon as there is a real op-
ponent in the race, it will likely move to toss-up.”

Although Mr. Jones has no formal opposition, 
few across Alabama’s political spectrum expect 
that to last much longer.

Perhaps the most prominent likely candidate is 
U.S. Rep. Bradley Byrne, 63.

The Mobile Republican has a strong base and 
name recognition in southern Alabama, and much of 
the business community would probably back him 

because the state Democratic Party is in disarray, 
said Carol Hunter, communications director for the 
Downtown Mobile Alliance.

Indeed, to hear most political junkies tell it, the 
only one who hasn’t said Mr. Byrne is running is 
Mr. Byrne himself.

“He’s running; count on it,” said J. Mark Bryant, 
a former Alabama newspaperman turned govern-
ment employee.

Other possible Republican candidates include 
Huntsville Mayor Tommy Battle, who challenged 
Gov. Kay Ivey in the 2018 Republican gubernato-
rial primary. Mr. Sessions has been mentioned as 
another potential candidate, and even Mr. Moore, 
in a recent interview with AL.com, declined to rule 
out a political return.

Mr. Bryant, who said he voted for Mr. Jones last 
time, may represent the re-election campaign’s big-
gest nightmare — not the Republicans who stayed 
home in 2017, but those who felt compelled to vote 
against Mr. Moore and don’t see Mr. Jones as the 
moderate voice he promised to be.

“I don’t think I’ll vote for him again,” said Mr. 
Bryant, citing a number of factors including the 
votes Ms. Lathan mentioned.

Whatever happens, those in Mobile expect a 
spirited race that could produce sour faces even in 
Three Georges Southern Chocolates, a downtown 
ice cream parlor where some of the most treasured 
customers are dedicated Democrats, and some of 
the more conservative staff  simply avoid political 
talk completely.

“I couldn’t believe it when she told me she was 
a liberal,” said Bobbie Ferry, 79, her hands covered 
with runny milk chocolate mix while she was dis-
cussing one of her longtime friends and custom-
ers. “It used to be here in ‘Bama it was a blue-dog 
Democrat sort of place, and you could vote for a 
Democrat or a Republican and there wasn’t that 
much diff erence between them.”

Those days are gone, though, and Ms. Ferry ex-
pressed astonishment at how left-wing Democrats 
have become.

“Jones?” she scoff ed. “I’d never vote for him. He 
pretended to be one thing when he was running, 
and he’s not that. He stands for nothing.”

ALABAMA
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Sen. Doug Jones, Alabama Democrat, has been a 
roadblock to President Trump and an occasional ally 
of liberal senators who have blocked presidential 
appointments and opposed pro-life legislation.

TRUMP GROUNDS PELOSI
Th e letter from President Trump canceling House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s trip to 
Brussels and Afghanistan:

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

trip. He said the disclosure was “utterly 
irresponsible in every way.”

Drew Hammill, Mrs. Pelosi’s deputy 
chief of staff , said Mrs. Pelosi was leading 
a congressional delegation, or CODEL in 
Capitol-speak, to thank U.S. troops in Af-
ghanistan and to hear “critical” security 
and intelligence briefi ngs from the front 
lines in the war on terror. He disputed 
Mr. Trump’s assertion that the trip was 
to touch down in Egypt but said it was 
to make a stop in Brussels for meetings 
with NATO offi  cials.

Mr. Hammill also said it was to be a 
“weekend visit,” not the seven days that 
the president asserted.

Some of the lawmakers scheduled 
to go on the trip learned of Mr. Trump’s 
decision while sitting on an Air Force 
bus outside the Capitol, ready to leave 
for Joint Base Andrews. That base is 
the home of the 89th Air Wing, which 
runs Air Force One and a separate fl eet 
of jets for executive travel by top civil-
ian leaders.

One Democrat said they could fi nd 
no precedent for a president canceling 

a government jet for members of Con-
gress, though documents dating back to 
the 1990s show fi nal decisions on use of 
the aircraft do rest with the White House.

Mr. Hammill said the decision 
smacked of hypocrisy after Mr. Trump 
traveled to the southwestern border and 
to New Orleans this month, and fl ew 
last month for a post-Christmas visit to 
troops in Iraq days after the shutdown 
began.

He also chided the president for al-
lowing Cabinet members to fl y later this 
month to a glitzy economic summit in 
Davos, Switzerland.

Those gibes appeared to strike home. 
By evening, Mr. Trump had stopped the 
Davos delegation.

A White House offi  cial said that “all 
‘CODELs’ have been canceled.”

Mrs. Pelosi also uses a government 
plane to travel back and forth to her 
district in San Francisco, but such travel 
isn’t considered a CODEL.

White House offi  cials said they hoped 
Mrs. Pelosi would stay in town and work 
on an agreement to end the shutdown, 
which is about to cost some 800,000 
government workers a second paycheck. 
They’ll all be paid when the shutdown 
ends — even those who aren’t doing any 

work — but for now it means struggles 
paying bills, workers say.

Mrs. Pelosi said she is willing to nego-
tiate but won’t allocate any money for Mr. 
Trump’s border wall plans. She also said 
their face-to-face meeting last week was 
a “setup” for the president to walk out.

While more voters blame Mr. Trump 
for the shutdown and oppose his border 
wall plans, they don’t seem to be feeling 
any pain from the shutdown. Four in 5 
Americans surveyed for an ABC/Wash-
ington Post poll this weekend said they 
haven’t been aff ected, and only about a 
third said it would be a crisis if the shut-
down dragged on for months.

Mrs. Pelosi tried to raise the stakes 
this week with her letter to Mr. Trump 
advising him to postpone the Jan. 29 State 
of the Union address.

She said in her original letter that 
she feared for “security” because the 
Homeland Security Department, which 
oversees the Secret Service, is one of 
the agencies that is operating under a 
shutdown.

But Congress, which traditionally 

hosts the speech, is fully funded, and 
the homeland security secretary said 
the Secret Service is “fully prepared” 
for the event.

Given that rebuttal, Mrs. Pelosi shifted 
her explanation Thursday, saying she 
wasn’t worried about security as much 
as she didn’t like the symbolism of Secret 
Service agents working without pay.

“It isn’t a question of ‘Are they profes-
sional enough?’” she told reporters. “The 
question is they should be paid.”

Mrs. Pelosi’s letter Wednesday merely 
suggested postponing the speech, though 
her top deputy, House Majority Leader 
Steny H. Hoyer, Maryland Democrat, 
told CNN that it “was off .” Mrs. Pelosi 
said Thursday that she hasn’t decided 
what she will do if Mr. Trump keeps to 
the current schedule.

Some Republican lawmakers sug-
gested that the president deliver his 
speech in the smaller Senate chamber. 
They said overcrowding shouldn’t be an 
issue, given that many angry Democrats 
likely would skip the address.

They also pointed out that George 

Washington delivered the fi rst State of 
the Union address to the Senate chamber, 
which at the time was in New York.

Sen. Lindsey Graham, South Carolina 
Republican, said both Mr. Trump and 
Mrs. Pelosi got it wrong this week.

“One sophomoric response does not 
deserve another,” he said. “Speaker Pelo-
si’s threat to cancel the State of the Union 
is very irresponsible and blatantly politi-
cal. President Trump denying Speaker 
Pelosi military travel to visit our troops 
in Afghanistan, our allies in Egypt and 
NATO is also inappropriate.”

Democrats said Mrs. Pelosi was right to 
try to postpone Mr. Trump’s speech but the 
president was wrong in clapping her back.

“It’s petty. It’s small. It’s vindictive. It’s 
unbecoming of a president of the United 
States. But it is unfortunately a daily oc-
currence,” Mr. Hoyer said.

Sen. Marco Rubio, Florida Repub-
lican, marveled at where things were 
heading: “Welcome to 2019. I think it’s 
going to get crazier.”

⦁ S.A. Miller and Gabriella Muñoz 
contributed to this report.
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House Speaker Nancy Pelosi was preparing Th ursday to lead a delegation of lawmakers on a trip to visit troops in Afghanistan and 
to talk with NATO leaders in Brussels before receiving a letter from President Trump canceling her plans to use an Air Force jet.
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CHICAGO | A judge on Thursday ac-
quitted three Chicago police offi  cers of 
trying to cover up the 2014 police shoot-
ing of Laquan McDonald to protect the 
white offi  cer seen pulling the trigger on 
dashcam video that showed the black 
teen getting hit with 16 bullets.

In rejecting the prosecution’s en-
tire case, Judge Domenica Stephenson 
seemed to accept many of the same 
defense arguments that were rejected 
by jurors who convicted Offi  cer Jason 
Van Dyke in October of second-degree 
murder and aggravated battery. He is 
scheduled to be sentenced Friday.

The judge said there was no indica-
tion that offi  cers tried to hide evidence.

“The evidence shows just the oppo-
site,” Judge Stephenson said, noting how 
they preserved the graphic video at the 
heart of the case.

McDonald’s family immediately ques-
tioned how the two cases could produce 

such diff erent decisions. His great uncle, 
the Rev. Marvin Hunter, told reporters 
that the verdict means “that if you are a 
police offi  cer you can lie, cheat and steal.”

“To say that these men are not guilty 
is to say that Jason Van Dyke is not 
guilty,” Mr. Hunter said, adding “it is a 
sad day for America.”

The trial was watched closely by law 
enforcement and critics of the department 
that has long had a reputation for condon-
ing police brutality and misconduct.

Offi  cer Joseph Walsh, Offi  cer Thomas 
Gaff ney and Detective David March were 
accused of conspiracy, offi  cial miscon-
duct and obstruction of justice. All 
but Offi  cer Gaff ney have since left the 
department.

Both trials hinged on the video, which 
showed Van Dyke opening fi re within 
seconds of getting out of his police SUV 
and continuing to shoot the 17-year-old 
while he was lying on the street and 
barely moving. Police were responding 
to a report of a male who was breaking 
into trucks and stealing radios on the 

city’s South Side.
Prosecutors alleged that Offi  cer Gaff -

ney, Mr. March and Mr. Walsh, who 
was Van Dyke’s partner, submitted false 
reports about what really happened to 
try to prevent or shape any criminal 
investigation of the shooting.

Among other things, they said the 
offi  cers falsely claimed that McDonald 

ignored verbal commands from Van 
Dyke, that Van Dyke shot McDonald after 
McDonald aggressively swung a knife at 
the offi  cers and that he kept shooting the 
teen because McDonald was trying to get 
up still armed with the knife.

McDonald did have a small knife 
that he had used to puncture a tire on 
Offi  cer Gaff ney’s police vehicle, but the 
video shows that he did not swing it at 
the offi  cers before Van Dyke shot him 
and that he appeared to be incapacitated 
after falling to the ground.

“The case is clear. The case is straight-
forward, and it is concise,” special pros-
ecutor Patricia Brown Holmes told the 
judge during opening statements. “It 
boils down to what the defendants wrote 
on paper versus what is shown on video.”

The attorneys for Offi  cer Gaff ney, 

Mr. Walsh and Mr. March used the same 
strategy that the defense used at Van 
Dyke’s trial by placing all the blame on 
McDonald.

It was McDonald’s refusal to drop 
his knife and threatening actions that 
“caused these offi  cers to see what they 
saw,” Mr. March’s attorney, James McKay, 
told the court. “This is a case about law 
and order [and] about Laquan McDonald 
not following any laws that night.”

The McDonald shooting sparked 
large protests and led to major changes 
to Chicago’s policing. City Hall released 
the video to the public in November 
2015 — 13 months after the shooting — 
only because a judge ordered it to do so. 
The charges against Van Dyke were not 
announced until the day of the video’s 
release.

ILLINOIS

Judge acquits 3 offi  cers 
in shooting cover-up
Slain teenager’s family questions verdict
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From left , former Chicago Police offi  cer Joseph Walsh, former detective David March 
and offi  cer Th omas Gaff ney were accused of trying to cover up the fatal shooting of 
Laquan McDonald in 2014. A judge acquitted them Th ursday.

“To say that these men are not guilty is 
to say that Jason Van Dyke is not guilty,” 
Rev. Marvin Hunter, Laquan McDonald’s 
great-uncle, said about the verdict.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

BARRON, WIS. | The Wisconsin man 
suspected of kidnapping 13-year-old Jayme 
Closs and killing her parents apparently 
applied for a job online the day that Jayme 
escaped, calling himself an “honest guy” 

even though his re-
sume contains inac-
curacies about his 
work experience.

Jake Patterson is 
charged in an Oct. 
15 home invasion at 
the Closs home near 
Barron in northwest-
ern Wisconsin.

According to a 
criminal complaint, 
Mr. Patterson told 

investigators that he broke into the house 
in the middle of the night, gunned down 
Jayme’s parents and made off  with the 
teen, hiding her in a remote cabin for 

nearly three months. Jayme escaped Jan. 
10, and deputies arrested Mr. Patterson 
minutes later relying on her description 
of him and his car.

Mr. Patterson, 21, graduated from 
Northwood High School in Minong in the 
spring of 2015. His activities between then 
and the day he was arrested have largely 
not been made public, including his em-
ployment and how he supported himself. 
He had been living in the cabin in Gordon, 
Wisconsin, where he kept Jayme captive.

Offi  cials with Saratoga Liquor Co. in 
Superior, Wisconsin, said Thursday that 
they received an online job application 
from Mr. Patterson around midday on 
the day Jayme escaped.

According to the application supplied to 
The Associated Press by the company, Mr. 
Patterson was trying to land a night posi-
tion at the company’s warehouse. Company 
offi  cials said they wouldn’t have hired him 
due to his lack of experience.

On the resume Mr. Patterson submit-
ted in his application, he described him-
self as an “honest and hardworking guy. 
Not much work experience but I show 
up to work and am a quick learner.” He 
notes he worked as a “laborer” from April 
2018 to November 2018, but Saratoga of-
fi cials redacted the employer’s name in 
the provided resume.

Mr. Patterson stated he had served in 
the Marine Corps for nine months from 
April 2017 to December 2017. Marine 
spokeswoman Yvonne Carlock has told 
AP that Mr. Patterson did serve, but only 
for about fi ve weeks in the fall of 2015. 
Ms. Carlock said his early discharge 
indicated the “character of his service 
was incongruent with Marine Corps’ 
expectations and standards.”

Mr. Patterson also stated he was a 
“production worker” from October 2016 
to January 2017, specializing in packaging 
screens. His employer has been redacted. 

He goes on to say he graduated from high 
school in 2016, even though he actually 
graduated in 2015.

Mr. Patterson’s defense attorneys 
haven’t responded to an email request 
to confi rm the resume.

Mr. Patterson worked for little more 
than a day in 2016 at the Jennie-O turkey 
plant in Barron where Jayme’s parents 
worked. Investigators have said he did 
not know them.

He also worked for two days at a 
cheese factory near Almena, Wisconsin, 
just west of Barron. He was on his way 
to work there in October when he spot-
ted Jayme getting on a school bus and 
decided he wanted to kidnap her.

Mr. Patterson faces two counts of 
fi rst-degree intentional homicide, both 
punishable by life in prison, one count 
of kidnapping and one count of armed 
burglary. He’s due back in court Feb. 6 
for a preliminary hearing.

WISCONSIN

Kidnapping suspect apparently applied for job day of escape 
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Th e day 13-year-old Jayme Closs 
escaped from her suspected kidnapper 
was the same day he applied online for a 
job. His resume contained inaccuracies 
about his work experience.

BY LAURA KELLY
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Blood banks are struggling amid a 
national decline in donations, especially 
for rare blood types — a situation that 
has spawned a global search for donors 
for a 2-year-old cancer patient with an 
extremely rare type in Orlando, Florida.

Last year, Zainab Mughal was diagnosed 
with neuroblastoma, an aggressive cancer 
that arises from nerve cells in babies and 
young children. She will need many blood 
transfusions throughout her treatment, but 
Zainab’s blood is missing a key immune-
system component — the Indian-B antigen.

She can receive only type A or type 
O blood that also is missing the antigen, 
a condition so rare it is present in only 
4 percent of people who are of purely 
Pakistani, Indian or Iranian descent.

A rare blood type typically is found 
in one case per 1,000 people. A very rare 
type is found in one case per 10,000 people. 
Zainab’s type is considered extremely rare.

“It’s shining a spotlight on the need 
for a diverse blood supply and how 
important that is around the country 
and really around the world,” said Susan 
Forbes, vice president of marketing and 
communications for OneBlood, a non-
profi t based in South Florida that works 
to fi nd rare blood donors. It made Zain-
ab’s story public to the world.

“We need to have people from all 
ethnic groups donating, because genetics 
play a role in fi nding compatible blood 
for specifi c patients,” Ms. Forbes said.

Between 2011 and 2015, blood dona-
tions across the U.S. declined by more 
than 4 percent, according to the most 
recent federal statistics.

Racial and ethnic minorities are un-
derrepresented among blood donors. 
Whites far outpace other racial groups, 
representing about 75 percent of the 
donated blood supply. Blacks make up 
about 5 percent of the blood donor 
registry, and Hispanics about 3 percent.

Blood primarily is classifi ed by the 
major antigens and antibodies in it, with 
the types being A, B, AB or O. It is further 
classifi ed by the presence (positive) or 
absence (negative) of the Rh(D) antigen.

But other antigens, antibodies, pro-
teins and materials further individualize 
blood, especially along racial and ethnic 
lines. There are an estimated 600 diff er-
ent antigens, any one of which can make 
receiving donated blood either slightly 
worrisome or impossible.

Donated blood that doesn’t match 
a recipient’s antigens can stimulate an 
immune system attack against it.

“The diversity of the donor popula-
tion is the bottom line for the foreseeable 

future,” said Dr. Louis Katz, chief medi-
cal offi  cer at America’s Blood Centers, 
the largest network of nonprofi t blood 
centers in North America.

Dr. Katz said increasing donation 
rates among minority groups has been a 
long-running challenge, complicated by 
the same social factors that contribute to 
these groups being underrepresented in 
most areas of medicine.

“You become a blood donor when 
you’re well-integrated in your commu-
nity, generally have enough time to go 
in and donate … If you’re poor, minority 
or ethnic minority, it’s not the top of the 
list of things that occupy your time to be 
a donor,” he said.

In Zainab’s case, OneBlood so far has 
found four donors — two from the U.S. 
and two from the U.K. — and hope to fi nd 
a total of seven to 10 donors: One person 
can donate blood every eight weeks. The 

staff  is sifting through tens of thousands 
of emails from people all over the world 
who believe they may be a match.

In a surprising twist, Ms. Forbes said 
two people who reached out as a possible 
match for Zainab were discovered to 
have the Bombay blood type: Their blood 
is missing the H antigen and is so rare it’s 
present in about one-in-10,000 Indians 
but only one-in-1-million Europeans.

“So when a person comes along — and 
they will — who has the Bombay blood 
type and needs a blood transfusion, that’s 
two more people that are now in the Ameri-
can Rare Donor Program that will be able 
to help a future patient who has that blood 
type,” Ms. Forbes said.

The American Rare Donor Program 
is a joint venture between the American 
Red Cross and the American Association 
of Blood Banks that keeps a database of 
rare blood donors for patients in need.
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How will Zainab get the help she needs?
Nonprofi t searches globe for donors to help 2-year-old cancer patient
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Zainab Mughal, a 2-year-old girl diagnosed with a rare cancer, is in need of many 
blood transfusions. Her blood type is so rare that it is found in only 4 percent of people 
of purely Pakistani, Indian or Iranian heritage. Th e struggle to fi nd donors highlights 
the need for a diverse blood supply.
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“I am proud to use my voice to unite and represent our country in my hometown of Atlanta.”
— R&B singer Gladys Knight, on the NFL’s announcement that she will sing the national anthem at Super Bowl LII on Feb. 3 in Atlanta
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Michigan State ousts
interim president immediately

EAST LANSING | Michigan State Uni-
versity ousted its interim president on 
Thursday, a week ahead of his sched-
uled departure, as the school stepped 
up eff orts to move beyond the Larry 
Nassar sex abuse scandal.

Its new interim leader, Satish Udpa, 
is a high-ranking, but low-profi le ad-
ministrator who was promoted Thurs-
day to take the helm until a permanent 
president is announced in June.

Unlike Mr. Engler, Mr. Udpa is 
expected to bring a softer tone to what 
may be more of a caretaker role.

“We can’t continue to operate the 
way we have been for the past two 
years,” he said a day after the board 
of trustees forced Mr. Engler to step 
down over his comments that some 
victims of the imprisoned former cam-
pus sports doctor had been enjoying 
the “spotlight.”

— Associated Press

CALIFORNIA

Storms kill at least fi ve
as fl ooding fears rise

SAN FRANCISCO | Heavy rain, snow 
and wind pummeled much of Cali-
fornia Thursday, causing at least fi ve 
deaths, leaving thousands without 
power and forcing wildfi re victims 
threatened by fl oods to fl ee their 
homes.

Southern California authorities 
concerned with rising streams and 
excessive runoff  ordered evacuations 
in parts of Malibu and other areas 
scarred by wildfi res. Malibu schools 
canceled classes.

In harder hit Northern California, au-
thorities warned of imminent fl oods and 
debris fl ows in the wildfi re-ravished city 
of Paradise and the surrounding region 
denuded of protective trees and vegeta-
tion, telling residents to prepare to fl ee 
their homes on a moment’s notice.

— Associated Press

NEW MEXICO

Two pulled from avalanche,
search ongoing for others

ALBUQUERQUE | An avalanche bur-
ied multiple people Thursday near 

the highest peak of a New Mexico 
ski resort, including two who were 
pulled from the snow as ski patrol 
continued their search for others, an 
emergency management offi  cial said.

The extent of the injuries for the 
two people located by searchers after 
the avalanche was not known, said 
Bobby Lucero, director for emergency 
management in Taos County.

He said that authorities believe 
others were buried in the snow, and 
eff orts were underway to reach them 
on a high slope of Taos Ski Valley, 
one of the biggest resorts in New 
Mexico.

According to the Taos Valley 

News, the snow collapsed near 
Kachina Peak and CPR was being 
given to the two people found be-
neath the snow.

— Associated Press

TENNESSEE

Spanish-language reporter
facing deportation denied bond

MEMPHIS | A detained Spanish-
language reporter facing deportation 
after he was arrested while covering an 
immigration rally was denied release 
Thursday, his lawyers said.

An immigration judge denied bond 
for Manuel Duran during a hearing in 

Jena, Louisiana, the Southern Poverty 
Law Center said.

Mr. Duran is being held in Louisi-
ana as the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
11th Circuit in Atlanta reviews his case 
for asylum.

His lawyers claim conditions have 
worsened for reporters in El Salvador 
and he could be in danger if he returns.

The appeals court has granted 
Mr. Duran an indefi nite stay from 
deportation.

Mr. Duran has been in custody 
since he was arrested at an April rally 
protesting immigration policies in 
Memphis.

— Associated Press

MISSISSIPPI

Nissan to cut up to 700
contract workers in state

JACKSON | Nissan Motor Co. an-
nounced Thursday that it’s cutting up 
to 700 contract workers at its Missis-
sippi assembly plant, citing slowing 
sales for vans and Titan pickup trucks 
that it makes there.

The move follows Nissan’s Decem-
ber announcement that it’s cutting 
1,000 jobs at two Mexican factories. 
Reports in May indicated the Japanese 
automaker would cut production by up 
to 20 percent in North America.

— Associated Press 
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BARRE, VT. | A tribute to thousands 
of rescue and recovery workers who 
labored in the ruins of the World Trade 
Center is taking shape in Vermont, 
where workers are chipping at and 
chiseling slabs of granite that will be 
installed this spring at the national Sept. 
11 memorial.

The new area with a path fl anked by 
stone monoliths will also honor those 
sickened or who died from exposure to 
toxins after the towers fell.

One of the six monoliths weighing 
between 15 and 17.5 tons was nearly 
complete last week at the Rock of 
Ages granite manufacturing company 
in Barre, Vermont, a small community 
that has a long history of quarrying and 
stonecutting and dubs itself the granite 
capital of the world.

The Associated Press last week was 
given access to the work in progress. In 
a vast industrial building, workers fi ne-
tuned the fi rst rough-hewn triangular 
monolith measuring 8 feet by 12 feet. 
It’s composed of sloping layers of thick 
granite slabs that resemble a rock bed 
more than 3 feet tall at one end.

One worker used a torch to fi nish 
the surface, while offi  cials from New 
York’s Sept. 11 memorial watched in the 
dusty, loud space.

A stonecutter swung a sledgehammer 

onto the head of a maul held by another 
stonecutter to chop pieces off  another 
large slab of granite for the next mono-
lith. Large chunks of speckled rock fell 
to the dusty fl oor.

“It’s a great honor for me to do this 
for them,” stonecutter and fellow fi re-
fi ghter Andy Hebert said of the ground 
zero fi rst responders. A badge remem-
bering Sept. 11 hangs in his work space.

Granite from Canada was chosen 
because of the size of blocks available 
and because its greenish hue would play 
off  the paving of the memorial plaza, 

said architect Michael Arad.
Steel salvaged from the original 

World Trade Center will be incorpo-
rated into the stone structures.

The new memorial is estimated to cost 
about $5 million and is being paid for by 
a variety of sources, including New York 
state, fundraising and private donations. 
It’s expected to be dedicated May 30.

The work comes as advocates for 
9/11 rescue and recovery workers step 
up eff orts to get Congress to extend 
a compensation program for people 
who developed illnesses after getting 

exposed to dust from the fallen towers.
Nearly 40,000 people have applied 

to the federal fund for people with ill-
nesses potentially related to being at the 
site. More than $4.8 billion in benefi ts 
has been awarded so far.

The program, though, is set to expire 
at the end of 2020. After that, people 
who develop new illnesses would be 
ineligible.

“Things like the 9/11 Museum mak-
ing this monument to people injured 
by the toxins at the World Trade Center 
shows that the nation has accepted 
this,” said Ben Chevat, executive direc-
tor of 9/11 Health Watch, an organiza-
tion pressing for the program to be 
extended. “We had to struggle to get 
attention for years. Now, there is an 
acceptance in Congress and the wider 
community.”

Michael O’Connell, who worked at 
ground zero as a New York City fi re-
fi ghter, retired from the department in 
2009 at age 33 after he was diagnosed 
with sarcoidosis, an immune system 
disorder that causes lumps in the lungs, 
skin, lymph nodes or other places.

The new section of the monument is 
“extremely important” to fi rst respond-
ers and everyone who worked at ground 
zero, he said.

“To know that there’s acknowledg-
ment of those men and women that have 
passed and that are still sick and dying is 
a tremendous win for us,” he said.

VERMONT

Tribute to 9/11 workers takes shape in granite country

ASSOCIATED PRESS

A worker fi nishes a granite monolith in Barre, Vermont, that will be part of ground 
zero rescue and recovery workers tribute at the Sept. 11 memorial in New York.

A White House representative 
did not respond to a request for 
comment on the matter. 

The traditional feel-good, 
post-championship visit to the 
White House for sports teams 
has become fraught with politi-
cal baggage in the Trump era, as 
many athletes openly oppose his 
politics.

Individual players have boy-
cotted ceremonies, and in 2017, 
Golden State Warriors star Steph 
Curry said he wasn’t interested 
in meeting the president. Mr. 
Trump, who isn’t known for his 
restraint in the face of criticism, 
disinvited the NBA champs via 
Twitter. 

“Going to the White House 
is considered a great honor 
for a championship team,” Mr. 
Trump tweeted. “Invitation is 
withdrawn!” 

The next season, the entire 
Warriors team said no to visiting 
the White House.

In June of last year, Mr. Trump 
canceled the Super Bowl cham-
pion Philadelphia Eagles’ visit 
the night before the event. The 
White House said it was because 
the Eagles wanted to “send a 
smaller delegation” and not the 
whole team. 

But the Capitals were sup-
posed to be a diff erent story. Mr. 
Trump said last summer the team 
was invited “if they want to be 
here.” He also congratulated the 
Capitals on Twitter, writing, “D.C. 
is popping, in many ways.” 

Ovechkin has said he’s excited 
to visit the White House. Team-
mate Evgeny Kuznetsov, another 
Russian, said it will be “a huge 
privilege” to meet Mr. Trump.  

Washington is tied with Dallas 
for the NHL teams with the most 
Russians on the active roster — 
four apiece — and whenever the 
visit occurs, their presence no 
doubt will inspire Russia jokes 
on social media and cable news 
outlets alike. 

Exactly when a champion 
visits the White House varies 
by sport. Major League Base-
ball teams usually make a trip to 
Washington during their off sea-
son. In 2017, the Chicago Cubs, 
with President Barack Obama 

down to his last few days in the 
Oval Offi  ce, squeezed in a Jan. 16 
trip to meet the chief executive 
and Chicago sports fan.

The Boston Red Sox — who 
don’t have any Russians on their 
roster — won their World Series 
title in October and have sched-
uled a trip to the White House 
next month.

The Pittsburgh Penguins won 
the two Stanley Cups prior to 
Washington’s, and each year they 
visited the White House the fol-
lowing October — once with Mr. 
Obama, then with Mr. Trump. In 
2017, the Penguins made their 
visit while in town to play the 
Capitals. 

That has been a common 
practice among NHL and NBA 
champions: They often line up 
the White House visit for when-
ever they’re scheduled for a game 
in the District.  

But championship teams 
based in Washington, like the 
Capitals, have the luxury of 
being a short drive away from 
the White House for half the 
season, so scheduling the visit 
shouldn’t be a problem. 

The Capitals are the first 
Washington team in a “major 
four” league to win a cham-
pionship since the Redskins’ 
last Super Bowl in 1992. Those 

Redskins visited George H.W. 
Bush’s White House a couple of 
months later.

The Capitals have an eight-
day break with no games in late 
January that coincides with NHL 
All-Star Weekend, which could 
lend itself nicely for scheduling 
the visit. 

Whenever the Capitals do 
make it to 1600 Pennsylvania 
Avenue, two players have said 
they won’t be there: Devante 
Smith-Pelly and Brett Connolly.  

Smith-Pelly, a black Canadian, 
said during the playoff s that “the 
things that [Mr. Trump] spews 
are straight-up racist and sexist.” 
Later that summer, Connolly told 
Canadian press at an off season 
camp that “it has nothing to do 
with politics, it’s about what’s 
right and wrong.” 

Other Capitals have made it 
clear they want to make the trip.  

“I realize everyone might 
have diff erent stands on it, but I 
think going to the White House, 
whether people are very political 
or whether you like Trump or 
not, just kind of in my opinion, 
it stands for so much more than 
that,” T.J. Oshie said. “It is some-
thing people have been doing for 
a long time with so many diff er-
ent presidents ... I think it would 
be cool for us to go there.”

CAPITALS
From page A1

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Washington Capitals forward Alex Ovechkin says he’s excited for the 
team’s visit to the White House as Stanley Cup champions. Washington 
is tied for the most NHL teams with Russians on their active roster.
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M
uch has been written 
about the brittle nature of 
the Iranian regime, which 
clings to power only 

through murder, repression and deceit.
The reimposition of sanctions by the 

Trump administration has truly brought 
this Islamic extremist cabal to its knees, 
and rightly so. With the fall of the regime 
in Iran and the installation of a new 
democratic government in Tehran, the 
problems in Iraq, Syria and Lebanon will 
suddenly be immensely easier to resolve. 
If the mullahs are no longer funding 
terror throughout the region and the 
world, we will all be safer. The Iranian 
resistance, the People’s Mujahadin of 
Iran (PMOI/MEK), is well positioned to 
bring about this reality with help from 
Western intelligence agencies, not West-
ern troops.

But there is one large, formidable 

obstacle in the way — Russia. Mos-
cow is 100 percent behind the Iranian 
regime, for a number of reasons.

First of all, wealthy, powerful, 
Iranian mullahs mean a lot of much-
needed cash for the Kremlin. Iran has 
bought a lot of weapons from Moscow, 
along with plans for nuclear plants and 
other commercial goodies. Even with 
the sanctions, Russia is still reaping the 
benefi ts from President Obama’s ap-
peasement to the murderers in Tehran.

The Kremlin perfectly understands 
that a democratic government in Iran 
would derail this gravy train and 
redirect resources toward the needs of 
the people. Protests in Iran, happening 
even as this is being written, demand 
that the regime stop spending all its 
treasure in Syria and Iraq and return 
what remains of its wealth to a popula-
tion facing poverty, water shortages, 

and other hardships.
Second, Moscow is loath to remove 

an ally in the battle to limit U.S. infl uence 
from the Middle East. Iran is the perfect 
tool for the Kremlin to work its desires 
in the region. Although the mistrust be-
tween the two nations is signifi cant, the 
alternative for Moscow — i.e. a pro-West-
ern government in Tehran — is simply 
not something they could accept.

The Russians therefore will do ev-
erything they can to prop up the mul-
lahs. Persia once was a great empire 

and Russians have long historical 
memories. They realize what a power-
ful, free Iran would do for Russian 
infl uence and it wouldn’t be good.

Third, we have seen how important 
the Assad regime in Syria is to Russian 
foreign policy. The port at Tartus was 
long a Soviet bulwark in the Mediter-
ranean, and the air bases near Latakia 
are now critical to the Kremlin’s re-
gional infl uence. The Syrian campaign 
bolstered Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s standing at home in the face of 
domestic economic troubles.

To allow the Assad regime to lose 
its biggest benefactor in the region — 
Iran — is simply not something Mr. 
Putin can accept. For its part, Israel has 
taken off  the gloves and is striking the 
Syrian regime with regularity, prevent-
ing any build-up of sophisticated Rus-
sian weapons suppled by the Iranian 

Revolutionary Guard Corps. Without 
the need to manage the presence of 
Iranian troops in the region, Israel 
would have a much freer hand to keep 
Mr. Assad in check.

So although the Trump administra-
tion’s goal of undermining the Iranian 
regime is the correct one, it will not be 
easy. Russia will prop up Iran as long 
as possible. This is all the more reason 
for Mr. Trump and Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo to increase the pressure 
on Iran, overcoming whatever resis-
tance is put up by deep-state holdovers 
from the previous administration.

⦁ L. Todd Wood is a former special op-
erations helicopter pilot and Wall Street 
debt trader, and has contributed to Fox 
Business, The Moscow Times, National 
Review, The New York Post and many 
other publications. He can be reached at 
LToddWood.com.

Russia on a mission to keep Iran’s mullahs in power
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“All of us Colombians reject terrorism and are united in confronting it. We won’t bend in the face of violence.”
— Colombia President Ivan Duque, vowing a tough response to a car bombing Th ursday at a police academy in Bogota that killed nine 
people and wounded 22; the attack sparked fears of renewed violence aft er the recently negotiated end of a half-century of civil war

CONGO

African Union raises fresh
doubts over election result

KINSHASA | The African Union 
issued a surprise last-minute demand 
late Thursday for Congo’s government 
to suspend the announcement of fi nal 
results of the disputed presidential 
election, citing “serious doubts.” 

Congo’s constitutional court is 
poised to rule as early as Friday on a 
challenge fi led by the election’s de-
clared runner-up, opposition candidate 
Martin Fayulu. 

The AU statement said heads of 
state and government agreed to “ur-
gently dispatch” a high-level delegation 
to Congo with “the view to reaching a 
consensus on a way out of the post-
electoral crisis.” Some fear the dispute 
could lead to violence in the vast Cen-
tral African nation rich in the minerals 
key to smartphones and electric cars 
around the world.

Mr. Fayulu accuses the government 
of outgoing President Joseph Kabila of 
falsifying the results to declare opposi-
tion leader Felix Tshisekedi the winner 
after the ruling party candidate did 
poorly. 

 — Associated Press

RUSSIA

Model linked to oligarch with
Manafort ties held in Moscow

MOSCOW | A Belarusian model who 
claimed last year that she had evidence 
of Russian interference in the 2016 
U.S. election was arrested immedi-
ately upon her arrival in Moscow on 
Thursday following deportation from 
Thailand.

Moscow police said that Anas-
tasia Vashukevich was detained in 
Moscow’s Sheremetyevo airport on 
charges of inducement to prostitu-
tion along with three people deported 
alongside her.

Ms. Vashukevich, also known on 
social media as Nastya Rybka, earlier 
claimed to have recordings of Russian 
oligarch Oleg Deripaska talking about 
interference in the 2016 U.S. election. Mr. 
Deripaska is close to Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, and also had a working 
relationship with Paul Manafort, Trump’s 
former campaign manager who was 
investigated by special counsel Robert 
Mueller and convicted last year of tax 
and bank fraud.

 — Associated Press

CANADA

China issues new warning
in bitter Huawei standoff 

TORONTO | China’s ambassador to 
Canada warned the Canadian govern-
ment Thursday to stop recruiting inter-
national support in its feud with China 
and threatened retaliation if Canada 
bans Chinese telecommunications giant 
Huawei for security reasons. 

Ambassador Lu Shaye said last 
month’s arrest of a top Huawei Technolo-
gies executive was an act of “backstab-
bing” by a friend and he warned of reper-
cussions if Canada bars the fi rm from its 
new 5G telecommunications network. 

The arrest of Huawei executive 
Meng Wanzhou — at the request of 
the Trump administration — while 
she was traveling through the Vancou-
ver airport Dec. 1 created a growing 
diplomatic rift. Ms. Meng is the chief 
fi nancial offi  cer of Chinese telecom 
giant Huawei and the daughter of its 
founder.

 — Associated Press

BY FRANCIS KOKUTSE AND GERALD IMRAY

ASSOCIATED PRESS

ACCRA, GHANA | An investigative 
journalist in Ghana who helped ex-
pose a high-ranking offi  cial at world 
soccer body FIFA as corrupt was shot 
dead by gunmen on a motorbike as he 
drove home alone at night, police said 
Thursday.

His employers said he was 
assassinated.

Ahmed Hussein-Suale was killed late 
Wednesday, shot twice in the chest and 
once in the neck at close range while 
driving in the suburb of Accra where 
he lived. He died immediately, accord-
ing to police.

Tiger Eye PI, the investigative journal-
ism house Mr. Hussein-Suale worked 
for, said it had the hallmarks of a profes-
sional hit.

“We call on the security agencies to 
unmask the elements behind this assas-
sination and bring them to book,” Tiger 
Eye PI said.

Police haven’t announced any arrests.

Mr. Hussein-Suale worked under the 
leadership of Anas Aremeyaw Anas, a 
renowned Ghanaian investigative jour-
nalist once singled out and praised by 
former President Obama. Mr. Anas used 
undercover television documentaries 
to expose graft and organized crime in 
Ghana and across Africa. 

Mr. Anas, who himself has gone un-
dercover to investigate issues like human 
traffi  cking and corruption among Gha-
naian judges, appears in public wearing 
elaborate, multicolored veils over his face 
to protect his identity. The veils allow 
him to work without being recognized 
but also help to avoid reprisals. 

Mr. Anas confi rmed his colleague’s 
death on Facebook: “Sad news, but we 
shall not be silenced. Rest in peace.”

The team’s most recent work focused 
on exposing corruption in African soc-
cer, which they portray as a murky world 
of backroom meetings where coaches, 
referees and even the most senior offi  -
cials can be bribed to fi x games or hand 
out favors.

The team got one of its biggest scoops 

when it caught Kwesi Nyantakyi, a mem-
ber of world soccer’s FIFA Council and 
the second most powerful man in Af-
rican soccer at the time, taking a bribe 
of $65,000 from their undercover re-
porters, who were posing as unethical 
businessmen.

In the video, Mr. Nyantakyi smiles as 
he stuff s the wads of cash into a black 
plastic bag and agrees to use his position 
as president of the Ghanaian Football As-
sociation to help the businessmen — for 
a cut of their profi ts.

Mr. Nyantakyi resigned from all of 
his roles and was banned from soccer 
for life last year for bribery, corruption 
and confl ict of interest as a result of the 
documentary.

The fi lm also alleged widespread 
corruption among other offi  cials, refer-
ees and coaches, and the entire Ghana 
Football Association was shut down by 
Ghana’s President Nana Akufo-Addo as 
a result. The Confederation of African 
Football, the continent’s top soccer body, 
banned or suspended nearly two dozen 
referees and offi  cials because of Mr. 

Anas’ team’s work.
Tiger Eye PI said Mr. Hussein-Suale’s 

last project for it was the soccer docu-
mentary. It didn’t say what other projects 
he was involved in for them. The BBC 
said Mr. Hussein-Suale worked with it 
on various projects, including an inves-
tigation into human body parts sold for 
ritual magic in Malawi. 

Some of the methods used by Mr. 
Anas’ team have been questioned and 
stoked criticism, particularly the tactic 
of reporters posing as others to trap 
possibly corrupt fi gures. The methods 
have been denounced as illegal by some, 
including Mr. Nyantakyi, who said he 
will appeal his life ban from soccer.

Hussein-Suale’s killing also brought 
attention to comments made on televi-
sion by a Ghanaian politician and busi-
nessman after the Nyantakyi scandal 
broke. Kennedy Agyapong, a member of 
parliament, appeared on his own televi-
sion station to single out and denounce 
Mr. Hussein-Suale as “dangerous” and 
call for members of the public to assault 
the journalist up if they came across him.

GHANA

Investigative journalist shot dead on Accra street

BY MARIA CHENG
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LONDON | The head of the World 
Health Organization has ordered an in-
ternal investigation into allegations the 
U.N. health agency is rife with racism, 
sexism and corruption, after a series of 
anonymous emails with the explosive 
charges were sent to top managers last 
year. 

Three emails addressed to WHO 
directors — and obtained by The Asso-
ciated Press — complained about “sys-
tematic racial discrimination” against 
African staff ers and alleged other in-
stances of wrongdoing, including claims 
that some of the money intended to fi ght 
Ebola in Congo was misspent. 

Last month, WHO Director-General 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus told staff -
ers he had instructed the head of WHO’s 
offi  ce of internal oversight to look into 
the charges raised by the emails. He 
confi rmed that directive Thursday.

A WHO statement issued after the AP 
story was published said the agency was 
“aware” of such allegations and has “zero 
tolerance for misconduct or discrimina-
tion of any kind.” The statement said 
Mr. Tedros  has “championed openness, 
transparency and diversity” since he 
became WHO’s chief in July 2017. 

However, critics doubt that WHO 
can eff ectively investigate itself and have 
called for the probe to be made public.

The fi rst email, which was sent last 
April, claimed there was “systematic 
racial discrimination against Africans 
at WHO” and that African staff ers were 
being “abused, sworn at [and] shown 
contempt to” by their Geneva-based 
colleagues.

Two further emails addressed to 
WHO directors complained that se-
nior offi  cials were “attempting to stifl e” 
investigations into such problems and 
also alleged other instances of wrongdo-
ing, including allegedly misspent Ebola 

funds.
The last email, sent in December, 

labeled the behavior of a senior doctor 
helping to lead the response against 
Ebola as “unacceptable, unprofessional 
and racist,” citing a November incident 
at a meeting where the doctor reportedly 
“humiliated, disgraced and belittled” a 
subordinate from the Middle East. 

Mr. Tedros, a former health minister 
of Ethiopia and WHO’s fi rst African 
director-general, said investigators look-
ing into the charges “have all my sup-
port” and that he would provide more 
resources if necessary.

But he rejected claims that WHO’s 
hiring policies are skewed, arguing that 

his top management team was more geo-
graphically diverse and gender-balanced 
than any other U.N. organization after 
adopting measures to be more inclusive.

“There is change already happen-
ing,” he said during the December staff  
meeting, according to an audio recording 
provided to the AP. 

WHO’s in-house investigation into 
misconduct comes after other U.N. agen-
cies have been rocked by harassment 
complaints. 

At UNAIDS, chief Michel Sidibe 
agreed to step down after an indepen-
dent report concluded in December that 
his “defective leadership” had created a 
toxic working environment, with staff ers 

asserting there was rampant sexual ha-
rassment, bullying and abuse of power. 

The author of the anonymous WHO 
emails also charged there were “crooked 
recruitment and selection” processes 
that were “tantamount to fraud, corrup-
tion and abuse of authority.” 

In the latest anonymous message, the 
author singled out the supposedly fl awed 
hiring process of a senior director in 
WHO’s emergencies department, sug-
gesting that might have led to mistakes 
being made by incompetent offi  cials in-
volved in eff orts to stop Ebola in Congo. 

Some staff ers feared that funds do-
nated to stem the spread of the deadly 
virus “have not been used judiciously,” 
the email said, warning such blunders 
could undermine WHO’s credibility. 

“A plane was hired to transport three 
vehicles from the warehouse in Dubai at 
the cost of $1 million. Why would WHO 
ship vehicles from Dubai? We would ap-
preciate the rationale when jeeps in [the 
Democratic Republic of Congo] can be 
purchased at $80,000 per vehicle,” the 
email said, claiming that “corruption 
stories about logisticians and procure-
ment in WHO’s [Geneva purchasing 
offi  ces] are legendary.” 

Sarah Russell, a WHO spokeswoman, 
said WHO shipped 10 vehicles out of 
Dubai last May because there were no 
vehicles available for sale in Congo that 
met minimum safety standards at the 
time. She said it cost $237,801 to trans-
port them.  

The revelations are likely to prompt 
discussions next week at WHO’s execu-
tive board meeting at its Geneva head-
quarters. Critics outside the organization 
say much more need to be done.

Paula Donovan, co-director of AIDS-
Free World and its Code Blue campaign, 
which works to end impunity for U.N. 
personnel who commit sexual abuse, said 
Mr. Tedros was right to be concerned 
but “dead wrong to ‘instruct’ WHO staff  
to investigate allegations made against 
WHO.” 

As one of the defendants, Mr. Tedros 
“obviously cannot be involved in as-
sessing, investigating, prosecuting or 
judging,” Ms. Donovan said.

ACCOUNTABILITY

U.N. health chief orders investigation

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General of the World Health Organization, 
ordered an internal probe into allegations the U.N. health agency is rife with corruption 
aft er a series of anonymous emails with the charges were sent to managers last year. 

Agency accused of 
abuse, misconduct
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DEATH NOTICE

Nazarian,
Jeff rey Th omas

Jeff rey Thomas Nazarian, of Potomac, 
MD and Cocoa Beach, FL, Passed away on 
Sunday January 6th, 2019 at the age of 42 
from an overdose of Alcohol and Fentynal. 
He was born to parents, Sarkis Kevork 
Nazarian (1939-2009) and Barbara Marian 
Gregory (Greaves), on March 14th, 1976 at 
Sibley Memorial Hospital in Washington, 
D.C. His father named him in homage to 
founding father, Thomas Jeff erson. He 
attended Winston Churchill High School & 
played for the JV Football team. Later, Jeff  
became the football team manager and 
graduated in 1994 with his class at DAR 
Constitution Hall in Washington, DC. Jeff  
attended Montgomery College and worked 
in various fi elds including the auto body shop 
business and construction renovations.

Jeff  is predeceased by his brothers; 
Kirk 2003 and Sako 2004. He is survived 
by his daughter Lyla Brooks Nazarian; his 
brothers Victor, Chris and Matt Greaves; 
& his sisters Tamar and Jessica Greaves; 
and nephews Brayden and Connor; & 
grandmother, Ann Connoly Gregory of 
Kiltzimah, Ireland & Potomac. Jeff  loved 
life and all the temptations, that came with 
it. He was a beloved friend of many and 
will be dearly missed.

Jeff ’s cremated remains will remain 
with the family. A small gathering/service 
is being planned. The family is grateful 
for condolences and blessings, that 
may be sent c/o Victor Nazarian, 1015 
Crawford Drive, Rockville, MD  20851 
(Chris T Nazarian 272 40th Ave NE, Saint 
Petersburg, Fl 33703).
Please sign the Guestbook at
www.legacy.com/washingtontimes

the Democratic Party is not welcoming 
of pro-life candidates and voters.”

Ms. Jackson and Mr. Lipinski are 
featured speakers for Friday’s rally in 
downtown Washington. Other speakers 
include Alveda King, a niece of Martin 
Luther King Jr. and director of Civil 
Rights for the Unborn; Ben Shapiro, 
editor-in-chief of The Daily Wire; and 
Archbishop Joseph Naumann, chair-
man of the pro-life activities panel 
of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops.

Pro-life Democrats are not an en-
dangered species beyond the Beltway, 
especially in the “Reagan Democrat” area 
of Southwest Chicago that Mr. Lipinski 
represents and Ms. Jackson’s district in 
north-central Louisiana, where many in 
the Democratic caucus, including the 
state’s popular governor, are Catholic. 
They could even be found in Congress 
not too long ago.

“If you go back 10 years ago, on the 
Aff ordable Care Act, when the House 
voted on the Stupak[-Pitts] Amendment, 
which barred insurance from covering 
abortion, it received 64 Democratic 
votes,” Mr. Lipinski said. “You do not have 

that kind of support amongst Democrats 
anymore.”

But Democrats who oppose abortion 
are facing increasing opposition from 
their own party.

In 2016, the Democratic National 
Committee rewrote the party platform to 
call for stripping the Hyde Amendment, 
which prohibits government funds 
from fi nancing abortions. When a pro-
life Democrat last year ran for mayor 
in Omaha, Nebraska, DNC Chairman 
Tom Perez announced that “every 
Democrat” should support abortion 
rights.

Mr. Lipinski, who took over for his 
father in representing the suburban 
district in 2005, defeated a primary chal-
lenger by just over 2,000 votes. His oppo-
nent, Marie Newman, received support 
from abortion rights organizations such 
as NARAL Pro-Choice America and 
Planned Parenthood.

“Abortion was the No. 1 issue,” said 
Mr. Lipinski, who will speak at the rally 
for the fourth time.

‘To be a Democrat’
Once upon a time, abortion wasn’t 

as calcifi ed among the political class. In 
1997, four Republicans in the Senate voted 
against the partial-birth abortion ban. In 
the late 1990s, the political organization 

Pro-Life Democrats boasted 43 members 
in the House of Representatives.

Today, only two Democratic rep-
resentatives in Congress — both men 
— consistently vote against abortion. 
Some socially conservative Democrats 
no longer see a political home.

“I’m actually not even registered 
anymore as a Democrat,” said Charles 
Camosy, associate ethics professor at 
Fordham University and a board member 
of Democrats for Life in America.

Mr. Camosy now calls himself a politi-
cal independent.

“If you look at the party platform, 
the Democrats were pro-choice for a 
long time,” he said. “Now it appears to 
be pro-abortion.”

March for Life organizers say they 
court people of all political beliefs, as 
evidenced by their two Democratic and 
two Republican speakers. But the pick-
ings are slim on the left.

“The last time the Democrats had 
power in Congress, they had about 40 
self-described pro-life members,” said 
Tom McClusky, vice president of gov-
ernment aff airs for March for Life. “Now 
they have about two.”

Mr. McClusky said that, with Mr. 
Lipinski’s help, he hopes to court more 
within Congress.

“We need someone other than Dan 

Lipinski in the caucus meeting standing 
up and saying, ‘Hey, this is ridiculous,’” 
he said.

The political reality is that many con-
gressional Democrats will face primary 
challenges from the progressive wing 
of the party.

Various pro-choice groups did not 
respond to requests for interviews with 
The Washington Times.

In May, The New York Times wrote 
about the surging eff orts of pro-choice 
organizations: “For Democratic women, 
no endorsement is as sought after or 
powerful as one conferred by Emily’s 
List, which functions as the political 
equivalent of the old-fashioned ‘Good 
Housekeeping’ seal of approval for voters 
and potential donors.”

“In order to be a Democrat, [you 
need] the leadership, the money, 
because Planned Parenthood and 
NARAL are so powerful,” March for 
Life President Jeanne Mancini told 
The Washington Times. “It’s just said 
it’s gotten that way.”

At the state level, pro-life Democrats 
have fared better at the ballot box. Billie 
Sutton, a pro-life Democrat, narrowly 
lost a race for South Dakota governor to 
Republican Kristi Noem last year.

Ms. Jackson said her voters in Mon-
roe, Louisiana, strongly support her 

eff orts. She sponsored legislation signed 
by then-Gov. Bobby Jindal restricting 
hospital admitting privileges to only 
doctors for performing abortions. Last 
spring, she also voted to ban abortions 
after 15 weeks in her state.

According to polling data from right 
before the 2018 elections, just over half of 
Americans believe Roe v. Wade, the 1973 
U.S. Supreme Court decision legalizing 
abortion, was correct.

But 53 percent of Republicans polled 
by Public Religion Research Institute 
in October said Roe v. Wade should be 
overturned. In the same study, a third of 
Republicans disagreed with overturning 
the seminal court decision.

 The March for Life, which has the 
slogan “Pro-Life Is Pro-Science” etched 
across its website, is expected to out-
pace the Women’s March on Saturday 
in attendance. There likely won’t be 
much crossover appeal between the 
two groups.

Ms. Jackson, who arrived in Washing-
ton this week, doesn’t plan on attending 
Saturday’s march.

“It would be great if you could have us 
be friends because we agree on a num-
ber of things: expansion of Medicaid, 
paid maternity leave and other social 
programs that help young mothers. But 
that’s just not the case, is it?” she said.
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July 2017 meeting without fi rst pursuing 
classifi ed insight on the matter from U.S. 
spy chiefs.

“I would prefer not to do that,” Mr. 
Engel told CNN last weekend of a sub-
poena for Ms. Gross. “We have to see 
what we can fi nd out. We may have no 
choice.”

House Democrats are playing a dan-
gerous political game, said Daniel Hoff -
man, a former CIA Moscow station 
chief, who argues that lawmakers should 
instead seek testimony on the issue from 
Director of National Intelligence Daniel 
Coats and others before opening the 
“Pandora’s box” of violating a presiden-
tial translator’s right to confi dentiality 
in the most sensitive of conversations.

Mr. Hoff man, who retired from the 
CIA in 2017, would not comment on 
whether Finnish intelligence may have 
bugged the room in Helsinki where Mr. 
Trump and Mr. Putin had their private 
meeting.

But he stressed that House Democrats 
should be seeking insight from Mr. Coats 
and CIA Director Gina Haspel before 
going down “the very slippery slope” of 
demanding testimony from Mr. Trump’s 
translator.

“The committee should be calling 
on them for perspective before open-
ing the Pandora’s box of subpoenaing a 
translator,” he told The Times in an in-
terview. “If you start forcing interpreters 
to testify, it sets a dangerous precedent 
because it undermines the very sensitive 
work these people are relied upon to do 
in head-of-state meetings.”

At a minimum, Mr. Hoff man added, 
testimony from Mr. Coats and Mr. Haspel 
could address unverifi ed charges that Mr. 
Trump’s advisers have been kept in the 
dark about the Helsinki discussion. The 
charges were thrust into the spotlight 
last week by a Washington Post report 
that the president has gone to lengths to 
conceal details from aides of his multiple 
conversations with Mr. Putin.

Unidentifi ed current and former U.S. 
offi  cials told the newspaper that Mr. 
Trump took the notes of his interpreter 

after a 2017 meeting with Mr. Putin in 
Hamburg, Germany, that was also at-
tended by then-Secretary of State Rex 
W. Tillerson, and instructed the linguist 
not to discuss what was said with other 
administration offi  cials.

Mr. Trump strongly denied the report.
The New York Times added to the 

controversy with another story contend-
ing that Mr. Trump has privately said on 
repeated occasions over the past year 
that he wants to withdraw the U.S. from 
NATO, a development that has long been 
a top priority for Mr. Putin.

Executive privilege
The revelations fueled House Demo-

cratic demands for the translators’ notes, 
igniting a deeper debate over executive 
privilege and lawmakers’ right to know.

Last summer, before Democrats took 
control of the House, House intelligence 
committee Republicans blocked an at-
tempt to subpoena testimony from Ms. 
Gross, the State Department interpreter 
who was the only other American in the 
room when Mr. Trump and Mr. Putin 

met in Helsinki.
Mr. Trump faced bipartisan criticism 

for his remarks at a post-summit press 
conference in which he appeared to 
accept Mr. Putin’s denials of U.S. intel-
ligence community fi ndings that Russia 
interfered in the 2016 U.S. elections.

Mr. Schiff , then the intelligence com-
mittee’s ranking Democrat, had pushed 
to subpoena Mr. Trump’s interpreter. He 
argued that it was incumbent on law-
makers, “given what the president said 
publicly that was of such great concern 
to our country, to our NATO allies, that 
we fi nd out what was said privately.”

Republicans argued that Ms. Gross’ 
confi dentiality must be protected and 
that a sensitive, central underpinning 
of the whole profession of high-level 
translating would be violated if she was 
forced to testify.

Now the panel’s chairman, Mr. Schiff  
is weighing in anew on the matter this 
week. He told NPR on Thursday that “we 
intend to do everything we can to fi nd 
out what took place in these private meet-
ings” between Mr. Putin and Mr. Trump.

“We are examining the legal issues 
around either bringing in the inter-
preter or getting the interpreter notes 
or fi nding out through others [in the] 
administration what took place,” the 
California Democrat said. “They may 
make a superfi cial claim of executive 
privilege but … [it] doesn’t seem to me 
that any privilege applies there.”

James R. Clapper, a director of na-
tional intelligence under President 
Obama and a critic of Mr. Trump, said 
it would be worrisome if the president 
was concealing from his own top aides 
the substance of his private talks with a 
foreign leader such as Mr. Putin. But he 
off ered a mixed message on the ques-
tion of whether U.S. intelligence already 
knows what the two men talked about.

“We have no idea what went on, and 
this is with the leader of the arch adver-
sary of the United States,” Mr. Clapper 
told CNN this week, but he added that 
U.S. spies likely tapped foreign sources 
after the Helsinki summit to push on for-
eign assets for a readout on the meeting.

“I have to be careful here,” Mr. Clap-
per said. “But I’ll just say that you can 
glean snippets of insight into what trans-
pired at meetings by virtue of gleaning 
some intelligence from … intelligence 
sources by virtue of discussions by the 
other party.”

“If that were the case, and I don’t 
know that it is, then certainly our intel-
ligence community would have access 
and insight,” he said.

Subpoenaing a president’s interpreter 
would be a momentous step, he said.

“It’s a good idea,” he said, but “it would 
set a precedent for future exchanges 
between heads of state, [and] that’s not 
good.”

Some say Mr. Trump’s desire to keep 
the Putin talks private spring from the 
harsh media criticism he got for the 
Helsinki press conference.

“What he said in private to Mr. Putin 
likely wasn’t all that diff erent from what 
he said publicly at the press conference,” 
said one intelligence source. “At the end 
of the day, he probably doesn’t want it 
exposed that he also sounded like an 
idiot during the closed-door meeting.”

⦁ Lauren Meier contributed to this 
report.
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reached more than $100 trillion to the 
U.S. dollar. The local unit was suspended 
in favor of the U.S. currency.

Evan Mawarire, the Zimbabwe pastor 
and activist who helped rally popular 
opinion against Mr. Mugabe but now 
faces up to 20 years in prison on subver-
sion charges, said it was heartbreaking 
to see the new government reprising the 
mistakes of Mr. Mugabe, as alarm grew 
over a violent crackdown on protesters.

“We thought we had a new country 
and a new way of doing things. None of 
what I am being accused of is what I have 
done at all,” Mr. Mawarire told reporters 
Thursday as he arrived at court in Harare 
carrying a Zimbabwean fl ag.

The Zimbabwe Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference denounced the government’s 
“intolerant handling of dissent,” saying in 
a statement Thursday that “our country 
is going through one of the most trying 
periods in its history.”

The unrest suggests that Mr. Mugabe’s 
ruinous legacy, including a violent pro-
gram of land seizures from productive 
white farmers and the collapse of the 
tourism industry, have left the country 
with little foreign exchange and an eco-
nomic hole that will take time to escape.

Near the resort town of Victoria 
Falls on the border with Zambia, Ghosi 
Mbane, who runs minibus taxis to and 
from Bulawayo, told the Nation news-
paper that fi lling stations were still dry.

“My vehicles are stranded, and fuel 
on the black market is selling at [$50] for 
fi ve liters. This time last month, 5 liters 
cost just over $7.”

Zimbabwe’s annual infl ation rate rose 
to 42 percent in December, the country’s 
offi  cial statistics agency said Thursday.

‘Trapped’ at home
With an estimated 3 million Zim-

babweans now living and working in 

South Africa, Mr. Mbane said many were 
trapped in their native country after the 
Christmas break.

“Masses of people come home once 
a year over Christmas, and they bring 
groceries for their families,” he said. “At 
the end of the holiday, they have just 
enough money left for the bus back to 
Johannesburg. But if you can fi nd trans-
port, it is now costing six or eight times 
the normal price. Workers stuck here are 

going to lose their jobs in South Africa, 
and there is a huge amount of anger that 
could turn to violence.”

At least fi ve people have reportedly 
been killed by police and soldiers across 
the country, with many more injured. A 
government spokesman said about 200 
rioters were in custody, but private rights 
groups put the number at more than 600.

Human Rights Watch and Amnesty 
International have reported that armed 
police and soldiers continue to raid 
homes, assault civilians and open fi re 
with tear gas and live ammunition where 
they meet resistance.

Dewa Mavhinga, Human Rights 
Watch’s manager for southern Africa, has 
called on South Africa and the African 
Union to intervene.

“This might not go away because 
it is a message from the people to the 
government,” he told Voice of America.

With the shortage of cash at home, 
Mr. Mnangagwa is facing criticism for 
hiring a private jet for a trip to Moscow 
and to the tony Swiss resort of Davos for 
a global economic summit.

In 1982, Mr. Mugabe — who was 
forced to step down in November 2017 
in a military action led by Mr. Mnan-
gagwa, a onetime top aide to the presi-
dent — nationalized much of the press. 
The state-owned Herald newspaper has 
blamed opposition groups and uniden-
tifi ed foreign powers for the violence, 
describing it as an eff ort “to overthrow 
the elected government.”

Mr. Mnangagwa won a disputed elec-
tion last year, but the U.S. and European 

Union found fl aws in the process.
From Moscow, Mr. Mnangagwa sent a 

statement calling for calm. “I understand 
the pain and frustration that many are 
feeling,” he said. “Resolving Zimbabwe’s 
economic challenges is a monumental 
task, but we will get there.”

Ironically, few of his citizens received 
his Twitter post because the government 
had shut down cellphone networks and 
the internet in an eff ort to stem the 
popular demonstrations of the past week.

The Associated Press reported that 
the U.S. Embassy in Zimbabwe said it was 
alarmed by credible reports that security 
forces were targeting and beating activ-
ists and labor leaders. The U.S. statement 
also urged Zimbabwe’s government to 
restore access to social media.

Mr. Mbane, the taxi owner, said he 
had moved several of his vehicles to a 
hidden location.

“Buses have been attacked and, while 
this seems illogical, I can understand 
the frustration of people who can’t get 
home,” he said. “It is hard to believe that, 
when I was at school here in the 1970s, 
this was among the strongest economies 
in Africa. Now we are one of the poorest 
countries in the world.”

He said the situation would change 
only with democracy, and he felt some 
sympathy for the president.

“The problem is that Zimbabwe won’t 
recover without a free and fair election,” 
he said. “But if Mnangagwa holds one, he 
will lose and, if that happened, I suspect 
the army would take over. That puts him 
in a very diffi  cult position.”
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President Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin had a private meeting in July in 
Helsinki. Two House Democrats are threatening to subpoena to Mr. Trump’s translator 
without fi rst pursuing classifi ed insight about the meeting from U.S. intelligence chiefs.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Zimbabweans arrested during protests over a fuel tax increase waited this week for 
their court appearances to face charges of public violence. President Emmerson 
Mnangagwa’s tax hike takes gasoline to the world’s highest price of $12.60 a gallon.
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BEST BETS SPORTS

 LEGEND: (L)=Live   (N)=New   (ITV)=Interactive Television   (PA)=Parental Advisory   ■ (Shaded)=Movies
TMS MOVIE RATINGS: ★★★★ Excellent  ★★★ Good  ★★ Fair  ★ Poor  No stars: not rated

Speechless / 8:30pm (7)  Kenneth (Ce-
dric Yarbrough) inadvertently ruffles Maya’s 
(Minnie Driver) feathers when he tries 
to insert himself into her business plans 
with Melanie (guest star Sarah Chalke) in 
tonight’s new episode. As JJ (Micah Fowler) 
begins pre-production on his next film, Ray 
(Mason Cook) pleads with his brother to 
cast him opposite Ray’s latest crush, Izzy 
(guest star Kayla Maisonet).

Great Performances / 9:30pm (26.4) 
In a collaboration with the celebrated Jof-
frey Ballet, director-choreographer John 
Neumeier stages “Orphee et Eurydice From 
Lyric Opera of Chicago,” Christoph Willibald 
Gluck’s 18th-century operatic treatment of 
a Greek myth. Neumeier weaves music and 
dance into a seamless whole as he retells 
the story of how Orpheus (Dmitry Korchak), 
an ancient Greek musician and poet, takes 
desperate measures after his beloved wife, 
Euridice (Andriana Chuchman), dies.

Real Time With Bill Maher / 
10:00pm (HBO) 12:00am (HBO)  It’s only 
been two months or so since Bill Maher 
wrapped Season 16 of his politics-and-
comedy chat show, but in the news cycle of 
President Donald Trump’s America, that’s 
a veritable epoch. Maher returns tonight 
to launch Season 17 with guests who are 
still TBA at this writing, but with a political 
landscape that in some respects is dramati-
cally different, so expect the conversation 
to be lively.

Chris Distefano: Size 38 Waist / 
11:00pm (Comedy Ch)  Filmed at Roulette 
Intermedium in Brooklyn, N.Y., his home 
turf, comic Chris Distefano holds forth on 
a variety of topics, ranging from how his 
native borough seems to be gentrifying at 
terrifying speed to how he personally has 
an open-minded perspective on life, despite 
growing up in a strongly conservative 
household.

2019 Australian Open Tennis / 
12:00pm (ESPN2)  Third Round. (Taped)

Golf / 3:00pm (ESPN2)  Latin America Ama-
teur Championship, Second Round.  (N)

Biathlon / 6:00pm (NBCSP)  IBU World 
Cup: Men’s 4x7.5km Relay. (N Same-day Tape)

College Basketball / 7:00pm (ESPN2)  
Saint Joseph’s at St. Louis. (N)

FIS Alpine Skiing / 7:00pm (NBCSP)  
World Cup: Women’s Downhill. (N Same-day Tape)

NHL Hockey / 7:30pm (SportsNET)  New 
York Islanders at Washington Capitals. From 
Capital One Arena in Washington, D.C. (N)

NBA Basketball / 8:00pm (ESPN)  San 
Antonio Spurs at Minnesota Timberwolves. (N)

2019 Australian Open Tennis / 
9:00pm (ESPN2)  Third Round. (N)

NBA Basketball / 10:30pm (ESPN)  
Golden State Warriors at Los Angeles Clippers. 
(N)

Today / 7:00am (4)  A trip to GIPHY head-
quarters.
Good Morning America / 7:00am (7)  
Actress Elizabeth Banks.
Live with Kelly and Ryan / 9:00am (7) 
William H. Macy (“Shameless”).
Today With Kathie Lee & Hoda / 
10:00am (4)  Howie Mandel; Adam Pally; 
Sam Richardson; Mario Dedivanovic.
Rachael Ray / 10:00am (7)  Football 
super-fans compete in the annual “Fantasy 
Foodball” competition; a new meatloaf recipe.
The View / 11:00am (7)  Hot topics; items 
at affordable prices.
The Ellen DeGeneres Show / 3:00pm 
(4)  Samuel L. Jackson (“Glass”); Pete Holmes 
(“Crashing”).
Late Night With Seth Meyers / 
12:37am (4)  Andy Samberg; Josh Hutcher-
son; Charlie Hall.

MOVIE “Sicario: Day of the Soldado” 
/ 8:00pm (Starz)  Benicio del Toro, Josh 
Brolin and Jeffrey Donovan reprise their roles 
from the critically acclaimed 2015 action film 
“Sicario” in this 2018 sequel, which revolves 
around a CIA mission to tamp down drug-
related violence on the U.S. and Mexico bor-
der by escalating tensions among the cartels. 
Catherine Keener, Matthew Modine and Shea 
Whigham also star in the film, which is dedi-
cated to the memory of Johann Johannsson, 
who composed the Oscar-nominated score for 
the original “Sicario”’ and died in early 2018.

MOVIE “Escaping the Madhouse: The 
Nellie Bly Story” / 8:00pm (Lifetime) 
12:01am (Lifetime)  Inspired by a true story, 
this new TV drama stars Christina Ricci as 
pioneering investigative reporter Nellie Bly, 
who feigns mental illness to be admitted as a 
patient at the notorious Women’s Lunatic Asy-
lum, where she hopes to gather research for 
an expose on the facility. In this fictionalized 
account of actual events, Nellie’s treatment 
there leaves her with no recollection of how 
she came to the asylum or, indeed, even her 
real identity. Judith Light co-stars as sadistic 
Matron Grady, while Josh Bowman plays a 
sympathetic doctor.

Planet Earth: Dynasties / 9:00pm 
(AMC)  Celebrated naturalist David Attenbor-
ough hosts this new five-part co-production, 
which also premieres tonight across BBC 
America’s corporate siblings AMC, IFC and 
Sundance TV. The miniseries examines five of 
the world’s most endangered species as they 
struggle to survive. Tonight’s opener focuses 
on one of the most famous lion prides in Af-
rica: the Marsh Pride of Kenya’s Masai Mara.

MOVIE “Brexit” / 9:00pm (HBO) 2:15am 
(HBO)  Benedict Cumberbatch stars in this 
new docudrama, which takes viewers behind 
the scenes during the events leading up to 
the summer 2016 referendum that resulted 
in a decision for the United Kingdom to leave 
the European Union. The “Sherlock” star 
plays Dominic Cummings, who spearheaded 
the Vote Leave establishment, so successful 
that it sent political shockwaves around the 
world. Among the many other characters, 
Rory Kinnear portrays Craig Oliver, director 
of communications for Prime Minister David 
Cameron and head of the Remain campaign.

Shark Tank / 9:00pm (7)  In tonight’s new 
episode, an entrepreneur from Willis, Texas, 
pitches her design for a cosmetics bag that 
lies flat, allowing easy access to contents.  A 
group from California proposes an online 
boutique subscription shave club catering 
exclusively to women. Designs for functional 
cat furniture that is both durable and easy to 
clean are pitched by a team from Colorado 
and California, while a mother from Palo Alto, 
Calif., introduces her play dresses for mothers 
who have young children. Also: an update on 
Pet Plate, a pet food delivery service.

American Style / 9:00pm (CNN) 
12:00am (CNN)  This four-part miniseries 
draws to a close with its final two hours. First, 
“1980s: Material World,” revisits how the 
presidency of Ronald Reagan ushered in a 
new era of optimism, leading to extravagance 
and greed. As Wall Street capitalized on 
this trend, marginalized communities found 
new ways to express themselves. The finale, 
“1990s/2000s: 21st Century Vogue,” recalls 
how fashion designers pushed back against 
the excess of the ’80s and women made 
strides in the workplace and the media as the 
20th century receded into a new millennium.

Victoria & Albert: The Wedding / 
10:00pm (22,26.4)  Episode 2 of this new re-

construction of a history-changing wedding in 
England finds host Lucy Worsley and her team 
donning their best period finery, including the 
latest styles affected by high-status ladies in 
1840. This painstakingly accurate recreation 
of the ceremony also provides a forum to dis-
cuss all the feuds and political undercurrents 
that virtually demanded Victoria and Albert’s 
union would mark a fresh start with a new 
kind of royal family.

Crashing / 10:00pm (HBO) 12:35am 
(HBO) 2:00am (HBO)  Fresh off a surprisingly 
successful college comedy tour, Pete (Pete 
Holmes) returns to the New York club scene 
feeling more confident and reinvigorated as 
this quasi-autobiographical sitcom returns 
for Season 3. While the show’s original title 
stands, happily its main character no longer 
is having to rely on the kindness of friends 
who let him crash on their couch. In the 
season premiere, “Jaboukie,” Pete’s trying to 
pay his newfound success forward by taking 
promising comic Jaboukie Young-White under 
his wing.
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Dmitry Korchak stars in a staging of “Orphee et Eurydice From Lyric 
Opera of Chicago’’ on “Great Performances” Friday on PBS.

Christina Ricci stars in “Escaping 
the Madhouse: Th e Nellie Bly 
Story” Saturday on Lifetime.

Pete Holmes stars in “Crashing” 
Sunday on HBO.

LOCAL ▶6:30 PM ▶7:00 ▶7:30 ▶8:00 ▶8:30 ▶9:00 ▶9:30 ▶10:00 ▶10:30 ▶11:00 ▶11:30 ▶12:00
 NBC 4
 NBC 11

’ 4 News
11 NBC News

’ 4 NBC News
11 Inside

’ Access (N) ’ Blindspot The team searches
for a scientist. (N)

’ The Blacklist Red meets an
old adversary in prison. (N)

’ Dateline NBC (N) ’ 4 News
11 News

’ 11:34 The Tonight Show Star-
ring Jimmy Fallon

 FOX 5
 FOX 45

’ 5 Fox 5 News
45 FamFeud

’ 5 Fox 5
45 Jeopardy

’ 5 TMZ
45 Wheel

’ Last Man
Standing

’ The Cool Kids ’ Hell’s Kitchen The chefs com-
pete for a black jacket. (N)

’ 5 Fox 5 News at Ten (N)
45 FOX 45 News at 10 (N)

’ 5 News
45 News

’ 5 The Final 5
45 Seinfeld

’ 5 TMZ (N)
45 Seinfeld

 ABC 7
 ABC 2

’ ABC World
News

’ 7 Wheel
2 List

’ 7 Jeopardy!
2 Millionaire

’ Fresh Off the
Boat (N)

’ Speechless
(N)

’ 20/20 ’ 7 News
2 News

’ 11:35 Jimmy Kimmel Live

 CBS 9
 CBS 13

’ 9 CBS News
13 News

’ 9 Off Script
13 CBS News

’ 9 ET
13 ET

’ MacGyver A weekend in the
wild takes a turn. (N)

’ Hawaii Five-0 A murder in an
underwater lab. (N)

’ Blue Bloods Danny and Jamie
both ask Erin for help.

’ 9 9 News
13 News

’ 11:35 The Late Show With
Stephen Colbert (N)

 MNTV 20 ’Judge Judy ’Family Feud ’Family Feud ’Fox 5 News ’Family Feud ’Fox 5 News ’Family Feud ’Big Bang ’Big Bang ’CSI: Miami “Happy Birthday” ’CSI: Miami
 CW 50 ’Goldbergs ’blackish ’blackish ’Dynasty (N) ’Crazy Ex-Girlfriend (N) ’DailyMailTV ’Seinfeld ’Mike & Molly ’Two/Half Men ’Two/Half Men
 IND 4.2 ’Little House ’Frasier ’Frasier “IQ” ’Frasier ’Frasier ’Frasier ’Frasier ’The Office ’The Office ’The Office ’The Office ’The Nanny
 ION 66 ’CSI: Crime ’CSI: Crime Scene ’CSI: Crime Scene ’CSI: Crime Scene ’CSI: Crime Scene ’CSI: Crime Scene ’CSI: Crime
 PBS 22 ’NewsHour ’State Circle ’Artworks (N) ’Midsomer Murders ’Midsomer ’9:35 Great Performances The famous myth of Orpheus. (N) ’Wash ’Midsomer
 PBS 26.4 ’Business Rpt. ’PBS NewsHour (N) ’Wash ’Earth’s Great Seasons ’Great Performances The famous myth of Orpheus. (N) ’Amanpour and Company (N)
  ▶7:00 PM  ▶8:00  ▶9:00  ▶10:00  ▶11:00  ▶12:00
 AMC ’6:00 I Am Legend ★★★ (2007) Will Smith. ’Enemy of the State ★★★ (1998, Susp.) Will Smith, Gene Hackman, Jon Voight. ’Concussion ★★ (2015) Will Smith. Premiere.
 Flix ’Throw Momma From the Train ★★★ (1987) ’Tootsie ★★★★ (1982) Dustin Hoffman, Jessica Lange. ’The Hot Chick ★ (2002) Rob Schneider. ’11:45 Waiting ... ★★ (2005)
 FXM ’5:30 Elysium ★★★ (2013) ’7:45 Spider-Man ★★★ (2002, Act.) Tobey Maguire, Willem Dafoe. ’10:05 Spider-Man ★★★ (2002, Act.) Tobey Maguire, Willem Dafoe.
 HBO ’5:50 The Shape of Water ★★★ (2017) ’Ocean’s 8 ★★ (2018) Sandra Bullock, Cate Blanchett. ’Real Time With Bill Maher ’Pete Holmes: Dirty Clean ’Real Time
 HBO2 ’6:15 Game Night ★★★ (2018, Com.) ’True Detective ’True Detective ’Romeo Must Die ★★ (2000, Act.) Jet Li, Aaliyah. ’Traffik ★
 IFC ’Two/Half Men ’Two/Half Men ’Two/Half Men ’Two/Half Men ’Two/Half Men ’Two/Half Men ’Two/Half Men ’Two/Half Men ’Two/Half Men ’Two/Half Men ’Two/Half Men ’Two/Half Men
 LIFEMOV ’6:00 A Lover Betrayed (2017) Jamie Luner. ’When Vows Break (2019) Christa B. Allen. Premiere. ’My Husband’s Secret Life (2017, Susp.) Kara Killmer. ’Vows Break
 Max ’6:10 The Ring Two ★★ (2005) Naomi Watts. ’Truth or Dare ★ (2018) Lucy Hale. Premiere. ’9:40 A Nightmare on Elm Street ★★ (2010) ’11:15 Cabin Fever ★★ (2002) Jordan Ladd.
 MoreMax ’Breakin ’American Animals ★★★ (2018) Barry Keoghan, Evan Peters. ’We Are Your Friends ★★ (2015) Zac Efron. ’10:40 Van Wilder 2: The Rise of Taj ★ (2006) Kal Penn.
 TheMovieCh ’6:00 The Space Between Us ★★ (2017) ’Bridget Jones’s Baby ★★ (2016) Renée Zellweger. ’10:05 Vicky Cristina Barcelona ★★★ (2008) ’11:45 Chéri ★★★ (2009)
 Showtime ’Weigh-In Live ’All Access ’All Access ’ I Feel Pretty ★★ (2018) Amy Schumer, Michelle Williams. ’Howie Mandel Comedy Club ’Ray Donovan “The Dead” ’Porndemic
 Showtime2 ’6:00 American Assassin ★★ (2017, Act.) ’House of Lies ’House of Lies ’House of Lies ’House of Lies ’House of Lies ’House of Lies ’11:05 Pimp (2018) Keke Palmer, Haley Ramm.
 Starz ’6:37 Eat Pray Love ★★ (2010, Dra.) Julia Roberts, James Franco. ’Outlander “If Not For Hope” ’10:01 I Now Pronounce You Chuck and Larry ★ (2007) ’Outlander
 STZENC ’Money Pit ’7:11 Twins ★★★ (1988, Com.) Arnold Schwarzenegger. ’Overboard ★★ (1987, Com.) Goldie Hawn, Kurt Russell. ’10:55 Brewster’s Millions ★★ (1985)
 Sundance ’Law & Order ’Law & Order “Oxymoron” ’Law & Order “Patriot” ’Law & Order “Bitter Fruit” ’Law & Order “Rebels” ’Law & Order “Savages” ’Law & Order
 TurnerCM ’One More Tomorrow ★★ (1946, Dra.) ’Seance on a Wet Afternoon ★★★★ (1964) Kim Stanley. ’King Rat ★★★ (1965, War) George Segal, Tom Courtenay, James Fox.
  ▶7:00  ▶8:00  ▶9:00  ▶10:00  ▶11:00  ▶12:00
 CNBC ’Mad Money ’Shark Tank ’Deal or No Deal ’Deal or No Deal ’Shark Tank ’Shark Tank ’Shark Tank
 CNN ’Situation Rm ’Erin Burnett OutFront (N) ’Anderson Cooper 360 (N) ’Cuomo Prime Time (N) ’CNN Tonight w/ Don Lemon ’CNN Tonight w/ Don Lemon ’Cooper 360
 ESPN ’SportsCenter ’NBA Countdown (N) (L) ’NBA Basketball San Antonio Spurs at Minnesota Timberwolves. (N) (L) ’NBA Basketball: Warriors at Clippers
 ESPN2 ’ Interruption ’College Basketball Saint Joseph’s at St. Louis. (N) (L) ’2019 Australian Open Tennis Third Round. From Melbourne, Australia. (N) (L)
 FoxNews ’Bret Baier ’The Story With Martha ’Tucker Carlson Tonight (N) ’Hannity (N) ’The Ingraham Angle (N) ’Fox News at Night ’Tucker
 MASN ’ESPNEWS (N) ’Ringside Boxing ’Heartland Poker Tour ’Rutgers ’McGee’s Pro Football Plus ’Mid-Atlantic Sports
 NBCSP ’Biath ’Alpine Skiing ’Rally ’Mecum Auto Auctions “Chicago” Classic car auction from Chicago, Ill. ’Journey to
 SportsNET ’Caps FaceOff ’Caps ’NHL Hockey New York Islanders at Washington Capitals. Capital One Arena. ’Caps ’Overtime ’D.C. Sports ’Redskins Nat. ’Redskins 100
  ▶7:00  ▶8:00  ▶9:00  ▶10:00  ▶11:00  ▶12:00
 A&E ’5:00 Live PD “Live PD -- 01.12.19” ’8:06 Live PD: Rewind (N) ’Live PD “Live PD -- 01.18.19” (N) (L) ’Live PD
 Animal Plnt ’The Vet Life ’The Vet Life ’Hanging With Hendersons ’Hanging With Hendersons ’10:01 The Vet Life ’11:01 The Vet Life ’Hendersons
 BBC ’Planet Earth ’Planet Earth: Blue Planet II ’Planet Earth: Blue Planet II ’Planet Earth: Blue Planet II ’Planet Earth: Blue Planet II ’Planet Earth: Blue Planet II ’Planet Earth
 BET ’blackish ’blackish ’blackish ’blackish ’blackish ’Are We Done Yet? ★ (2007, Children’s) Ice Cube, Nia Long. ’The Family Business
 Bravo ’Housewives-Atlanta ’7:42 Big Daddy ★ (1999, Com.) Adam Sandler, Joey Lauren Adams. ’9:50 Big Daddy ★ (1999) Adam Sandler, Joey Lauren Adams. ’Bride Wars ★
 Cartoon Net ’Teen Titans ’We Bare ’Wrld, Gumball ’Samurai Jack ’Venture Bros. ’American Dad ’American Dad ’Bob’s Burgers ’Family Guy ’Family Guy ’Rick, Morty ’Joe Pera
 Comedy Ch ’South Park ’South Park ’South Park ’South Park ’South Park ’The Comedy Central Roast Celebrities roast Bruce Willis. ’Chris Distefano: 38 ’Chappelle’s
 Discovery ’Gold Rush ’Gold Rush: Pay Dirt (N) ’Gold Rush: The Dirt (N) ’Gold Rush Rick damages his water pipe. (N) ’Moonshiners ’Gold Rush
 Disney ’6:20 16 Wishes ★★ (2010) Debby Ryan. ’Andi Mack (N) ’Raven ’Coop & Cami ’Bizaardvark ’Bizaardvark ’Coop & Cami ’Andi Mack ’Raven ’Stuck/Middle
 Disney XD ’DuckTales ’Big Hero 6 ’Big Hero 6 ’Big Hero 6 ’Big Hero 6 ’Big Hero 6 ’Big Hero 6 ’Big Hero 6 ’Big Hero 6 ’Big Hero 6 ’Big Hero 6 ’Big Hero 6
 DIY ’Texas Flip ’Texas Flip N Move ’Texas Flip N Move ’Texas Flip N Move (N) ’Texas Flip N Move ’Texas Flip N Move ’Texas Flip
 E! ’Chrisley ’E! News (N) ’The Notebook ★★ (2004) Ryan Gosling. A man tells a story to a woman about two lovers. ’Safe Haven ★★ (2013) Josh Duhamel.
 Food Net ’Diners, Drive ’Diners, Drive ’Diners, Drive ’Diners, Drive ’Diners, Drive ’Diners, Drive ’Diners, Drive ’Diners, Drive ’Diners, Drive ’Diners, Drive ’Diners, Drive ’Diners, Drive
 Freeform ’Shrek ★★★ (2001) Voices of Mike Myers, Eddie Murphy. ’Wreck-It Ralph ★★★ (2012) Voices of John C. Reilly. ’grown-ish ’The 700 Club ’Garfield ★★

 fX ’13 Hours: The Secret Soldiers of Benghazi ’Ghostbusters ★★ (2016, Com.) Melissa McCarthy. Four women battle mischievous ghosts in New York. ’Ghostbusters ★★ (2016)
 FYI ’Storage Wars ’Storage Wars ’Storage Wars ’Storage Wars ’Storage Wars ’Storage Wars ’Storage Wars ’Storage Wars ’Storage Wars ’Storage Wars ’Storage Wars ’Storage Wars
 GAC ’Flea Market ’Flea Market ’Flea Market ’Flea Market ’Flea Market ’Flea Market ’Flea Market ’Flea Market ’Flea Market ’Flea Market ’Flea Market ’Flea Market
 Galavision ’Mi ’Como dice el dicho ’Como dice el dicho ’Como dice el dicho ’Como dice el dicho ’Como dice el dicho ’Noticias
 Hallmark ’6:00 A Royal Winter (2017) Merritt Patterson. ’A Winter Princess (2019, Rom.) Natalie Hall. Premiere. ’One Winter Weekend (2018) Taylor Cole, Jack Turner. ’My Wedding
 HGTV ’Beach ’Dream Home ’Dream Home ’Dream Home ’Dream Home ’Dream Home ’Dream Home ’Dream Home ’Dream Home ’Dream Home ’Dream Home ’Dream Home
 History Ch ’6:00 Ancient Aliens “Return to Mars” ’Ancient Aliens ’9:02 Ancient Aliens ’10:05 Ancient Aliens ’11:05 Ancient Aliens ’Aliens
 Lifetime ’5:00 The Help ★★★ (2011) Viola Davis. ’Secretariat ★★★ (2010, Dra.) Diane Lane. The story of the 1973 Triple Crown winner. ’11:05 Married at First Sight ’Secretariat
 MTV ’Ridiculous. ’Ridiculous. ’Ridiculous. ’Ridiculous. ’Ridiculous. ’Ridiculous. ’Ridiculous. ’Ridiculous. ’Ridiculous. ’Ridiculous. ’Ridiculous. ’Ridiculous.
 Nat’l Geo ’Lockdown ’Lockdown “Chaos Control” ’San Quentin Unlocked ’Hard Time: Locked Up (N) ’Drugs, Inc. ’Drugs, Inc. “Hollywood High” ’Drugs, Inc
 Nickelodeon ’Loud House ’Lip Sync ’Double Dare ’Henry Danger ’Henry Danger ’SpongeBob ’SpongeBob ’The Office ’The Office ’Friends ’Friends ’Friends
 Noggin ’Abby Hatcher ’Butterbean ’PAW Patrol ’PAW Patrol ’PAW Patrol ’PAW Patrol ’Peppa Pig ’Peppa Pig ’Peppa Pig ’Sunny Day ’Bubble ’Bubble
 OWN ’6:00 Dr. Phil ’Dr. Phil ’20/20 on OWN ’48 Hours: Hard Evidence ’48 Hours: Hard Evidence ’20/20 on OWN ’Evidence
 PARMT ’Mom ’Friends ’Friends ’The Longest Yard ★★ (2005, Com.) Adam Sandler, Chris Rock, Burt Reynolds. ’The Longest Yard ★★ (2005) Adam Sandler.
 Science ’My. Beasts ’Mysteries of the Abandoned ’Mysteries of the Abandoned ’Mysteries of the Abandoned ’Mysteries of the Abandoned ’Houdini’s Last Secrets ’Mysteries of
 Syfy ’Unbreakable ★★ (2000) Bruce Willis, Samuel L. Jackson. ’The Fifth Element ★★★ (1997, Sci-fi.) Bruce Willis, Gary Oldman. ’Futurama ’Futurama ’Futurama
 TBS ’Family Guy ’Bob’s Burgers ’Bob’s Burgers ’Man of Steel ★★ (2013, Act.) Henry Cavill, Amy Adams, Michael Shannon. ’Abraham Lincoln: Vampire Hunter ★ (2012)
 TLC ’Say Yes ’Say Yes to the Dress ’90 Day Fiancé “Extended: Tell All, Part 2” (N) ’Dr. Pimple Popper ’ I Am Jazz ’90 Day
 TNT ’6:00 Bones ’Bones “Man in the Mansion” ’The Bourne Legacy ★★★ (2012) Jeremy Renner, Rachel Weisz. Premiere. ’10:45 Red ★★ (2010, Act.) Bruce Willis, Morgan Freeman.
 TruTV ’ Inside Jokes ’ Inside Jokes ’ Inside Jokes ’ Inside Jokes ’ Inside Jokes ’ Inside Jokes ’ Inside Jokes ’ Inside Jokes ’ Inside Jokes ’Laff Mobb ’Laff Mobb ’ Inside Jokes
 TVLand ’M*A*S*H ’M*A*S*H ’M*A*S*H ’Raymond ’Raymond ’Raymond ’Raymond ’Two/Half Men ’Two/Half Men ’King ’King ’King
 TVOne ’Cosby Show ’Cosby Show ’Cosby Show ’Good Times ’Good Times ’Good Times ’Good Times ’Good Times ’Good Times ’Good Times ’Good Times ’Good Times
 Univision ’Noticiero Uni. ’La Rosa de Guadalupe (N) ’Jesús ’Mi marido tiene más familia ’Amar a muerte (N) ’ Impacto Extra ’Noticiero Uni ’Deportivo
 USA ’Law & Order ’Mod Fam ’Mod Fam ’Mod Fam ’Mod Fam ’Mod Fam ’Mod Fam ’Mod Fam ’Mod Fam ’Mod Fam ’Mod Fam ’Mod Fam
 VH1 ’6:00 White Chicks ★★ (2004, Com.) ’RuPaul’s Drag Race: All Stars (N) ’Grown, Sexy ’Four Brothers ★★ (2005) Mark Wahlberg, Tyrese Gibson. Premiere.
 WGN-A ’Blue Bloods ’Men of Honor ★★★ (2000, Dra.) Robert De Niro, Cuba Gooding Jr. ’Men of Honor ★★★ (2000, Dra.) Robert De Niro, Cuba Gooding Jr. ’Married

MOVIES

NEWS & SPORTS

VARIETY CABLE

LOCAL ▶6:30 PM ▶7:00 ▶7:30 ▶8:00 ▶8:30 ▶9:00 ▶9:30 ▶10:00 ▶10:30 ▶11:00 ▶11:30 ▶12:00
 NBC 4 ’Nightly News ’Redskins Documentary ’America’s Got Talent “The Champions Two” ’Saturday Night Live (N) ’News4 at 11 ’11:29 Saturday Night Live (N)
 FOX 5 ’Tmz TV ’TMZ (N) ’The Masked Singer ’The Passage “Pilot” ’Fox 5 News at Ten (N) ’Fox 5 News ’Hell’s Kitchen
ABC 7 ’World News ’Wheel ’Jeopardy! ’NBA ’NBA Basketball Los Angeles Lakers at Houston Rockets. Toyota Center. (N) ’News ’On Your Side ’Castle
CBS 9 ’CBS News ’PiYo Workout! ’Paid Program ’NCIS: Los Angeles ’NCIS: New Orleans ’48 Hours (N) ’9 News ’11:35 NCIS: New Orleans
MNTV 20 ’Family Feud ’Fox 5 News On the Plus (N) ’Family Feud ’Family Feud ’Mod Fam ’Mod Fam ’Mod Fam ’Mod Fam ’Chicago P.D. ’House
CW 50 ’Mike & Molly ’Mike & Molly ’blackish ’Two/Half Men ’Two/Half Men ’Mom ’Mom ’Friends ’Friends ’Friends ’Friends ’Wipeout
PBS 22 ’Simply Ming ’On Story ’Bright Lights ’King George VI: The Man ’Rick Steves Special ’Mark Twain’s Journey ’NewsHour Wk ’Poetry ’MPT-Request
PBS 26.4 ’Wash ’Great British Baking Show ’Poirot “The Third Girl” ’9:34 Lawrence of Arabia ★★★★ (1962, Bio.) Peter O’Toole, Alec Guinness.

 ▶7:00 PM  ▶8:00  ▶9:00  ▶10:00  ▶11:00  ▶12:00
 A&E ’5:00 Live PD “Live PD -- 01.11.19” ’8:06 Live PD: Rewind (N) ’Live PD “Live PD -- 01.19.19” (N) (L) ’Live PD
 AMC ’4:30 Twister ’Gravity ★★★ (2013) Sandra Bullock. Premiere. ’Planet Earth: Dynasties (N) ’Twister ★★★ (1996, Act.) Helen Hunt, Bill Paxton.
Animal Plnt ’Pit Bulls ’Pit Bulls and Parolees ’Pit Bulls and Parolees ’9:01 Pit Bulls and Parolees ’Hanging With Hendersons ’11:01 Pit Bulls and Parolees ’Pit Bulls
BBC ’Planet ’Planet Earth II “Deserts” ’Planet Earth II “Grasslands” ’Planet Earth: Dynasties (Series Premiere) (N) ’Planet Earth II “Islands” ’Planet Earth II “Mountains”
Bravo ’Million LA ’Million Dollar LA ’8:14 Monster-in-Law ★★ (2005) Jennifer Lopez, Jane Fonda, Michael Vartan. ’10:22 Monster-in-Law ★★ (2005) Jennifer Lopez.
Comedy Ch ’4:45 Meet the Parents ★★★ ’7:20 Meet the Fockers ★★ (2004, Com.) Robert De Niro, Ben Stiller. ’Dirty Grandpa ★ (2016, Com.) Robert De Niro, Zac Efron, Aubrey Plaza.
Discovery ’5:00 Barrett-Jackson Live (N) ’Expedition Unknown ’Expedition Unknown ’Expedition Unknown ’Expedition Unknown ’Expedition
Disney ’Bunk’d ’Bunk’d ’Bunk’d ’Monsters, Inc. ★★★ (2001) Billy Crystal ’Coop & Cami ’Bizaardvark ’Coop & Cami ’Bizaardvark ’Andi Mack ’Stuck/Middle
DIY ’Rehab Addict ’Rehab Addict ’Rehab Addict ’First-Flippers ’First-Flippers ’First-Flippers ’First-Flippers ’First-Flippers ’First-Flippers ’First-Flippers ’First-Flippers ’First-Flippers
ESPN ’6:00 College Basketball Virginia at Duke. (N) ’UFC Fight Night: Cejudo vs. Dillashaw - Prelims (N) (L) ’SportsCenter (N) (L) ’SportsCenter (N) (L) ’SportsCenter
FoxNews ’News HQ ’Fox Report with Jon Scott (N) ’Watters’ World (N) ’Justice With Judge Jeanine ’The Greg Gutfeld Show (N) ’Watters’ World ’Justice Judge
Freeform ’5:00 Tangled ’7:10 Wreck-It Ralph ★★★ (2012) Voices of John C. Reilly. ’9:15 The Incredibles ★★★ (2004, Children’s) Voices of Craig T. Nelson, Holly Hunter. ’11:55 Tarzan
 fX ’5:30 Now You See Me ★★ (2013) ’Now You See Me 2 ★★ (2016, Adv.) Jesse Eisenberg, Mark Ruffalo, Woody Harrelson. ’Gone Girl ★★★ (2014, Mys.) Ben Affleck.
 FXM ’5:15 Marley & Me ★★★ ’7:35 The Secret Life of Pets ★★★ (2016) Eric Stonestreet ’9:25 The Secret Life of Pets ★★★ (2016) ’11:15 Rocky Balboa ★★★ (2006) Burt Young
 Hallmark ’6:00 One Winter Proposal (2019) Jack Turner. ’Winter Love Story (2019, Rom.) Jen Lilley. Premiere. ’Love, of Course (2018) Cameron Mathison, Kelly Rutherford. ’Perfect Catch
 HGTV ’Fixer Upper ’Fixer Upper ’Love It or List It ’Love It or List It ’House Hunters Renovation ’Log Cabin ’Log Cabin ’Love It-List It
 History Ch ’5:00 Unforgiven ★★★★ (1992, Wes.) ’National Treasure ★★ (2004, Adv.) Nicolas Cage, Diane Kruger, Justin Bartha. ’11:04 Project Blue Book ’National
 Lifetime ’6:00 Girl in the Bunker (2017) Julia Lalonde. ’Escaping the Madhouse: The Nellie Bly Story (2018) ’10:03 The Bad Seed (2018) Mckenna Grace, Rob Lowe. ’Escaping
 MASN ’Track Live ’Nationals Classics From Apr. 9, 2014. ’ESPNEWS (N) ’Wall To Wall Baseball
 Nat’l Geo ’6:00 Inside: 21st Century Warship ’Air Force One ’Area 51: The CIA’s Secret ’CIA Secret Experiments ’Air Force One ’Area 51
 Nickelodeon ’Loud House ’Loud House ’Henry Danger ’Henry Danger ’Cousins, Life ’Knight Squad ’SpongeBob ’The Office ’The Office ’Friends ’Friends ’Friends
 PARMT ’Forrest Gump ★★★★ (1994) Tom Hanks. A slow-witted Southerner experiences 30 years of history. ’The Shawshank Redemption ★★★★ (1994) Tim Robbins, Morgan Freeman.
 Science ’Catastrophes ’Engineering Catastrophes ’What On Earth? (N) ’What On Earth? (N) ’What On Earth? (N) ’What On Earth? ’What/Earth
 SportsNET ’Best of ’NBA G League Basketball Wisconsin Herd at Capital City Go-Go. (N) (L) ’NHL Hockey New York Islanders at Washington Capitals. Capital One Arena. ’Shogun
 Syfy ’5:30 The Fifth Element ★★★ (1997) ’Jurassic Park ★★★ (1993, Adv.) Sam Neill, Laura Dern, Jeff Goldblum. ’10:55 Deadly Class “Pilot” ’Futurama
 TCM ’5:30 Death of a Salesman ★★★★ (1985) ’The Last Hurrah ★★★ (1958) Spencer Tracy, Jeffrey Hunter. ’10:15 The Reformer and the Redhead ★★ (1950, Com.) ’Murder-Sweet
 TLC ’Say Yes ’Say Yes to the Dress ’Say Yes to the Dress (N) ’Four Weddings Four line dancing friends compete. (N) ’Say Yes to the Dress ’Say Yes
 TNT ’5:30 Red 2 ★★ (2013, Act.) Bruce Willis. ’The Accountant ★★ (2016, Susp.) Ben Affleck, Anna Kendrick. Premiere. ’The Accountant ★★ (2016) Ben Affleck, Anna Kendrick.
 USA ’Olympus Has Fallen ★★ (2013, Act.) Gerard Butler, Aaron Eckhart. ’London Has Fallen ★★ (2016) Gerard Butler, Aaron Eckhart. ’Temptation Island ’Fast-Furious

SELECT CABLE

LOCAL ▶6:30 PM ▶7:00 ▶7:30 ▶8:00 ▶8:30 ▶9:00 ▶9:30 ▶10:00 ▶10:30 ▶11:00 ▶11:30 ▶12:00
 NBC 4 ’Nightly News ’Minions ★★ (2015) Voices of Sandra Bullock, Jon Hamm. ’Dateline NBC ’News4 at 11 ’Sports Final ’12:05 Access
 FOX 5 ’Tmz TV ’The Simpsons ’Bob’s Burgers ’The Simpsons ’Bob’s Burgers ’Family Guy ’The Cool Kids ’Fox 5 News at Ten (N) ’Fox 5 News ’5 Sunday ’GameDay Pr.
 ABC 7 ’ABC 7 News ’Amer. Funniest Home Videos ’Amer. Funniest Home Videos ’Shark Tank (N) ’10:01 Shark Tank ’News ’ABC7 Sports ’Castle
 CBS 9 ’NFL Football New England Patriots at Kansas City Chiefs. AFC Championship game. (N) (L) ’Magnum P.I. (N) ’9 News ’James Corden
 MNTV 20 ’Major Crimes ’Fox 5 News ’Matter of Fact ’Big Bang ’Big Bang ’Big Bang ’Big Bang ’TMZ (N) ’Chicago P.D. ’Paid Program
 CW 50 ’Goldbergs ’Goldbergs ’blackish ’Supergirl “Suspicious Minds” ’Charmed (N) ’Seinfeld ’Seinfeld ’Friends ’Friends ’2 Broke Girls
 PBS 22 ’Evolution ’Punda the Zebra ’Vintage Roads Great & Small ’Victoria on Masterpiece (N) ’Victoria & Albert ’Last of Wine ’Songs Center ’MPT-Request
 PBS 26.4 ’Check Pls. ’Downton Abbey ’Pride and Prejudice ’Victoria on Masterpiece (N) ’Victoria & Albert ’Great British Baking Show ’Austin City
  ▶7:00 PM  ▶8:00  ▶9:00  ▶10:00  ▶11:00  ▶12:00
 A&E ’6:00 Walking Tall ★★ (2004) The Rock. ’Men in Black ★★★ (1997) Tommy Lee Jones, Will Smith. ’10:01 Men in Black II ★★ (2002, Act.) Tommy Lee Jones. ’Men in Black
AMC ’6:00 The Matrix ★★★ (1999) Keanu Reeves, Laurence Fishburne. ’The Matrix Reloaded ★★★ (2003) Keanu Reeves. Freedom fighters revolt against machines. ’Matrix Revol.
 Animal Plnt ’6:00 The Zoo ’Crikey! It’s the Irwins ’Crikey! It’s the Irwins (N) ’How-Animals ’How-Animals ’10:01 Crikey! It’s the Irwins ’11:01 Lone Star Law ’How-Animals
 BBC ’5:00 The Green Mile ★★★ (1999, Dra.) Tom Hanks, David Morse. ’The Green Mile ★★★ (1999) Tom Hanks. A condemned prisoner possesses a miraculous healing power.
 Bravo ’Housewives ’Housewives-Atlanta ’Housewives-Atlanta ’Temptation Island ’Housewives-Atlanta ’Watch What ’Housewives-Atlanta
 Comedy Ch ’5:00 Meet the Fockers ★★ ’7:35 Dirty Grandpa ★ (2016, Com.) Robert De Niro, Zac Efron. ’Talladega Nights: The Ballad of Ricky Bobby ★★ (2006) Will Ferrell.
 Discovery ’Last Frontier ’Alaska: The Last Frontier ’Alaska: The Last Frontier ’Alaska: The Last Frontier (N) ’The Last Alaskans (N) ’Homestead Rescue ’Last Frontier
 Disney ’Monsters, Inc. ’Hotel Transylvania ★★ (2012, Children’s) ’Bizaardvark ’Coop & Cami ’Andi Mack ’Star Wars ’Bunk’d ’Bizaardvark ’Coop & Cami ’Stuck/Middle
 DIY ’Salvage ’Building Alaska ’Building Alaska ’Building Alaska (N) ’Building Alaska ’Building Alaska ’Alaska
 ESPN ’6:00 SportsCenter (N) (L) ’High School Basketball ’UFC Top 10 ’SportsCenter ’NFL PrimeTime (N) (L) ’SportsCenter (N) (L)
 FoxNews ’Fox Report ’Fox News Sunday ’Watters’ World ’The Next Revolution With ’Life, Liberty & Levin (N) ’Watters’ World ’Revolution
 Freeform ’4:50 The Incredibles ★★★ ’Moana ★★★ (2016) Voices of Dwayne Johnson, Auli’i Cravalho. Premiere. ’The Lion King ★★★ (1994) Voices of Matthew Broderick. ’Pocahontas
 fX ’5:00 Now You See Me 2 ★★ (2016) ’Jason Bourne ★★ (2016, Act.) Matt Damon, Tommy Lee Jones. ’Jason Bourne ★★ (2016) Matt Damon, Tommy Lee Jones.
 FXM ’5:20 Warcraft ★★ (2016) ’7:40 Hansel & Gretel: Witch Hunters ★★ (2013, Fan.) ’9:25 Hansel & Gretel: Witch Hunters ★★ ’11:10 An Unfinished Life ★★ (2005, Dra.)
 Hallmark ’6:00 Winterfest Movie Countdown ’Winterfest Movie Countdown ’Winterfest Movie Countdown ’Winterfest
 HGTV ’Property Bro ’Property Brothers ’Beach ’Beach ’Bahamas Life ’Bahamas Life ’ Island Life (N) ’ Island Life (N) ’Pool in My House ’Bahamas Life
 History Ch ’Amer. Pickers ’American Pickers ’American Pickers: Bonus Buys “Small Business, Big Picks” The guys find a massive warehouse. (N) ’American
 Lifetime ’6:00 The Wrong Friend (2018) Li Eubanks. ’Deadly Match (2019) Alyssa Lynch, Mitch Ainley. Premiere. ’10:03 Escaping the Madhouse: The Nellie Bly Story (2018) ’Deadly Match
 MASN ’ESPNEWS (N) ’ESPNEWS (N) ’Bensinger ’Fight Sports: World Class Championship Boxing ’Heartland Poker Tour ’ESPNEWS (N) ’Nats Talk
 Nat’l Geo ’The 80’s ’The 80’s: Decade/Made ’The 80’s: Decade/Made ’Valley of the Boom (N) ’Valley of the Boom (N) ’Valley of the Boom ’Valley-Boom
 Nickelodeon ’SpongeBob ’SpongeBob ’SpongeBob ’Alvin and the Chipmunks ★★ (2007, Children’s) Jason Lee. ’The Office ’The Office ’Friends ’Friends ’Friends
 PARMT ’5:30 Dumb & Dumber ★★★ (1994, Com.) ’We’re the Millers ★★ (2013, Com.) Jennifer Aniston, Jason Sudeikis. ’Dumb & Dumber ★★★ (1994) Jim Carrey, Jeff Daniels.
 Science ’Evidence ’Strange Evidence ’Strange Evidence “Supervolcano Apocalypse” (N) ’Houdini’s Last Secrets (N) ’Strange Evidence
 SportsNET ’NHL Hockey New York Islanders at Washington Capitals. Capital One Arena. ’College Basketball Wake Forest at Virginia Tech. ’Women’s College Basketball
 Syfy ’5:05 Jurassic Park ★★★ (1993) Sam Neill. ’The Lost World: Jurassic Park ★★ (1997, Adv.) Jeff Goldblum, Julianne Moore. ’Jurassic Park III ★★ (2001) Sam Neill.
 TCM ’5:30 The Remains of the Day ★★★ (1993) ’All That Heaven Allows ★★★ (1955) ’9:45 Giant ★★★★ (1956, Dra.) Elizabeth Taylor, Rock Hudson, James Dean.
 TLC ’Sister Wives: Countdown to the New Season ’Sister Wives Meri’s offer on the B&B is accepted. ’Seeking Sister Wife ’11:03 Dr. Pimple Popper (N) ’Sister Wives
 TNT ’5:30 Gone in Sixty Seconds ★ (2000, Act.) ’The Accountant ★★ (2016, Susp.) Ben Affleck, Anna Kendrick. ’The Sum of All Fears ★★★ (2002, Susp.) Ben Affleck.
 USA ’Law & Order ’Law & Order: SVU ’Law & Order: SVU ’Law & Order: SVU ’Law & Order: SVU ’Mod Fam ’Mod Fam ’Mod Fam

SELECT CABLE
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BY BRIAN WITTE

ASSOCIATED PRESS

ANNAPOLIS | Maryland Gov. Larry 
Hogan outlined some of his top budget 
proposals Thursday in his $46.6 billion 
budget plan for the next fi scal year, one 
day before the proposal is due to the 
Democrat-controlled General Assembly.

Mr. Hogan said his plan fully funds his 
administration’s priorities and spending 
programs mandated by the legislature 
without raising taxes. He also said it leaves 
$1.3 billion in reserves.

Mr. Hogan has a breakfast meeting 
scheduled with lawmakers on fi scal pan-
els Friday, when the governor’s entire 
plan will be made public. Lawmakers will 
spend much of the rest of the legislative 
session working on the budget before 
taking a vote before the session ends at 
midnight April 8.

Education
The budget includes $9.3 billion for 

K-12 education, which Mr. Hogan says 
is another record amount. Funding for 
school construction is more than $438 
million, the most ever in one year, accord-
ing to the administration. The Republican 
governor also is proposing that the state 
create a fund that would enable $3.5 bil-
lion to be invested in school construction 
over the next fi ve years.

Mr. Hogan has set aside $200 million to 

implement recommendations of the state 
panel known as the Kirwan Commission.

Economic development
The administration has included $56.5 

million more in funding to expand Mary-
land’s Opportunity Zone program to 
attract business and development. The 
budget also includes $8 million for tax 
credits for manufacturing employers that 
create jobs in parts of the state with high 
unemployment rates.

Transportation
The proposal includes $3.3 billion in 

investments in the state’s transportation 
network. That includes nearly $1.7 billion 
for state highways and $221 million for 
the Purple Line light rail project.

It also includes $255.9 million for 
local jurisdictions known as Highway 

User Revenue — a $24 million increase 
from last year.

Drug addiction
The budget plan contains about $248 

million for prevention and treatment 
of drug addiction, about a 20 percent 
increase over the amount in the last 
budget to battle addiction.

Health
Nearly $11.5 billion is included for 

Maryland’s Medicaid program, which 
provides health care coverage to nearly 1.4 
million state residents. Nearly $130 million 
is allocated to pay for a 3.5 percent rate 
increase for behavioral health and devel-
opmental disabilities service providers.

Crime
Mr. Hogan has included about $13 

million to pay for initiatives to address 
violent crime in Baltimore, including 
increased enforcement eff orts and added 
support for prosecution and witness 
protection. The budget also includes $3 
million to implement additional security 
measures at houses of worship at risk 
of hate crimes, the administration said.

Environment
The budget fully funds transfer tax 

programs, including Program Open 
Space, with no diversions of special fund 
revenue to the state’s general fund. Pro-
grams funded by the transfer tax are slated 
to receive $267.5 million, an increase of 
about $14.5 million from last year.

State employee raises
The governor’s proposal includes at 

least a 3 percent raise for state workers.

MARYLAND

Hogan budget funds priorities, allows for reserves

“As a staunch supporter of Virginia veterans and their families, 
I was glad to welcome members of the @VirginiaLegion and 
the Joint Leadership Council (JLC) to the Capitol today.”
— Virginia House Speaker Kirk Cox, on Twitter

Governor to give 
$46.6 billion plan 
to lawmakers

MARYLAND

Authorities: 3rd suspect 
in slaying arrested in Georgia

Authorities say another teen has 
been arrested in the gang-related slay-
ing of a man last year.

Francisco Sosa, 18, was arrested 
Tuesday in Gwinnett County, Geor-
gia, and is awaiting extradition to 
Maryland.

Prince George’s County Police 
say Mr. Sosa was arrested on charges 
including fi rst-degree murder in the 
death of Herson Mejia-Alvarez, 19.

County police working on an unre-
lated case found Mejia-Alvarez’s body 
in a wooded area in May. His cause 
of death was ruled to be blunt force 
trauma.

Lenin and Bryan Mancias-Callejas 
were 16 years old when they were ar-
rested in the case in June and charged 

as adults with murder.
Police say Mr. Sosa and the Man-

cias-Callejas brothers are members of 
a gang.

 — Associated Press

GLEN BURNIE

ICE ends detainee contract
with Anne Arundel County

Weeks after Anne Arundel County 
stopped alerting U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement about the im-
migration status of its jail inmates, the 
federal agency is withdrawing from 
its contract to house detainees there 
— a decision that will cost the county 

millions in revenue.
The Capital reported that the 

agency gave Anne Arundel County 
three months’ notice in a letter 
Wednesday. The county received 
about $4 million last year to house up 
to 130 ICE detainees.

County Executive Steuart Pittman 
withdrew from the 287(g) program 
in December, saying it didn’t make 
people safer. He also proposed using 
the money from the ICE contract to 
pay for legal help for the detainees.

 — Associated Press

VIRGINIA
RICHMOND

64,000 Virginians lose pay 
in shutdown, state loses taxes

Virginia’s secretary of fi nance says 
the partial government shutdown has 
cut off  pay for more than 64,000 state 

residents and could squeeze benefi ts 
programs.

The Daily Press reported that 
Aubrey Lane told the Senate Finance 
Committee on Wednesday that unpaid 
wages for those workers amount to 
$127 million a week, on which the state 
typically collects $7 million in payroll 
taxes. 

Half those workers are furloughed, 
while the other half are working with-
out pay.

Virginia has covered the cost of 
benefi ts for furloughed workers, but 
it’s unclear whether they’ll receive 
back pay to reimburse the state.

Mr. Layne also said Virginia could 
lose the $100 million a month it uses 
to fi nance food stamps if the shutdown 
lasts past February. 

He warned that cost may need to 
be factored into the General Assem-
bly’s state budget plans.

 — Associated Press

BY MEG RYAN

THE DAILY TIMES

OCEAN CITY, MD. | A breezy winter afternoon 
doesn’t deter an orange kitten from running around 
Ocean City.

He digs holes in the sand, climbs over dunes and 
makes his way up to Marty’s Playland arcade on the 
Boardwalk. He explores the Skee-Ball machines 
while passers-by smile and giggle watching the cat 
walk up and down the games.

This little orange kitten is known as “Pip the 
Beach Cat” and is quickly growing as a celebrity 
in Ocean City. He has gained more than 4,600 likes 
on Facebook and counting as he continues to travel 
through the town to diff erent events and landmarks.

The friendly kitten was seen in the Berlin Christ-
mas Parade and out at the Ocean City Police Depart-
ment, Winter Fest OC and various restaurants.

He’s continuing to build his popularity by self-
publishing a children’s book and training to work 
as a therapy cat.

“It’s like rediscovering Ocean City through the 
eyes of a kid, but instead of a kid it’s a cat,” said Emily 

Meadows, Ocean City resident and Pip’s mother.
Ms. Meadows said the 7-month-old kitten joined 

her family after he turned up at a friend’s home. He 
was homeless, small and dirty looking for a place to 
stay. Initially, Ms. Meadows and her husband planned 
to just babysit him, but plans changed.

“He’s just never left,” she said.
Ms. Meadows and her husband quickly realized 

that Pip was diff erent from their other cats and 
needed to run around to get all of his energy out.

“He’s super adventurous and tears up our whole 
house so we have to take him out all the time to 
keep him busy and give him things to do,” she said.

That’s when Pip’s adventures around the resort 
town began. Pip can be seen on a harness and lease 
around town with Ms. Meadows following quickly 
behind.

She takes the cat to dig around in the sand, walk 
the Boardwalk and visit various businesses. He’ll 
chase sea gulls or ride boogie boards and paddle 
boards.

“He’ll stop by and hang out with everybody,” Ms. 
Meadows said.

The public’s reaction to Pip has been positive, 

Ms. Meadows said. Sometimes people don’t always 
notice him and when they do they’re surprised and 
want to hear his whole story. He’s a joy for families 
as well as children like to borrow the leash and take 
Pip for a walk.

“Kids love him,” she said.
The cat now has his own business cards to give 

to fans.
Pip’s children’s book will be focused on Ms. 

Meadow and her family’s favorite spots in Ocean 
City. She said they’re currently trying to fi nd an 
illustrator for the book and believe it will be avail-
able for sale by end of April or beginning of May. 
A portion of the book’s proceeds will be donated to 
charities including The Cricket Center, Surf Into 
Integrity and Worcester County Humane Society.

Ms. Meadows said as Pip attends events, he’ll 
donate $3 from every book to the organization.

The family also is working on making Pip a 
therapy cat to visit nursing homes. Ms. Meadows 
said the biggest hurdle is typically getting the cat to 
enjoy car rides, but that’s no issue for Pip.

“That’s when we knew he’d be a perfect candi-
date,” she said. 

MARYLAND

Letting the cat out on to the beach
Meet Pip, he’s making waves in Ocean City with his fantastic feline adventures
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Pip the Beach Cat plays at the beach in Ocean City, Maryland. Th is friendly kitten was seen in the Berlin Christmas Parade and at Winter Fest OC and various restaurants.

BY VALERIE RICHARDSON

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Vice President Mike Pence defended 
his wife Thursday against criticism over 
her job at a Northern Virginia Christian 
school that prohibits homosexual or other 
extra-marital activity on the part of stu-
dents or parents, calling for an end to 
“attacks on Christian education.”

Second lady Karen Pence, who teaches 
art part-time at Immanuel Christian 
School in Springfi eld, touched off  a media 
fi restorm following reports about the 
school’s policy on morality, which requires 
parents and students to adhere to “the 
biblical lifestyle that the school teaches.”

“Karen and I have been in and around 
public life for almost two decades, and so 
to be honest with you, we’re used to the 
criticism,” Mr. Pence told Family Research 
Council president Tony Perkins. “But the 
attacks on Christian education by the 
mainstream media have got to stop.”

His comments came during a radio in-
terview Thursday on “Washington Watch 
with Tony Perkins.”

“We cherish the freedom of religion in 
this country,” Mr. Pence continued. “This 
administration stands foursquare for the 
freedom of religion of people of all faiths, 
and to see the mainstream media criticize 
my wife because she’s choosing to return 
to the classroom of an elementary Chris-
tian school is wrong. Again, the attacks on 
Christian education must end.”

The story, fi rst reported by The Huff -
ington Post, prompted a round of denun-
ciations by media fi gures and progres-
sives accusing Mrs. Pence of condoning 
discrimination, while conservatives de-
fended the private school’s right to adopt 
traditional Christian standards of morality.

Immanuel requires parents to sign an 
agreement recognizing that the school 
“reserves the right, within its sole dis-
cretion, to refuse admission to an ap-
plicant or to discontinue enrollment of 
a student if the atmosphere or conduct 
within a particular home, the activities 
of a parent or guardian, or the activities 
of the student are counter to, or are in 
opposition to, the biblical lifestyle the 
school teaches.”

“This includes, but is not limited to 
contumacious behavior, divisive conduct, 
and participating in, supporting, or con-
doning sexual immorality, homosexual 
activity or bi-sexual activity, promoting 
such practices, or being unable to support 
the moral principles of the school. (Lev. 
20:13 and Romans 1:27.) I acknowledge the 
importance of a family culture based on 
biblical principles and embrace biblical 
family values such as a healthy marriage 
between one man and one woman,” the 
agreement states.

“The Daily Show’s” Trevor Noah 
mocked Mrs. Pence in a Wednesday night 
segment, adding that, “I think it’s crazy 
that if you want to discriminate against 
anyone in America all you have to do is 
go, ‘Oh, it’s because of my religion! I’m 
not discriminating!’”

“This sends a terrible message to stu-
dents,” tweeted the ACLU. “Do we want 
to live in a country with leaders who are 
willing to disavow LGBTQ youth?”

VIRGINIA

Pence blasts 
critics for 
attacking 
wife’s job 
at school



B
usiness schools are growing like weeds in the nation’s 
universities, many of them endowed by the smart, 
the clever, and the innovative upon whom capitalism 
has not merely smiled, but laughed out loud.

Some of these wizards with a corner offi  ce at Gillette 
think they have discovered the magic formula they never 
learned in a classroom. Why be nice to your most loyal 
customers when you can resort to snark, snarl and insult, 
putting those customers in their place and pander to the 
feminists in a perpetual pout at #MeToo. This remarkable 
experiment in revolutionary counter-marketing has caught 
the eye and attention of marketing mavens worldwide. You 
don’t need expensive research to fi gure out that women 
don’t buy many razor blades (and some of the ladies of the 
#MeToo persuasion obviously don’t buy any).

Gillette has its own history of toxic masculinity. The 
maker of the blue blade was once synonymous with boxing, 
football and other violent manly exercises. Little boys grew 
up thinking the Friday Night Fights, the World Series and 
the New Year’s Day bowl games were owned and operated 
by Gillette. A little boy grew up determined to “look sharp” 
and “be sharp,” and learned to shave with a Gillette blade, 
dreaming of the day a dishy blonde or dark brunette would 

caress his cheek 
to see how 
smooth it was 
and step out of 
a sexually sug-
gestive Gillette 
commercial to 

declare upon close inspection that he was in fact “all a man 
can be.”

After millions of views of a remarkable television com-
mercial depicting men as bullies and sexual harassers en-
couraging little boys to fi ght each other, abuse women, and 
display the crudest kind of “toxic masculinity,” the narrator 
tells men that it’s time for them to “stop making excuses 
and renounce the idea that ‘boys will be boys’.”

The idea that the way to make money and reform 
the world is to diss loyal customers and cater to those 
without much use for your product would never have 
occurred to most of the professors at business schools, 
but Gillette, the dominant manufacturer of razor blades, 
is betting that snark and insult is the way for the company 
to be all it can be.

“We weren’t trying to court controversy, says Pankaj 
Bhalla, the “director of the brand” at Gillette. “We were just 
trying to upgrade the selling line that we’ve had for 30 years 
— the Best a Man Can Get — and make it relevant. I don’t 
think our 
intention 
was to have 
controversy 
just for 
the same 
of con-
troversy.” 
This was 
said with 
a straight 
face, so per-
haps it was 
meant to be 
believed.

Gillette 
is a big 
company, 
highly 
profi table 
and when 
Procter and 
Gamble ac-
quired it 14 years ago it had to pay $57 billion for it. We can 
assume the wizards in the corner offi  ces think they know 
what they’re doing. Gillette makes sharp razor blades, as 
almost any man could tell you, as well as a top-selling shav-
ing cream. Men are always on the scout for something to 
relieve the drudgery of the morning shave, and Gillette once 
had an astonishing market share of 70 percent. That share 
has dropped to 50 percent over the past decade. Not even 
slashing the price of their simple and inexpensive razors 
has stopped the bleeding (as it were).

One undeniable sin of the modern man is that male 
grooming is not what it used to be. Whether men are 
growing a beard, emulating Karl Marx, or just settling 
for the sloppy look, the daily shave is clearly  out, as a 
cursory inspection of the passing parade demonstrates. 
Research shows that the millenials, the market of the im-
mediate future whether the marketers like it or not, want 
a “socially conscious” razor blade.

Reaction to the commercial and the controversy has 
been remarkably negative. Comments on Gillette’s own 
YouTube channel have been running 10 to 1 against the 
message of the commercial, and if only a few of the angry 
men keep their vow to throw their razors in the toilet it 
will be good news for the nation’s plumbers. Someone will 
have to unclog a lot of toilets.

Insulting men, particularly white men, is currently in 
high vogue, but Gillette is testing the theory that anything 
can be overdone. The marketplace will be a sorry place 
when it’s all about angry boycotts and everyone refers to a 
sanctions list to determine which toothpaste, deodorant or 
diaper to drop into the shopping cart. But Gillette can’t say 
it didn’t ask for it.

Harry’s and Dollar Shave Club are standing by to assist 
Gillette’s fall from invincibility and two marketing guys in 
the corner offi  ces are hiding in the closet. Boys will be boys, 
and some of their former customers have their razors ready 
to make some unkind cuts.

Wesley Pruden is editor in chief emeritus of The Times.
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By Steve Everley

A
re fossil fuels like oil and natural gas the energy of the 

past?
You could be forgiven for thinking so. There 

is no shortage of headlines on how renewables 
will be the fastest growing energy source in the 
coming decades, especially in rapidly growing 
economies, where renewables are experiencing 
double-digit growth. According to the BP Sta-

tistical Review of Energy, 
from 2016 to 2017, use of 
non-hydro renewables 
increased by 31 percent 
in China and nearly 20 
percent in India.

But based on the global 
oil and gas market, we 
might want to pump the 
brakes on the hype.

Since 2014, U.S. crude 
oil exports have increased 
by more than 220 percent, 
and by 2020 exports are 
projected to hit nearly 4 
million barrels per day. 
In 2017, China was the 
second largest destination 
for U.S. oil shipped abroad.

Last year, for the 
second year in a row, the 
United States exported 
more natural gas than it 
imported. U.S. liquefi ed 
natural gas (LNG) exports 
have increased by more 
than 4,000 percent since 
2014, and by the end of 
2019 our LNG export 
capacity will more than 
double. The United States 
will soon be the third larg-
est LNG exporter in the 
world, behind only Qatar 
and Australia.

None of this would be 
possible without rapidly 
growing demand. The 
International Energy 
Agency (IEA) projects 
global oil demand will in-
crease by 11 million barrels 
per day by 2040, driven 
mostly by a 30 percent in-
crease in Asia. That even 
incorporates the growth of 
electric vehicles, because 
most of the increased oil demand will come from petrochemical 
manufacturing. By 2030, IEA projects natural gas will overtake coal 
as the second largest fuel in the global energy mix.

The data from just China and India — the world’s largest and 
third-largest energy consumers, respectively — are stunning.

China’s total energy consumption from all sources in 2017 was 
roughly 23 billion barrels of oil equivalent. Non-hydro renewables in 
China accounted for the equivalent of about 782 million barrels of oil 
in 2017, or around 3.4 percent of China’s total energy consumption.

Meanwhile, China consumed nearly 4.5 billion barrels of oil in 
2017 when it overtook the United States as the world’s largest oil 
importer. From 2016 to 2017, Chinese oil consumption increased by 82 
million barrels. Natural gas consumption in China also increased by 
nearly 195 million barrels of oil equivalent over the same period.

Historically, China has not been a major natural gas consumer, at 
least relative to other sources: Only about 6 percent of its energy use 
comes from natural gas. Yet total natural gas use in China is still mas-
sive. The energy that China gets from natural gas is more than double 
what the United States currently gets from renewables.

All indications are that China will become an even bigger natural 
gas consumer. Chinese LNG imports increased by nearly 50 percent 
last year, and the country’s natural gas use will more than double 
in the next decade as part of its “blue skies” initiative to reduce 
pollution.

Energy from oil and 
gas in China is approxi-
mately eight times larger 
than what renewables 
delivered in 2017.

The world’s second 
most populous coun-
try, India, is also driv-
ing global oil and gas 
demand.

Even though renew-
ables had double-digit 
growth in India from 
2016 to 2017, the country’s 
dependence on fossil 
fuels was unchanged. In 
2016, renewables ac-
counted for 2.5 percent of 
all primary energy use in 
India. In 2017, they were 
2.9 percent.

Oil delivers 10 times 
more energy for India 
than renewables. The 
country will more than 
double its oil use by 2035, 
making it the fastest 
growing oil consumer 
in the world. India gets 
twice as much energy 
from natural gas than 
renewables, and it is 
planning to build 11 LNG 
import terminals over 
just the next seven years. 
The country already 
imports about 20 million 
tons of LNG per year, 
but it hopes to more than 
triple that to 70 million 
tons by 2025.

Growing global energy 
demand will require a di-
verse set of resources and 
approaches, including 
fossil fuels, renewables, 
and effi  ciency. And to be 

sure, the recent growth in renewables has been impressive.
But amidst discussions about the so-called Green New Deal and 

as activists paint a rosy picture about transitioning to 100 percent 
renewables within 10 years, it is more important than ever to focus 
on data over political slogans.

We have the capacity to give billions of people around the world 
access to stable and aff ordable sources of energy, not only lifting 
them out of poverty but also ensuring that more dollars fl ow back 
into the United States.

Someone will be providing massive quantities of oil and natural 
gas to countries like China and India in the decades to come. Why 
shouldn’t it be the United States?

Steve Everley is spokesman for Texans for Natural Gas.

A bright future for U.S. oil and gas
With facts and data, reality beats the so-called Green New Deal

By Rich Danker

Donald Trump, the fi rst presi-
dent who talks as a common 
man and serves without prior 
offi  cial experience, is not 

allowed to govern normally. Despite 
winning 30 states in 2016, he has had 
to embrace extraordinary tactics to 
move his agenda over 
opposition in both po-
litical parties. From the 
elimination of the fi li-
buster for his Supreme 
Court confi rmations to 
the budget reconcilia-
tion technique required 
to pass his tax cuts, 
President Trump faces 
the choice of seeing his 
campaign promises die 
or have a chance to suc-
ceed only on account of 
creative and labored circumvention, 
usually on the rails of his Twitter 
handle.      

Mr. Trump’s $6 billion wall on the 
southern border, recently envisioned 
as a scale-up of Barack and Michelle 
Obamas’ Kalorama enclosure (“same 
thing, slightly larger version!”), is a 
tangible promise he had made since 
coming down the escalator at Trump 
Tower. No matter how much revenue 

the U.S. government might see from 
its revised trade deal with Mexico, 
its funding must be appropriated by 
Congress. 

Until recently, Mr. Trump largely 
deferred to Republican congressio-
nal leadership on spending, which 
yielded nothing for a wall. With 
Paul Ryan gone and the House GOP 

coming off  a midterm 
drubbing, that deference 
is gone. Mr. Trump has 
become the sole negotia-
tor with the new House 
Democrats and refused 
to sign any more appro-
priations bills without 
wall money. 

Seventy-four per-
cent of discretionary 
federal funding had 
already been appropri-
ated through the end 

of fi scal 2019 when the government 
entered a partial shutdown before 
the holidays. Mr. Trump has ordered 
furloughed employees previously 
considered nonessential — like 
IRS refund processors — to stay on 
the job. He also recently signed a 
law to ensure furloughed workers’ 
back pay upon funding. Instead of 

Donald Trump, the ‘norm entrepreneur’
He reduces voter perception of an event like the shutdown and a new opinion emerges
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 BY WESLEY PRUDEN

 If his voter 
coalition sticks 
out an extended 

shutdown he may 
be able to get 

Democrats to reach 
a breaking point 
and fund at least 
part of his wall.

» see DANKER | B3
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It’s an unkind cut 
and Gillette takes 

it on the chin
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The House of Representatives has 
voted, nearly unanimously, to 
condemn remarks made by Iowa 

congressman Steve King. The long-
time Republican congressman, in an 
interview with The New York Times, 
asked a rhetorical question: “White 
nationalist, white supremacist … when 
did that become off ensive?” The correct 
answer is “a long time ago.” Rep. King’s 
remarks set off  a fi restorm, including 
calls to resign from powerful members 
of his own party.

“[T]he House of Representatives 
once again rejects White nationalism 
and White supremacy as hateful ex-
pressions of intolerance that are con-
tradictory to the values that defi ne 
the people of the United States,” the 
resolution says. (It’s not clear why the 
adjective “white” is capitalized.) Mr. 
King, striking a note of regret, voted 
for it himself. The only dissenting vote, 
Rep. Bobby Rush of Illinois, deemed the 
condemnation too lenient. Perhaps he 
wants a public fl ogging.

It has become a commonplace that 
bigotry is on the rise in the United 
States. Given that America is more 
diverse and that there are more oppor-
tunities available for racial minorities 
than ever before in U.S. history, we’re 
not so sure that this is so. But bigotry 
has no rightful place in America, and 
we’re happy to see it dying out.

We note, however, that there ap-
pears to be one notable exception to 
this trend. Hatred of Jews — an ancient 
pathology, known popularly as “anti-
Semitism” — does appear to be on the 
rise. And it’s not “whataboutism” to 
note that this is largely a sin of the left.

The Women’s March, the anti-Don-
ald Trump political organization, has 
taken fi re for anti-Semitism, and rightly 
so. Tamika Mallory, co-president of 
the group, is peculiarly fond of Louis 
Farrakhan, the virulently anti-Semitic 
leader of the Nation of Islam. On a 
recent appearance on the television 
program “The View,” Ms. Mallory 
could not bring herself to condemn 
Mr. Farrakhan, who has referred to 
Jews as “termites.” (Jews as insects is a 
trope that was widely employed in Nazi 
Germany.) Because of this, and other 
accusations of anti-Semitism surround-
ing the group, mainstream liberal orga-
nizations like the Democratic National 
Committee have severed ties with the 
organization.

They have not severed ties with two 

new members of Congress who can be 
credibly accused of animus towards 
Jews. One is Rep. Ilhan Omar, newly 
elected from Minnesota. In a 2012 tweet, 
Ms. Omar accused Israel of having 
“hypnotized the world.” “May Allah 
awaken the people and help them see 
the evil doings of Israel,” she continued. 
Accusing Jews of having diabolical, 
supernatural powers is another trope 
of anti-Semitism. Her accusation of 
“hypnosis” goes far beyond the bounds 
of legitimate criticism of the world’s 
only Jewish state.

Rep. Rashida Tlaib, from the state 
of Michigan, is the other new Muslim 
member of Congress. Rep. Tlaib sup-
ports a “one-state solution” — which 
means, by defi nition, the destruction 
of the Jewish state — and supports the 
Boycott, Divest, and Sanctions (BDS) 
movement, which would single out 
democratic Israel for harsh sanctions. 
Even J Street, the left-wing Jewish or-
ganization that is acidly critical of the 
Israeli government, refused to support 
Ms. Tlaib’s candidacy. When anti-BDS 
legislation was introduced in Congress 
this month, she accused the sponsors 
of “forgetting what country they repre-
sent.” This is a return to another classic 
anti-Semitic accusation, that Jews hold 
“dual loyalty” to the United States and 
Israel. The Democratic-held House 
does not seem interested in condemn-
ing or even scolding Rep. Omar or Rep. 
Tlaib.

A poll taken two years ago purports 
to show the normalization of anti-Sem-
itism in American life, an increase in 40 
percent of Americans who hold anti-
Semitic views. Among the poll’s fi nd-
ings are that 31 percent of Americans 
believe Jews are “more loyal to Israel 
than to America,” and that a quarter 
believe that Jews “talk too much” about 
the Holocaust.

The dangers are not merely aca-
demic. Anti-Semitic hate crimes rose 
by 57 percent between 2016 and 2017, 
the Anti-Defamation League reports. 
And who can forget the slaughter that 
unfolded in Pittsburgh last year when 
11 worshipers were murdered in a 
synagogue? That atrocity was the 
worst mass killing of Jews in Ameri-
can history.

Anti-Semitism is a scourge with 
thousands of years of history. It’s 
probably naive to think it will ever 
die out. But trends indicate things 
are moving in the wrong direction.

The House rebukes a member
There must be no place in America for racial or religious bigotry

Is there is a border crisis? Who 
are we to believe — politicians or 
our own eyes? Our neighbor lost 
two children to the fentanyl that 
comes through the southern border. 
Drugs, gangs, potential terrorists 
and human traffi  ckers penetrate the 
border as easily as do families. Our 
inability to screen immigrants also 
exposes us to pathogens like tuber-
culosis. The porosity of the border 
is confi rmed by felons who have 
been deported multiple times. Yet 
another “caravan” is forming, and 
identifying vests worn by its spokes-
men prove it to be an organized, not 

a spontaneous event. Yes, there is 
a crisis.

The assertion that “walls don’t 
work” is irrational. TSA uses walls 
to funnel passengers through mag-
netometers. Magnetometers (and 
screeners to man them) are expen-
sive. By comparison, walls are cheap. 
Controlling the border with sensors 
and drones would require a 24-hour 
“quick reaction” force to respond to 
crossings along hundreds of miles of 
border. That force would increase re-
quired manpower tenfold compared 
to using the “walls and ports of entry” 
model. Hungary and other European 

countries are building walls today. 
The wall in Israel has reduced terror-
ism by over 99 percent. Most tellingly, 
Jordan began building a border wall 
with Syria in 2009.If “walls don’t 
work,” why did the Obama admin-
istration and Congress appropriate 
money to assist that eff ort?

Yes, Congress must be fi scally 
responsible.  But given the situation at 
the border, it is specious to argue that 
$5.7 billion for the wall (0.15 percent 
of the federal budget) is unjustifi ed.

CHIP DRURY
Alexandria, Va.

Situation at border indeed crisis

With the federal government shut-
down now approaching a month in 
length, I know federal workers are 
beginning to feel the fi nancial pinch, 
and for their sake hope the impasse 
is resolved sooner rather than later.

Living in Northern Virginia, I 
know and am friends with a few of 
these federal employees, so I can get 
their views on the issue of a border 
wall fi rsthand. For Americans liv-
ing outside the federal bubble that 
is Washington, the concept of a dis-
pute over a border wall may seem 

ridiculous. Many Americans have 
never visited our southern border with 
Mexico, and may not have a grasp of 
the necessity for a border wall, fence 
or other physical barrier. Let me try 
and put things in perspective.

Say your local grocery store, 
maybe a Safeway or Giant, had 10 
entrances and exits, but only one 
checkout counter. The store had secu-
rity cameras at all the doors, but only 
one security guard at the checkout 
counter. The other nine doors were 
not secured. I wonder if the local 

hoodlums would soon realize that 
they could visit the store, do their 
“shopping” and just walk out with-
out paying. Sure, they might appear 
on the security camera, but the lone 
guard can’t leave his post, so they 
leave unimpeded.

Meanwhile, law-abiding customers 
patiently stand in line at the checkout 
counter, waiting their turn to make 
their purchases.

RANDALL STEPHENS
Falls Church, Va.

Wall would ensure fairness

FAMILY TRUST
By Kathy Wang
William Morrow, $26.99, 400 pages

By Corinna Lothar

F
amilies and trust — the emo-
tional kind as well as the fi nan-
cial one — are central to Kathy 
Wang’s fi rst novel, “Family Trust.” 

It’s an entertaining account of a Chinese-
American family at odds with one another 
and, to some extent, the world. That world 
is Silicon Valley, California, where the 
younger generation of the family is in-
volved, more or less successfully, in venture 
capital endeavors and investments. Money 
and status are the touchstones of success.

It’s easy to forget that almost all the 
characters are Chinese, given their English 
names, until Ms. Wang reminds with little 
jabs that all is not in a name. American 
as they are, her characters have moments 
when their “otherness” is 
confronted.

The book is divided into 
chapters, each bearing the 
name of one of the char-
acters, and expressing that 
character’s point of view, 
told in the third person. 
It’s a witty romp through 
marital, parent-child, sib-
ling, professional and ethnic 
relationships and confl icts.

Stanley, the family 
patriarch, a weak man given 
to lying and fi ts of rage, is 
dying of cancer. His long-
divorced wife, Linda, the mother of his 
adult children, Kate and Fred, is pushing 
them to have Stanley make a will, fear-
ing that if he doesn’t, his current, much 
younger wife, Mary, will inherit every-
thing. Kate and Fred are reluctant to 
bring up the subject with their father.

Linda “wondered whether she had 
taught her son anything. Didn’t Harvard 
Business School have a class in second 
wife and end-of-life estate planing? For 
the tuition it charged, it should at least 
have off ered it as an elective.” Linda 
had always worked and had saved and 
invested money, cognizant of Stanley’s 
incompetence and misrepresentation.

Fred was divorced. His current 
girlfriend, Erika, a tall, striking Hungar-
ian, with “loose hazelnut curls and light 
fi ltered through green eyes [was] a trill-
ing contrast to the plain black and dark 
browns of the Asians he’d mostly dated 
before.” Erika didn’t like “most ethnic 
restaurants, and in particular the cheap 
authentic ones, an admission that in 
native Bay Area circles was viewed with 
the same muted horror as Holocaust 
denial or the use of trans fats.” 

Fred had expected to be rich a few 
years after graduating from Harvard, but 
had not risen beyond being a minor in-
vestor at a smallish fi rm with few perks. 
In his zeal for wealth, he agreed to join a 

colleague in a new sure-fi re strike-it-rich 
venture that turned out to be a fraudu-
lent scheme. When he refused to marry 
Erika, she sent an email letter accusing 
him of betrayal, desertion, insults to his 
bosses and an interest in pornography, 
which “meandered through a smattering 
of high school and college acquaintances, 
as well as what Fred assumed to be 
the near entirety of his nine-hundred-
person Harvard Business School class” 
before reaching his employers. He was 
promptly fi red.

Linda, meanwhile, had met a Chi-
nese man on the Internet, become close 
to him, and agreed to meet. “The few 
strands [of his hair] that remained were 
obviously dyed, and Winston had made 
the mistake of selecting the jet-black hue 
of his youth, which created the unfortunate 
eff ect of a large spider tenuously clutch-
ing to the top of a beige spotted egg.” He 
turned out to to be a fraud connected to the 

same scheme that involved 
Fred —  but not until he had 
obtained considerable sums 
of money from Linda.

Kate was dong well in 
a prestigious Silicon Valley 
tech company, juggling 
her career, home (where 
husband Denny worked in 
the attic on a start-up), and 
their two children, until she 
discovered Denny’s aff air 
with Camilla Moser. Ca-
milla, when confronted by 
Kate, decided to drop Denny 
and in a curious turn-about, 

became Kate’s good friend.
Mary, Stanley’s second wife, had mar-

ried a man “who owned his own home, 
who had a pension, who could aff ord to 
take her on vacation to faraway destinations 
and didn’t force her to work.” She was only 
required to “serve him, delight him in every 
manner she could imagine, cook foods for 
him to enjoy, and massage his body each 
night.” 

Then she discovered all was a sham, 
and Stanley didn’t have the seven million 
he claimed to possess. Her husband was 
“a liar who’d promised her an amount 
beyond her wildest fantasies and made it 
real, before taking it all away. … That’s when 
Mary fi nally felt the anger, the resentment 
she had seen in the eyes of Stanley’s ex-wife 
and children.” Now she knew the truth “that 
success in America was less about what 
you earned than your particular luck on the 
day you decided to take it for yourself. She 
would manage things on her own.”

Miss Wang’s portrait of a special world 
makes “Family Trust” fun to read, but the 
underlying cynicism regarding Silicon 
Valley and human ambition leave sober-
ing thoughts on the complexity of human 
relationships. 

Corinna Lothar is a Washington writer, 
critic and frequent contributor to The 
Times.

At odds with one another 
and the world
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shutdown like President Obama, he 
has sought to maintain a functioning 
federal government while pressing 
Congress to improve its spending bill. 

Mr. Trump can’t govern normally, 
but he might be normalizing the gov-
ernment shutdown. Previously, Demo-
crats prevailed in such spending fi ghts 
no matter which end of Pennsylvania 
Avenue they controlled. A government 
shutdown became a national emer-
gency standing in the path of them 
getting their way. It was a reliable 
tactic by Democrats to force spending 
projects or spare budget cuts. 

This president may turn that tactic 

on its head. If his voter coalition sticks 
out an extended shutdown he may 
be able to get Democrats to reach a 
breaking point and fund at least part 

of his wall. The pinch from the lapse 
in appropriations is felt most sharply 
by Washington and Wall Street — the 
twin pillars of the Democratic Party. 
There may come a point, maybe it’s 
this month or maybe during March 
Madness, that a convergence of orga-
nized labor and investment bank donor 
pressure prompts Nancy Pelosi and 
Chuck Schumer to make a deal. In the 
meantime the country is assured trans-
fer payments, military spending, tax 
refunds, and the Mueller investigation. 

So far only a handful of congressio-
nal Republicans are in open opposition 
to Mr. Trump’s insistence on the wall 
as part of more government funding. 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McCon-
nell has conceded having any national 
voice outside of judicial confi rmations. 

The newly reconfi gured House 
Republican leadership lacks policy 
chops. Mr. Trump is fi ghting the tough-
est legislative battle of his 24-month 
presidency without a formidable band 
of lieutenants on Capitol Hill. But 
stretching back to the darkest days of 
the campaign, he’s often risen to the 
occasion when having to go at it alone. 

Legal scholar and former Obama 
regulatory czar Cass Sunstein calls Mr. 
Trump a “norm entrepreneur.” In Mr. 
Trump’s way of moving norms, he re-
duces voters’ inhibitions on expressing 
latent political preferences. A particu-
lar perception of an idea or event – like 
a government shutdown — could be 
replaced if Mr. Trump were to reset 
its applicable norms. A popular but 
previously concealed opinion would 

emerge as the new perception. When 
this happens, Mr. Sunstein argues, it is 
almost always a surprise.  

The ultimate surprise so far was 
Mr. Trump’s election, followed by his 
ability to garner steady presidential 
approval ratings without changing 
his manner from the campaign. In 
his busted Cabinet selections and 
deference to fellow Republicans in 
Congress, Donald Trump in his fi rst 
two years displayed plenty of good 
faith to old norms. The battle over the 
wall shows that fulfi lling his campaign 
promises requires he continue to suc-
ceed as a norm entrepreneur.

Rich Danker was until recently a se-
nior political appointee in the Trump 
administration.

Danker
From page B1

By Evan Barrett

I
n January 2017, Rep. Tulsi 
Gabbard, Hawaii Democrat, 
introduced legislation aimed 
to “prohibit the use of United 
States Government funds 
to provide assistance to Al 
Qaeda, Jabhat Fateh al-Sham, 
and the Islamic State.” If 

there were any doubt as to whether the 
congresswoman believed the United 
States was arming said terrorists, the 
bill’s name: the “Stop Arming Terror-
ists Act” appears to settle the question. 

Since Ms. Gabbard announced her in-
tention to run for president last week, she 
has received a large amount of criticism 
for past homophobia, Islamophobia and 
coziness with dictators. Less discussed, 
however has been her consistently 
distorted vision of American foreign 
policy, which suggests a radical distrust of 
America’s role in the world. 

In the instance of Syria alone, Ms. 
Gabbard insisted the United States was 
supporting al Qaeda and ISIS (they were 
not), praised Russia for standing up to 
terrorism in Syria (they were bombing 
anti-ISIS rebels). Ms. Gabbard stated she 
remained “skeptical” that the Assad re-
gime was responsible for Khan Shaykhun 
chemical weapons attack that killed 74 ci-
vilians and prompted President Trump to 
respond with airstrikes. Ms. Gabbard has 
off ered an alternative history of events 
in Syria since 2012, and has often placed 
malign American intent at the center of a 
civil confl ict. 

What is the source of these bizarre 
claims? To fi nd media institutions that 
support the positions listed above, one 
has to travel outside of mainstream media 
entirely and into the realm of activist 
blogs and state-sponsored outlets. Denial 
of Syrian government responsibility for 
chemical weapons attacks, for example, 
has been a constant staple of Russian, 
Iranian and Venezuelan state media, as 
well as conspiratorial websites belong-
ing to the political fringes in the United 

States. In order to justify its own rapa-
cious belligerence, this narrative goes, 
the United States fabricates war crimes 
on the part of governments targeted for 
“regime change.”

It is not particularly disturbing that 
Rep. Gabbard would oppose American 

intervention in Syria, especially given 
her own distinguished military service 
in Iraq. But it is disturbing how closely 
her rhetoric mirrors that of America’s 
principal adversaries in the Middle East. 
That the United States sponsored and 
supported ISIS is the fever dream of 

Middle Eastern propaganda ministers, 
not a sound basis for a piece of Ameri-
can legislation. How could a progressive 
serving on the Foreign Aff airs Committee 
have the same read on Syria as Mahmoud 
Ahmadinajad and David Duke?  After 
all, plenty of progressives including Sen. 

Bernie Sanders have proven capable of 
articulating a more restrained foreign 
policy without taking personal meetings 
with mass murderers. 

All of this suggests a worldview that 
is closer to the anti-imperial machina-
tions of despots than any recognized 
school of foreign policy, and would be 
virtually unprecedented in an American 
president. If there is any precedent for 
Ms. Gabbard’s conception of American 
empire, it was probably best represented 
by President Trump’s infamous response 
to Bill O’Reilly’s question about Vladimir 
Putin’s consistent murder of journalists: 
“You think our country’s so innocent?”

An open hostility to the perspective 
of America’s foreign policy and security 
apparatus is a growth industry in politics 
in 2019. While President Obama and Ben 
Rhodes complained privately about the 
undue infl uence of the foreign policy 
“blob,” President Trump openly ques-
tions the veracity of claims made by our 
own intelligence agencies and military 
offi  cials. Any relative success of Ms. Gab-
bard in a presidential run would represent 
the viability of this strategy on both sides 
of the aisle, and confi rm the existence of a 
broad, America-skeptic coalition. 

To be clear, there is nothing ille-
gitimate about skepticism regarding 
America’s seemingly endless Middle 
Eastern wars. After all, a strong majority 
of Americans now believe the war in Iraq 
was a catastrophic policy error. But The 
New York Times op-ed page failing to 
predict failure in Iraq does not mean we 
should turn to RT for our understanding 
of world events. The current resident 
of the White House has an a la carte 
relationship with the truth, pulling factual 
justifi cations from any and every source 
regardless of its credibility. In the 2020 
primary, Democrats will have to decide if 
Ms. Gabbard’s similar use of “alternative 
facts” is a strategy their party can tolerate.  

Evan Barrett, formerly deputy director 
of the Syrian Emergency Task Force, 
works as an independent consultant. 

Tulsi Gabbard’s distorted vision of American foreign policy
Endorsing Middle East fever dreams will not serve the presidential candidate

By Paul Driessen

Many people unduly 
fear chemical and 
other risks they don’t 
understand. When 

misfortune strikes, some look 
for a corporation to blame and 
sue. Litigation over glyphosate, 
the active ingredient in Roundup 
weedkiller, is a prime example.

Introduced in 1974 and licensed 
in 130 countries, the chemical is 
the world’s most widely used her-
bicide. Millions of homeowners 
use it regularly. Farmers employ 
it with “Roundup-Ready” corn, 
soybeans and other crops that are 
engineered to be resistant to it, to 
minimize weeding 
and tilling, preserve 
soil structure, and 
reduce erosion and 
water evaporation.

However, personal 
injury lawyers have 
targeted glyphosate, 
and a California jury 
recently awarded 
$289 million in dam-
ages (later reduced 
to $78 million) to a 
former groundskee-
per, who claimed 
the chemical caused 
his non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma and Mon-
santo deliberately or 
negligently failed to 
warn him adequately about the 
dangers.

The case is on appeal, and 
a second trial is in preliminary 
stages. Over 9,300 more cases 
could soon be in the docket 
against Monsanto and its new 
owner, Bayer.

If the allegations are correct, 
compensatory and even puni-
tive damage awards would be 
justifi ed, although what might be 

“reasonable” is subject to debate. 
However, reputable evidence 
strongly suggests that there is no 
connection between glyphosate 
use and lymphomas or other 
cancers.

The entire mega-litigation 
argument hinges on one study 
— and District Court Judge 
Vince Chhabria will soon decide 
whether it should be admissible 
at the next trial. Experts say the 
study is highly suspect, possibly 

even fraudulent, and 
should be disallowed.

Multiple studies 
by respected organi-
zations worldwide 
have concluded that 
glyphosate is safe and 
non-carcinogenic. 
Reviewers include the 
U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, 
European Food Safety 
Authority, European 
Chemicals Agency, 
Food and Agricul-
ture Organization, 
Germany’s Institute 
for Risk Assessment, 
Health Canada, Aus-
tralia’s Pesticides and 

Veterinary Medicines Authority, 
and others

The 25-year, multi-agency 
U.S. Agricultural Health Study of 
89,000 farmers, commercial ap-
plicators and their spouses found 
no glyphosate-cancer link. The 
2017 U.S. National Cancer Institute 
study of 54,000 pesticide applica-
tors reached the same conclusion. 

Only one study, by the France-
based International Agency for 

Cancer Research (IARC), says 
otherwise. However, IARC does 
no research of its own. It simply 
reviews existing research and 
classifi es chemicals as defi nitely, 
probably or possibly a cause of 
cancer in humans — often at 
extremely high doses that humans 
are highly unlikely to encounter 
in the real world. Nor does the 
agency conduct “risk assess-
ments” to determine exposure 
levels at which chemicals might 
actually have adverse eff ects on 
people.

Indeed, some chemicals may 
cause cancer at extremely high 
doses, but be completely harmless 
at levels encountered in our daily 
lives.

To date, IARC has studied over 
900 substances — and found only 
one was “probably” not carcino-
genic. Its antiquated approach 
lumps bacon, sausage, sunlight 
and plutonium together in its 
“defi nitely carcinogenic” category. 
Its list of “possible” carcinogens 
includes pickled vegetables and 
caff eic acid, which is found in 

coff ee, tea, and numerous fruits 
and vegetables, including apples, 
blueberries, broccoli, kale and 
onions. Glyphosate is listed as 
“probably” cancer-causing.

Even more problematic is the 
process IARC followed in reach-
ing its 2015 decision on glyphosate, 
based on evidence from rodent 
studies. As subsequent reviews 
by National Cancer Institute 
statistician Robert Tarone, cancer 
epidemiologist Geoff rey Kabat, 
and investigative journalists Kate 
Kelland and David Zaruk con-
fi rmed, that process was tainted 
from the beginning.

IARC’s glyphosate review was 
proposed by U.S. government stat-
istician Christopher Portier, who 
also served as the only outside 
“consulting expert” for the IARC 
“working group” that evaluated 
the chemical. He did so while 
also being paid as an advisor to 
the anti-chemical Environmental 
Defense Fund. Then, immedi-
ately after IARC issued its ruling, 
Mr. Portier signed a contract to 
receive $160,000 for serving as a 
litigation consultant for two law 
fi rms that were preparing to sue 
Monsanto on behalf of “glypho-
sate cancer victims.”

During its deliberations, Mr. 
Tarone concluded, the IARC 
panel highlighted certain positive 
results from rodent studies it 
relied on — while ignoring con-
tradictory results from the same 
studies. Overall, the data do not 
support the agency’s decision, he 
determined.

Ms. Kelland found 10 instances 
where “a negative conclusion 

about glyphosate leading to 
tumors was either deleted or 
replaced with a neutral or posi-
tive one” between draft and fi nal 
versions of the IARC report. Mr. 
Portier himself admitted the 
animal studies subgroup report 
concluding “limited evidence” 
of carcinogenicity somehow got 
upgraded to “suffi  cient evidence” 
for the fi nal report.

One member of the working 
group deliberately failed to men-
tion a study exonerating glypho-
sate, because it hadn’t yet been 
published. But that was because 
he (as one of the authors) held it 
back from publication until after 
IARC rendered its decision.

The 1993 U.S. Supreme Court 
decision in Daubert v. Merrell 
Dow Pharmaceuticals requires 
that parties in cases like these 
glyphosate cancer claims must 
prove to the presiding judge’s 
satisfaction that the scientifi c 
evidence they intend to pres-
ent is relevant and reliable. It 
must have been tested and/or 
peer-reviewed against accepted 
standards, must be accepted in 
the applicable scientifi c com-
munity, and must meet basic 
standards of honesty, integrity 
and credibility.

IARC’s claim that glyphosate 
is carcinogenic is such an outlier, 
so beneath scientifi c norms, that 
allowing it in future trials would 
cause legal and agricultural chaos.

Paul Driessen is senior policy 
adviser for the Committee For 
A Constructive Tomorrow 
(CFACT).

How anti-chemical lawsuits threaten legal chaos
Litigation over the use of Roundup weedkiller reveals trouble to come
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To date, IARC has 
studied over 900 
substances — and 

found only one 
was “probably” 

not carcinogenic. 
Its antiquated 

approach lumps 
bacon, sausage, 

sunlight and 
plutonium together 

in its “defi nitely 
carcinogenic” 

category. 
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TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (Jan. 18). Soul nourishment is com-
ing to you, and you will become spiritually healthier than 
ever this year. It’s right to be a little commitment-phobic in 
the early part of the year because you need to be free to in-
vestigate and experiment. Your options are exciting! By May, 
you’ll be ready to sign a stellar deal that will hold for years 
to come. Aries and Taurus adore you. Your lucky numbers 
are: 9, 30, 27, 1 and 40.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). When 
your truest desire is to assist, the fi rst 
step is to get to know the person and 
understand what needs, wants, fears 
and beliefs are in play. Only then can 
you fi gure out the best way to serve and 
support. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You’re in no mood to be told 
what to do, however well-meaning the other person may be. 
Even if they are just trying to protect you, show you love or 
share a skill, they’d better have total respect and manners or 
it won’t go well. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). Your pet project is like a 
friend. You love to spend time with it, speak up for it, go 
through the ups and downs with it, and do what it takes to 
loyally see it through. It’s not just business or recreation. It’s 
a representation of you. 

CANCER (June 22-July 22). You have no problem de-
livering on your promises to others. When it comes to 
fulfi lling your own orders, you’re not as vigilant. Make your 
wishes for yourself a top priority. Let your actions refl ect 
this.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You’ve had enough experience 
with certain types of social situations to know what you’re 
likely to enjoy. You need a little enjoyment now so you may 
as well steer clear of anything that’s not that. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Subtle, discomforting forces 
at play make you feel as though you’re sitting too close to 
the air conditioning vent — a cool wind, and too direct. 
You’ll feel better after you pick up and move somewhere 
warmer and quieter. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). When you feel the sandwich 
needs a dill pickle, a sweet pickle won’t do. Sure, they are 
both pickles, but the fl avor profi le is entirely diff erent. 
Bottom line: You want what you want. Apply it across the 
board. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). The fact that humankind 
needs entertainment and beauty in order to thrive is noth-
ing new. Even the cave dwellers painted pictures and played 
instruments. Let yourself relax and have fun. It’s part of 
what makes you human.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). There’s a certain ur-
gency to matters, as you’re starting to realize that if the job 
is done right and quickly you just might pull off  the feat 
you’ve been working on for weeks.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). The feeling behind a deal 
matters. People spend money emotionally. They react to the 
situation, go with what feels easy given the circumstance, 
taking on a “when in Rome” sort of attitude. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). In police work, resisting 
arrest is a serious crime. There’s an authoritative voice in 
your head that’s a little like an offi  cer upholding your own 
personal laws. It doesn’t like to be resisted either. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). As your signmate Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow said, “All things must change, to 
something new, to something strange.” You agree and look 
forward to the new day, though it may feel like it’s not com-
ing quite quickly enough. 
CREATORS.COM

HOLIDAY  
MATHIS

HOROSCOPE

DEAR ABBY: My girlfriend and I have lived together off  
and on for three years. We met at a lesbian bar in Los 
Angeles, and it was love at fi rst sight for me.

I suspect she has been seeing another woman. She 
has changed her dress style and even her cologne. 

When I confront her, begging her to 
tell me if she’s been cheating, she 
laughs it off . We don’t communicate 
well anymore, and she’s sleeping in 
another room now.

I have cared for her for so long. 
We were going to be married. Now I 

feel she doesn’t love me anymore. I have tried following 
her, but she disappears and sometimes doesn’t come 
home for days. I haven’t slept or eaten in weeks.

I love her so much. If she doesn’t come back to me, I’ve 
had thoughts of suicide. I can’t aff ord a shrink. I hope you 
can help. — FREAKED OUT & CLUELESS IN CALIFORNIA

DEAR FREAKED OUT: What’s happening is painful, but you 
don’t need a “shrink” to help you fi gure this out. People who 
love each other — or even care about each other’s feelings — 
do not treat each other the way you are being treated. That 
your girlfriend has been seeing someone else is entirely pos-
sible. And whether she laughs it off  or not, it isn’t funny.

I know it’s hard, but someone who acts the way she has 
isn’t worth killing yourself over. It may be scary, but it’s time 
for the two of you to separate. If you need emotional sup-
port, have friends with you when you tell her. And if you 
need more support than they can give, contact the nearest 
gay and lesbian center for counseling because they WILL be 
able to help you. Trust me, you’ll be glad you did.

DEAR ABBY: My wife has gotten herself into more 
debt than she earns in a year. She fi nally confessed to 
me that she can make only the minimum payments on 
her credit cards.

She has asked me for help, but she refuses to allow 
me to monitor her progress paying off  her debts. I have 
refused to help her get out of the hole she has dug for 
herself unless I have access to her credit card state-
ments. She had the gall to be upset with my request. I 
no longer trust her to manage her spending. Am I wrong 
to feel this way? — NEEDS ACCESS IN TEXAS

DEAR NEEDS ACCESS: No, you are not wrong. Your wife 
has a serious problem and is refusing to take the “medicine” 
that’s required to fi x it. I’m not sure what kind of help she 
expects from you, unless it’s money to bail her out of her 
situation.

Some people shop for the “thrill”; others do it to cope 
with depression. I have mentioned an organization, Debtors 
Anonymous, in my column before. It’s for individuals who 
are unable to control their spending. The website is debt-
orsanonymous.org, and you should look into it. However, if 
your wife continues to refuse to allow her spending to be 
monitored, for the sake of your own fi nancial future, you 
should consult an attorney.

⦁ Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van Buren, also known 
as Jeanne Phillips, and was founded by her mother, Pauline 
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or P.O. 
Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.
ANDREWS MCMEEL SYNDICATION

As girlfriend becomes more 
distant, woman feels despair

ABIGAIL 
VAN BUREN

DEAR ABBY
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JANRIC CLASSIC SUDOKU

Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number
can appear only once in each row, column and 3x3 block.
Use logic and the process of elimination to solve the
puzzle. The difficulty level ranges from Bronze (easiest) to
Silver to Gold (hardest). 

© 2018 by Janric Enterprises. Dist. by Creators Syndicate, Inc.

ANSWERS TO PREVIOUS PUZZLES:

NEWSDAY CROSSWORD

JUMBLE/David L. Hoyt & Jeff Knurek IN THE BLEACHERS/Steve MooreRUBES/Leigh Rubin

B.C./Mastroianni & Hart

DICK TRACY/Joe Staton & Mike Curtis

CARPE DIEM/Niklas Eriksson

DOGS OF C-KENNEL/Mick & Mason Mastroianni

THE BUCKETS/Greg Cravens

BOUND & GAGGED/Dana Summers

LOLA/Todd Clark

BROOM-HILDA/Russell Myers

HERB & JAMAAL/Stephen Bentley

ROSE IS ROSE/Pat Brady & Don Wimmer

BUCKLES/David Gilbert

STRANGE BREW/John Deering BLISS/Harry BlissPARDON MY PLANET/Vic LeeTHE FLYING McCOYS/Glenn & Gary McCoyBOTTOM LINERS/Eric & Bill Teitelbaum

Rating: Silver Science Guys
www.stanxwords.com

By Greg Johnson, Edited by Stanley Newman

POOCH CAFE/Paul Gilligan



SOCCER

D.C. United extend Olsen’s 
contract through 2021

D.C. United coach Ben Olsen has 
received a contract extension through 
the 2021 season, the team announced 
Thursday.

Olsen, 41, has been the team’s head 
coach since taking over in an interim 

role in 2010. Be-
fore that, he was a 
popular midfi elder 
for the Black and 
Red, appearing in 
221 games from 
1998 to 2009.

As coach, 
Olsen has a regular season record of 95 
wins, 108 losses and 69 draws.

Under Olsen last season, United 
fi nished the year on an 11-2-4 run after 
opening Audi Field and acquiring 
Wayne Rooney. United made the MLS 
Cup Playoff s, where they were elimi-
nated in their fi rst game.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Locksley hires Montgomery, 
Brooks for Maryland staff 

Former East Carolina coach Scottie 
Montgomery and DeMatha Catholic 
High School coach Elijah Brooks were 
among six assistant coaches offi  cially 
named to new coach Mike Locksley’s 
new staff  at Maryland, the university 
announced Thursday.

Montgomery will serve as the 
Terrapins’ off ensive coordinator and 
quarterbacks coach after East Carolina 
fi red him after three seasons.

Brooks will be Locksley’s running 
backs coach and reunite with 10 former 
DeMatha players he coached, includ-
ing returning backs Lorenzo Harrison 
III and Anthony McFarland Jr.

In addition, John Papuchis will be 
the Terrapins’ special teams coordina-
tor, John Reagan will be in charge of 
the off ensive line, Cory Robinson will 
serve in the roles of “defensive passing 
game coordinator” and defensive backs 
coach and Mike Miller will be the tight 
ends coach.
From wire dispatches and staff  reports.
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quarterback with Tom Brady, Drew Brees, 
Patrick Mahomes and Jared Goff  leading 
the way. Brady’s Patriots are the only team 
of the four that didn’t average at least 30 
points, scoring 27.3. Kansas City led the 
way at 35.3 with Mahomes throwing 50 
touchdown passes. Los Angeles was next 
at 32.9 and New Orleans averaged 31.5. 

Elite QBs aren’t the only thing these 
teams have in common. The Rams, 
Patriots and Saints were among the top 
six in rushing. 

C.J. Anderson (123) and Todd Gurley 
(115) had big games as Los Angeles ran 
for 273 yards in a 30-22 win against Dallas 
in the divisional round.

Sony Michel ran for 129 yards and three 
TDs in New England’s 41-28 victory over 
the Chargers last week. Brady also threw 
for 343 yards.  

Alvin Kamara and Mark Ingram com-
bined for 124 yards rushing as New Orleans 
held on to beat Philadelphia 20-14. Brees 
had 301 yards passing and two scores.

“They can beat you in both ways, 
they can run it or they can throw it,” 
Rams coach Sean McVay said of the 
Saints. “That’s what really presents such 
a great challenge because they’ve got a 
Hall of Fame quarterback and they got 
an elite running back, and they’ve got a 
great system.”

The Chiefs were in the middle of the 
pack on the ground during the season 
but Damien Williams had 129 yards in a 
31-13 rout over the Colts.

“Andy’s an off ensive coach so the off en-
sive plays they get on special teams and the 
off ensive plays they get on off ense, when 
you combine all of that together, it’s a lot 
of fi repower and a lot of explosive plays,” 
Patriots coach Bill Belichick said of the 
Chiefs. “Andy’s teams are always tough, 
well-disciplined. They don’t make a lot of 
mistakes. They make you beat them and 
that’s hard to do because they’re sound and 
he gets good players and he coaches them 
well and they’re tough.”

Other than Belichick, each team has 
off ensive-minded coaches. Payton, Reid 
and McVay earned their way on that side 
of the ball. The 32-year-old McVay is the 
youngest coach to win a playoff  game.

Both games are rematches from thrill-
ing, high-scoring contests in the regular 
season.

The Patriots (12-5) beat the Chiefs (14-
3) 43-40 at home in October. The Saints 
(14-3) defeated the Rams (14-3) 45-35 at 
home in November.

NFL
From page B10

spend some time on the phone for an 
interview.

Bowie, 44, pitched parts of six major 
league seasons, from 1999 to 2008. He 
was drafted by the Atlanta Braves in the 
eighth round in 1993. He spent time with 
the Chicago Cubs as a starter, the Oak-
land Athletics as a reliever and wound up 
with the Arizona Diamondbacks in 2003. 
Bowie suff ered torn elbow ligaments 
and missed all of the 2004 season. In 
December of that year, he was signed by 
the Nationals shortly after the franchise 
relocated from Montreal. He fi rst ap-
peared in a Nationals game as a reliever 
in 2006, and made 15 appearances, with 
a 1.37 ERA before winding up on the 
disabled list and missing the rest of the 
season. Bowie came back in 2007 and 
made 20 appearances out of the bullpen 
with a 3.71 ERA before he was needed as 
a starter. He was very eff ective, going 4-0 
with a 3.82 ERA in six starts. But again, 
his season ended in July when he went 
on the disabled list with a hip injury.

Bowie made the Colorado Rockies’ 
opening day bullpen. But after 10 appear-
ances, Bowie was released, and his major 
league career was over.

He has the memories of major league 
moments like playing for Hall of Famer 
Frank Robinson in Washington in 2006. 
“He is a legend and taught me so much 
about the game,” Bowie said. “I was 
fortunate to have him as a manager and 
loved playing for him. I was injured and 
missed the last month of the season, and 
when I came in to talk to him, he said, 
‘You ride a horse as hard as you can, then 
you shoot them.  We can’t shoot you.’  We 
laughed, but he did like to ride the hot 
hand in the bullpen till you couldn’t go 
anymore.”

But Bowie had something else to 
remember his major league career — se-
vere back pain. “The pitching had really 
taken its toll on my lumbar,” he said. 
“Once I got done with baseball, and the 
pain became unbearable and unmanage-
able, we had a spinal cord stimulator 
put in in August 2016 to help with the 
pain and to try to get me ready for some 
fusions that were necessary because of 
baseball. Not long after we had some 
complications from the surgery – the 
battery bounced around, created some 
damage. I ended up with both lungs 
being damaged and my diaphragm being 
ruptured. I’ve had multiple surgeries to 
try to correct that damage.”

Since then, Bowie has tried to fi nd 
some help to stay alive. “I don’t know 

how much longer I am going to live,” 
he said. “I’ve had multiple times where 
I made it back, but my family has been 
dealing with me being in this life and 
death situation for a long time now.”

Bowie contacted the players union, 
which controls the Major League Base-
ball pension plan, to qualify for disability 
payment. “I don’t have the four full years 

of time in to automatically get the ben-
efi ts,” he said. “I am 20 days short. But 
I applied on the basis that had my back 
not been injured from baseball I would 
not have needed surgery, which is a true 
statement.

“We were denied,” he said. “I fi led an 
appeal, went through the process, sent 
in some more medical records and play-
ing records and training room reports. 
It then goes to the Pension Committee 
Board to decide if you should get benefi ts 
for disability. The benefi ts aren’t a lot, 
but they would be enough to keep us 
from going bankrupt. It’s like $5,000 a 
month.

“We were denied on the appeal,” 
he said. “I called the union. I talked to 
a member of the pension committee, 
one of the guys who had declined my 
benefi ts, and he informed me he didn’t 
even read my case. He just read from the 
attorney for the pension plan that they 
could deny it, so without looking at my 
stuff  they just denied me.

“I said how in the world can you deny 
me and not read my appeal,” Bowie said. 
“I haven’t gotten anywhere with the 
union or any pension committee mem-
bers since that point.  It is very disheart-
ening to know this. Because I played 
Major League Baseball, I am going to 
bankrupt my family with the injuries it 

has left me. That’s not right.”
A call to the players union was not 

returned as of press time.
Bowie, who lives in New Braunfels, 

Texas, had a successful baseball academy 
before his health problems debilitated 
him. He’s had to sell assets and made 
other dramatic changes to try to keep up 
with the bills. “We’ve done a lot to try to 
keep me alive as we navigate through the 
medical system,” Bowie said. “Unless the 
situation changes dramatically, it bank-
rupts my family for me to live. That’s 
very hard for me to say publicly.”

Texas malpractice laws have a cap on 
damages that can be awarded, and Bowie 
said that cap would have been lower than 
the costs of him pursuing a lawsuit. The 
union somehow reversing their decision 
may be his only hope to keep him from 
losing everything — including his life.

“The quality of my life has suff ered 
because of the damage to my lungs and 
will never been back to normal,” he said. 
“But it would to the point where my wife 
or son doesn’t have to walk into the room 
every few hours to see if I am breathing, 
to see if Dad is dead or not.”

⦁ You can hear Thom Loverro on 
106.7 The Fan Wednesday afternoons and 
Saturday and Sunday mornings and also 
on the Kevin Sheehan Show podcast every 
Tuesday and Thursday.

LOVERRO
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BY ADAM ZIELONKA

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

ARLINGTON | A quick, unscientifi c 
survey of Washington Capitals fans at 
the team’s practice Thursday morning 
found no ill will between the fan base 
and the former coach who delivered the 
fi rst Stanley Cup in franchise history.

Rowland Thurlow, who has been a 
Capitals fan since 1982, believes the Capi-
tal One Arena crowd will cheer Barry 
Trotz when his New York Islanders visit 
Washington for the fi rst time this season.

“I think he did wonderful things for 
the Washington Caps,” Thurlow said. 
“He got back to where he wanted to be 
and take his team, he got there and now 
he’s turned it over to somebody else to 
do the same thing. And maybe he’ll help 
(the Islanders) get up to there, but he did 
a great job here.”

Capitals fan Tim Little added that he 
thinks Trotz is a “classy” guy and ought 
to be cheered. Little is monitoring ticket 
availability for Friday’s game, which is 

sure to be one of the bigger regular sea-
son matchups at Capital One this year.

The Capitals first played against 
Trotz’s Islanders on Nov. 26 in New 

York, and the team brought Trotz and 
former Washington assistants Mitch 
Korn and Lane Lambert into the visitors’ 
locker room before the game to present 

them their Stanley Cup rings. This time, 
the Capitals will honor Trotz’s return to 
the District with a video tribute during 
the game.

That aside, the complicated emotions 
and logistics of that fi rst reunion are out 
of the way. Capitals players are approach-
ing Friday’s game as just that — one out 
of 82, one that they need to win to snap 
a three-game losing streak.

“We see every game as a normal game 
and try to get ready as a normal game, 
whether there’s a former coach or it’s a 
playoff  game,” Nicklas Backstrom said. 
“But obviously we all know what Barry’s 
done for us here as players and for us as 
a city, and it’s pretty special. So I’m sure 
he will be well-received here tomorrow, 
and he should be. He deserves it.”

Tom Wilson expects it to be “a pretty 
emotional night” for Trotz.

“He was here for a long time, ups and 
downs, he was part of the community 
and I think he’s well respected by the 
community of D.C., so it will be a great 
moment for him and his family,” Wilson 

said. “He put in a lot of time and worked 
extremely hard to get this team to ac-
complish what we did last year.”

“So it will be good to see him again — 
and to take him down,” he added.

Trotz was conspicuously absent from 
the video the Capitals played at their 
banner-hanging ceremony Oct. 3 before 
the regular season opener.

Friday’s video tribute will happen 
sometime in the fi rst or second period. It 
can’t be played before puck drop because 
the Capitals will also have a ceremony 
in honor of Brooks Orpik reaching 1,000 
career NHL games.

Current Capitals coach Todd Reirden 
said he wants to watch the video before 
the game so he can focus on in-game 
adjustments when it plays in the arena.

Still, Reirden said, “It’ll be tough not 
to watch, and I know our players have a 
lot of respect for him and obviously we 
won a championship with Barry as our 
coach. There’ll be a very well-deserved 
tribute and then we can move forward 
on the plan.”

CAPITALS

Trotz’s return special for fans, business as usual for Capitals
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New York Islanders coach Barry Trotz visits Capital One Arena for the fi rst time on 
Friday aft er delivering the fi rst Stanley Cup in Washington Capitals history last June.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Former Washington Nationals pitcher 
Micah Bowie has been using oxygen 
since 2016 to help him breathe due to 
complications from back surgery.
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New York’s Mitchell Robinson.
Of the 14 players drafted ahead of him, 

only two — the Clippers’ Jerome Rob-
inson and the Nuggets’ Michael Porter 
Jr. have seen less playing time. Porter, 
though, is out with a back injury and has 
yet to play this season, while Robinson is 
on a deep Clippers team that’s currently 
fourth in the Western Conference.

Brooks said Brown’s lack of playing 
time is a mixture of depth and the rookie 
needing to still develop his game.

The Wizards desperately want to 
make the playoff s and they’re still in the 

hunt, only trailing the eigth seed by two 
games. Brooks has relied on veterans 
Otto Porter, Trevor Ariza, Jeff  Green and 
Sam Dekker ahead of Brown.

Still, the Wizards want Brown to de-
velop — which is why the team has 
repeatedly sent him to the G-League in 
order to get practice and playing time 
with the Capital City Go-Go. In the G-
League, Brown is averaging 16.5 points in 
34.5 minutes per game in eight contests 
this year.

Brown doesn’t mind going back and 
forth. He said “it’s good” to stay in shape 
and keep playing basketball.

As for his NBA minutes, the Wizards 
haven’t just stuck Brown at small forward. 
Brown is also comfortable at point guard, 

a position he played in high school.
Before the season, the Wizards 

stressed the need to have multiple ball-
handlers on the court, so they would like 
to see Brown excel at playmaking.

“I feel like when I focused on the game 
instead of what I do personally, I play 
basketball well,” Brown said. “It helps 
me succeed and stuff  like that. At that 
point, it’s just going out there and doing 
what the team needs me to do.”

Brown is developing, Brooks said. 
“He’s just going to have to be patient 

and keep working on his game and meet 
with our coaches and work with our 
coaches and watch fi lm,” Brooks said. 
“That’s how you improve a lot, a lot of 
times as a young player in this league.”

BROWN
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33.7 seconds remaining, and a 3-pointer 
by Beal rimmed out. Kevin Knox tried to 
run down the clock, but his off -balance 
3-point attempt missed the rim and led 
to a shot-clock violation with 3.3 seconds 
remaining.

That left Washington with one last op-
portunity. After Beal drove the lane, Trier 
and Emmanuel Mudiay failed to account 
for Bryant, who released the ball in time 
but had his shot swatted away by Trier.

“I think from my angle, watching the 
replay ... I was peeking over (the offi  cial’s 
shoulder) and it looked like it started just 
on its tick down,” Knicks coach David 
Fizdale said. “But we had a breakdown in 
coverage. It was supposed to be a switch 
and it wasn’t a switch and we paid for it.”

Beal, who worked out with Bryant in 
Los Angeles during the off season, said 
he didn’t hesitate dumping the ball off  
at the last second.

“It was a great play,” Beal said. “It was 
a play for me to basically catch it and get 
to the basket, but I slipped on something, 
lost my footing a little bit, and I saw TB 
rolling to the basket. I trusted him to 
make the right play for us.”

Mudiay scored 25 points, though he 
missed a heave as time expired, and Luke 
Kornet fi nished with 16 points, including 
12 in the fi rst quarter, for the Knicks.

New York held a 10-point lead after 
the fi rst quarter and pushed it to 19 in the 
second before entering halftime up 63-53.

It then led by as many as 16 in the third 
quarter before Washington began to rally. 
The Wizards reclaimed the lead at 92-91 
with 4:34 left on Porter’s pull-up jumper.

Beal, whose streak of three games 
with 30 or more points ended, scored 
only eight points in the fi rst half.

The Wizards shot 7 for 27 from 
3-point range and had a 51-42 rebound-
ing advantage.

Knicks center Enes Kanter, who is 
averaging 14.4 points and a team-high 11 
rebounds, did not travel with the team 
for the game because of fears over his 
safety as an outspoken critic of Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

Knicks rookie center Mitchell Robinson 
returned after missing 13 games with a 

groin injury and fi nished with four points 
and two rebounds in 10 minutes.

Wizards owner Ted Leonsis said be-
fore the game that he would “never, ever 
tank” and that Washington, which has 
reached the playoff s four of the last fi ve 
seasons, would push to do so again. “I 
don’t think you can tell a coach, ‘Don’t 
try to win,” Leonsis said. “I would never 
do that.”

The Knicks return home to host 
the Oklahoma City Thunder while the 
Wizards host the Detroit Pistons, both 
on Monday.

WIZARDS
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Washington Wizards forward Sam Dekker scores on a layup in Th ursday’s win over the 
New York Knicks. Dekker scored 10 points off  the bench.



BY ZAC BOYER
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LONDON | When Bradley Beal 
felt his legs go out beneath him, 
likely ending his chances of scor-
ing the go-ahead basket for the 
Washington Wizards, he spotted 
Thomas Bryant standing alone 
in the lane.

Beal dropped the ball off  to 
Bryant, who was awarded two 
points after Allonzo Trier was 
called for goaltending on his 
layup attempt with 0.4 seconds 
remaining, and the Wizards 
claimed a 101-100 victory over 
the New York Knicks at The O2 
Arena on Thursday night.

It was an odd fi nish for the 
Wizards, who outscored the 
Knicks 24-11 in the fourth quar-
ter to send New York to its fi fth 
consecutive defeat.

“I’ve never seen that 

— especially in London,” Wiz-
ards coach Scott Brooks said. 
“But what a fi nish. This was one 
of those games that nobody de-
serves to go on their long fl ight 
home without a win, but it hap-
pens in sports.”

Beal scored 26 points and had 
nine rebounds and Otto Porter Jr. 
had 20 points and 11 rebounds for 
the Wizards, but it was Bryant’s 
bucket — or, more accurately, 
the one he didn’t make — that 
mattered most.

Noah Vonleh gave the Knicks 
the 100-99 edge with a one-
handed fi nish over Bryant with 

WIZARDS

FRENETIC FINISH
Wizards beat Knicks in London on last-second goaltending 
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Off ense wins championships 
in the new NFL.

For the fi rst time since the 
league expanded to 32 teams in 
2002, none of the teams playing 
in the conference title game have 
a defense ranked in the top 10 in 
total yards. Only New England is 
among the top 10 in fewest points 
allowed.

But, the Chiefs, Patriots, Saints 
and Rams do possess the four 
most prolific offenses in the 
league. That’s the fi rst time the 
four highest-scoring teams play 
for the conference championship 
during the Super Bowl era.

It’s fi tting one of those teams 

will win the Vince Lombardi Tro-
phy because off ense dominated 
in 2018. The 1,371 touchdowns 
scored were the most in a season 
in league history and the 11,952 
points scored were the second-
most ever.

The two teams with the stingi-
est defenses reached the playoff s 
— Chicago and Baltimore — but 
lost at home in the wild-card 
round. 

“You have explosive players 
in the postseason, guys who are 
extremely talented, guys who are 
represented in the Pro Bowl, the 
All-Pro team,” Saints coach Sean 
Payton said Wednesday.

The success starts at 

NFL

Explosive offenses to power conference title games

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS
POSTSEASON OFFENSIVE RANK: 1
YARDS PER GAME AVERAGE: 498
PASSING YARDS PER GAME: 343
RUSHING YARDS PER GAME: 155

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS
POSTSEASON OFFENSIVE RANK: 3
YARDS PER GAME AVERAGE: 433
PASSING YARDS PER GAME: 253
RUSHING YARDS PER GAME: 180

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS
POSTSEASON OFFENSIVE RANK: 4
YARDS PER GAME AVERAGE: 420
PASSING YARDS PER GAME: 283
RUSHING YARDS PER GAME: 137

LOS ANGELES RAMS
POSTSEASON OFFENSIVE RANK: 2
YARDS PER GAME AVERAGE: 459
PASSING YARDS PER GAME: 186
RUSHING YARDS PER GAME: 273

AFC CHAMPIONSHIP: PATRIOTS AT CHIEFS, 6:40 P.M. SUNDAY, CBS NFC CHAMPIONSHIP: RAMS AT SAINTS, 3:05 P.M. SUNDAY, FOX

» see NFL | B9

M
icah Bowie used 
to run around the 
upper deck inside 
RFK Stadium to stay 

in shape when he was a Wash-
ington Nationals reliever in 2006 
and 2007. He remembers running 
by one of the white seats that 
marked one of former Senators 

slugger Frank 
Howard’s home 
runs and mar-
veling at how 
far the ball had 
to travel.

He doesn’t 
run anymore. 
Now, 10 years 
after he stopped 
playing, he can 
barely breathe.

“Everything around my fam-
ily’s life on a daily basis is about 
me breathing, just trying to keep 
my breathing for now,” Bowie 
said.

He has been using oxygen 
every day since 2016, and he says 
the levels he needs per minute 
now are hospice-level care to 
help his lungs, severely damaged 
from back surgery he had that 
went wrong to relieve pain from 
baseball injuries he suff ered.

“Now that my lungs are 
destroyed, about 50 percent of my 
lungs receive air,” Bowie said. I 
have about a 9 percent perfusion 
rate, which means about 9 per-
cent of my lungs are working.”

The costs to keep him alive 
have been prohibitive, and taken 
its toll on his family. Bowie quali-
fi ed for government disability 
payments, but that didn’t come 
close to helping pay his medical 
bills. So Bowie went to his union 
— the Major League Baseball 
Players Association — for help.

There was none.
“I went through three basic 

agreements to help the players 
have a system where they could 
make money,” Bowie said. “Now 
to have the players union arbi-
trarily deciding to deny benefi ts 
when they are earned is unfath-
omable to me. It is really hard to 
understand the way they think 
and the way they do that. It’s 
crazy for a major league baseball 
player in this situation to be on 
public care.”

I learned about Bowie’s plight 
from Doug Gladstone, the writer 
who has taken up the cause of 
the group of major league players 
from 1947 to 1979 frozen out of 
a change that allowed just one 
day of service credit for health 
benefi ts and 43 days of credit to 
qualify for a retirement allow-
ance. We had to wait several days 
to talk, between his doctor’s visits 
and search for help, and also for 
him to have enough strength to 

Ex-National 
needs help 
from union 
to stay alive

THOM 
LOVERRO

» see LOVERRO | B9

BY MATTHEW PARAS

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Throughout his rookie cam-
paign, forward Troy Brown hasn’t 
seen a lot of playing time. The 
19-year-old fi rst-rounder is bur-
ied on the Wizards’ depth chart, 
appearing in only 23 of 45 games 
this season.

But in Sunday’s loss against the 
Toronto Raptors, Brown saw 10 

minutes of action — taking over 
the team’s backup point guard role. 
And the next game, in Thursday’s 
win against the New York Knicks, 
Brown played nine minutes. 

Is it a sign he’s fi nally cracked 
the rotation? Not exactly.

Coach Scott Brooks has been 
non-committal regarding Brown’s 
playing time, repeating a varia-
tion of the same answer.

When Brown does take the 

court for extended stretches — 
like when he played 18 minutes 
last week against the Philadelphia 
76ers — it’s often been in blow-
outs or when the Wizards have 
been shorthanded.

“He just has to keep getting bet-
ter,” Brooks said earlier this week. 
“There’s not going to be a lot of 
minutes. It’s just the way it is. We 
have a lot of good players that are 
playing well at his position.”

This year, entering Thursday’s 
game, there have been 30 other 
drafted rookies in the NBA this 
season who have played more 
than Brown, the 15th overall pick 
out of Oregon. Brown has played 
a total of 159 minutes — trail-
ing even second-rounders like 
Charlotte’s Devontae Graham, 
Brooklyn’s Rodions Kurucs and 

Brown developing, but can’t crack Wizards’ rotationWizards 
forward Troy 
Brown is 
averaging 2.5 
points per 
game this 
season.

» see BROWN | B9
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Trotz’s return special 
for fans, business as 
usual for Capitals. B9
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Washington Wizards center Th omas Bryant scored on a goaltending call with 0.4 seconds left  on Th ursday in a 101-100 victory over the New York Knicks in London.

Washington Wizards guard Bradley Beal drives to the basket between New York Knicks center 
Mitchell Robinson and guard Damyean Dotson on Th ursday. Beal scored 26 points in the win. » see WIZARDS | B9

PISTONS AT WIZARDS
Monday: 2 p.m.; TV: NBC-W
washingtontimes.com/sports


