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BY STEPHEN DINAN

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Zabi-Ullah Hemmat wasn’t just one 
of 415,816 illegal immigrants caught at 
the southwest border in fi scal 2016. Nor 
was he just another of the 84 people from 
Afghanistan apprehended by Border 
Patrol agents that year.

What made Mr. Hemmat of special 
interest to authorities was that when he 

was snared by agents after 11 p.m. on a 
chilly November night and they ran his 
name through federal databases, it ap-
peared on the no-fl y terrorist watch list.

Mr. Hemmat is one of the terrorist 
suspects caught trying to sneak into 

the U.S. from Mexico — a category of 
people that is very much part of the de-
bate over illegal immigration. President 
Trump insists his border wall would 
deter people from being able to reach 
American soil, but Democrats say there 

is no real danger.
Mr. Hemmat’s case suggests both 

may be wrong.
He was indeed on U.S. terrorism 

lists, linked to both the Taliban and a 
plot somewhere in North America, ac-
cording to Department of Homeland 
Security documents. But after he was 
caught wandering in southern Arizona 
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‘Terrorism’ at the southern border
How smuggling networks take land 

route to sneak suspects into U.S.
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STEPPING FORWARD: Sen. Kamala D. Harris, a fi rst-term senator and former California attorney general, announced her 
entry in the Democratic presidential race on Monday. She joins three other women with an eye on the White House: (below 
from left ) Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand of New York, Rep. Tulsi Gabbard of Hawaii and Sen. Elizabeth Warren of Massachusetts.

BY SETH MCLAUGHLIN

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Sen. Kamala D. Harris announced Mon-
day that she is running for president, adding 
another woman and the fi rst black contender 
to the 2020 Democratic race, which is poised 
to be more diverse and more liberal than any 
previous fi eld.

Ms. Harris batted aside questions about 
how she will stand out among others looking 
to take on President Trump, saying “the voters 
will decide” the answers to those questions.

But the California lawmaker did say the 
Democratic Party needs to cast a wide net as 
it seeks to rebuild the enthusiasm that carried 
Barack Obama to two victories.

“The future of our country depends on 
you and millions of others lifting our voices 
to fi ght for our American values,” Ms. Harris 
said in an online video Sunday previewing her 
offi  cial announcement in Oakland, California, 
where she was born. “That’s why I am running 
for president of the United States.”

She is the fourth major female candidate to 
take steps toward a run for the White House, 
following fellow Sen. Elizabeth Warren of 
Massachusetts, who announced an explor-
atory committee, and Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand 
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BY DAVID SHERFINSKI

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The country’s fi scal picture is so bad 
that the new Democratic chairman of the 
House Budget Committee says he doesn’t 
see a realistic way to write a budget that 
will get to balance within a decade.

Rep. John A. Yarmuth of Kentucky 
said the plan he will draw up for Demo-
crats likely will include tax increases, 
but even with those, lawmakers would 
have to resort to gimmicks to close the 
annual trillion-dollar defi cits forecast for 
the next decade.

“In a 10-year window, the defi cits 
right now are too high,” Mr. Yarmuth 
said. “There’s no way to get it to balance 
without ludicrous assumptions.”

Mr. Yarmuth said he still plans to 
write a budget resolution for fi scal 2020 
that would lower defi cits over time, but 
he suggested political realities would 
limit gains.

One option is rolling back some of the 
$1.5 trillion in tax cuts that Republicans 
passed in 2017. That includes increasing 
the lowered corporate tax rate as well as 
the rate for the top individual tax bracket.

CONGRESS

Budget 
forecast 
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Democrats’ taxes 
can’t erase defi cit

BY BEN WOLFGANG AND LAUREN MEIER

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The government shutdown hit home 
for a Coast Guard crew that left port 
Monday on a monthslong foreign de-
ployment — the latest example of how 
the stalemate in Washington is fueling 
fi nancial and emotional distress for a 
military branch that is still on duty even 
as their paychecks remain held up by the 
30-day-old budget standoff .

The 170-member crew of the Coast 
Guard Cutter Bertholf left California 
early Monday to support U.S. military 
operations in the Pacifi c. That crew, with 
the rest of the Coast Guard’s active-duty 
force of more than 40,000, has been 
working without pay since Jan. 15.

Coast Guard offi  cials increasingly 
have been speaking out about the shut-
down’s impact on the service and on 
its member families, many of whom 
are turning to food pantries and local 
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Coast Guard 
on duty, but 
grows vocal 
on shutdownBY MARTIN AROSTEGUI

SPECIAL TO THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Russia, China and Cuba are not the 
only ones propping up the leftist regime 
of President Nicolas Maduro in Venezu-
ela. Spain, a NATO ally of the U.S. and im-
portant member of the European Union, 
has been selling military equipment to 
Caracas despite an EU arms embargo.

Much of the international community, 
including 14 Latin American govern-
ments, joined the Trump administration 

in condemning Mr. Maduro’s inaugu-
ration for a second six-year term this 
month after calling his easy election 
win fraudulent.

Spain’s response was muted. Analysts 
said Madrid’s reaction refl ected a web of 
historical, commercial and political ties 
that it maintains with the rogue regime.

Spain’s refusal to break with Caracas 
has been tested by the deteriorating 
situation inside Venezuela. On Monday 
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Spain gets torn between 
Venezuela, other alliances
Military gear deal highlights dilemma

BY VALERIE RICHARDSON

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The viral face-off  between a drum-
beating Indian elder and a Catholic teen 
has spurred questions over whether 
the encounter was random or a “setup” 

staged by political activists.
The crowd of boys from Covington 

Catholic High School in Kentucky was 
initially accused of harassing Nathan 
Phillips, a 63-year-old Omaha tribal elder, 
until extended video showed that he 
initiated contact with the teens, some of 

whom wore red “Make America Great 
Again” caps, at the Lincoln Memorial.

The episode at the Lincoln Memorial 
was fi lmed by several adults accompa-
nying Mr. Phillips, who has a history of 
political activism in American Indian 
causes. He has served as director of 

the Native Youth Alliance and dem-
onstrated at the 2016 Dakota Access 
Pipeline protest.

Val Andreev, a parent chaperone for 
the trip to the 46th annual March for 
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Questions arise over Catholic boy’s encounter with Indian
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President Trump and Vice President Mike Pence, escorted by acting Interior Secretary 
David Bernhardt (right), visited the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial in Washington on 
Monday as the nation commemorated the legacy of the civil rights leader. Story, A4.
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FACING REALITY: House Budget 
Committee Chairman John A. Yarmuth 
has a nearly impossible task ahead if he 
wants to see balance within a decade.
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HOMELAND SECURITY

Furloughed E-Verify workers brought back
Homeland Security has found a way to bring 

back about 300 people furloughed under the gov-
ernment shutdown, fi nding them alternate jobs 
they can do until the funding crisis is over.

The employees work at U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services on the E-Verify program, 
which allows businesses to check their workers’ 
immigration status.

While most of USCIS is funded by fees and 
has remained open despite the funding lapse, E-
Verify uses congressional appropriations, so when 
Homeland Security’s money lapsed, the program 
went offl  ine and the workers were furloughed.

E-Verify will still be shut down, but the work-
ers can come back to help out on other USCIS 
missions, the agency said.

“USCIS is fortunate that our highly trained 
and experienced E-Verify staff  are returning 
to help support the agency’s mission in other 
capacities until their program is fully functional,” 
said agency spokesman Michael Bars.

The employees are on the payroll Tuesday and 
will be trained in their new temporary jobs.

 — Stephen Dinan

SENATE

Republicans release shutdown bill text
Senate Republicans on Monday released the 

text of their bill to carry out President Trump’s 
new immigration plan to end the government 
shutdown, saying they’re intent on holding an 
initial vote later this week.

The bill, dubbed “End the Shutdown and 
Secure the Border Act,” includes Mr. Trump’s $5.7 
billion request for border fencing and a new $12.7 
billion disaster relief package, combined with 
bills to reopen nine government departments that 
have been without money for a month.

It would also grant a three-year amnesty from 
deportation to about 1 million migrants who are 
currently here under executive actions, but whose 
legal status beyond that is highly questionable. 
That includes some 700,000 “Dreamers” protected 
by the Obama-era Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals program, and another 325,000 migrants 
who are under a tentative humanitarian protected 
status.

The 1,301-page bill also includes funding for a 
daily average of 52,000 detention beds to hold im-
migrants awaiting deportation. That’s in line with 

Mr. Trump’s request, but far more than Democrats 
have said they are willing to accept. A new contin-
gent of 750 Border Patrol agents is also part of the 
plan — which Democrats have also been cool to.

And the legislation includes changes to the 
law to allow for children from key Central Ameri-
can countries to apply for asylum from outside 
the U.S. — but in exchange, it allows the govern-
ment to speed up deportations for children from 
Central America who sneak into the U.S. illegally, 
putting them on par with children from Mexico 
who are already subject to expedited removals.

But Democratic leaders have already signaled 
resistance to the plan even before seeing the de-
tails, based on the outline Mr. Trump announced 
over the weekend.

 — Stephen Dinan

RUSSIA PROBE

Baker admits ‘unusual’ move in FISA case
A former top FBI lawyer told House lawmak-

ers last year he personally involved himself in 

the warrant application to spy on then-Trump 
campaign aide Carter Page, admitting it was an 
“unusual move,” Fox News reported Monday.

James Baker, who left the FBI last year, told 
investigators he was involved early in the process 
of securing the FISA warrant, according to a con-
fi dential transcript of his October meeting with 
House investigators, Fox News reported.

Mr. Baker said he wanted to see the report 
before it went through the process to be fi nalized 
and went to former FBI Director James B. Comey, 
Fox News said, quoting from a transcript.

“I wanted to see it and I wanted to read it 
because I knew it was sensitive,” he continues in 
the transcript.

Mr. Baker said such steps were unusual, but 
necessary because the situation was “sensitive,” 
according to the report.

The FISA warrant was based, in part, on an 
unverifi ed salacious dossier, fi nanced by the 
Democratic National Committee and the Hillary 
Clinton campaign.

 — Jeff  Mordock

President Trump acted Monday to make the 
Wilbur Martinez-Guzman case as notorious as 
the Katie Steinle killing.

In a tweet, he boosted his case for a wall 
by citing the weekend arrest of Mr. Martinez-
Guzman in Carson City, Nevada, on suspicion 
of a string of killings in the area.

“Four people in Nevada viciously robbed 
and killed by an illegal immigrant who should 
not have been in our Country,” he tweeted 
Monday evening.

Carson City Sheriff  Ken Furlong said at a 
news conference Sunday that federal immi-
gration authorities had told his offi  ce that Mr. 
Martinez-Guzman was in the country illegally, 
though he added Monday that he didn’t know 
where the suspect is originally from.

Murder charges are likely in the shoot-
ing deaths of an elderly Reno couple and 
two women who lived near the town of 
Gardnerville

Connie Koontz, 56, was found dead Jan. 10 
in her home in Gardnerville Ranchos, about 15 
miles south of Carson City. Three days later, 
74-year-old Sophia Renken was found dead in 
her home about a mile from Ms. Koontz’s.

On Wednesday, the bodies of Gerald David, 
81, and his wife Sharon, 80, were found in their 
home on the southern edge of Reno.

Mr. Trump went on to describe other atroci-
ties near the border to further argue for tighter 
border security that Capitol Hill Democrats 
are refusing to provide, prompting the partial 

shutdown of the government.
He continued: “26 people killed on the Bor-

der in a drug and gang related fi ght. Two large 
Caravans from Honduras broke into Mexico 
and are headed our way. We need a powerful 
Wall!”

— Victor Morton

IMMIGRATION

Trump cites immigrant suspect in quadruple Nevada killings in arguing for wall
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MICHAEL SAVAGE: ‘AMERICAN DREAMERS DREAM FIRST’
The big border wall showdown between President Trump, 

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and a veritable cast of thousands is 
escalating. Eager for buzzworthy drama or Trump-bashing extrava-
ganzas, the restless news media has been confabulating multiple 
scenarios for better or worse as the clock ticks.

One veteran talk radio host, however, ponders the identity of 
the “Dreamers” at the center of the debate.

“I realize that Congresswoman Pelosi has dreamers and Trump 
has dreamers, and the church has dreamers, but what happened 
to, we, the American people who dreamed about making America 
great again? As Congress prepares for a showdown on the Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals, I maintain that American dreamers 
have the right to dream fi rst. And we have an obligation to encour-
age this: Dreams by Americans plant seeds that grow and nurture 
America,” Michael Savage writes in “American dreamers dream 
fi rst,” a terse op-ed published Monday on his website.

“We are the real dreamers and we are far more numerous than 
are, the interlopers and the invaders. We, the American people who 
voted for Donald Trump, are the real dreamers. We have a vision of 
our nation unifi ed, strong, visionary — not for this minority or that 
but for all. That is the heart of our Declaration of Independence. 
We have a dream and that dream is to make America great again,” 
says Mr. Savage, who cited Pew Research Center polling data that 
shows many “Dreamers” are adults rather than children or “studi-
ous” teens.

“The cities and states are bending over backwards to cater to 
this population. They are ‘virtue signaling’ to win the favor of 
progressive media … and voters. It’s all about kowtowing to special 
interests, not doing what is right. Why did you think they open the 
fl oodgates to keep the masses that they are bringing in ignorant 
masses other than to keep them distracted so they won’t be thrown 
out of offi  ce. Never forget we are the dreamers. Time to make 
American dreamers’ dreams fi rst, not last,” declares Mr. Savage.

A CAROLINA ADDRESS
In theory, President Trump will deliver is State of the Union 

address one week from Tuesday, on Jan. 29. In theory, anyway. 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi suggests he postpone the annual rite 
until the government shutdown goes bye-bye; Mr. Trump, however, 
already has tweeted that “A contract is a contract.”

Meanwhile, North Carolina state Rep. Tim Moore has off ered 
his own historic statehouse as a substitute set for the address, 
should the need arise. And he made a very canny marketing point 
in his pitch to the president.

“I also believe taking your message outside of the nation’s gilded 
capital to a state government venue refl ects the priorities of your 
administration, and those of our Congress, to create success not 
only for federal institutions and programs but for the American 
people they serve,” noted Mr. Moore.

“The majestic character of our state House chamber and the 

splendor of North Carolina’s breathtaking landscapes are a fi tting 
venue to deliver your second State of the Union address.”

332,757
The pro-life Susan B. Anthony List has reviewed Planned Par-

enthood’s recently released annual report and has shared what it 
has learned.

“Their own numbers reveal how central performing and 
promoting abortion is to their business model. In 2017-18 Planned 
Parenthood reported 332,757 abortions, a jump of more than 11,000, 
while there was no increase in unique patients. Non-abortion ser-
vices continued to decline, as they have dramatically over the last 
decade. Planned Parenthood’s total income and taxpayer funding 
both hit record highs ($1.67 billion and $563.8 million respectively) 
— in fact, taxpayer funding has increased more than 55 percent in 
the last 10 years,” the Susan B. Anthony List notes in its fact sheet.

“With a recent Marist poll showing that a strong majority of 
Americans oppose taxpayer funding of abortion, there is no excuse 
for continuing to funnel more than half a billion dollars from 
taxpayers to the nation’s largest abortion business. It’s simply a bad 
investment as we’ve pointed out time and again,” the organization 
says.

GILLIAN AND MAGGIE
Meryl Streep is among the fi ve actresses to portray Margaret 

Th atcher, winning an Oscar for her role in the 2011 fi lm “The Iron 
Lady.” Someone else also has been cast in the role, this time for the 
popular Netfl ix series “The Crown.” That would be Gillian An-
derson, beloved among many for her portrayal of FBI agent Dana 
Scully on “The X-Files.”

Miss Anderson is to appear in the fourth season of the series, 
which essentiality whisks through the years 1964-76, in the era of 
British Prime Minister Harold Wilson. Production begins sometime 
in the summer. The casting call has caused Miss Anderson’s “left-
wing fans” to complain, according to The Guardian.

“The apparent issue is that Anderson is too hot to play Thatcher, 
and her beauty will humanize the reviled politician while making 
Anderson herself less likable,” says the British news organization.

Yes, well. But conservatives will want to know: If Thatcher is in 
the script, will her close ally Ronald Reagan also be included in the 
production?

HOLD THE LINE, OR NOT?
All or nothing at all on the immigration battlefi eld? Some think 

so.
“Trading any form of amnesty for a small down payment on the 

border wall is not only a bad deal, but a betrayal of the trust of the 
American people. For the last two decades, Congress has promised 
to secure the borders and it has repeatedly failed. Unfortunately, talk 
of an amnesty — or an extension of amnesty — will only exacerbate 
the current humanitarian and public safety crisis on the border 
and result in more, not less, illegal immigration,” says Dan Stein, 
president of the Federation for American Immigration Reform, a 
grass-roots group that boasts some 2 million members.

“The outright refusal of Democratic leaders to acknowledge the 
need for a border wall and their immediate rejection of the presi-
dent’s proposal underscores how far left the Democrats have drifted 
and the enormous amount of weight the open borders lobby carries 
within their party,” he notes.

POLL DU JOUR
⦁ 61 percent of Americans are satisfi ed with “the position of 

women” in U.S. society.
⦁ 65 percent of men and 57 percent of women agree.
⦁ 83 percent of Republican men and 81 percent of Republicans 

women agree.
⦁ 65 percent of independent men and 55 percent of independent 

women agree.
⦁ 49 percent of Democratic men and 44 percent of Democratic 

women agree.

SOURCE: A GALLUP POLL OF 1,017 U.S. ADULTS CONDUCTED JAN. 2-19.

⦁ Kindly follow Jennifer Harper on Twitter @HarperBulletin
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Talk radio host Michael Savage wrote an op-ed on his website Monday 
about the identity of “the real dreamers” in American society today.

BY STEPHEN DINAN

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Senate Republicans will make an attempt next 
week to change the chamber’s rules to reduce the 
obstructive power of the fi libuster on presidential 
nominees, one of the party’s leaders said Monday.

Sen. Todd Young, chairman of the Senate GOP’s 
campaign committee, said this week will be spent 
on immigration, but after that, he expects action 
on the rules change proposals.

“This needs to happen for the good of the coun-
try. And I think there’ll be some Democrats who’ll 
be warm to this idea as well,” Mr. Young told radio 
host Hugh Hewitt.

Changing the rules was a topic of conversation 
for Republican senators at their policy retreat last 
week, and party leaders are trying to see what 
support there is for several options.

One, enacting a standing rule of the Senate, 
would require them to achieve a 60-vote majority, 
which would mean Democrats would have to be 
on board.

Another option would be to trigger a “nuclear 
option” change in Senate precedent, which would 
mean reinterpreting the rules. That would only 
need a majority vote — but it’s an aggressive 
strategy that some Republicans might be reluctant 
to pursue.

Still, there’s a wide sense of frustration within 
the GOP over Democrats’ obstruction, which has 
hit historic levels.

Democrats in 2013 cut the number of votes 
needed to overcome a fi libuster on nominations 
from a 60-vote threshold to a majority vote, using 
the nuclear option tactic.

But the time allotted for debating each nominee 
even after a fi libuster is defeated is still up to 30 
hours, and Democrats have been demanding all that 
time be used in dozens of cases. That means some 
weeks the Senate’s entire business on the fl oor has 
been confi rming three or four nominees — and no 
other major action.

Republicans say the Senate should return to an 
agreement struck for President Obama’s nominees 
in 2013 cutting the amount of debate time after 
a fi libuster has been defeated to just a couple of 
hours for lower-level positions. It would still leave 
30 hours of debate for Cabinet posts.

SENATE

Republicans 
eye changing 
fi libuster rules 
amid obstruction
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President Trump cited the Wilbur Martinez-
Guzman case as proof of the need for a border 
wall. Mr. Martinez-Guzman has been arrested.
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— actress-activist Alyssa Milano

BY ROWAN SCARBOROUGH

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

A peek inside the BuzzFeed 
newsroom and the decision-mak-
ing process of editor Ben Smith is 
contained in a federal court record 
in Florida.

The libel case revolves around 
another Donald Trump story — 
this one on the infamous dossier 
that permeated the FBI, politics 
and journalism but whose core 
collusion charges remain uncon-
fi rmed more than two years after 
former British intelligence offi  cer 
Christopher Steele wrote them.

BuzzFeed and Mr. Smith are 
now under fi re from the left and 
right for reporting last week that 
President Trump personally or-
dered his former attorney Michael 
Cohen to lie to Congress about a 
defunct Moscow hotel deal. The 
article was momentous because it 
accused Mr. Trump of an impeach-
able off ense.

Hours after the article appeared 
Thursday evening, special counsel 
Robert Mueller took the rare step 
of disputing a Trump-Russia story. 
A spokesman said BuzzFeed’s re-
porting on statements, witness 
testimony and documents was 
“not accurate.”

Mr. Smith and one of the story’s 
authors stuck by the reporting 
Sunday and put faith in two “law 
enforcement” sources.

“We have further confi rma-
tion that this is right. We’ve been 
told to stand our ground,” reporter 
Anthony Cormier told CNN’s “Re-
liable Sources.” “Our reporting is 
going to be borne out to be accu-
rate. We’re 100 percent behind it.”

Likewise, in the decision to 
publish the raw 35-page, anti-
Trump dossier on Jan. 10, 2017, Mr. 
Smith and his team put complete 
faith in another source: Mr. Steele. 
It was learned later that Mr. Steele’s 
work had been fi nanced by the 
Hillary Clinton campaign and the 
Democratic National Committee.

Mr. Smith was sued for libel 
by Russian entrepreneur Aleksej 
Gubarev, whom Mr. Steele spe-
cifi cally accused of hacking Demo-
cratic Party computers. The Rus-
sian vigorously denied the charge. 
No evidence has surfaced to back 
up the claim, but the judge threw 
out the lawsuit and sided with 
BuzzFeed, which argued that the 
dossier had become a legitimate 
news item.

In a court declaration fi led in 
November, Mr. Smith said he ini-
tially set out to investigate the 
dossier and try to determine its 
veracity. But after CNN published 
a story that President-elect Trump 
was briefed on the dossier, Mr. 
Smith decided to post it instead.

“We also agreed, however, that 
the story we wanted to report in 
light of these new developments 
was not the story we had been in-
vestigating up to that point, which 
was trying to ascertain the truth 
or falsity of underlying allegations 
within the Dossier,” Mr. Smith 
said. “Rather, the story we now 
wanted to report was a diff erent 
one, a story explaining to readers 
what the Dossier was and how it 
was aff ecting government actions.”

Ken Bensinger, a BuzzFeed in-
vestigative reporter whose byline 
appeared on the dossier story, 
also fi led a court declaration. He 
expressed complete faith in Mr. 
Steele.

“I knew of Christopher Steele 
and his background as a retired 
MI6 offi  cer, and I knew his reputa-
tion as a source for Russian intel-
ligence to be excellent,” he said. “I 
believed and continue to believe 
that Mr. Steele has both the types 
of sources who could provide him 
with credible information and the 
expertise to evaluate it.”

Mr. Bensinger also vouched for 
David J. Kramer, an associate of 
the late Sen. John McCain. McCain 

was one of the few who possessed 
a hard copy of the dossier in 2016. 
He provided it to then-FBI Direc-
tor James B. Comey.

The judge’s decision in the libel 
lawsuit in December revealed that 
Mr. Kramer, a former State Depart-
ment offi  cial, was the mysterious 
source who delivered the dossier 
to BuzzFeed.

Mr. Kramer’s name is redacted 
from Mr. Bensinger’s declaration, 
but it seems clear he is talking 
about McCain’s associate. He de-
picts Mr. Kramer as buying into 
Mr. Steele’s fi ndings and determin-
ing that Mr. Trump was a national 
security threat.

“It was apparent to me that 
[Mr. Kramer] had substantial 
concerns that the President-elect 
of the United States may have 
been compromised by the Rus-
sian government and believed 
this presented a potentially grave 
threat to the national interests of 
the United States, and indeed the 
West as a whole,” Mr. Bensinger 
said.

He said of Mr. Kramer: “Every-
thing about demeanor, expertise, 
and the substantive things he was 
saying about Mr. Steele and the 
memos added to my belief that 
the memos were credible and 
important.

“I found it to be very unsettling, 
particularly in light of what I had 
learned about it. I believed that 
Mr. Steele likely had good sources 
for the information contained in 
the Dossier and the expertise to 
credibly assess it. In addition, I 
believed that [Mr. Kramer] would 
not have taken it seriously or 
shared it [with] me without good 
reason.”

Mr. Bensinger said he was on 
vacation in Florida when an editor 
called to say BuzzFeed was post-
ing the dossier.

“I was surprised to hear the 
news, as I was on vacation and un-
derstood that we were still work-
ing on reporting on the Dossier,” 
Mr. Bensinger said.

Today, Republicans consider 
Mr. Steele’s dossier a hoax sourced 
to Kremlin operatives and written 
by a Democratic Party-paid opera-
tive who told a Justice Department 
contact that he was desperate to 
sink Mr. Trump.

All targeted Trump associates 
deny Mr. Steele’s allegations of 
Russian collusion. None has been 
charged in such a conspiracy in 
an FBI investigation started 32 
months ago.

Mr. Bensinger said he believed 
the charges against Mr. Gubarev 
were true because “I also thought 
the very fact that Mr. Steele had 
identified with that degree of 
specifi city some of the alleged par-
ticipants in the hacking scheme 
spoke to the credibility of those 
particular allegations.”

In Mr. Gubarev’s libel lawsuit 
against Mr. Steele in London, 
the former spy said in a declara-
tion that the information on Mr. 
Gubarev came from unsolicited 
call-ins. He did not investigate it 
further and included the charges 
in his last memo, in December 
2016.

MEDIA

BuzzFeed editor, 
writers stand by 
report on Trump
Journalists put full faith in two 
sources’ account on Cohen lie

BY S.A. MILLER

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

As the government shutdown drags on 
Transportation Security Administration 
agents are calling out sick at more than 
twice the normal rate, many claiming they 
can’t aff ord the ride to work, TSA says.

The agency reported that 10 percent 
of the agents had unscheduled absences 
Sunday, compared to a 3.1 percent rate on 
the same date last year.

“Many employees are reporting that they 
are not able to report to work due to fi nan-
cial limitations,” TSA said in a statement.

The sick-out by agents, who work with-
out pay during the partial government shut-
down, sparked fears of long lines at airports 
and potential holes in security.

The plight of the TSA agents and the 
potential impact on travelers has become 
the foremost horror story of the shutdown 
now in its fi fth week, with no end in sight.

“This is directly related to our security. 
The Trump shutdown is undermining that,” 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi fumed.

TSA said Monday that wait times in 
security screening lines at major airports 
remain within the normal range.

Most travelers were in line less than 30 
minutes for regular screening lanes and less 
than 15 minutes in the TSA PreCheck lanes, 
said the agency.

The longest average wait time Sunday, 
the most recent data available, was 45 
minutes at Louis Armstrong International 
Airport in New Orleans, which was hosting 
a key NFL playoff  game Sunday.

America’s busiest airport, Atlanta’s 
Hartsfi eld-Jackson International, had an 
average 23 minute wait time in the standard 
lane and an average 6 minute wait time in 
the PreCheck lane, according to TSA.

Aviation security expert Jeff rey C. Price 
said the risk to the public was growing with 
each day of the shutdown.

“The longer the shutdown goes, the 
more the sick calls are going to continue to 
increase,” he said. “Some of these agents are 
working other part-time jobs by now, just 
to pay their bills and feed their families. I 
suspect a lot of the call-off s are so they can 
go to their other job or look for another job.”

The average wage for TSA employees 
is $16 per hour or $33,280 a year, according 
to PayScale.com.

The TSA agents are among 420,000 
essential federal employees expected to 
work without pay during the shutdown. 
Another 380,000 government workers are 
furloughed.

They missed their fi rst paycheck Jan. 
11 and will miss a second pay day Friday.

 The agency cited “excessive callouts” 
when deciding to close one of three 
checkpoints Saturday and Sunday at 

Baltimore-Washington International Thur-
good Marshall Airport.

The checkpoint reopened Monday, ac-
cording to the airport, which also down-
played the role of shutdown callouts.

“It is important to clarify that it is not 
unusual for TSA and BWI Marshall to open 
or close one of our security checkpoints 
supporting the Southwest Airlines Termi-
nal based on projected travel levels, airline 
fl ight schedules, time of day and/or TSA 
staffi  ng levels,” BWI said in a statement.

“This has been common practice for 
years and we will continue to manage secu-
rity checkpoints in this manner to optimize 
effi  ciency and customer experience. This 
continued practice will have minimal, if 
any, impact on passengers and no impact 
on airport operations,” said BWI.

TSA said it was using emergency work-
ers known as its National Deployment 
Force offi  cers to fi ll in some gaps, including 
at busy Atlanta, Newark and LaGuardia 
airports.

“These offi  cers are fully qualifi ed TSA 
screeners. They typically deploy into areas 
where we’ve experienced natural disasters, 
such as the hurricanes and wildfi res we saw 
this past year, allowing aff ected offi  cers 
to tend to their family and property,” the 
agency said in a statement.

 ⦁ Tom Howell Jr. contributed to this 
report.
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TSA agents calling out sick 
twice as often during shutdown

But wait times at airports remain within normal ranges
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BuzzFeed Editor Ben Smith is 
under fi re from the left  and right, 
and even special counsel Robert 
Mueller, for a report last week.
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Th e Transportation Security Administration reported that 10 percent of its agents had unscheduled absences Sunday, compared to a 
3.1 percent rate last year. TSA agents are among the essential employees expected to work without pay during the shutdown.
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Young liberal lawmakers 
haven’t just taken social media 
by storm, it turns out, but instead 
have helped their party catch up 
to what had been a Republican 
advantage over the last decade.

Now led by Rep. Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez, a left-wing Twitter 
sensation, Democrats are easing 
into the lead.

The New York Democrat 
helped organize a session last 
week of the House Democratic 
Policy and Communications 
Committee to explore “the most 
eff ective ways to engage constitu-
ents on Twitter and the impor-
tance of digital storytelling.”

Ms. Ocasio-Cortez has nearly 
2.5 million followers on Twitter, 
making her one of the leaders 
of the medium in Congress. She 
was joined as host of the meeting 
by Democratic Rep. Jim Himes 
of Connecticut, whose healthy 
76,500 followers pale in compari-
son to Ms. Ocasio-Cortez’s social 
media super star status.

Some conservative critics 
complained the session appeared 
to be unfair collusion between 
Twitter and liberal lawmakers, but 

the platform made clear the GOP 
also would be welcome.

“We regularly host trainings 
with congressional staff and 
members of Congress, on both 
sides of the aisle, to ensure legisla-
tors are able to leverage the power 
of Twitter to amplify their mes-
sage and communicate directly 
with their constituents,” a Twitter 
spokesperson said in an email.

While President Trump may 
dominate Twitter from the White 
House, when it comes to Con-
gress, Democrats are winning in 
terms of use.

The public aff airs software 
fi rm Quorum found that Demo-
cratic lawmakers sent 42 percent 
more tweets in 2018 than their 
Republican colleagues. That’s 
a major reversal from the last 
decade.

In August-September 2009, 
when Twitter was in its infancy, 
there were more Republican than 
Democratic lawmakers taking ad-
vantage of the social medium. The 
Congressional Research Service 
found Republicans accounted for 
two-thirds of daily tweet traffi  c.

Lawmakers are allowed to use 
taxpayer money to run their of-
fi cial accounts, though it’s the 
personal and campaign accounts 

that seem to be where the real 
action is.

For example, @POTUS, the 
offi  cial presidential Twitter ac-
count, has 25 million followers. 
Mr. Trump’s own account, @Real-
DonaldTrump, boasts 57.6 million 
and is where he issues most of his 
social media pronouncements.

Mr. Trump is also a master 
of Facebook: His campaign was 
convinced its outreach on the 
platform, at a price of $44 mil-
lion, provided a key boost to his 
candidacy.

In addition to his large pres-
ence on Twitter, Mr. Trump re-
mains a voracious employer of 
social media platforms, Trump 
2020 campaign manager Brad 
Parscale told Fox News earlier 
this month.

“We’re still spending millions 
of dollars across all the networks 
now,” Mr. Parscale said.

Every House and Senate offi  ce 
now maintains a Twitter account. 
Every Senate offi  ce is also on 
Facebook, while nearly all House 
offi  ces are, CRS reported last year.

YouTube and Instagram lag 
behind, with 13 percent of House 
members and 6 percent of sena-
tors not using YouTube and Insta-
gram at below 50 percent — and 

falling — for House members, 
CRS reported.

A few offi  ces also have Pinter-
est, Snapchat and Medium ac-
counts, too.

Ms. Ocasio-Cortez’s social 
media stardom is such that even 
posts about her move the needle. 
Earlier this month, for example, a 
short fi lm of her and some of her 
undergraduate friends at Boston 
College surfaced, with the group 
dancing on a rooftop in a spoof of 
a famous scene in “The Breakfast 
Club” movie.

That fi lm went viral, and even 
the song that played, “Lisztoma-
nia,” saw a huge spike in streamed 
viewing, according to accounts.

Yet despite her dominant po-
sition among congressional col-
leagues in social media, it turns 
out that the older lawmakers of 
both parties are hip to Twitter, too, 
according to Quorum’s analysis, 
which found “the average legis-
lator in their eighties was more 
active on Twitter than the average 
legislator in their thirties in the 
115th Congress.”

Among the most active sena-
tors on Twitter, Sens. Dianne Fein-
stein, California Democrat, and 
Chuck Grassley, Iowa Republican, 
are in their mid-80s.
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Younger Democrats teach party to use social media 
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The nation’s largest student loan servicer 
is pushing back in court against the federal 
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau’s 
claims that it deceived hundreds of thousands 
of borrowers, arguing that the bureau can’t 
even fi nd one person harmed.

Navient said in court documents that after 
years of investigating, the CFPB hasn’t proven 
that the company treated borrowers unfairly 
or “steered” them into costlier payment plans.

“Two years after fi ling suit — and more 
than fi ve years after launching its investiga-
tion — the CFPB has not only failed to show 
that ‘hundreds of thousands’ of borrowers 
were harmed, it has not identifi ed a single 
borrower who supports its allegations of 
‘steering,’” Navient said late last week in the 
motion for partial summary judgment. “The 
CFPB ultimately named only 15 people who 
experienced the alleged misconduct. All 
but one have been deposed, and all testifi ed 
that Navient repeatedly advised them about 
income-driven repayment.”

Navient chief legal offi  cer and Executive 
Vice President Mark Heleen said in a state-
ment, “After three years of investigating 
and two more years of litigating, the CFPB’s 
witnesses contradict the bureau’s claims. 
In fact, the experiences of these borrowers 
demonstrate Navient’s extensive eff orts to 
inform people about their repayment options 
and underscore our calls to make federal 
plans simpler.”

The complaint by CFPB was one of the 
last fi led during the Obama administration, 
coming two days before President Trump’s 
inauguration in January 2017. Republicans 
accused former CFPB director Richard Cor-
dray of overreaching the agency’s authority 
in a broad range of consumer enforcement 

against lenders; the Trump administration 
has scaled back its operations. 

Navient’s assertions in court documents 
show that it considers the case another ex-
ample of the CFPB trying to regulate through 
enforcement action.

In its fi ling in the U.S. District Court for 
the Middle District of Pennsylvania, Navi-
ent is asking the judge to throw out the two 
most signifi cant claims against it. The CFPB 
has alleged “unlawful acts and practices in 
connection with defendants’ servicing and 
collection of … student loans” and is seeking 
unspecifi ed restitution, refunds, and fi nancial 
penalties.

The company says there are no examples 
of servicers misleading borrowers to move 
them into more expensive payment plans. The 
CFPB identifi ed 15 borrowers who claimed 
misconduct, but Navient said all but one have 
been deposed and they acknowledged being 
given options.

Navient cited numerous examples where 
it said it wasn’t to blame for borrowers’ dif-
fi culties. One borrower, identifi ed by the 
initials R.D., “continued to miss payments on 
her student loans while consistently making 
payments on two luxury automobiles,” Navi-
ent said in its fi ling.

The publicly traded company also said 
several borrowers identifi ed by the consumer 
bureau as being victimized didn’t qualify for 
income-based payment plans under Educa-
tion Department guidelines because their 
income was too high. 

Navient pointed to another borrower 
whose initials are C.C.

“In March 2016, a Navient phone rep-
resentative asked CC about her family size 
and income, and CC responded that her 
income was $450,000 per year,” the court fi l-
ing stated. “When the representative told CC 
that she would not qualify for [income-driven 

repayment], CC responded (falsely) that her 
husband did not actually have any income 
because of a recent health issue and that her 
income was $4,000 per month.” 

Navient said it learned that C.C. and her 
husband had purchased a home in the Chicago 
area in 2012 for $1 million.

“Student debt is indeed a challenge for 
many Americans, and Navient is dedicated to 
supporting borrowers, continuous enhance-
ments, and working with policymakers to 
simplify and improve the federal program,” the 
court fi ling said. “The CFPB cannot meet its 
burden to show a genuine dispute of material 
fact with respect to whether Navient informed 
borrowers about [income-driven repayment]. 
At a minimum, a ruling as to Navient’s conduct 
toward the identifi ed borrowers would serve 
to defi ne the relevant issues for trial.”

Sen. Elizabeth Warren, Massachusetts 
Democrat who helped to create the CFPB, 
criticized Navient in November as she high-
lighted an Education Department review in 
2017 of its performance. She said the report 
“bolsters allegations that Navient illegally 
cheated struggling student borrowers out of 
their rights to lower repayments.”

A team from Federal Student Aid listened 
to 2,388 calls between Navient customer ser-
vices representatives and borrowers, fi nding 
that in about 9 percent of cases, a Navient 
employee only off ered the option of forbear-
ance. Forbearance allows borrowers to stop 
payments temporarily due to hardship, but 
interest continues to build and can result in 
costlier terms.

But Navient’s overall use of forbearance 
was consistent with other servicers, accord-
ing to the review. And Navient CEO Jack 
Remondi told shareholders at the time that 
the report “clearly and unequivocally refute 
the accusations that Navient was improperly 
steering borrowers.” 
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Student loan servicer fi ghts against deception claims
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The son of Martin Luther King Jr. criti-
cized Vice President Mike Pence on Monday 
for comparing President Trump to the late 
civil rights leader.

On the federal holiday honoring his 
father, Martin Luther King III told the an-
nual National Action Network breakfast 
in Washington, “I wonder what my father 
would be thinking” of the comparison with 
Mr. Trump.

“Martin Luther King Jr. was a bridge 
builder, not a wall builder,” he said. “Martin 
Luther King Jr. would say love, not hate, will 
make America great.”

In an appearance Sunday on CBS’s “Face 
the Nation,” the vice president compared Dr. 
King to the president. 

“You think of how he changed America,” 
Mr. Pence said of King. “He inspired us to 
change through the legislative process to 
become a more perfect union. That’s exactly 
what President Trump is calling on Congress 
to do: Come to the table in the spirit of good 
faith. We’ll secure our border and we’ll re-
open the government.” 

At the breakfast, former Vice President 
Joseph R. Biden accused Mr. Trump and his 
supporters of deliberately fomenting racial 
divisions, pointing to a white nationalist rally 

in Charlottesville, Virginia, in 2017, in which 
a woman was killed.

“We’ve learned in the last two years it 
doesn’t take much to awaken hate, to bring 
those folks out from under the rocks,” Mr. 
Biden said. “We saw it in Charlottesville, as 
Klansmen and white supremacists and neo-
Nazis literally slunk out of their dark rooms, 
their digital hideaways, their crazed and vi-
cious faces literally contorted, illuminated by 
torchlight … and confronted by decent, honor-
able Americans. They have been deliberately 
reawakened again, those forces … unearthed 
by loose talk, by direct appeals to prejudice, 
from the alt-right.”

He said Mr. Trump’s comments after the 
incident were “something I’d never thought 
I’d live to see again — having a president of 
the United States make a moral equivalence 
between those who were spreading the hate 

and those who were opposing it, saying there 
were ‘very fi ne people on both sides.’”

“No president since the Civil War had 
ever, ever, ever uttered words like that,” Mr. 
Biden said.

The president and Mr. Pence observed the 
Martin Luther King Jr. holiday by visiting the 
memorial to the civil rights legend in Wash-
ington. They placed a wreath at the memorial.

Mr. Trump also tweeted, “We celebrate 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. for standing up 
for the self-evident truth Americans hold so 
dear, that no matter what the color of our skin 
or the place of our birth, we are all created 
equal by God.”

The wreath-laying had not been listed on 
Mr. Trump’s daily schedule. His action came 
after the Rev. Al Sharpton blasted Mr. Trump 
at the NAN breakfast for not planning to hold 
any observance of the holiday.
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King’s son slams Pence for comparison
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Legal experts say Attorney General 
nominee William P. Barr was right not to 
promise a public release of the full report 
that special counsel Robert Mueller will 
eventually deliver.

Not only are the federal rules sur-
rounding the special counsel’s work prod-
uct vague, but, depending on what Mr. 
Mueller includes in his report, it could be 
against the law to release it in full, should 
it contain information gleaned in grand 
jury proceedings.

That’s likely to frustrate Democratic 
senators, who last week said their sup-
port for Mr. Barr is contingent, in part, 
on his agreeing to let the country see Mr. 
Mueller’s unvarnished work. But it’s the 
right call legally, said Jonathan Turley, 
who teaches law at George Washington 
University and who testifi ed in support 
of Mr. Barr.

“The ironic element of the hearing is 

the senators who were pressing Barr on 
whether he would be an ethical attorney 
general were also pressing him to give a 
thoroughly unethical pledge to release 
an unseen report,” he said. “He wasn’t 
evading, he literally can go no further 
under federal law.” 

Democrats and some Republicans 
repeatedly pressed Mr. Barr during a full-
day hearing before the Senate Judiciary 
Committee on how he plans to approach 

the Mueller probe into Russian election 
meddling and whether President Trump 
or his campaign associates were involved 
in wrongdoing. 

Mr. Barr promised to provide “as 
much transparency as I can,” but cited 
Justice Department regulations he said 
generally shield the work from full dis-
closure. At one point suggested he might 
write his own report to make public what 
he thought appropriate from Mr. Muel-
ler’s work, but later admitted he wasn’t 
sure how the reports “would fi t together.” 

“I think it’s accurate to say that Mr. 
Barr did hedge, but that’s a complaint 
about the law and the limits of the law, 
not about him,” said Paul Rosenzweig, a 
former senior counsel to independent 
counsel Kenneth Starr now working as 
a senior fellow at the nonprofi t R Street 
Institute. “He could have said, ‘I’ll give 
it out no matter what,’ but that would 
be wrong.”

A court order would be required to 
release any confi dential information to 
Congress, but the rules for what happens 
after that are murky.

“The question for a court to decide is 
if Congress wants to disclose confi dential 
materials to the American people, would 
there be redactions,” said Robert Ray, 
who succeed Mr. Starr as independent 

counsel in the Whitewater investiga-
tion into the Clintons. “It is a delicate 
issue that requires measure and careful 
thought.”

A similar situation unfolded in 1974 
when Watergate special counsel Leon 
Jaworski sought to provide such materi-
als to the House Judiciary Committee 
mulling the impeachment of President 
Richard Nixon. Jaworski secured the ap-
proval of then-Chief Judge John J. Sirica 
of the U.S. District Court for the District 
of Columbia to transmit grand jury in-
formation under seal to the committee. 

Judge Sirica ruled grand jury materials 
can be disclosed in certain judiciary pro-
ceedings and concluded impeachment is 
akin to such a proceeding because it is a 
trial in the Senate overseen by the Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court. 

That Watergate report titled “Jawor-
ski Road Map” was only released to the 
public late last year. 

This time around, Mr. Turley said 
both the executive branch and Congress 
should try to avoid escalating the fi ght 
into a legal one, saying it could dent both 
sides in the public’s mind.

“If this report is handled the same way 
as the government shutdown, both sides 
will lose,” he said. “It’s in everyone’s inter-
est to reach a reasonable compromise.” 

But even if both sides avoid a legal 
fi ght, the Democrats in Congress likely 
will fi nd ways to make public any dam-
aging information about the president 
or his associates that might be included 
in the report. 

“If Mr. Barr says he is not going to 
release the transcript of Michael Cohen’s 
grand jury investigation, Congress has 
the authority to subpoena him and ask 
him themselves,” Mr. Rosenzweig said.

Sen. Lindsey Graham, the new chair-
man of the Judiciary Committee, pre-
dicted Mr. Barr won’t ever get the chance 
to wrestle with the decision.

“The report will be leaked before he 
gets it,” the South Carolina Republican 
predicted.

Andrew Leipold, a law professor at 
the University of Illinois and a former 
member of Mr. Starr’s team, said there’s 
another possibility Mr. Barr might want 
to avoid: a slow drip of partial leaks.

“It makes me smile when I listen to 
people say the report is going to remain 
confi dential,” he said. “There are enough 
people itching to get at the information 
that if there is anything damaging to the 
president, it’s going to fi nd its way out 
whatever the laws are. It’s better to release 
the complete information than deal with 
a new leak every day.” 

WHITE HOUSE

Experts: Barr right to not make promises on full report
Rules unclear 
on special counsel’s 
future fi ndings
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Attorney General nominee William P. 
Barr promised to provide “as much 
transparency as I can,” regarding the 
special counsel’s long awaited report.

R
ep. Bobby Scott, Virginia Democrat, has introduced a bill 
that would more than double the federal minimum wage 
to $15 per hour by 2024.

Higher wages are great when they come from a 
thriving economy where jobs are plentiful and ample investment 
makes workers more productive. But it’s not all roses and sun-
shine when higher wages come from government fi at. Consider 
a business with seven minimum wage workers. Doubling those 
wages will cost the small-business owner an extra $122,000 per 
year.

To cover those expenses, a business operating on the typical 
10 percent profi t margin would have to boost annual sales by $1.2 
million — a near impossibility for most small businesses.

To pay higher hourly wages without running in the red, most 
businesses will have to raise prices (which can lower business 
volume) or cut costs. The latter is done through layoff s, reducing 
workers’ hours or benefi ts, raising prices, or forgoing investments 
in the business. None of those things is good for workers or the 
business’s long-term success.

This is not just economic theory. It’s already playing out in 
places that have “gone big” on minimum wages.

Economists assessing the eff ects of the fi rst two stages of 
Seattle’s wage increase (from $9.47 an hour to roughly $13) found 
little benefi t, but major disruptions. Low-wage workers as a whole 
averaged $10 more per week, but only the most experienced pock-
eted the gains (some of which came from fi nding work at lower 
wages outside the city).

Less experienced workers saw their hours cut. They had to go 
outside the city to fi nd additional work, and their incomes didn’t 
rise. Meanwhile, the rate of new entrants into Seattle’s workforce 
declined.

The study’s authors cautioned that the jump to $15 could keep 
the minimum wage from serving as an “avenue of advancement,” 
thereby hurting entry-level workers.

Closer to home, an analysis of the potential eff ects of a $15 
minimum wage in Montgomery County, Maryland, concluded 
that one of every three low-wage jobs would disappear, and low-
wage workers’ incomes would decrease by $360 million each year. 
Moreover, the county was projected to lose millions of dollars 
annually due to lower revenues and higher operating expenses. 
After reading the report, the county executive (previously a wage-
increase supporter) promptly vetoed the measure.

Those would be the consequences for a wealthy county where 
the minimum wage already stands at $11.50.

A 2016 Heritage Foundation analysis found a national $15 mini-
mum wage would cost 7 million jobs, with lower cost-of-living 
areas suff ering the most. And even liberal economists question 
the merits of a $15 federal minimum wage.

Alan Krueger, former chairman of President Obama’s Council 
of Economic Advisers, called a $15 minimum wage “a risk not 
worth taking,” one that would “put us in uncharted waters, and 
risk undesirable and unintended consequences.”

And Clinton administration economist Harry Holzer cautioned 
that a $15 minimum wage would be “extremely risky,” particularly 
for young and less-educated workers who need to gain work 
experience.

A $15 minimum wage essentially drives out all jobs that don’t 
produce at least $35,000 per year — the annual cost of a minimum 
wage worker including wages and federal taxes.

Everyone wants workers to make good money, but not if it 
means no jobs or lower incomes for others. In the case of a $15 
minimum wage, the ends simply do not justify the means.

That doesn’t mean lawmakers shouldn’t pursue policies that 
would increase wages, particularly for low-income workers.

Congress could enact universal savings accounts and eliminate 
double taxation on savings to help increase investment and make 
workers more productive. Policymakers could also reduce un-
necessary regulations on employers that drive up their costs and 
leave them with fewer resources to compensate their employees.

And fi nally, Congress could rein in unsustainable government 
spending so that younger workers and future generations do not 
face the prospect of government taking more than half of their 
wages to help pay for the irresponsible largesse of past and cur-
rent lawmakers.

⦁ Rachel Greszler is a research fellow in economics, budget and 
entitlements for The Heritage Foundation.

$15 minimum wage: 
Bad news for 

low-income workers

Vice president tied civil 
rights leader to Trump

 WHAT’S THEWHAT S THEWHAT S THE

 BIG IDEA?
  

BY RACHEL GRESZLER
“Martin Luther King 
Jr. was a bridge 
builder, not a wall 
builder,” said Martin 
Luther King III. 
“Martin Luther King 
Jr. would say love, 
not hate, will make 
America great,” Mr. 
King said in response 
to Vice President Mike 
Pence’s comparison 
between King and 
President Trump.
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Rockville, MD 20852

(301) 276-7165

At Metro Men’s Health, our treatment 
is needle-free, surgery-free, and 
drug-free. We treat the root cause of 
ED, not just the symptoms. Over 80% 
of men receiving our treatment 
experience long-term improvement in 
sexual performance, including men 
with Peyronie’s Disease, Diabetes, 
and prostate issues.

“I’m 56 years of old and I 
want to thank you for giving me my 
intimacy back with my spouse! Your 
staff was friendly and respectful, and 

never made me feel uncomfortable...
and wow I never expected such fast 

results.” - Ernie C.

with two Mexican guides and fi ve other 
men from Afghanistan and Pakistan, he 
said he had sneaked into the country 
by crawling under a border fence near 
Nogales, Arizona.

Democrats insist the number of po-
tential terrorists who try to enter via the 
land border is negligible, and several 
news reports over the past week say the 
totals amount to the low double digits 
each year.

Homeland Security Secretary 
Kirstjen Nielsen says the exact num-
bers are too sensitive to release but are 
on the increase.

Homeland Security does say it “en-
countered” more than 3,000 “special 
interest” migrants — people whose na-
tionalities and travel patterns made them 
potential national security concerns — at 
the southern border in 2018.

“I am sure all Americans would agree 
that one terrorist reaching our borders 
is one too many. These are just the ter-
ror suspects we know about who reach 
our border,” Ms. Nielsen said on Twitter, 
defending the White House’s claims.

The Washington Times has not been 
able to independently verify a total 
number of terrorists who have entered 
via the southwestern border, but it has 
spent several years tracking cases such 
as Mr. Hemmat’s, in which someone with 
terrorist connections was nabbed after 
sneaking into the country.

Among those were four Turkish men 
who claimed ties to a Marxist insurgency 
known by the acronym DHKP/C, who 
paid $8,000 apiece to be smuggled into 
the U.S. They traveled from Istanbul via 
Paris to Mexico City and then shuttled 
to the border, where they were caught 
in 2014.

Analysts at the time said the men’s ar-
rival exposed the existence of networks 
capable of smuggling potential terrorists 
into the U.S.

The worries were big enough that the 
government created Operation Citadel, a 
joint program with Homeland Security, 
the Pentagon and international partners 
intended to try to clamp down on those 
smuggling networks.

One of the big successes of Operation 
Citadel was sniffi  ng out Sharafat Khan, 
who ran a network that smuggled people 
from Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangla-
desh from Asia to Brazil and then up 
the spine of South and Central America, 
through Mexico to the U.S. border.

Court documents show U.S. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement nabbed 
upwards of 100 people from 2014 to 
2016 who identifi ed being smuggled by 
Khan. In some cases, the migrants were 
fl agged en route by American partners in 
countries such as Panama and Colombia. 
Other times, they managed to reach the 
U.S. border without being detected.

Four of those, including Mr. Hemmat, 
popped up on U.S. terrorist watch lists. 
ICE acknowledged those in a statement 
last month, upon Khan’s deportation, 
obliquely noting that “several of the 
individuals smuggled by Khan’s orga-
nization had suspected ties to terrorist 
organizations.”

It’s not known how many others Khan 
smuggled managed to evade detection, 
nor whether any of those were on ter-
rorism lists.

Smuggling network leads 
long trip to border

Khan, a Pakistani who also went by the 
alias “Dr. Nakib,” lived in Brasilia, where 
he oversaw recruiters who found clients 
in Central Asia and operators who would 
shepherd the migrants on the journey, 
arranging transportation and food and 
lodging.

Mr. Hemmat fl ew through Dubai to 
Brazil and began a trip that lasted months, 
through Peru, Ecuador, Colombia, Pan-
ama, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Honduras, 
Guatemala and Mexico. Along the way, 

Khan’s clients were forced on a 100-mile 
walk through the Darien Gap, a tropical 
forest in Panama that cannot be crossed 
by vehicle. The foot journey can take up 
to 10 days.

Court documents don’t say how much 
Mr. Hemmat paid, but Khan’s going rate 
ranged from $3,000 to $15,000, authorities 
said in court papers.

During the trip, Mr. Hemmat was de-
tected transiting Panama, where offi  cials 
took his fi ngerprints as part of Operation 
Citadel. They alerted U.S. offi  cials but 
released him, and he continued on his 
journey. The documents seen by The 
Times do not give a reason for his release.

Finally at the U.S.-Mexico border in 
November 2015, he met up with fi ve other 
men, one from Afghanistan and four from 
Pakistan, and two Mexicans who were to 
serve as foot guides.

One was a repeat smuggler, having 
done prison time for a conviction. The 
other was an illegal immigrant who had 
been deported from the U.S. but was 
determined to get back to Tucson, Ari-
zona, to the construction site where he 
had been working as a mason. That man 
received a $2,000 discount on the $3,000 
crossing fee in exchange for serving as 
a guide.

They crawled through a hole under-
neath an outdated section of border wall 
near Nogales in broad daylight — and 
then immediately got lost. They wan-
dered for three days and three nights, 

with temperatures dipping near freezing 
after dark. They didn’t have heavy cloth-
ing and quickly ran out of food and water.

It didn’t help that the Mexicans spoke 
only Spanish and the clients spoke their 
native tongues. Mr. Hemmat also spoke 
some English, though neither of the foot 
guides did.

Things got testy along the way, with 
the clients saying the foot guides be-
came “aggressive” when they complained 
about the bungled arrangements.

Near midnight on the third day, they 
were detected by a Border Patrol surveil-
lance unit and agents swooped in, nab-
bing them near Patagonia, about 15 miles 
north of the boundary line.

Hemmat, others fl agged 
on no-fl y list

The exact nature of Mr. Hemmat’s 
terrorist dealings remains murky, though 
documents say his was among the more 
than 80,000 names on the no-fl y list as 
of 2016.

A border alert said Mr. Hemmat had 
been fl agged for past involvement in a 
plot to conduct an attack in the Western 
Hemisphere, either in Canada or the U.S. 
No more details were provided in the se-
cret document viewed by The Times. Mr. 
Hemmat also had family ties to members 
of the Taliban, the border alert said.

Mr. Hemmat told agents he was a 
doctor and performed vaccinations in 
Afghanistan. He and the fi ve men with 

him all intended to lodge asylum claims, 
according to court documents. It ap-
pears those claims failed and he was to 
be deported.

It is not clear what fi nally happened, 
though there is no record of a criminal 
case against Mr. Hemmat. ICE didn’t 
respond to inquiries about Mr. Hemmat.

Just months before Mr. Hemmat and 
his group were caught, Border Patrol 
agents in Arizona nabbed two other 
men from Pakistan who were fl agged for 
terrorist ties. The documentation seen 
by The Times showed one was on the 
watch list as an associate of a known or 
suspected terrorist. The other was not 
watch-listed but did have “derogatory 
information” in the system. He was also 
identifi ed as an associate of a known or 
suspected terrorist.

They, too, were smuggled by Khan, as 
was another Pakistani man detained in 
Panama during his trip north with two 
others. When Panamanian authorities 
ran his identity, they found him on a U.S. 
terrorism watch list.

Authorities say Khan maintained safe 
houses and paid people in each country 
along the route, and sold his services to 
anyone willing to pay.

Authorities sniff ed him out in late 2014 
and began working with international 
partners to investigate his activities and 
to keep track of those he was smuggling.

Brazil served a search warrant on 
Khan in the spring of 2016, and he fl ed, 
making a run for Pakistan. He was snared 
during a layover in Doha in June 2016 and 
extradited to the U.S.

After a lengthy legal battle, Khan was 
convicted and sentenced to 31 months 
in prison.

“Sharafat Khan organized an intricate 
network that was open to the high-
est bidder to transport undocumented 
migrants, regardless of who they were, 
from Pakistan and elsewhere through 
Brazil and Central America and then 
into the United States,” Angel M. Me-
lendez, special agent in charge at ICE’s 
Homeland Security investigations offi  ce 
in New York, said at the time of Khan’s 
sentencing.

The judge who sentenced him was 
more direct about the risks.

“You don’t know whether they’re 
seeking a better life or whether they’re 
trying to get in here to engage in terror-
ism,” Judge Reggie B. Walton told Khan 
at his sentencing. “Just because you had 
good intentions doesn’t mean the people 
you were helping have good intentions. 
People could have died, people could 
have gotten injured, families could have 
lost loved ones.”
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Floodlights from the U.S. illuminate multiple border walls as traffi  c fl ows along a street in Tijuana, Mexico. Th e Department of 
Homeland Security said it “encountered” more than 3,000 “special interest” migrants at the southern border in 2018.

Life on Friday, told The Cincin-
nati Enquirer that the boys were 
“set up for this event” and called 
it “staged.” Another chaperone, 
Lisa Hamlin, said the teens were 
“targeted.”

“Our boys were targeted,” Ms. 
Hamlin told Cincinnati TV sta-
tion WKRC. “They were targeted 
from the get-go. Immediately, 
there were all these people run-
ning around fi lming.”

Mr. Phillips did not immedi-
ately return a request for com-
ment Monday, but he told CNN 
that he wanted to “use the drum, 
use our prayer, and bring a bal-
ance, bring a calming to the situa-
tion.” He said it “looked like these 
young men were going to attack 
these guys,” referring to a protest 
group called the Black Hebrew 
Israelites.

“They were going to hurt them 
because they didn’t like the color 
of their skin,” Mr. Phillips said. 
“They didn’t like their religious 
views.”

He depicted the Catholic teens 
as the aggressors, although Cov-
ington junior Nick Sandmann and 
others say the Israelite protest-
ers called them names, includ-
ing “racists,” “bigots” and “white 
crackers.”

In one video, one of the black 
protesters calls the teens a “bunch 
of homosexuals” and says, “You 
give fa----s rights,” prompting 
some of the Catholic schoolboys 
to respond, “Whoa!” and “Easy!”

Chase Iron Eyes, a spokes-
man for the Indigenous Peoples 
March and attorney with the 
Lakota People’s Law Project, also 
told The Enquirer that the event 
wasn’t staged.

He denied that any student 
was singled out and rebutted a 
statement by Nick, who said “it 
was clear to me that [Mr. Phil-
lips] had singled me out for a 
confrontation, although I am not 
sure why.”

“To be honest, I was startled 
and confused as to why he had ap-
proached me,” Nick said. “We had 
already been yelled at by another 
group of protesters, and when 
the second group approached 
I was worried that a situation 

was getting out of control where 
adults were attempting to pro-
voke teenagers.”

He referred to the Black He-
brew Israelites, who can be heard 
on video shouting homophobic 
and racial epithets at the students 
as they wait for a bus before Mr. 
Phillips and several others with 
the Indigenous Peoples March 
approach.

Mr. Phillips is known as a sea-
soned political activist in the town 
of Ypsilanti, Michigan, said Yp-
silanti Mayor Beth Bashert, who 
condemned the teens for their 
“shameful act of harassment and 
intimidation on the steps of the 
Lincoln Memorial.”

“As a longtime resident of our 
town, Nathan has spoken at pro-
tests, City Council, public meet-
ings and events,” Ms. Bashert said 
in a weekend statement. “He has 
held powwows in our parks, is 
a water protector who went to 
Standing Rock with his daughter 
and has worked with the Native 
Youth Alliance locally.”

Michael Hichborn, president 
of the Lepanto Institute, a con-
servative Catholic group, said 
he believed the encounter was 
a setup and that the teens were 
targeted for their MAGA hats.

“[Mr. Phillips] is an expe-
rienced, veteran activist. He 
knew what he was doing when 
he approached those boys,” Mr. 
Hichborn said after reviewing 
multiple videos of the incident.

He said “it seems likely that 
his intentions were politically 
motivated and aimed at Presi-
dent Trump and the border wall. 
I don’t think this had anything 
to do with the March for Life, 
though leftist publications used 
this as a way to push a false nar-
rative that pro-lifers are racists.”

Mr. Phillips, who has said in 
several interviews that he was 
frightened during the incident, 
insisted that the boys chanted 
“build the wall,” although none 
of the videos posted so far shows 
that.

“I heard them saying, ‘Build 
that wall, build that wall.’ This 
is indigenous lands,” Mr. Phil-
lips said on Instagram. “We’re 
not supposed to have walls here. 
We never did, for a millennium. 
Before anybody else came here, 
we never had walls. We never 
had a prison.”

In 2015, Mr. Phillips said, he 
was harassed by students dressed 
as Indians for a party at Eastern 
Michigan University. He told De-
troit Fox affi  liate WJBK that he 
fi led a campus police report.

He was featured in a 2012 
music video by the group Skril-
lex & Damian “Jr. Gong” Marley, 
as fl agged by Big League Politics, 
which told the story of a corrupt 
police offi  cer who receives his 
comeuppance at the hands of an 
American Indian teen.

Multiple news reports have 
described Mr. Phillips as a former 
Marine and Vietnam veteran, 
although he has called himself 
only a “Vietnam times” veteran.

“You know, when I was in 
Vietnam times and when I was 
in the Marine Corps times, that’s 
what I was. I was expendable,” 
he told Indian Country Today. 
“Expendable to corporate greed. 
You know, in all wars, especially 
the ones that are going down for 
the oil, you know, we’re fi ghting 
against — the pipelines. Now 
that we’re at a point where we’ve 
drawn the line, we’ve got to stand 
that line. All of us.”

The Catholic teens were 
roundly condemned in media 
outlets Saturday, but some public 
fi gures said they were too quick 
to condemn after longer videos 
showed Mr. Phillips walking to-
ward them and working his way 
into the group.

The March for Life retracted 
its initial tweet decrying the be-
havior. On Sunday it said that “it 
is clear from new footage and 
additional accounts that there 
is more to this story than the 
original video captured.”

“There are two sides to every 
story,” tweeted actress Jamie Lee 
Curtis. “I made a snap judgment 
based on a photograph & I know 
better than to judge a book by its 
cover. I wasn’t there. I shouldn’t 
have commented. I’m glad there 
wasn’t violence. I hope [these] 
two men can meet and fi nd com-
mon ground as can WE ALL!”

The Diocese of Covington in 
Kentucky has apologized to Mr. 
Phillips and said it is conducting 
an investigation, which could 
result in discipline, including 
expulsion.

⦁ Christopher Vondracek and 
James Varney contributed to this 
report.
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The Food and Drug Administration 
is considering drug therapy to combat 
teen vaping, but doctors, parents and 
teens themselves are pressing the FDA to 
make it more diffi  cult for young people 
to get vaping products.

“Strong tobacco control policy aimed 
at keeping these products away from ado-
lescents may be more eff ective in achiev-
ing adolescent cessation than medical 
interventions,” said Dr. Susanne Tanski, a 
member of the tobacco consortium of the 
American Academy of Pediatrics.

“Indeed, it is likely that nothing FDA 
does to advance tobacco dependence 
treatment for adolescents will be as 
powerful or eff ective as addressing the 
availability of fl avored e-cigarette prod-
ucts that are attracting and sustaining 
youth use,” Dr. Tanski said Friday during 
a public hearing at the FDA’s campus at 

White Oak, Maryland.
The agency convened health profes-

sionals, parents and teens to discuss the 
role of drug therapies to eliminate elec-
tronic cigarette and other tobacco use 
by young people — a situation the U.S. 
surgeon general has called an “epidemic.”

The percentage of teenagers who 
smoke is at its lowest level ever, at 5 per-
cent. But the number of teens who vape 
has risen faster over a one-year period 
than it has for any other illicit substance. 
An estimated 3.6 million teens reported 
using e-cigarettes in 2018, a 78 percent in-
crease from the previous year, according 
to the National Youth Tobacco Survey.

Additionally, more teens have reported 
being addicted to nicotine and their vaping 
devices — predominantly Juul, a USB-
size tool that uses cartridges fi lled with a 
fl avored, liquid-nicotine mixture equal in 

strength to a pack of cigarettes.
“I used to [use Juul] and I’ve stopped 

using it, but it’s hard because it’s just ev-
erywhere,” Philip Fuhrman, 15, told The 
Washington Times at the FDA event. 
“That’s one of hardest reasons to stop 
is because it’s so accessible — online, 
in stores, all of my friends have it so if 
I really need to try and fi nd one I can.”

Philip, who fi rst used a Juul in eighth 
grade, said its mint fl avor coupled with 
the nicotine head rush that attracted 
him the most.

The FDA has stopped short of a strict 
ban on mint and menthol vaping prod-
ucts, noting that e-cigarettes have helped 
adults quit smoking. But the agency has 
banned the sale of other youth-targeted 
fl avors, cited more than 1,300 stores for 
selling devices to underage children and 
issued social media warnings about the 

dangers of vaping.
Health professionals and anti-smok-

ing advocates argue that banning mint 
and menthol would pose little harm to 
current adult cigarette smokers.

“We’re specifi cally advocating at this 
moment on the federal and national level 
and on state levels for a fl avor ban,” Mer-
edith Berkman, co-founder of the grass-
roots Parents Against Vaping E-cigarettes 
(PAVE), said at Friday’s FDA event.

“Everybody wants to reduce harm,” said 
Ms. Berkman, whose teen son has used Juul 
products. “We don’t want to ban the vape. 
We don’t want to ban the Juul.”

Meanwhile, the FDA is consider-
ing medications to curb teen vaping, 
though no drug therapies have yet 
been approved for young people. Cur-
rent treatments for adults include skin 
patches, chewing gum and lozenges, and 

prescription medication for nicotine 
replacement therapy.

Kelly Kinard, a mother from North 
Carolina, sent her 14-year-old son to an 
inpatient substance abuse treatment 
center in California to break his Juul 
addiction. Her story was profi led in The 
Wall Street Journal, and since then, she 
said she has heard from parents across 
the country echoing her experience.

“At fi rst we thought he had some 
undiagnosed psychiatric issue, because 
of the way he was acting and then we 
connected it with, oh wait, he started 
Juuling and that’s when the behavior 
changed,” she told The Times.

“My son’s symptoms were severe and 
unusual, I thought, at the time. I thought 
they were unusual, but now, hearing from 
parents all over, they’re not as unusual. 
It’s just that the parents aren’t talking 
about them because there’s a feeling of 
shame when you’re good kid, suddenly 
isn’t acting so good.”
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FDA mulls drug therapy to fi ght teen vaping
Parents want agency to make it harder to get products
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MEMPHIS, TENN. | When the fl ags were 
removed from the caskets and folded 
with military precision, there were no 
family members there to receive them.

So the banners were passed, hand-to-
hand, through the crowd.

Some mourners wept as they clutched 
the fl ags briefl y. Others kissed them. But 
the three veterans laid to rest on a rainy 
Memphis morning were strangers to 
most of those who gathered to honor 
their memory.

The service was part of a national 
eff ort by funeral homes, medical exam-
iners, state and federal veterans’ aff airs 
departments, and local veterans’ groups 
to pay fi nal respects to members of the 
military whose bodies were not claimed 
by any relatives.

Since 2000, Dignity Memorial and 
other funeral homes in more than 30 
cities have organized about 3,000 fu-
nerals for soldiers, sailors and Marines 
who died alone, but still deserved a 
dignifi ed funeral and burial, said Jeff  
Berry, Dignity’s general manager in 
Knoxville.

Army soldiers Arnold M. Klechka, 71, 
and Wesley Russell, 76, and Marine Charles 
B. Fox, 60, were laid to rest in a service 
attended by about 700 people at West Ten-
nessee Veterans Cemetery in Memphis on 
Thursday. There was a gun salute, and a 
bagpiper played “Amazing Grace.”

But none of them had family members 
present. 

Amelia Callicott did show up. She 
wept during the service, thinking of 
her late father and husband, who both 
served in the military. Ms. Callicott said 
she learned about the service through 
friends and Facebook. She felt a duty to 
honor the men.

“It touched my heart when no one 
came to claim these gentlemen, these 

soldiers, because they fought for our 
freedom,” said Ms. Callicott, 69. “Any 
serviceman, they’re just like family to 
me, and I just can’t see laying them to 
rest without going and seeing their fi nal 
moments, to say goodbye.”

Organizing the funerals, which are 
fairly commonplace in Tennessee, re-
quires a lot of teamwork.

Mr. Berry said the process usually 
begins with county medical examiners or 
local coroners, who contact state or na-
tional veterans’ cemeteries with names of 
people whose bodies have gone unclaimed. 

They typically were either homeless or had 
no surviving relatives to claim them.

And some have had surviving family 
members who did not want to claim them.

The cemeteries determine whether 
the service members were honorably 
discharged. If they were, medical ex-
aminers or the cemeteries then contact 
Dignity, which is owned by Service 
Corp. International, or one of its part-
ner funeral homes. A funeral director 
then sets up the memorial service, and 
the funeral home covers the cost, Mr. 
Berry said.

Cemetery directors can fi le claims 
with the U.S. Department of Veterans 
Aff airs for grave markers or placards for 
columbariums, according to the Tennes-
see Department of Veterans’ Services. 
The VA also gives money to individuals 
or entities that provide burials, caskets 
and transportation to cemeteries for 
unclaimed deceased vets.

Memorial services are publicized 
through news outlets, veterans’ groups 
like the American Legion, or social 
media. Honor Guard and other active 
military members attend, but it’s the 

strangers who come out of respect for the 
military and the dead who bring dignity 
to the occasion.

A service for unclaimed veterans is 
planned in the coming weeks at East 
Tennessee State Veterans Cemetery in 
Knoxville, Mr. Berry said.

“Most of the time, it’s folks that had 
no knowledge of the person in life,” Mr. 
Berry said. “One thing I’ve learned in 
working with the veterans is that they are 
a tight knit group. They really support 
each other. It’s like a band of brothers 
or sisters.” 

TENNESSEE

Strangers help bury unclaimed veterans with dignity
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A retired U.S. Marine Master Gunnery Sergeant salutes three veterans — Wesley Russell, 76, Arnold Klechka, 71, and Charles Fox, 
60 — who died this fall and whose remains were unclaimed. About 700 people attended the service in Memphis, Tennessee.

Veterans’ groups, funeral homes and 
others have joined up to honor military 
members whose bodies were unclaimed.

A fl ag is passed through a crowd of 
mourners as hundreds of people grieved 
three Memphis veterans. 

“Donald [Trump] so urgently needed the right people around him and a solid 
structure in place. Far too oft en, he’s found himself saddled with the riff raff .”
— Former New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie, in an excerpt from his new book “Let Me Finish,” according to Axios

SPECIAL TO THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Bo Hi Pak, the founding chairman 
of The Washington Times Corp., who 
brought the fl agship newspaper into 
existence in 1982 and who spent much 
of his life engaged in global diplo-
macy and peacemaking activities with 
Times’ founders the Rev. Sun Myung 

Moon and Hak Ja 
Han Moon, died 
in Korea Jan. 12. 
He was 89.

Lt. Col. Pak 
was the English 
translator for 
Rev. Moon. He 
was at the evan-
gelist’s side at 
his large public 
speeches in the 
United States as 

well as many of the countless meet-
ings Rev. Moon held with Unifi cation 
Church members, leaders and guests.

In Washington, Lt. Col. Pak was 
known fi rst for his diplomatic work 
as a military attaché with the Korean 
Embassy. Later, he became known for 

his leadership of cultural organizations 
and media companies. He established 
The Washington Times in less than a 
year at the behest of Rev. and Mrs. Moon, 
who feared for the United States’ future 
if liberal-leaning media were allowed to 
dominate Washington.

“Although I am not a trained news-
paperman myself, if there is one thing 
I learned in the 10 years I spent as 
president of The Washington Times 
Corp., it is this one ironclad rule: ‘The 
social trust is something you have 
to earn for yourself. No one can just 
hand it to you,’” Lt. Col. wrote in the 
second volume of his autobiography, 
“Messiah: My Testimony to Rev. Sun 
Myung Moon,” published in 2002.

Bo Hi Pak was born on Aug. 18, 
1930, in Chung Nam Province, 100 
miles south of Seoul, South Korea, as 
one of four children of Dong Hyun 
Pak and Pyung Chun Han.

On June 1, 1950, he entered the 
Korean Military Academy, and when 
the Korean War broke out three weeks 
later, he entered combat as a cadet. In 
May 1951, as a platoon leader, he and 

hundreds of men were ambushed and 
nearly annihilated by Chinese forces 
during a river crossing. “God! God! If 
you let me live, I will live the remain-
der of my life for you,” he recalled in 
the fi rst volume of his autobiography, 
published in 2000. Moments after he 
made that pledge, U.S. fi ghter-bombers 
arrived and took out the Chinese 
shooters. Uninjured, he was able to 
gather three wounded men from the 
river and bring them through enemy 
lines and over a mountain to safety. 
“From that point on, I began to search 
for the meaning behind God’s allowing 
me to survive certain death,” he wrote.

In 1952, he was chosen to attend 
military training classes in the U.S. 
and Korea and honed his English and 
diplomatic skills well enough to serve 
as an assistant military attaché with 
the Korean Embassy in Washington. 
He eventually was promoted to the 
rank of lieutenant colonel.

He met Rev. Moon on Feb. 17, 1958, at 
a service at the Seoul headquarters of the 
Unifi cation Church. That day marked 
“the birthday of my soul,” he wrote.

For the next 60 years, he served 
as Rev. Moon’s special assistant and 
translator while leading numerous or-
ganizations, such as the Little Angels 
Children’s Folk Ballet of Korea; Korean 
Cultural and Freedom Foundation 
Inc. and Universal Ballet Foundation. 
He also helmed the anti-communist 
CAUSA International educational 
program, which was taught around 
the world and “hastened the downfall 
of international communism,” Lt. Col. 
Pak wrote in his second volume of 
“Messiah,” published in 2002.

His most prominent leadership 
was in media. In the 1970s, he held 
top leadership positions for the News 
World newspaper in New York City 
(which later became The New York 
City Tribune), the Spanish-language 
daily Noticias del Mundo, and later, 
the Segye Ilbo daily newspaper in 
Seoul. He also led the World Media 
Association, which hosted global fact-
fi nding tours and conferences on good 
journalism, and promoted freedom of 
the press in places where it did not 
exist and a responsible, moral press 

in places where it did.
  In addition to many awards for 

his service, Lt. Col. Pak received an 
honorary doctorate in humanities 
from La Plata Catholic University of 
Argentina in 1984.

He is preceded in death by his wife 
of 64 years, Ki-sook Yun. He is sur-
vived by children Na Kyung (Grace), 
Jun Sun (Jonathan), Jin Sung (James), 
Hoon Sook (Julia), Yun Sook (Sunny) 
and Jin Kyung (Samuel), and many 
grandchildren.

Lt. Col. Pak’s Unifi cation Church 
Seonghwa Ceremony was held Jan. 15 
in Seoul — with dozens of similar cer-
emonies held simultaneously around 
the world — and interment was held 
at the Paju Wonjeon Cemetery in 
ChungPyeong.

⦁ This article was prepared by for-
mer Washington Times staff  member 
Cheryl Wetzstein, Washington Times 
Holdings executive Larry Moffitt, 
Universal Peace Federation executive 
William Selig and Washington Times 
columnist and Washington Free Beacon 
senior editor Bill Gertz.

Bo Hi Pak, founding chairman of  The Washington Times, dies at age 89

Pak



INDIANA

Notre Dame to cover up murals
of Columbus in New World

SOUTH BEND | The University of 
Notre Dame says it will cover murals in a 
campus building that depict Christopher 
Columbus in the Western Hemisphere.

The school’s president, the Rev. 
John Jenkins, said the paintings from 
the 1880s were intended to encourage 
immigrants, especially during an anti-
Catholic period in America.

But he said the 12 murals hide a 
“darker side” of Columbus’ story: the 
exploitation and repression of Ameri-
can Indians.

Marcus Winchester-Jones is presi-
dent of an American Indian student 
group. He praised the decision.

The murals in Notre Dame’s Main 
Building are painted directly on walls. In 
a letter Sunday, Father Jenkins said the 
murals will be covered, although they 
still could be displayed occasionally.

Father Jenkins said a permanent 
display of photos of the paintings will 
be created elsewhere with an explana-
tion of their context.

— Associated Press

GEORGIA

King service overcomes
federal shutdown hurdles

ATLANTA | A commemorative service 
for Martin Luther King that was nearly 
imperiled by the federal government 
shutdown was held Monday morning 
in Atlanta at a church called King’s 
“spiritual home.”

King’s daughter, the Rev. Bernice 
King, said in her remarks that the 
annual service at Ebenezer Baptist 
Church came during a moment of 
crisis in America, and she condemned 
gridlock and partisanship in Washing-
ton that led to the shutdown.

The event was attended by Repub-
lican Sen. David Perdue, Democratic 
Rep. Lucy McBath and Emma Gonza-
lez, a survivor of the mass shooting 
at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland, Florida, last year.

Ebenezer Church’s current pastor, 
the Rev. Raphael G. Warnock, also 
took aim at the government shutdown. 
He called it “a time of narrow vision 
and petty politicians.”

The annual service at Ebenezer 

Baptist was in doubt until Delta Air 
Lines gave the National Park Service 
a grant to reopen the site. Delta has 
headquarters in Atlanta.

— Associated Press

ILLINOIS

12-year-old girl dies in snow
fort collapse outside church

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS | A 12-year-old 
girl died after a snow fort collapsed 
while she was playing outside a church 
in suburban Chicago.

Arlington Heights police are calling 
the death a tragic accident.

Police said Esther Jung, 12, was play-
ing with a 9-year-old girl in the snow out-
side Rothem Church on Sunday. Their 
families began looking for the girls about 

an hour after they went outside to play.
They found the girls underneath 

the snow. The younger girl survived.
Police said it was unclear how long 

the girls were trapped. The tempera-
ture at the time was about 14 degrees.

— Associated Press

FLORIDA

Police car runs over couple
lying in road to watch eclipse

WEST PALM BEACH | The West Palm 
Beach County Police Department says 
an offi  cer ran over two people who 
were lying on a dark roadway to watch 
Sunday night’s lunar eclipse.

In a statement to The Palm Beach 
Post, police said the man and the woman 
were treated at a hospital for injuries that 

were not considered life-threatening.
About 11:30 p.m., at the height of the 

eclipse, the offi  cer was patrolling in a 
park and driving about 5 mph when his 
vehicle struck the pair, police said.

The statement said the man and the 
woman live nearby. Because the park 
was “extremely dark,” offi  cials believe 
they were watching the eclipse.

The offi  cer was placed on adminis-
trative leave. Police said the man and 
the woman are both 24. Their names 
were not released.

— Associated Press

NEW JERSEY

$1,000 stolen from Girl Scouts
selling cookies at mall

WOODBRIDGE TOWNSHIP | Authorities 

say $1,000 was stolen from a group of 
Girl Scouts selling cookies at a New 
Jersey mall.

Woodbridge Township police said 
the theft occurred between 4:20 p.m. 
and 4:50 p.m. Friday on the upper level 
of the Woodbridge Center mall.

The money — about $500 in cash 
and several checks — had been placed 
in a bank envelope and left unattended 
on a table where members of Girl 
Scout Troop 80062 were making sales.

Authorities said mall surveillance 
cameras captured a man, who may 
have been in disguise, picking up the 
envelope and putting it into his pocket.

The man was with a woman using a 
red walker, and they left the mall shortly 
before the theft was discovered.

— Associated Press
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BY JAMIE STENGLE
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DALLAS | Max Glauben was 17 and 
already had lost his mother, father and 
brother at the hands of the Nazis when 
U.S. troops rescued him while he was 
on a death march from one German 
concentration camp to another.

The recollections of the Dallas resi-
dent who was a Jewish boy in Poland 
and survived the Warsaw Ghetto and 
Nazi concentration camps are now 
being preserved in a way that will allow 
generations to come to ask his image 
questions.

Mr. Glauben, who turned 91 on 
Monday, is the latest Holocaust survivor 
recorded in such a way by the Uni-
versity of Southern California Shoah 
Foundation.

The Los Angeles-based foundation has 
recorded 18 interactive testimonies with 
Holocaust survivors over the last several 
years, and executive director Stephen 
Smith says they’re in a “race against time” 
as they work to add more, seeking both a 
diversity in experiences and testimonies 
in a variety of languages.

“I thought that my knowledge could 
cure the hatred and the bigotry and the 
killings in this world if somebody can 
listen to my story, my testimony, and 

be educated even after I’m gone,” Mr. 
Glauben said.

Mr. Smith says that while the foun-
dation founded in 1994 by fi lm director 
Steven Spielberg has about 55,000 au-
diovisual testimonies about genocides 
in dozens of languages — the majority 
from the Holocaust — the interactive 
technology stands out for allowing 
museum-goers to have a dialogue with 
survivors.

“It’s your questions that are being an-
swered,” Mr. Smith said, adding that the 

replies, especially on weighty issues like 
forgiveness can be especially poignant. 
“You actually see sometimes them 
struggling to know what to answer.”

So far, the foundation has Holo-
caust survivors speaking in English, 
Hebrew and Spanish, and the group 
hopes to get people speaking in even 
more languages.

“It’s so powerful when it’s in your 
mother tongue and you’re looking the 
person in the eye and you are hearing 
nuanced language coming back that’s 

your own language,” Mr. Smith said.
For more than a year now, the Illinois 

Holocaust Museum and Education Cen-
ter has featured the survivors’ images 
in a special theater.

Museum CEO Susan Abrams says 
that when visitors interact with the 
images, the impact is often obvious: 
“People get teary; people laugh.”

“Our audience comes to feel that 
they know these survivors somewhat 
intimately because they’re having small 
group conversation, and in that mo-
ment, pretty much everything else fades 
away,” Ms. Abrams said.

The Illinois museum is one of four 
currently featuring the images. Other 
museums are in Houston, Indiana and 
New York. The Holocaust museum in 
Dallas will start showing them starting in 
September, after it opens in a new loca-
tion and with a new name — the Dallas 
Holocaust and Human Rights Museum.

The Dallas museum currently brings 
in survivors to talk to students and has 
found that’s often the most meaningful 
part of their visit, according to President 
and CEO Mary Pat Higgins. This technol-
ogy ensures that can continue, she said.

“Our survivors are aging, and so in 
20 years we won’t have any survivors 
who are still able to do that themselves,” 
she said.

TECHNOLOGY

Technology brings images of Holocaust survivors to life

Holocaust 
survivor Fritzie 

Fritzshall 
stands in front 
of a hologram 

of herself at 
the Illinois 
Holocaust 

Museum & 
Education 
Center in 

Skokie, Illinois.
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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NORTH KOREA

Newly discovered midrange
missile base undeclared by Kim

The North Korean military has as 
many as 20 undeclared missile bases 
spread across the country’s mountain-
ous terrain, according to a think tank 
report Monday that claims researchers 
recently discovered one of the bases 
focused exclusively on medium-range 
ballistic missile operations.

The report by the Center for Strategic 
and International Studies was released 
amid news that President Trump will 
soon hold a second summit with North 
Korean leader Kim Jong-un — at which 
U.S. offi  cials say Mr. Trump will be 
calling for Pyongyang to reveal all of its 
nuclear and ballistic missile facilities.

While there was no immediate 
comment from the administration on 
Monday’s report, the fi ndings indicate 
that independent researchers have 
already identifi ed dozens of facilities 
in North Korea that have not been 
publicly disclosed by the Kim regime.

The midrange missile base is situated 
roughly 130 miles north of the border 
between North and South Korea. U.S. of-
fi cials have long worried that Pyongyang 
will attach nuclear warheads to intercon-
tinental ballistic missiles that can reach 
the U.S. homeland.

— Guy Taylor

MALI

Al Qaeda branch claims credit
for UN peacekeeper attack

DAKAR, SENEGAL | SITE Intelligence 
Group says Mali’s al Qaeda branch 
claimed responsibility for an attack on 
a United Nations peacekeeping mis-
sion that killed at least 10 peacekeepers 
and wounded at least 25 others Sunday 
in northern Mali’s Kidal region.

Jama’at Nusrat al-Islam Musli-
meen, known as JNIM and formed in 
2017, said it carried out the attack in 
response to Chad’s renewal of diplo-
matic ties with Israel, according to the 
U.S.-based monitoring group. SITE 
said JNIM suggested the attack was the 
fi rst of its many “responses” to Chad’s 
renewed relations with Israel.

The attack targeted the base in Aguel-
hoc, which houses Chadian peacekeep-
ers. Peacekeepers from Chad, a strong 
contributor to regional security eff orts, 
have suff ered repeated assaults in Mali.

— Associated Press

NICARAGUA

Leading journalist fl ees
to Costa Rica aft er police raid

MEXICO CITY | More than a month 
after Nicaraguan police raided and 
occupied his news outlets’ offi  ces, 
prominent journalist Carlos Fernando 
Chamorro has fl ed to Costa Rica.

Mr. Chamorro runs the online news 
site Confi dencial as well as the television 
programs “Tonight” and “This Week.” In 
mid-December, police swept into their 
offi  ces and carried away documents, 
computers and other equipment. When 
Mr. Chamorro and members of his staff  
went to the police to demand docu-
mentation justifying the raid, they were 
pushed away by riot police.

— Associated Press

BY KELVIN CHAN

ASSOCIATED PRESS

COPENHAGEN, DENMARK | Silicon 
Valley’s notorious nemesis, Margrethe 
Vestager, plans to end her term as the 
European Union’s antitrust enforcer this 
year with a bang, laying out a long-term 
plan to intensify scrutiny of the world’s 
big tech companies.

As the EU’s competition commis-
sioner, Ms. Vestager ranks as perhaps the 
world’s most important tech regulator. 
Since 2014, she has slapped Google with 
eye-popping multibillion-dollar antitrust 
penalties, ordered Apple and Amazon to 
pay back taxes and fi ned Facebook over 
its WhatsApp acquisition — fl agship 
enforcement cases that have generated 
both fear and criticism in both Silicon 
Valley and Washington. 

Now, in her fi nal year in offi  ce, the 
50-year-old Danish politician is laying the 
groundwork for a new phase of regulation 
beyond the end of her term in October.

She’s planning a report meant to guide 
EU competition policies in the era of 
digitization. Feedback from companies, 

business groups and experts 
shows many see the need for 
more regulation and when it’s 
published in March, the report 
by three expert advisers will 
refl ect the need for new or 
tougher rules, she said in a 
recent interview.

“The most important thing 
is that the majority of input 
is pro-enforcement,” Ms. Ve-
stager said during one of her 
frequent visits to Copenhagen from her 
Brussels base. The digital technology 
industry can no longer be allowed to 
shape itself, she added. “We are way 
beyond that.”

It’s not clear yet what shape the new 
enforcement will take, but it may not 
bode well for the big U.S. technology 
companies that have found themselves 
in Ms. Vestager’s crosshairs. 

Ms. Vestager has cultivated a down-
to-earth image — she likes to knit during 
meetings — that belies her formidable 
powers of enforcement.

She opened three antitrust cases against 
Google, including one that resulted in a 

record $5 billion fi ne for forc-
ing cellphone makers to use 
the internet giant’s software on 
Android phones. Another $2.8 
billion penalty was levied for 
manipulating shopping search 
results. She aims to wrap up a 
probe before her term ends of 
whether Google blocked rivals 
from its Adsense ad service. 

Ms. Vestager also ordered 
Apple to pay back up to $15 

billion in back taxes from Ireland, charg-
ing that the Irish duties were unfairly 
low. Apple CEO Tim Cook condemned 
her action as politically motivated and 
President Trump referred to her as the 
“tax lady” who “really hates the U.S.”

The EU competition commissioner’s 
offi  ce, with a 900-strong staff , is unusu-
ally powerful in the Brussels bureau-
cracy because it can enforce bloc-wide 
rules, giving it the power to take on coun-
tries and companies. Other departments 
typically share regulatory duties with 
national governments. Ms. Vestager’s job 
includes approving or rejecting mergers 
and investigating cartels and antitrust 

behavior. She also makes sure EU states 
don’t give tax breaks to individual com-
panies that are not available to other 
corporations — a legitimate business 
strategy in the U.S. but illegal in Europe. 

A lot of attention is now falling on 
data, the commodity that drives the 
digital economy.

Information collected by web brows-
ers, apps, smartphones and other devices 
can be enormously valuable to compa-
nies because they can provide insight 
about, for example, an individual’s buy-
ing habits and movements. Data can 
power artifi cial intelligence or be used 
to show targeted advertisements. Ms. 
Vestager is concerned that a small group 
of companies could corner the market 
and abuse their power.

She started confronting the problem 
with an informal probe launched last 
year into whether online shopping giant 
Amazon is using data to gain an edge 
on third party merchants, who are both 
its customers and rivals. She hopes to 
decide within six months whether to 
open a formal investigation.

Ms. Vestager, a member of a small 

left-wing political party who believes in 
free markets, said the private sector can 
play a role in fi nding solutions to many 
of the problems she has tackled.

“I think you need products that will help 
you exercise your rights. Independent digi-
tal assistants that will make sure that your 
privacy settings are maintained no matter 
where you go. That kind of stuff ,” she said. 

Ms. Vestager was Denmark’s deputy 
prime minister and economy minister 
before taking up her post in Brussels in 
late 2014. She reportedly keeps a sculp-
ture of a hand with an extended middle 
fi nger in her offi  ce, a gift from a Danish 
trade union angered by her welfare cuts.

Although her term runs out in Octo-
ber, she’s hoping for a second stint, an un-
likely prospect because her party is out 
of power in Denmark and its prospects 
look uncertain in upcoming elections.

Her principal aim, she says, is to keep 
competition fair. 

“That was the idea before the world 
became digital,” Ms. Vestager said. “And 
it becomes an even more important idea 
when the world becomes digital because 
things are so fast moving.” 

DENMARK

EU’s tech enforcer lays bedrock for regulation beyond term’s end

Vestager

BY TOM HOWELL JR.
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Ebola infections have slowed inside the 
initial center of the Democratic Republic 
of Congo’s outbreak, but the disease is 
marching south toward major cites, open-
ing a critical new stage in the epidemic 
that’s already the second worst on record.

Responders are seeing “sporadic” 
cases in the DRC cities of Beni and Man-
gina, where the outbreak gathered mo-
mentum last year, but a larger cluster of 
cases just hit the twin cities of Butembo 
and Katwa. Worst of all, a quartet of cases 
popped up in a small town en route to 
the Rwandan border. 

“That’s a concern because it’s on the 
way to Goma, which of course is a big 
market city town with crossroads to 
Rwanda and to a certain extent Uganda,” 
Peter Salama, the World Health Organi-
zation’s director of emergencies, told The 
Washington Times in a phone interview 
from Switzerland.

Goma is home to more than 1 million 
people and located along a major trade 
route, so preventing Ebola from gaining 
a foothold there is important.

Global responders have more tools 
than ever before to fi ght Ebola, an often-
fatal disease that is transmitted to people 
from wild animals and spreads from 
human to human through the bodily 

fl uids of people who exhibit symptoms. 
WHO is trying out new therapeutic 

drugs and it has administered 60,000 
shots of a trial vaccine in the DRC and 
Uganda out of a stockpile of 300,000 
doses provided by the pharmaceutical 
giant Merck.

Yet the region is “traumatized” by 
decades of confl ict between rebel groups 
and government forces, Dr. Salama said, 

so the population is mistrustful of au-
thorities who attempt to intervene ad-
vocating medical treatment and safer 
burial practices. 

A messy presidential election last 
month was temporarily suspended in 
Ebola-aff ected areas and resulted in a 
contested outcome only made the situ-
ation worse.

“This overlap between violence and 
security incidents and community dis-
trust make our jobs extremely diffi  cult 
to do,” Dr. Salama said.

The nation’s Constitutional Court 
on Sunday refused a request by Martin 
Fayulu, the runner-up in the disputed 
offi  cial vote tally, for a recount, saying 
President-elect Felix Tshisekedi received 
the largest share of the vote, according 
to The Associated Press. But Mr. Tsh-
isekedi’s planned inauguration Tuesday 
was postponed at least until Thursday 
amid calls from regional countries that 
the result be suspended.

Police on Monday dispersed a crowd 
of Fayulu supporters waiting to hear 
from their candidate in the capital city of 
Kinshasa, and the political instability is 
having a direct impact on the Ebola fi ght.

A treatment center in Beni was at-
tacked on the cusp of the election weeks 
ago, and ongoing protests is making life 
more diffi  cult in Katwa, which saw a 
recent spike in cases.

Dr. Salama said bringing the epidemic 
under control will likely last until May, 
“at a minimum.”

Already the epidemic has resulted 
in 689 cases and more than 420 deaths, 
having infl icted more damage than any 
other Ebola outbreak after the West 
African epidemic that killed more than 
11,000 earlier this decade.

The latest, 21-day cluster of cases show 
the movement of the disease to new popu-
lation centers. While Beni only recorded 
four cases, Katwa to the south recorded 34 
and nearby Butembo recorded 11.

Dr. Salama said four cases were re-
ported in recent days in Kayna, which is 
halfway from Butembo to Goma.

The humanitarian group Doctors 
Without Borders said it has expanded 
its treatment center in Butembo and set 
up a new one in Katwa.

It has tried to make its new center as 
welcoming as possible — large windows, 
more family visits — to gain the trust of 
the local community. 

“With Ebola, treatment centers alone 
are not enough. Connecting with the 
communities and building mutual trust 
is key to get the outbreak under control,” 
said Roberto Wright, an anthropologist 
with the doctors’ group in Katwa. “We 
need to increase our eff orts to engage 
the population as active participants in 
the fi ght against the outbreak.”

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO

Congo struggling to contain Ebola 
Cases in center of outbreak slow, but southern cities report infections

ASSOCIATED PRESS

A health worker feeds a boy suspected 
of having the Ebola virus at treatment 
center in Beni, Eastern Congo. 
Responders are seeing “sporadic” cases 
of Ebola in four cities.

“Aft er two years of solid expansion, the world economy is growing more slowly than expected and risks are rising. Does that 
mean a global recession is around the corner? No, but the risk of a sharper decline in global growth has certainly increased.”
— International Monetary Fund Managing Director Christine Lagarde, releasing a downbeat forecast Monday in Davos, Switzerland, that cut world growth for 2019 from 
3.7 percent to 3.5 percent, predicted the slowest growth for China since 1990 and warned that trade tensions and rising interest rates will hurt the global economy

BY BASSEM MROUE
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BEIRUT | An Islamic State suicide 
bomber targeted a joint convoy of U.S. 
and allied Kurdish forces in northern 
Syria on Monday, marking the second 
attack against U.S. troops in less than 
a week and further highlighting the 
dangers surrounding President Trump’s 
plans to withdraw forces after declar-
ing that the extremist group had been 
defeated.

The attack happened on a checkpoint 
on the edge of the town of Shaddadeh in 
the Hassakeh province, on a road used 
by local Kurdish fi ghters and the U.S.-led 
coalition fi ghting Islamic State militants 
near the Iraqi border.

U.S. military Col. Sean Ryan said there 
were no casualties among the U.S.-led 
coalition members. “We can confi rm a 
combined U.S. and Syrian partner force 
convoy was involved” in the suicide 
bomb attack, he said.

“We will continue to review the situa-
tion and provide updates as appropriate,” 
he added.

Monday’s bombing came days after 
a suicide attack killed 19 people, in-
cluding two U.S. service members and 
two American civilians, in the northern 

Syrian town of Manbij. That bombing, 
outside a popular restaurant frequented 
by American troops, was the deadliest 
assault on U.S. troops in Syria since 
American forces moved into the country 
in 2015.

The extremist group claimed both at-
tacks in statements carried by its Aamaq 
news agency. The Islamic State has been 
driven from virtually all the territory it 
once held in Syria and Iraq, but it con-
tinues to carry out terrorist strikes in 
both countries.

The Kurdish Hawar news agency, based 
in northern Syria, said Monday’s blast 
targeted a Syrian Kurdish checkpoint as a 
coalition convoy was passing near Shad-
dadeh. It said two Kurdish fi ghters were 
lightly wounded in the blast.

A video it posted showed smoke 
rising from a vehicle on a desert road. 
Another video released by the Britain-
based Syrian Observatory for Human 
Rights showed smoke rising from what 
appeared to be an armored vehicle be-
longing to the Syrian Kurdish militia in 
fl ames. Coalition armored vehicles and 
ambulances could be seen on the road.

The Observatory said the blast killed 
fi ve people and wounded others.

In a Dec. 19 tweet announcing the 
withdrawal from Syria, President Trump 

declared, “We have defeated ISIS in 
Syria, my only reason for being there 
during the Trump presidency.” He said 
the troops would begin coming home 
“now.” That plan triggered immediate 
resistance from military leaders and led 
to the resignation of Defense Secretary 
James Mattis.

Over the past month, Mr. Trump and 
others have appeared to adjust the time-
line, and U.S. offi  cials have suggested it 
will likely take several months to safely 
withdraw the approximately 2,000 U.S. 
troops from Syria.

Sen. Lindsey Graham, a South Car-
olina Republican, a leading voice on 
foreign policy and a close ally of the 
president, said during a visit Saturday 
to Turkey that an American withdrawal 
from Syria that had not been thought 

through would lead to “chaos” and “an 
Iraq on steroids.” Mr. Graham urged Mr. 
Trump not to get out without a plan and 
said the Islamic State has not yet been 
destroyed in Syria.

The offi  ce of Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan said he and Mr. Trump 
spoke by phone early Monday about 
Manbij and that Mr. Erdogan told Mr. 
Trump that Turkey is “ready to take 
over the security” of the town “without 
losing time.”

The fate of the Syrian town, con-
trolled by U.S.-backed Syrian Kurdish 
fi ghters whom Turkey considers terror-
ists, has been a source of tension between 
Ankara and Washington. Turkey insists 
on the withdrawal of the Syrian Kurdish 
militia, which drove Islamic State ele-
ments from Manbij in 2016.

SYRIA

Islamic State bombing 
targets U.S. forces again
Highlights fl aws with Trump pullout

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Kurdish fi ghters stood guard at the site of a suicide attack Monday near the town 
of Shaddadeh, Syria. News agencies said the blast targeted a Syrian Kurdish 
checkpoint. It was the second bombing in days claimed by the Islamic State.
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donation drives to get by. At the Coast Guard’s “boot 
camp” in Camp May, New Jersey, recent recruits are 
being held after their training is completed because 
there is no money in the travel budget to send them 
to their fi rst assignments.

Internal Coast Guard memos released this 
month recommended that members consider 
holding garage sales or getting part-time jobs 
walking dogs to make ends meet — suggestions 
that sparked anger on Capitol Hill and across the 
country as political dysfunction takes a toll on 
the armed forces.

“It is unconscionable that the brave men and 
women deploying to protect our country today have 
to worry about how their families are going to pay 
rent or aff ord groceries because of the government 
shutdown,” Rep. Joe Cunningham, South Carolina 
Democrat, said Monday.

Four retired Coast Guard master chief petty 
offi  cers wrote a blistering op-ed over the weekend 
on the defense news site Military.com, saying the 
government breakdown left some 56,000 active-
duty, reserve and civilian members of the service 
fi nancially at sea.

“They don’t deserve to have their pay held 
hostage by their own government leadership, who 
are refusing to sit down at the table and work out 
a deal that will get the government reopened and 
its people paid,” the four men wrote.

Republicans in Congress agreed, using the Cutter 
Bertholf deployment to stress how embarrassing 
it is that the nation is not paying men and women 
who have put themselves in harm’s way to defend 
the nation.

“The deployment of the USCG Cutter Bertholf 
today is yet another example of the vital role the 
USCG plays in protecting our nation, at home and 
abroad,” Sen. Dan Sullivan, Alaska Republican, told 
The Washington Times.

Staying on duty
As the crew departs, offi  cials say their families 

on shore face the uncertainty of when they can 
expect their next paycheck. But Coast Guard lead-
ers also stressed that they will continue doing 
their jobs.

“Today, the 418-foot @USCG Cutter Bertholf de-
parted for a multi-month deployment in support of 
a @DeptofDefense Combatant Commander,” Coast 
Guard Commandant Adm. Karl Schultz tweeted 
Monday. “Our #USCG members sail across the 
world to protect U.S. national interests while their 
loved ones cope w/ fi nancial challenges & no pay 
at home.”

Adm. Schultz also tweeted out a video that in-
cluded other offi  cials discussing both the mission 
and the shutdown. That video underscores the 
public messaging eff orts undertaken by the service 
as it reminds the White House and lawmakers 
about the real-life consequences of their inability 
to reopen government.

“I know it is hard for these crews to be leaving 

behind their dependents and spouses,” Coast 
Guard Vice. Adm. Linda Fagan said in the video. 
“It’s a thousand times more so when everyone 
is wondering when their next paycheck will be, 
and how they can support the family that they 
are leaving behind.”

In Washington, Mr. Cunningham, Mr. Sullivan 
and a host of other lawmakers of both parties are 
pushing legislation that would reinstate Coast 
Guard pay, even if other parts of the government 
remain shut down. While such measures have 
strong bipartisan support, congressional leaders 
have been reluctant to bring the bills to the fl oor, 
with neither side wanting to give an inch in the 
brutal spending battle over President Trump’s 
border wall.

“Hundreds of thousands of federal employees 
and their families are being harmed by the partial 
government shutdown,” said Sen. Susan M. Collins, 
Maine Republican. “This situation is especially 
unfair for those who must work without pay, includ-
ing members of the Coast Guard who continue to 
perform critical national security and lifesaving 
duties without knowing when they will receive 
their next paycheck.”

Both parties blame the other side for the in-
ability to pass legislation to fund the Coast Guard, 
though much of the criticism has centered on Senate 
Democratic leaders, who have appeared unwilling 
to budge from their position that Mr. Trump must 
open the entire government before any talks on his 
wall can proceed.

Still, lawmakers said Monday that they are opti-
mistic the bills will soon come to the fl oor and will 
pass overwhelmingly.

Meanwhile, Coast Guard families from California 
to Massachusetts are relying on community out-
reach eff orts to feed their families. In San Francisco 
on Sunday night, the city’s Yacht Club hosted a free 
dinner for Coast Guard members and their families.

In Massachusetts, the state’s chapter of the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars donated thousands of dollars 
to help feed Coast Guard families, according to local 
media reports.

In Cleveland, the community is collecting gift 
cards to donate to the families stationed at the 
Cleveland Coast Guard station, home to a workforce 
of about 250.

“I think people just really want to do something,” 
Susan Zanetti, who organized the gift card drive, 
told Cleveland.com. “People feel bad. We watch the 
Coast Guard work. They keep our country safe.”

Other initiatives are underway across the 
country.

Coast Guard offi  cials have urged members to rely 
on their communities in whatever ways necessary. 
They also released formal guidance this month that 
suggested members cut back on expenses where 
they can and fi nd other sources of income.

“Finding supplemental income during your 
furlough period might be challenging, but here 
are a few ideas for adding income,” the Coast 
Guard said, going on to suggest garage sales, 
baby-sitting, dog-walking or acting as mystery 
shoppers as some ways to make extra money until 
the shutdown ends.

COAST GUARD
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alone, Mr. Maduro’s security forces 
quelled what they said was a potential 
coup by disgruntled national guardsmen 
while the regime-supporting Supreme 
Court invalidated a string of recent votes 
by the opposition-dominated National 
Assembly that declared Mr. Maduro’s 
presidency illegitimate.

In the latest of a string of arms 
deals, Spain is providing $23 million in 
parts and technical assistance to up-
grade Venezuela’s French-made AMX-
30 tanks. Critics of the deal warn that 
the tanks could be used for internal 
repression or against neighboring Co-
lombia, which has accused the Maduro 
government of harboring Colombian 
terrorist groups fi ghting the govern-
ment in Bogota.

EU offi  cials say the sales don’t violate 
sanctions because the contract with 
Venezuela was signed before the arms 
embargo took eff ect at the end of 2017. 
Even so, the Spanish government could 
have frozen the military technology 
transfer, as was done in other cases in 
which security and political consider-
ations warranted.

An interagency review board that 
clears foreign arms deals, known by 
the acronym JIMDDU, recently vetoed 
the export of artillery pieces to Israel 
because they could be used to shell 
Lebanon and blocked a sale of parachutes 
to Iran.

But JIMDDU gave its approval for 
the Venezuelan tank upgrade a year ago, 
even after Mr. Maduro suspended the 
national parliament, detained thousands 
of opponents and sparked a massive 
exodus of refugees that has destabilized 
neighboring countries.

Former Spanish Prime Minister Jose 
Luis Rodriguez Zapatero, a socialist 
who has taken an active role in trying 
to mediate clashes between the Maduro 
government and its domestic opponents, 
sold eight navy frigates to Venezuela 
in what was at the time Spain’s largest 
arms deal, when Mr. Maduro’s mentor, 
anti-U.S. President Hugo Chavez, was 
awash in oil money.

One of the frigates was deployed 
recently to assert Venezuelan claims to 
waters off  Guyana’s coast by chasing a 
Norwegian oil exploration vessel work-
ing for Exxon Mobil out of the area.

Spanish Conservatives say it’s time 
for the center-left government of Prime 
Minister Pedro Sanchez, who took of-
fi ce in June and relies on the support of 

far-left parties to stay in power, to end the 
embarrassing and politically problematic 
relationship with Caracas.

“It’s time to stop Spain’s arms sales 

to Venezuela,” Sen. Dionisio Garcia of 
the opposition conservative People’s 
Party told The Washington Times. He 
introduced a congressional resolution 
last week calling on Mr. Sanchez to join 
the U.S. and other Western governments 
in shunning the Maduro government.

Chavez and Castro
Critics say Mr. Sanchez is reversing 

the policies of previous governments 
that cooperated with U.S. eff orts to iso-
late Venezuela.

Mariano Rajoy, as a conservative 
prime minister, pushed for European 
sanctions against Venezuela. In contrast, 
Spain recently interceded in the EU 
foreign aff airs council to block wider 
sanctions against Venezuelan offi  cials 
accused of human rights violations and 
other crimes.

The far-right Vox party even accuses 
Mr. Sanchez of promoting “Castro-
Chavismo,” a reference to an alleged 
alliance between Cuba and Venezuela 
to spread leftist authoritarianism on the 
model of Chavez and late Cuban dictator 
Fidel Castro.

Foreign Ministry offi  cials say there 
is a bipartisan policy to safeguard sub-
stantial Spanish interests in Venezuela, a 
former colony with close historical and 
cultural ties to Spain. They point out that 
the tank modernization deal got the go-
ahead while Mr. Rajoy was in offi  ce, and 
many Venezuelans of Spanish parentage 

hold Spanish passports.
The Spanish oil company Repsol is 

virtually the only Western energy giant 
remaining in Venezuela, navigating the 
nationalization policies that drove out 
other international players. Its invest-
ment in off shore drilling operations in 
Venezuela was valued at $2 billion in 
2017, though a company spokesman said 
Venezuela has paid down some of that 
investment.

Repsol has also maintained impor-
tant operations in Bolivia, following 
that government’s expropriations in the 
energy sector, and undertaken explora-
tion in Cuba.

Conservative leaders say Spain’s 
Venezuela-friendly approach has also 
been boosted by the far-left Podemos 
party and separatist groups in Catalonia, 
whose parliamentary support is critical 
for the prime minister’s hopes to put off  
new elections.

Podemos has been the target of a 
congressional investigation into fi nancial 
donations that the group allegedly took 
from Venezuela through a foundation 
formed by its treasurer.

Appearing before a Senate investiga-
tive hearing last month, Podemos leader 
Pablo Iglesias denied the accusations and 
described the situation in Venezuela as 
bad. But days earlier, a Podemos spokes-
man said Venezuela had made “great 
strides” in economic development under 
Mr. Maduro.

Venezuelan opposition leaders have 
charged that Mr. Zapatero, the former 
prime minister, used his position as 
international mediator to pressure them 
to accept conditions for participating in 
last year’s elections, which were widely 
seen only as a means to legitimize Mr. 
Maduro’s victory.

Caracas Mayor Antonio Ledezma, 
who fl ed to exile in Spain last year, has 
called Mr. Zapatero an agent of Mr. 
Maduro.

In an interview with El Pais last 
month, Mr. Zapatero pressed Mr. Mad-
uro to embrace economic reforms but 
also argued that there was widespread 
“prejudice and lack of knowledge about 
the situation in the country.” He also said 
the opposition should enter into dialogue 
with the government.

“The solution does not go through 
sanctions or implosion or pressure on 
the regime,” Mr. Zapatero told the news-
paper. “That is total myopia.”

Foreign Ministry offi  cials have said 
Mr. Zapatero acted on his own. But 
when he was trying to persuade the 
Venezuelan opposition to join talks with 
Mr. Maduro, a chief spokesman for the 
Spanish Socialist Workers’ Party, who 
now holds a ministerial post, publicly 
called for “toning down” street protests 
to promote dialogue. At the time, Mr. 
Rajoy’s government had just suspended 
delivery of riot control equipment to 
Venezuela’s police.

SPAIN
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BY FABIOLA SANCHEZ
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CARACAS, VENEZUELA | Venezuela 
plunged deeper into turmoil Monday as 
government security forces put down a 
pre-dawn uprising by national guards-
men that triggered violent street pro-
tests and the Supreme Court outlawed 
the opposition-controlled national leg-
islature’s defi ant new leadership. 

Diosdado Cabello, head of the rul-
ing Socialist Party of President Nicolas 
Maduro, said 27 guardsmen were ar-
rested and more could be detained as 
the investigation unfolds. 

The mutiny triggered protests in a 
poor neighborhood just a few miles from 
Venezuela’s presidential palace. It was 
dispersed with tear gas as residents set 
fi re to a barricade of trash and chanted 
demands that Mr. Maduro step down. 

The military said in a statement said 
that it had recovered all the weapons 
and captured those involved in what it 
described as “treasonous” acts motivated 
by “obscure interests tied to the far right.”

In the early hours Monday morn-
ing, a small group of guardsmen took 
captive a captain in charge of a police 
station in western Caracas and then 
moved across the capital in two mili-
tary trucks to the poor neighborhood 
of Petare, where they stole a cache of 
weapons from another outpost. 

They were caught a few hours later 
at a national guard outpost two miles 
from the Mirafl ores presidential palace.

A few hours earlier, a group of 
heavily armed national guardsmen 
published a series of videos on social 
media saying they won’t recognize 
Mr. Maduro’s government, which has 
come under increasing domestic and 

international pressure over a newly 
begun second term that the opposition-
controlled congress and many nations 
consider illegitimate.

Hours later, the government-stacked 
Supreme Court said it was throwing 
out recent measures by the National 
Assembly that declared Mr. Maduro’s 
presidency illegitimate, deepening a 
standoff  with the opposition-controlled 
legislature.

The justices ruled that the new lead-
ership of congress itself is invalid, and 
urged the country’s chief prosecutor 
to investigate whether congressional 
leaders had acted criminally in openly 
defying the nation’s constitution. 

National Assembly President Juan 
Guaido shrugged off  the court’s warn-
ing and reiterated his call for people 
to take to the streets Wednesday — a 
historic date commemorating the end of 

Venezuela’s military dictatorship in 1958 
— to demand Mr. Maduro, a protege 
of the late anti-U.S. populist President 
Hugo Chavez, relinquish power.

“The National Assembly is the only 
institution elected by the people of 
Venezuela,” Mr. Guaido said at a press 
conference at the legislature. 

Dozens of foreign governments have 
refused to recognize Mr. Maduro’s sec-
ond term, some saying they are ready to 
recognize Mr. Guaido as interim presi-
dent until fair elections can be held.

In addition, the Trump adminis-
tration is weighing tougher fi nancial 
sanctions on Venezuela, while a dozen 
mostly conservative Latin American 
and Caribbean governments said they 
will block offi  cials from Mr. Maduro’s 
government from entering their coun-
tries and take steps to freeze assets that 
are the by-product of corruption.

Aborted mutiny, court ruling heighten Venezuelan crisis

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro’s 
second inauguration was condemned 
by much of the international community, 
but Spain’s response was muted.
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•  With our special Winter Installation 
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“I’m sure, just as our budget propos-
als over the last few years have included 
increases in revenue, this one will too,” 
he told The Washington Times.

Yet it’s not clear whether his budget 
resolution will take any action on entitle-
ment spending such as Social Security 
and Medicare. With interest on the debt, 
these are the items that will send the 
defi cit soaring from $779 billion in 2018 
to a projected $1 trillion in 2020 and $1.5 
trillion by 2028.

Rep. Steve Womack, Arkansas Repub-
lican, said Democrats will struggle with 
balancing budgets until they are willing 
to tackle entitlements.

“They’re in denial on the true driv-
ers of the defi cit and the debt,” said Mr. 
Womack, the top Republican on the 
Budget Committee.

Mr. Womack, as chairman of the 

committee last year, wrote a blueprint 
that would have slashed $8.1 trillion in 
spending over 10 years and aimed to 
bring the budget to balance in nine years.

That plan envisioned $5.4 trillion in 
savings from mandatory spending pro-
grams, including more than $500 billion 
from Medicare and $1.5 trillion from 
Medicaid and other health care programs.

Democrats, though, have signaled that 
they are likely to boost, not cut, govern-
ment spending on health care.

Mr. Yarmuth said his goal is to put 
together a 2020 budget blueprint before 
lawmakers break for the Easter holiday 
in April.

Congress is supposed to pass a non-
binding budget resolution by April 15 
every year, but there is no real penalty 
for missing that deadline and lawmakers 
haven’t hit the target in years.

The biggest debates will be over caps 
for discretionary spending and the extent 
of tax increases.

Newly elected Rep. Alexandria 

Ocasio-Cortez of New York and other 
Democrats have suggested increasing 
the top marginal tax rate for individuals 
to about 70 percent for incomes of $10 
million or greater as a way to help pay 
for other spending — not necessarily to 
reduce defi cits.

Even then, it’s not clear enough 
money would be available to make a 
big dent in the defi cit.

Increasing the top tax rate, currently 
37 percent for individuals making more 
than $510,300, to a top marginal rate of 
70 percent for ordinary income over $10 
million could raise $189 billion to $291 
billion over a decade, according to recent 
projections by the Tax Foundation.

If the 70 percent rate is applied to all 
income greater than $10 million, includ-
ing from capital gains and dividends, 
then the government could lose money 
over that period as people delay selling 
assets to avoid an immediate hit from 
the higher rate, the Tax Foundation said.

On the corporate tax side, Mr. 

Yarmuth said, he wants to defer to the 
House Ways and Means Committee.

The 2017 Republican tax law lowered 
the corporate rate from 35 percent to 21 
percent.

Increasing the rate by 1 percentage 
point, to 22 percent, would increase 
revenue by $96 billion over 10 years, ac-
cording to a report released last month 
by the Congressional Budget Offi  ce.

Whatever Mr. Yarmuth ends up writ-
ing, it will be tough to reconcile with the 
Senate, which Republicans still control.

Senate Budget Committee Chairman 
Michael B. Enzi, Wyoming Republican, 
is planning to move forward with a full 
2020 budget resolution this year, though 
Republicans have rejected Democrats’ 
calls for tax increases.

He said Congress can proceed with 
a number of options.

“It’s possible to write a resolution to 
do anything you want to, but it’s aspira-
tional,” Mr. Enzi said.

Fiscal watchdogs said it’s an uphill 

climb at best to bring the budget into 
balance.

“Balancing the budget in 10 years 
is completely impossible,” said Brian 
Riedl, a senior fellow at the Manhattan 
Institute.

To balance in 2028, he said, “30 per-
cent of the projected government would 
have to be wiped out.” Even repealing 
the entire 2017 Republican tax law and 
eliminating all discretionary spending — 
an unthinkable proposal — might not be 
enough, he said.

Mr. Riedl said the annual budget 
process — if and when either chamber 
goes through with it — essentially has 
become a public relations exercise.

“Republican budgets will assume 
completely undefi ned spending cuts, 
and Democratic budget resolutions will 
assume completely undefi ned revenue 
increases, and they will never spell out 
the specifi cs because they have no inten-
tion of actually carrying through anyway 
on the budget,” he said.

BUDGET
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of New York and Rep. Tulsi Gabbard of 
Hawaii, who also have announced full-
fl edged campaigns.

The men considering a run have been 
slower to enter, with only a few major 
contenders taking formal steps.

“Fear is in the air,” said Steffen 
Schmidt, professor of political science 
at Iowa State University. “Women are 
scaring the crap out of the men because 
they’ll need to beat up the women or 
other men to climb over the huge fi eld, 
and in the era of ‘me too,’ that is bad 
news.”

Ms. Harris is the strongest female 
candidate, according to BetOnline.ag 
oddsmakers, who say she has an 8-1 
chance of winning — the same odds as 
former Rep. Beto O’Rourke of Texas.

Former Vice President Joseph R. 
Biden and Sen. Bernard Sanders of Ver-
mont round out the top Democrats 
on the list, coming in at 14-1 and 16-1, 
respectively. Mr. Trump is the favorite 
with 7-4 odds.

Mr. Biden, Mr. Sanders and Mr. 
O’Rourke — dubbed the “three B’s” by 
some activists — have yet to announce 
their plans, but analysts are awaiting 
their decisions before assessing the 
chances of those already in a race that 
Democrats say will be a test of the “new 
American majority.”

Yvette Simpson, chief executive of-
fi cer of Democracy for America, said 
that means selecting a nominee who 
can connect with the rainbow coalition 
of minorities, liberals and young voters.

“Black women have long been the 
backbone of the Democratic Party, and 
having a progressive trailblazer like Sen. 
Harris in this race will play a crucial role 
in ensuring our voices are heard loud and 
clear in this primary,” she said.

Ms. Harris, the daughter of a Jamaican 
father and Indian mother, on Monday 
brushed aside a question about how she 
would defi ne herself in ethnic terms.

“How do I describe myself — I de-
scribe myself as a proud American,” 
she told reporters at a kickoff  press 
conference at Howard University, her 
alma mater.

Rep. John Delaney of Maryland, for-
mer Housing and Urban Development 
Secretary Julian Castro, businessman 
Andrew Yang and West Virginia state 
Sen. Richard Ojeda also are running.

Other possible contenders include 
Sens. Sherrod Brown of Ohio, Amy 
Klobuchar of Minnesota, Jeff  Merkley 
of Oregon and Cory A. Booker of New 
Jersey.

Mr. Booker, who also is black, head-
lined an NAACP event Monday with Mr. 
Sanders in South Carolina, home to the 
fi rst-in-the-South primary and a deep 
pool of black voters.

Rep. Eric Swalwell of California; South 
Bend, Indiana, Mayor Peter Buttigieg; 

Washington Gov. Jay Inslee; former Vir-
ginia Gov. Terry McAuliff e; and former 
New York Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg 
also are fl irting with presidential bids.

Billionaire activist Tom Steyer, a top 
advocate for impeaching Mr. Trump, 
took his name out of the running this 
month, as did Sen. Robert P. Casey Jr. of 
Pennsylvania, putting a major dent in 
the party’s chances of fi elding a pro-life 
candidate.

Others have started to test-drive their 
messages.

“It gives me no pleasure to tell you 
that we now have a president of the 
United States who is a racist,” Mr. Sand-
ers said at a South Carolina event. “We 
have a president intentionally, purposely, 
is trying to divide us up by the color of 
our skin, by our gender, by the country 
we came from, by our religion.”

Other Democrats eyeing the White 
House also made pitches related to the 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Ms. Gabbard 
issued a fundraising plea citing King’s 
famous “Letter From Birmingham Jail.”

Ms. Harris and some of the party’s 
other newer faces probably will have 
to go through battle-tested veterans, in-
cluding Mr. Biden and Mr. Sanders, who 
ran a stronger-than-expected campaign 
against Hillary Clinton in the ugly fi ght 
for the 2016 nomination.

It has added to the suspense in Iowa, 
where the nomination race will kick off  
next year.

“I’ve been a little surprised that there 

hasn’t been more talk about the other 
high-profi le male candidates announc-
ing,” said Bret Nilles, chairman of the Linn 
County, Iowa, Democrats. “It might be a 
matter of them not wanting to step over 
the message of the women making their 
announcements the past couple of weeks.”

Dante Scala, a professor of political 
science at the University of New Hamp-
shire, said they may be rethinking their 
intentions.

“I would think twice if I am a male 
candidate — ‘Is it really my time?’” Mr. 
Scala said. “Whereas in the past that 
would not be a consideration and it 
would be female candidates thinking, ‘Is 
it my time to run?’ Now I think we are 
on the other side of that.”

Ms. Harris has been seen as angling 
for a presidential bid from her fi rst 
moments in the Senate in 2017. Her 
run for the White House after just a 
couple of years in national offi  ce is 
reminiscent of Mr. Obama, who began 
serving in the Senate in 2005 and was 
running by 2007.

She is slated to to appear Thursday 
on Comedy Central’s “The Daily Show” 
and hit the campaign trail Friday in South 
Carolina, according to CNN.

After kicking off  her campaign in 
California, she plans to travel to Iowa to 
fi eld questions from voters at a CNN-
sponsored town hall at Drake University 
in Des Moines.

⦁ Gabriella Muñoz contributed to 
this report.
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Sen. Kamala D. Harris announced her 
candidacy Monday with a promise 
to “bring our voices together.” If she 
succeeds, she will be the fi rst woman 
and second black U.S. president.
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TV          Tuesday

BEST BETS SPORTS

 LEGEND: (L)=Live   (N)=New   (ITV)=Interactive Television   (PA)=Parental Advisory   ■ (Shaded)=Movies
TMS MOVIE RATINGS: ★★★★ Excellent  ★★★ Good  ★★ Fair  ★ Poor  No stars: not rated

The Gifted / 9:00pm (5)  Lauren 
(Natalie Alyn Lind) struggles to keep 
herself awake, to evade the sinister forces 
in her dreams that are leading her to join 
Andy (Percy Hynes White) and surrender 
to her dark impulses in the new episode 
“teMpted.” Meanwhile, Glow (Laysla De 
Oliveira) faces a crisis after being shot by 
the Purifiers, but Blink (Jamie Chung) talks 
the Morlocks into letting Caitlin (Amy Acker) 
provide treatment.  Elsewhere, Polaris 
(Emma Dumont) learns more about what 
Reeva (Grace Byers) is planning.

Project Blue Book / 10:03pm (Histo-
ry Ch) 11:04pm (History Ch) 1:06am (His-
tory Ch) 2:06am (History Ch)  Like much 
of the rest of this scripted docu-series, the 
new episode “The Lubbock Lights” is based 
on an actual investigation from the Project 
Blue Book case files. The story follows 
Hynek and Quinn (Aiden Gillen, Michael 
Malarkey) as they are dispatched to look 
into a phenomenon that is something of 
a rarity: namely, a mass sighting. As the 
episode title hints, this one involves the 
residents of Lubbock, Texas, many of whom 
witnessed a mysterious V-shaped craft in 
the night sky.

Conan / 11:00pm (TBS) 12:30am (TBS)  
Conan O’Brien makes some changes — 
including, most dramatically, a shift to a 
half-hour format — as his late-night talk 
show opens Season 9. Actually, calling the 
four-nights-a-week series a talk show is 
stretching things, too, since this revamped 
“Conan” will put the emphasis on comedy 
bits instead of multiple guest interviews. 
The results, the host says, will make for 
a more “lean and agile” show, as well as 
provide content for related digital platforms. 
Tonight’s scheduled guest is Tom Hanks.

2019 Australian Open Tennis / 
12:00pm (ESPN2)  Men’s and Women’s Quar-
terfinals. From Melbourne, Australia. (Taped)
Women’s Soccer / 2:30pm (ESPN2)  
Spain vs United States. (N)
College Basketball / 7:00pm (ESPN)  
Mississippi State at Kentucky. (N)
College Basketball / 7:00pm (ESPN2)  
Texas Tech at Kansas State. (N)
NHL Hockey / 7:00pm (SportsNET)  San 
Jose Sharks at Washington Capitals. (N)
College Basketball / 9:00pm (ESPN)  
Duke at Pittsburgh. (N)
2019 Australian Open Tennis / 
9:00pm (ESPN2)  Men’s and Women’s Quar-
terfinals. (N)
NHL Hockey / 9:00pm (NBCSP)  Detroit 
Red Wings at Edmonton Oilers. (N Subject to 
Blackout)
2019 Australian Open Tennis / 
3:30am (ESPN2)  Men’s Quarterfinal. (N)

Live with Kelly and Ryan / 9:00am (7)  
Chris Pine; Madchen Amick (“Riverdale”).
Maury / 2:00pm (50)  Amber believes that 
her boyfriend is cheating on her with her cousin.
The Ellen DeGeneres Show / 3:00pm 
(4)  Anne Hathaway (“Serenity”); Fred Savage.
Jerry Springer / 3:00pm (50)  A woman 
breaks the “girl code” with her best friend’s 
husband.
The Wendy Williams Show / 4:00pm 
(20)  Hot Talk; Roy Wood Jr. tells about his 
comedy special “No One Loves You” on Comedy 
Central.
Real Time With Bill Maher / 6:30pm 
(HBO)  Former Ohio Gov. John Kasich; athlete 
Marshawn Lynch; radio host Erick Erickson.
Conan / 11:00pm (TBS)  Actor Tom Hanks.
Late Night With Seth Meyers / 
12:37am (4)  Connie Britton; Dave Franco; 
Chris Kelly and Sarah Schneider; Venzella Joy 
sits in with the 8G Band.

“Conan” airs Tuesday on TBS.

LOCAL ▶6:30 PM ▶7:00 ▶7:30 ▶8:00 ▶8:30 ▶9:00 ▶9:30 ▶10:00 ▶10:30 ▶11:00 ▶11:30 ▶12:00
 NBC 4
 NBC 11

’ 4 News
11 NBC News

’ 4 NBC News
11 Inside

’ Access (N) ’ Ellen’s Game of Games “Air
Force One Eyed Monster” (N)

’ This Is Us The Pearsons re-
ckon with Jack’s secrets. (N)

’ 10:01 New Amsterdam Bloom
and Sharpe clash over a case.

’ 4 News
11 News

’ 11:34 The Tonight Show Star-
ring Jimmy Fallon (N)

 FOX 5
 FOX 45

’ 5 Fox 5 News
45 FamFeud

’ 5 Fox 5
45 Jeopardy!

’ 5 TMZ
45 Wheel

’ Lethal Weapon “Panama”
Cole gets alarming news.

’ The Gifted “teMpted” Lauren
fights off her dark side. (N)

’ 5 Fox 5 News at Ten (N)
45 FOX 45 News at 10 (N)

’ 5 News
45 News

’ 5 The Final 5
45 Seinfeld

’ 5 TMZ (N)
45 Seinfeld

 ABC 7
 ABC 2

’ ABC World
News

’ 7 Wheel
2 List

’ 7 Jeopardy
2 Millionaire

’ The Conners ’ 8:31 The Kids
Are Alright (N)

’ blackish (N) ’ Splitting Up
Together (N)

’ The Rookie “Redwood” The
vice president visits. (N)

’ 7 News
2 News

’ 11:35 Jimmy Kimmel Live

 CBS 9
 CBS 13

’ 9 CBS News
13 News

’ 9 Off Script
13 CBS News

’ Entertainment
Tonight (N)

’ Big Brother: Celebrity Edition
(N)

’ FBI “A New Dawn” An alt-
right provocateur is murdered.

’ NCIS: New Orleans Gregorio
goes under cover at a club.

’ 9 9 News
13 News

’ 11:35 The Late Show With
Stephen Colbert

 MNTV 20 ’Judge Judy ’Family Feud ’Family Feud ’Fox 5 News ’Family Feud ’Fox 5 News ’Family Feud ’Big Bang ’Big Bang ’Chicago P.D. ’Chicago P.D.
 CW 50 ’Goldbergs ’blackish ’blackish ’The Flash “Seeing Red” (N) ’Roswell, New Mexico (N) ’DailyMailTV ’Seinfeld ’Mike & Molly ’Two/Half Men ’Two/Half Men
 IND 4.2 ’Little House ’Frasier ’Frasier ’Frasier ’Frasier ’Frasier ’Frasier ’The Office ’The Office ’The Office ’The Office ’The Nanny
 ION 66 ’Criminal ’Criminal Minds ’Criminal Minds “Broken” ’Criminal Minds ’Criminal Minds ’Private Eyes “I Do, I Do” ’Private Eyes
 PBS 22 ’NewsHour ’Farm-Harvest ’Outdoors ’Finding Your Roots ’Big Burn: American ’Frontline (N) ’Amanpour and Company (N) ’Blenko Glass
 PBS 26.4 ’Business Rpt. ’PBS NewsHour (N) ’Finding Your Roots ’Big Burn: American ’Frontline (N) ’Amanpour and Company (N) ’Antiques
  ▶7:00 PM  ▶8:00  ▶9:00  ▶10:00  ▶11:00  ▶12:00
 AMC ’4:55 The Rock ★★★ (1996) Sean Connery. ’Colombiana ★★ (2011, Act.) Zoe Saldana, Jordi Mollà, Lennie James. ’XXX ★★ (2002, Act.) Vin Diesel, Asia Argento.
 Flix ’6:00 The Professional ★★★ (1994) ’The Queen ★★★ (2006) Helen Mirren. ’9:45 Bloody Sunday ★★★ (2002) James Nesbitt. ’La mujer de mi hermano ★★

FXM ’5:00 The Amazing Spider-Man 2 ★★ (2014) ’7:50 Fantastic Four ★ (2015) Miles Teller. ’9:45 Fantastic Four ★ (2015) Miles Teller, Michael B. Jordan. ’11:40 Dracula Untold ★★

 HBO ’Real Time With Bill Maher ’VICE News ’Ready Player One ★★★ (2018, Sci-fi.) Tye Sheridan, Olivia Cooke. ’High Main. ’10:55 Ocean’s 8 ★★ (2018) Sandra Bullock.
 HBO2 ’5:40 Logan ★★★ (2017) Hugh Jackman. ’True Detective ’High Main. ’9:31 Tully ★★★ (2018) Charlize Theron. ’11:15 Annabelle: Creation ★★ (2017, Hor.)
 IFC ’5:30 Zero Dark Thirty ★★★ (2012, Dra.) Jessica Chastain, Jason Clarke. ’Transporter 3 ★★ (2008) Jason Statham, Natalya Rudakova. ’11:15 The Town ★★★ (2010) Ben Affleck.
 LIFEMOV ’6:00 Dirty Teacher (2013) Josie Davis. ’The Perfect Assistant ★★ (2008, Dra.) Rachel Hunter. ’Secrets of My Stepdaughter (2017, Susp.) Josie Davis. ’Perfect Assist
 Max ’6:00 Me, Myself & Irene ★ (2000) Jim Carrey. ’Switch (2013) Andy Lau, Jingchu Zhang. ’9:45 Snatched ★★ (2017) Amy Schumer, Goldie Hawn. ’11:20 The Italian Job ★★★

 MoreMax ’The Last of the Mohicans ’7:20 Secret Window ★★ (2004, Susp.) ’Dunkirk ★★★ (2017) Fionn Whitehead, Tom Glynn-Carney. ’10:50 Kingdom of Heaven ★★★ (2005)
 TheMovieCh ’6:00 Denial ★★★ (2016) Rachel Weisz. ’Ghost in the Shell ★★ (2017) Scarlett Johansson. ’Vicky Cristina Barcelona ★★★ (2008) ’11:40 Frances Ha ★★★

 Showtime ’6:05 Molly’s Game ★★★ (2017) Jessica Chastain, Idris Elba. ’Black Monday ’ Inside the NFL (N) ’Black Monday ’10:35 SMILF ’11:05 Inside the NFL ’Shameless
 Showtime2 ’Patriots Day ’The Bourne Ultimatum ★★★ (2007) Matt Damon, Julia Stiles. ’John Grisham’s The Rainmaker ★★★ (1997) Matt Damon. ’11:15 The Back-up Plan ★ (2010)
 Starz ’6:19 Outlander “Providence” ’7:18 Intolerable Cruelty ★★★ (2003) ’Outlander “Providence” ’9:59 Proud Mary ★ (2018) Taraji P. Henson. ’11:31 Patient Zero (2018)
 STZENC ’Don’t Be ’6:58 The Chronicles of Riddick ★★ (2004) Vin Diesel. ’Cocoon: The Return ★★ (1988, Fan.) Don Ameche. ’10:59 Man on the Moon ★★★ (1999)
 Sundance ’5:30 Draft Day ★★ (2014) Kevin Costner. ’Smokey and the Bandit ★★★ (1977) Burt Reynolds. ’10:15 Smokey and the Bandit II ★★ (1980) Burt Reynolds, Jackie Gleason.
 TurnerCM ’6:15 Force of Arms ★★★ (1951, War) ’The Kissing Bandit ★★ (1948) Frank Sinatra, J. Carrol Naish. ’That Midnight Kiss ★★ (1949, Mus.) Kathryn Grayson. ’Grounds
  ▶7:00  ▶8:00  ▶9:00  ▶10:00  ▶11:00  ▶12:00
 CNBC ’Mad Money ’Shark Tank ’Shark Tank ’Shark Tank ’The Profit (N) ’The Profit “Simply Slices” ’The Profit
 CNN ’Situation Rm ’Erin Burnett OutFront (N) ’Anderson Cooper 360 (N) ’Cuomo Prime Time (N) ’CNN Tonight w/ Don Lemon ’CNN Tonight w/ Don Lemon ’Cooper 360
ESPN ’SportsCenter ’College Basketball Mississippi State at Kentucky. (N) (L) ’College Basketball Duke at Pittsburgh. (N) (L) ’SportsCenter (N) (L) ’SportsCenter
ESPN2 ’ Interruption ’College Basketball Texas Tech at Kansas State. (N) (L) ’2019 Australian Open Tennis Men’s and Women’s Quarterfinals. From Melbourne, Australia. (N) (L)
 FoxNews ’Bret Baier ’The Story With Martha ’Tucker Carlson Tonight (N) ’Hannity (N) ’The Ingraham Angle (N) ’Fox News at Night ’Tucker
MASN ’ESPNEWS (N) ’Orioles Classics From Oct. 2, 2016. ’Touchdown ’Doc Walker ’Mid-Atlantic Sports
NBCSP ’Horse Racing From Jan 28, 2017. ’NHL Live (N) (L) ’NHL Hockey Detroit Red Wings at Edmonton Oilers. Rogers Place. (L) ’11:45 NHL Overtime (N) (L)
 SportsNET ’Caps ’NHL Hockey San Jose Sharks at Washington Capitals. Capital One Arena. (N) ’Caps ’Overtime ’D.C. Sports ’Redskins Nat. ’Redskins 100 ’Overtime
  ▶7:00  ▶8:00  ▶9:00  ▶10:00  ▶11:00  ▶12:00
 A&E ’The First 48 ’Leah Remini: Scientology ’Leah Remini: Scientology ’Leah Remini: Scientology ’The Many Sides of Jane (N) ’Leah Remini: Scientology ’Leah Remini
 Animal Plnt ’Lone Star ’Lone Star Law ’Lone Star Law: Bigger and ’Lone Star Law “Fawn Stars” ’Alaska Law “Fishing Frenzy” ’Lone Star Law ’Lone Star
 BBC ’Star Trek ’Star Trek: Voyager ’Robin Hood: Prince of Thieves ★★ (1991, Adv.) Kevin Costner, Morgan Freeman. ’Robin Hood: Prince of Thieves ★★ (1991)
 BET ’5:57 Think Like a Man ★★ (2012) Michael Ealy, Jerry Ferrara, Meagan Good. ’The Family Business ’The Family Business ’RAQ Rants ’Martin ’Martin
 Bravo ’Below Deck ’Below Deck “I Said I Got It!” ’Below Deck ’Below Deck (N) ’Buying It Blind ’Watch What ’Below Deck
 Cartoon Net ’Teen Titans ’We Bare ’Wrld, Gumball ’Samurai Jack ’American Dad ’American Dad ’Bob’s Burgers ’Bob’s Burgers ’Family Guy ’Rick, Morty ’Chicken
 Comedy Ch ’The Office ’The Office ’The Office ’The Office ’The Office ’Drunk History ’Drunk History ’Drunk History ’Corporate (N) ’Daily Show ’Drunk History ’South Park
 Discovery ’Garage ’Garage Rehab: Revisited ’Garage Rehab: Revisited (N) ’Garage Rehab (N) ’Bad Chad Customs (N) ’Street Outlaws (N) ’Garage
 Disney ’Wreck It ’Bunk’d ’Coop & Cami ’Raven ’Raven ’Bunk’d ’Bizaardvark ’Bunk’d ’Bunk’d ’Raven ’Raven ’Stuck/Middle
 Disney XD ’DuckTales ’Big City ’Big City ’Polaris ’Polaris ’Parker Plays ’Big City ’Big City ’DuckTales ’DuckTales ’Spider-Man ’Parker Plays
 DIY ’Alaska ’Building Off the Grid: High ’Building Off the Grid ’Building Off the Grid ’Building Off the Grid ’Building Off the Grid ’Off the Grid
 E! ’Chrisley ’E! News (N) ’Just Go With It ★★ (2011) Adam Sandler, Jennifer Aniston. Premiere. ’Dating ’Busy Tonight ’Along Came Polly ★★ (2004)
 Food Net ’6:00 Chopped ’Chopped ’Chopped ’Chopped (N) ’Chopped “Whiz Kid Cooks” ’Chopped “Chopped: College” ’Chopped
 Freeform ’6:00 Maleficent ★★ (2014) Angelina Jolie. ’Good Trouble “Allies” (N) ’9:01 A Bug’s Life ★★★ (1998) Voices of Dave Foley. ’The 700 Club ’American Tail
 fX ’6:00 Mike and Dave Need Wedding Dates ’Grown Ups 2 ★ (2013, Com.) Adam Sandler, Kevin James. ’Daddy’s Home ★★ (2015) Will Ferrell, Mark Wahlberg. ’Mike
 FYI ’Shipping ’Backroad Bounty ’Backroad Bounty ’Backroad Bounty ’Backroad Bounty ’11:01 Backroad Bounty ’Bounty
 GAC ’Log Cabin ’Log Cabin Fever ’Log Cabin Fever ’Log Cabin Fever (N) ’Log Cabin Fever ’Log Cabin Fever ’Log Cabin
 Galavision ’Mi ’Nosotros los. ’Nosotros los. ’Nosotros los. ’Nosotros los. ’María ’María ’Nosotros los. ’Cousins ’Cousins ’Nosotros los. ’Noticias
 Hallmark ’6:00 Chance at Romance (2013) Erin Krakow. ’Winter’s Dream (2018, Rom.) Dean Cain, Kristy Swanson. ’Love in Paradise (2016) Luke Perry, Emmanuelle Vaugier. ’Golden Girls
 HGTV ’Fixer Upper ’Fixer Upper ’Fixer Upper ’Windy City Rehab (N) ’Hunters ’Hunters Int’l ’Hunters ’Hunters Int’l ’Windy City
 History Ch ’The Curse of ’The Curse of Oak Island ’Oak Island: Digging Deeper ’The Curse of Oak Island (N) ’10:03 Project Blue Book (N) ’11:04 Project Blue Book ’The Curse of
 Lifetime ’Grey’s Anat. ’Grey’s Anatomy ’Married-Sight ’Married-Sight ’Married at First Sight “’Til Mud Do Us Part” ’Married-Sight ’11:04 Married at First Sight ’Married-Sight
 MTV ’Lindsay ’Lindsay Lohan’s Beach Club ’Lindsay Lohan’s Beach Club ’9:01 Siesta Key (N) ’10:02 Siesta Key (N) ’Lindsay Lohan’s Beach Club ’Siesta Key
 Nat’l Geo ’Life Below ’Life Below Zero ’Life Below Zero ’Life Below Zero (N) ’Port Protection Alaska (N) ’Life Below Zero ’Life Below
 Nickelodeon ’Loud House ’Bixler High Private Eye (2019) Jace Norman. ’SpongeBob ’SpongeBob ’SpongeBob ’The Office ’The Office ’Friends ’Friends ’Friends
 Noggin ’Abby Hatcher ’Butterbean ’PAW Patrol ’PAW Patrol ’PAW Patrol ’PAW Patrol ’Peppa Pig ’Peppa Pig ’Peppa Pig ’Sunny Day ’Bubble ’Bubble
 OWN ’Police- Dallas ’Police Women of Dallas ’The Haves, Nots ’The Haves, Nots ’The Haves, Nots ’The Haves, Nots ’Haves, Nots
 PARMT ’Mom ’Mom ’Mom ’Forrest Gump ★★★★ (1994) Tom Hanks. A slow-witted Southerner experiences 30 years of history. ’The Shawshank Redemption
 Science ’How the ’What on Earth? ’What on Earth? ’What on Earth? (N) ’How the Universe Works (N) ’What on Earth? ’Earth
 Syfy ’Blade: Trinity ★★ (2004, Hor.) Wesley Snipes, Kris Kristofferson. ’ Iron Man 3 ★★★ (2013, Act.) Robert Downey Jr., Gwyneth Paltrow, Don Cheadle. ’Deadly Class
 TBS ’Family Guy ’Big Bang ’Big Bang ’Big Bang ’Big Bang ’Big Bang ’Big Bang ’Big Bang ’Big Bang ’Conan ’Seinfeld ’Seinfeld
 TLC ’6:00 My Big Fat Fabulous Life ’My Big Fat Fabulous Life (N) ’ I Am Jazz “Rebirth” (N) ’Seeking Sister Wife ’ I Am Jazz ’Fat Fabulous
 TNT ’5:30 Contraband ★★ (2012) Mark Wahlberg. ’The Accountant ★★ (2016, Susp.) Ben Affleck, Anna Kendrick. ’10:45 Point Break ★★ (2015) Édgar Ramírez, Luke Bracey.
 TruTV ’ Imp. Jokers ’ Imp. Jokers ’ Imp. Jokers ’ Imp. Jokers ’ Imp. Jokers ’ Imp. Jokers ’ Imp. Jokers ’Adam Ruins ’Adam Ruins ’ Imp. Jokers ’ Imp. Jokers ’ Imp. Jokers
 TVLand ’M*A*S*H ’M*A*S*H ’M*A*S*H ’Raymond ’Raymond ’Raymond ’Raymond ’Teachers (N) ’Two/Half Men ’King ’King ’King
 TVOne ’Cosby Show ’Cosby Show ’Cosby Show ’Jeffersons ’Jeffersons ’Jeffersons ’Jeffersons ’Jeffersons ’Jeffersons ’Good Times ’Good Times ’Good Times
 Univision ’Noticiero Uni. ’La Rosa de Guadalupe (N) ’Jesús (N) ’Mi marido tiene más familia ’Amar a muerte (N) ’ Impacto Extra ’Noticiero Uni ’Deportivo
 USA ’Mod Fam ’Mod Fam ’Mod Fam ’WWE SmackDown! (N) (L) ’Temptation Island (N) ’Law & Order: SVU ’Law & Order
 VH1 ’Love, Hip Hop ’Cartel Crew ’Love & Hip Hop Miami ’Love & Hip Hop ’Love & Hip Hop ’Black Ink Crew: Chicago ’Cartel Crew
 WGN-A ’Blue Bloods ’Cops ’Cops ’Cops ’Cops ’Cops ’Cops ’Married ’Married ’Married ’Married ’Married

MOVIES

NEWS & SPORTS

VARIETY CABLE

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (Jan. 22). Destiny is a weaver, and 
this year’s design is rather intricate. The success secret is 
to pay attention to the patterns you want to repeat and to 
ignore the ones you don’t. February brings a windfall. In 
March, you’ll nourish the needy and the worthy. In July, 
you’ll decide for a group and promote a higher level of exist-
ing, too. Leo and Scorpio adore you. Your lucky numbers 
are: 49, 24, 3, 10 and 16. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You really don’t owe anyone 
an explanation, but you may choose to explain anyway, in-
stead of leaving the story to people’s imaginations, which 
can be wild, strange and unpredictably aimed.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). To be 
content with yourself is the aim here, 
and one of the best signifi ers of success 
that you could ever have. And the best 
part is that if you really wanted to, you 
could make it happen in an instant. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). Emo-
tional work doesn’t look like other kinds of work but it can 
be just as demanding as physical work, if not more so. Some 
people give you emotional work without realizing it’s what 
they are doing. Educate them. 

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Don’t beat yourself up be-
cause you were not able to do what you told yourself to do. 
Be kind. Be curious about yourself. Self-knowledge takes 
time. The better you know yourself, the more eff ectively 
you’ll be able to lead yourself. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). While technically it’s not your job 
to stir up the people and strengthen their collective spirit, 
you are the best person for the task, as you have that special 
charisma they want to follow. And this group could really 
use some unity.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). There’s a decision hanging 
in the balance and it should not be made impulsively. Hold 
off . More will be illuminated. When it’s time, you’ll be abso-
lutely certain of your choice. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). A trip down memory lane 
is featured, and you may be surprised about how others 
remember it. No one’s story will be completely right or 
wrong. There’s something to be learned from this discrep-
ancy of vision.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). There are people who seem 
to be able to get you to do things you normally wouldn’t. 
They seem outside of the rules. “Morality, like art, means 
drawing a line someplace.” — Oscar Wilde

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Why is it so hard to 
believe that what matters to you counts as very important? 
Sure, in the big scheme, it may not aff ect many, or have life-
and-death consequences. But it’s as important as anyone 
else’s agenda you know.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You’ve been very accom-
modating, and now it’s time to stop and let others make the 
eff ort for a change. If you keep this up, the pattern will settle 
with you in the never-ending service position. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). The term “gaslighting” re-
fers to when one person manipulates another into question-
ing his or her own sanity. You’re immune to this. You know 
that everyone sees things diff erently and refuse to engage in 
useless arguments. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). There’s a situation that, from 
the outside, seems privileged and enviable, but it’s not the case. 
If anyone can see this, it’s you. You’re in the unique position to 
help someone who, to others, wouldn’t seem to need help. 
CREATORS.COM

HOLIDAY  
MATHIS

HOROSCOPE

DEAR ABBY: My girlfriend, 
“Jane,” and I have been in love 
for three years. We’re both in 
our 30s. Jane and her daughter 
have lived with me long enough 

to know that 
I want to 
be a part of 
— and con-
tribute to 
— the rest of 
their lives. 

Jane knows I never want to be 
married, but that I am commit-
ted to her. I know how to make 
sure she is taken care of in the 
event that I pass away, and I’m 
in the process of making that a 

reality.
I would like to give her a 

special diamond. Is there a way 
to give her the moment she 
deserves without asking her to 
marry me? — SHE DESERVES 
BETTER

DEAR SHE DESERVES BET-
TER: I doubt it. If Jane would like 
to be married and is open about 
your relationship, don’t be sur-
prised if she tells you she would 
rather have a proposal and a wed-
ding than a diamond and a legal 
document.

DEAR ABBY: My husband’s 
parents forgot his birthday — 
again. Last year, he laughed it 

off . Th is year, it wasn’t so funny. 
It’s especially hurtful because 
they not only remember his 
other adult siblings’ birthdays, 
but throw parties or dinners for 
them to which we are invited.

Would I be out of line to send 
them a reminder next year? I 
don’t want them to think I’m 
fi shing for a party; I just would 
like them to call their son on 
his birthday. — CALENDAR GIRL 
IN ILLINOIS

DEAR CALENDAR GIRL: Why 
do I think there is more to this 
story than you have mentioned? 
Your husband may have done — 
or not done — something that 

upset his parents, and this may be 
their passive-aggressive way of 
punishing him.

Do not “remind” them of the 
birthday. They are well aware of 
when it is. Instead, plan a celebra-
tion for him with some of his 
friends, and make the occasion a 
happy one with no mention of his 
parents.

⦁ Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, also known as 
Jeanne Phillips, and was founded 
by her mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Contact Dear Abby at www.Dear-
Abby.com or P.O. Box 69440, Los 
Angeles, CA 90069.
ANDREWS MCMEEL SYNDICATION

Man plans to give girlfriend a ring without a proposal

ABIGAIL 
VAN BUREN

DEAR ABBY

F
rom drunk tweeting to 
Tide-pod-eating, the 
internet is proving to 
be perhaps the greatest 

enabler of human stupidity since 
the invention of alcohol.

Still, there are times that the 
web can protect us from our 
own folly, as in last week’s col-

umn when 
we chroni-
cled the bad 
result Bobby 
Fischer 
posted in 
the 1956 

tournament where he played 
what came to be known as the 
“Game of the Century.” I — 
almost — wrote that “Fischer’s 
performance was so shaky 
that he even lost to somebody 
named ‘Eliot Hearst.’”

Just before hitting “Send,” I fi g-
ured I probably ought to Google 
the guy, just in case.

Turns out Hearst, who died 
just a year ago, was a fi ne chess 
player, columnist, author, orga-
nizer and administrator, not to 
mention an Army veteran and an 
eminent psychologist who wrote 
a pioneering study on blindfold 
chess.

He may have been a cut 
below Fischer, Reshevsky, 
Lombardy and other postwar 
U.S. stars, but before leaving 

for a career in academia Hearst 
managed to earn a life master 
title, was a New York state and 
Marshall Chess Club champ, 
qualifi ed for two U.S. champi-
onships, and was a member of 
the storied U.S. 1960 squad that 
defeated the Boris Spassky-led 
Soviet team to win the World 
Student Team championship. 
Hearst also wrote a popular 
column for Chess Life, worked 
for the U.S. Chess Federation, 
and captained a number of in-
ternational teams, including the 
1962 U.S. Olympiad team with 
Fischer on fi rst board.

Long story short, we nearly 
did supremely accomplished 
Hearst a profound injustice, and 
to make up for it off er this belated 
appreciation.

In the 1953 U.S. Open against 

master Robert Sobel (another 
New York-born, future academic 
star, by coincidence), Black used 
a nice tactical trick to pick off  
his opponent’s loose rook. White 
position is already loose after 24. 
Nd5 Bb8, when Hearst threatens 
25…Nf2+ 26. Kg1 Nxe4! 27. Qxe4 
Rxd5, and things come to a head 
just a few moves later.

Thus: 27. Rd1 Nxd5 28. exd5?! 
(tougher was 28. Rxd5, though 
Black has the edge on 29…Rxd5 
29. exd5 Qd7 30. Ra1 [g4? e4 31. 
Ne1 e3 32. Nf3 Qd6 33. Kg2 Bb8 
is very powerful] e4 31. Nd2 e3 
32. Nf3 Qxf5) Qd7 29. f6 e4 30. 
Ng5 h6! (setting the trap) 31. 
Nxe4 Rxe4 32. Qxe4 c4+, and 
White’s problem rook on a4 
falls. Sobel’s desperate mating 
attack is easily turned back, and 
by 39. Re8+ Kh7 40. Re7 Bg3, it 
is Black who has the unstop-
pable mate; White resigned.

Hearst may have used some 
of his budding psychology 
smarts on master Elias van 
Sweden in their 1956 U.S. Open 
in Long Beach, California, 
since Black concedes in just 24 
moves without a single piece 
coming off  the board. We pick 
it up from today’s diagram in 
this King’s Indian Attack, where 
Black has just played 19…g5-g4, 
with unmistakable ill intentions 
on the White king.

Van Sweden fails to appreci-
ate the danger with 20. Qb3?! (a 
wasted move; White has to get 
his queenside counterplay going 
with 20. Qc3 Ne6 21. d5 Ng5 22. 
Qa5 Nf3+ 23. Kh1 Nxe1 24. Rxe1 
Bc8 25. Qxc7) Nf7 21. Rac1? (re-
ally drifting now…) Ng5 22. Re2 
Nf3+ 23. Kh1 (Bxf3 gxf3 24. Ree1 
Qh3 and wins) Rg5! 24. c5+ d5, 
and White resigns(!), apparently 
convinced a sacrifi cial attack on 
the h-fi le is unstoppable.

It’s not pleasant, but White 
could fi ght on with 25. h4 Nxh4!? 
(gxh3 26. Bxf3 Rg7 27. Nh2 c6 
28. Kg1 exf3 29. Nhxf3) 26. gxh4 
Qxh4+ (or 26…Rh5) and Black has 
a raging attack but no forced win.

Sobel-Hearst, 54th U.S. Open, 
Milwaukee, August 1953
1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 d6 3. d4 cxd4 4. Nxd4 
Nf6 5. Nc3 a6 6. f4 e5 7. Nf3 Qc7 8. Be2
Be6 9. O-O Nbd7 10. a4 Rc8 11. f5 Bc4 
12. a5 Be7 13. Kh1 O-O 14. Bg5 Rfe8 15. 
Bxc4 Qxc4 16. Ra4 Qc5 17. Qd2 Bd8 18. 
Be3 Qc6 19. Rd1 Bc7 20. Qd3 Nc5 21. 
Bxc5 dxc5 22. Qc4 Ng4 23. Re1 Rcd8 
24. Nd5 Bb8 25. Kg1 Ba7 26. h3 Nf6 27. 
Rd1 Nxd5 28. exd5 Qd7 29. f6 e4 30. 
Ng5 h6 31. Nxe4 Rxe4 32. Qxe4 c4+ 33. 
Kh1 Qxa4 34. Qg4 g6 35. Qh4 Qxc2 36. 
Re1 Qf2 37. Qxf2 Bxf2 38. Re7 Rxd5 39. 
Re8+ Kh7 40. Re7 Bg3 White resigned

⦁ David R. Sands can be reached 
at 202/636-3178 or by email at 
dsands@washingtontimes.com.

An online aid to appreciating an American star
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Van Sweden-Hearst aft er 19...g5-g4
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Metro “I’m disgusted by the repeated distribution of KKK literature 
in my hometown ahead of MLK day. Hate has no home here in 
Leesburg and we will not be intimidated by these tactics.”
— Rep. Jennifer Wexton, Virginia Democrat, on Facebook

“In the spirit of our Constitution, I 
invite you to deliver your State of the 
Union address before a Joint Session of 
Congress on Tuesday, January 29, 2019, 
in the House Chamber. I look forward 
to welcoming you to the 
Congress.”

— Nancy Pelosi, in a let-
ter to President Trump just 
hours after she was sworn in 
as House speaker

H
ouse Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi is 
wedged between 
a rock and a hard 

place. Will she gavel in 
Donald Trump for his State 
of the Union speech on 
Jan. 29 or will she refuse to 
perch behind the man in the “people’s 
house”? The optics of a Trump SOTU 
and a seated Speaker Pelosi would be 
a fi rst for her — and perhaps one she 
could not stomach.

The trial balloons for Mr. Trump’s 
address  are fl ying in from every 

direction. Mrs. Pelosi has suggested 
Mr. Trump simply deliver written text 
to Congress and delay his address until 
after the federal government shut-
down is over. Some Republicans have 

suggested he speak directly 
to Americans from the Oval 
Offi  ce .

No and no. The president 
of the United States  should 
stand before a joint session 
of Congress, face the cam-
eras and tell all who see and 
hear what the state of this 
divided nation really is. He 
should separate fact from fi c-
tion, reality from perception.

In other words, the presi-
dent should get down to the 
real nitty-gritty.

There’s no better opportunity to do 
so than the SOTU. The president could 
zero in, for example, on America’s 
human capital, the very people he 
spoke of more than two years ago in 
his post-election speech in 2016.

“We are going to fi x our inner cities 

and rebuild our highways, bridges, tun-
nels, airports, schools, hospitals. We’re 
going to rebuild our infrastructure, 
which will become, by the way, second 
to none. And we will put millions of 
our people to work as we rebuild it,” 
Mr. Trump said.

Well, Americans deserve an update 
on where that promise stands in Mrs. 
Pelosi’s and Sen. Kamala D. Harris’ 
voter- and immigrant-rich California. 
In New York, Texas and Florida. 

As for the so-nicknamed DMV, 
D.C. Delegate Eleanor Holmes Norton 
and D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser, both 
Democrats, can be as politically oner-
ous as the long lines and bureaucratic 
nonsense at departments of motor 
vehicles. In fact, the two politicians 
plan a news conference on Tuesday 
to again urge Mr. Trump to end the 
shutdown — as if he hasn’t heard the 
calls already.

Some many Democrats are so 
intent on opposing Mr. Trump, they’ve 
forgotten what Donald Trump said on 
election night, what he promised to do 

and where he stands on those prom-
ises. He promised money people in 
the DMV would be employed making 
America great again. Are they?

Are they working and prepared to 
work on building Interstate 81? Will 
they be ready to help on the infrastruc-
ture of Baltimore-Washington Interna-
tional Thurgood Marshall Airport?

How about Metro? New schools for 
Virginia and Maryland families? Are 
the DMV’s Democrats even convers-
ing with unions about those jobs and 
future plans?

And what’s going on with veteran 
hospitals and medical centers? Is the 
DMV prepared or preparing for better 
veterans’ facilities? 

Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam and 
Sens. Tim Kaine and Mark Warner 
should be urged to speak up and 
out, and inform the public about 
the status of those facilities and the 
ones overseas. When they search for 
a camera after Mr. Trump has been 
standing before them, their comments 
are as reactionary as Rep. Alexandria 

Ocasio-Cortez’s are off  America’s 
traditional beaten path.

Mrs. Pelosi’s Democrat-led House 
— again, the people’s house — is not 
the media. She cannot mute the presi-
dent as if he’s part of #MuteRKelly 
movement.

During his State of the Union ad-
dress, Mr. Trump should, for the most 
part, brush aside the Chuck and Nancy 
show, and the Democratic and social 
media foreplay. Hard-working Ameri-
can families, including those caught 
in the political web of the government 
shutdown, are playing hardball. It’ll be 
to his advantage to imagine himself 
being sworn in to tell the truth, the 
whole truth and nothing but the truth.

Indeed, President Trump has much 
to say, and he shouldn’t say it in a 
singular Oval Offi  ce address. He must 
stand before cameras and tell the pub-
lic whether his actions have matched 
the words he spoke after voters elected 
him.

⦁ Deborah Simmons can be contacted 
at dsimmons@washingtontimes.com.

Scripting Trump’s SOTU address
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ICE says why it ended contract
with Anne Arundel County

Federal immigration offi  cials have 
confi rmed that they ended a contract 
with Anne Arundel County to house 
immigration detainees because local 
offi  cials quit participating in a screen-
ing program.

The Capital reported that a spokes-
man for U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement said in an email that 
the decision to end the contract with 
the county was tied directly to the 
county’s decision to no longer partici-
pate in the 287(g) program.

The program trains correction offi  -
cers to screen inmates for immigration 
violations. County Executive Steuart 
Pittman withdrew from the program 
in December, saying it didn’t make 
people safer.

ICE spokesman Vincent Picard said 
the agency partners with counties that 
cooperate with its public safety mis-
sion. He said ICE believes the county’s 
decision to terminate the 287(g) pro-
gram “undermines this mission.”

— Associated Press

VIRGINIA
CHARLOTTESVILLE

Virginia investor tries to curb
Dominion Energy’s infl uence

Virginia investor Michael Bills is 
spending millions of dollars to try 
to weaken the political infl uence of 
Dominion Energy.

Mr. Bills said the state’s largest 
electric utility has eff ectively captured 
the General Assembly and is able to 
write its own laws. He said that has led 
to higher than necessary electric bills, 
bad environmental policy and a deep 
rot in the democratic process.

He heads a group called Clean 
Virginia that plans to spend about $8 
million to $10 million on a lobbying 
and public relations campaign in a 
multiyear campaign.

It’s an unusually specifi c enterprise 
for a political advocacy campaign 
funded by a wealthy individual.

Dominion is a major contributor to 
politicians in both parties and said it 
participates in the political process on 
behalf of its 10,000 employees.

 — Associated Press

BLACKSBURG

Airbnb remits $27,000 in taxes
over 4 months to Virginia town

A Virginia town received $27,000 in 
taxes for four months of Airbnb rentals 
after it signed an agreement with the 
vacation rental company.

The Roanoke Times reported that 
data from the company shows that 
Blacksburg received about $6,750 
monthly from Airbnb.

All Airbnb-style home rentals in 
Blacksburg have been subject to lodg-
ing taxes for years, but collecting the 
money was a challenge.

Airbnb now adds the 7 percent tax 
onto customers’ bills when they pay on-
line and gives the money to city. From 
Aug. 1 to Nov. 30 in 2018, Airbnb said it 
collected and remitted $27,000 in taxes.

 — Associated Press 

BY ALAN SUDERMAN

ASSOCIATED PRESS

RICHMOND | Virginia lawmakers ap-
pear unlikely to pass any notable new 
gun laws this legislative session, but are 
almost certain to campaign heavily on 
failed gun legislation later this year.

Republicans who control the General 
Assembly have dispatched gun control 
bills backed by Democratic Gov. Ralph 
Northam, who is all but certain to veto 
any gun rights bills that pass out of the 
legislature.

Guns are a perennial issue both at the 
legislature and on the campaign trail in 
this swing state that’s home to the Na-
tional Rifl e Association’s headquarters 
and site of one of the country’s deadliest 
mass shootings, at Virginia Tech in 2007.

Compromise on guns is rare in Vir-
ginia, but not unheard of. Democrats and 
Republicans backed a package of gun 
bills three years ago to strengthen some 
gun control measures while expanding 
concealed carry rights.

This year though, with an important 
election looming, there’s little common 
ground. The Northam administration 
and GOP offi  cials have discussed a po-
tential deal on a so-called “red fl ag” 
measure to take away guns temporarily 
from people who are considered danger-
ous, but those talks have gone nowhere.

“Unfortunately, there hasn’t been the 
receptivity you’d expect,” said Public 
Safety Secretary Brian Moran, who noted 
that President Trump and Republicans in 
other states have supported the measure.

Gun rights advocates said the pro-
posed legislation would infringe on the 
Second Amendment and does nothing 
to improve public safety.

“It’s one of the more stupid bills out 
there,” said Philip Van Cleave, president 
of the Virginia Citizens Defense League.

All 140 legislative seats will be up for 
election later this year and Democrats 
are emboldened by the success they 
have had in two straight elections cycles, 
driven in large part by an anti-Trump 
wave. Republicans hold a slim major-
ity in both chambers of the General 
Assembly.

On Monday, top Democrats headlined 
a gun control rally at the Capitol where 
they urged supporters to make guns a 
key issue in this year’s elections.

“If we can’t change people’s minds, we 
need to change their seats,” Mr. Northam 
said. “We will see you out here next year 
and we will have the majority in the 
House and the Senate and we will fi nally 
get things done.”

Gun rights advocates held a rally a 
few hours earlier where they also spoke 
about the upcoming elections.

“We’re going to try and make sure that 
gun owners are as motivated as possible,” 
Mr. Van Cleave said.

VIRGINIA

Gun bills 
more likely 
to become 
ads than 
legislation
Northam poised 
to veto proposals

BY ALAN SUDERMAN

ASSOCIATED PRESS

RICHMOND | Tobacco-friendly Virginia, where the early 
economy was powered by the leafy plant and the industry 
continues to hold great sway, is preparing to put new limits 
on who can buy tobacco products.

Citing the rapid growth of teenage vaping, GOP leaders 
in the majority-Republican General Assembly announced 
Thursday they are backing legislation to raise the age limit 
on buying tobacco products from 18 to 21. Virginia-based 
Altria, one of the biggest tobacco companies in the world, 
said it supports the proposal.

If successful, Virginia would join several other states that 
have raised the age limit of purchasing tobacco products. 
While traditional tobacco use among teenagers has been 
declining, state Republicans said they have grown increas-
ingly concerned about a sharp increase in teenage vaping.

“Obtaining vaping products from friends and classmates 
who are already 18 years old is just too easy for the younger 
kids. Raising the age will have a positive eff ect on our 
schools,” said House Speaker Kirk Cox, Colonial Heights 
Republican and a retired school teacher.

Gov. Ralph Northam, a Democrat, has not indicated 
whether he supports the proposal, but the pediatric neu-
rologist has backed anti-smoking eff orts in the past.

The surprise announcement by Republicans is part of 
a wider eff ort to broaden their appeal to suburban voters 
ahead of legislative elections later this year.

Democrats have made major gains in Virginia in the 
last two years as suburban voters unhappy with President 
Trump have fl ed the GOP. Republicans have made a con-
certed eff ort during this year’s legislative session to win 
back those voters with several kitchen-table proposals, 
including improving school safety and expanding insurance 
coverage for children for autism.

Altria also could be looking to garner goodwill among 
lawmakers by supporting an eff ort that could hurt its 
profi ts but diff use a future push for stricter laws on vap-
ing and other tobacco products. The Marlboro maker said 

last month that it will spend $13 billion to buy a share of 
Juul, a popular vape company that’s come under fi re for its 
popularity among teenagers.

E-cigarettes and other vaping devices have been sold 
in the U.S. since 2007 and have grown into a $6.6 billion 
business. Vaping devices heat a fl avored nicotine solution 
into an inhalable vapor. They have been pitched to adult 
smokers as a less harmful alternative to cigarettes, though 
there’s been little research on the long-term health eff ects.

Flavored e-cigarettes have been blamed for a recent 
increase in teen vaping rates, including among middle 
schoolers. A recent nationwide study found twice as many 
high school students used nicotine-tinged electronic ciga-
rettes last year compared with the year before.

The increase has set health offi  cials scrambling. Food 
and Drug Administration Commissioner Scott Gottlieb 
recently pledged to try to tighten rules governing the sale 
of most fl avored versions of e-cigarettes.

Altria spokesman David Sutton said the company sup-
ports quick action to stop underage tobacco use.

“The best approach to achieving this goal is simple: 
Raise the minimum age for purchasing tobacco products 
to 21,” Mr. Sutton said.

VIRGINIA

State considers raising 
age to buy tobacco to 21

Leaders aim to tackle teen vaping problem

ASSOCIATED PRESS PHOTOGRAPHS

Virginia is preparing to raise the age limit on buying traditional and electric cigarettes from 18 to 21.

Virginia’s early economy was powered by tobacco and the 
industry continues to hold infl uence in the state. 



T
he New York Times thinks ours is “a golden age 
for journalism.” The press, the Old Gray Lady 
says, “has come through with some investigative 
work that can stand with the fi nest Watergate-era 

reporting.”
There’s a new appreciation for shoe-leather reporting. “Clicks 

and subscriptions are up, welcome news for an industry in shaky 
fi nancial shape.”

Some of that is sort of true, and The New York Times is 
entitled to its opinion, which it attempts to link to great hits of 
others in the past, particularly invoking the names of Bob Wood-
ward and Carl Bernstein, two reporters for The Washington Post 
celebrated by journalists everywhere for bringing down Richard 
Nixon in “the Watergate scandal.”

But this is not exactly the time for celebrating the press — or 
the “media,” the fancy name for a cheapened product. Collec-
tive guilt decrees that journalists everywhere take a hit for one 
of the most spectacular press/media scandals of our time. Just 
when everyone assumed the press had gone as far as it could go 

in promoting the 
high-tech lynching 
of Donald Trump, 
a “news” site called 
BuzzFeed managed 
to go an inch or two 
further.

BuzzFeed fi gured 
it had dropped the Big One that would fi nally, absolutely, posi-
tively, once and for all destroy the president and assure a place 
with Woodward and Bernstein in Valhalla for Jason Leopold, 
whom it described as “one of the best journalists” in the world. 
BuzzFeed reported that Michael Cohen, the president’s onetime 
lawyer, said he had been instructed by the president to lie to 
Congress about a project in Moscow. “If true,” the new standard 
by which the press pack measures its reaction to its work, the 
Donald was well and truly cooked.

Robert Mueller, the special counsel, had the goods, BuzzFeed 
assured everyone, so get the rope. The press pack celebrated by 
losing its collective mind over the disclosures, such as they were. 
Twitterdom exploded with spontaneous combustion. “This 
is stunning,“ said Don Lemon of CNN. Lawrence O’Donnell 
of MSNBC called it “a Nixonian moment.” David Brooks, the 
columnist for The New York Times and part-time wise man for 
NPR, said it was OK to celebrate because BuzzFeed was OK. It 
was New Year’s Eve in Times Square.

That’s when Robert Mueller turned grinch and blew  out the 
lights. The special counsel put out a brisk and unequivocal state-
ment that none of it was so. “BuzzFeed’s description of specifi c 
statements to the special counsel’s offi  ce and characterization 
of document and testimony obtained by this offi  ce, regarding 
Michael Cohen’s congressional testimony are not accurate,” the 
statement said.

The party was over but nobody would go home. Some of the 
guests went to work to say that the Mueller statement, broad 
and specifi c, wasn’t actually a rebuttal of the Buzzfeed scoop. 
Chris Matthews of MSNBC said the scoop might be inaccurate 
but was not wrong. How could it be when so many good people 
were so sincere in wanting it to be right?

No one had wanted to look too closely at the work of the man 
who produced the Big One. Jason Leopold, who wrote the ac-
count together with Anthony Cormier,  had worked at BuzzFeed 
since 2017 and before that at the Los Angeles Times, Dow Jones 
& Co., publishers of The Wall Street Journal, and as a free-lancer 
with credits in several publications.

“I love the score,” he told The New York Times for a profi le 
four years ago. “So maybe there’s this druggish thing in me that 
still exists, maybe that was always part of my personality. I love 
the score. I love the score!”

Mr. Leopold has been accused of plagiarism, a sin regarded 
as fairly serious in most newsrooms, and in a book he wrote said 
that he had engaged in “lying, cheating and back-stabbing,” and 
had struggled with substance abuse and mental illness. “I have 
a checkered past,” he wrote, “and I was hoping that by coming 
clean about my own past, it would allow me to move forward.”

Only a hard man would not feel some sympathy for someone 
trying to make good on a second (or even third) chance, but 
he miscalculated in thinking that the president had become so 
hated that if there was no evidence available you could just make 
it up.

Bob Woodward might have had advice for him. “I say to 
you on the record,” the Watergate man said the other day, “I am 
thankful I don’t have to cover this story on a daily basis. The 
hydraulic pressure in the system is just too great. The impatience 
of the Internet — to give it to us immediately — drives so much, 
it’s hard to sort something like this out.”

That’s the lesson for this bad, very bad, time for the press. 
This is a tragic age for journalism.

Wesley Pruden is editor in chief emeritus of The Times.
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 BY WESLEY PRUDEN

By Richard W. Rahn

The current troubles in the U.K. 
can be traced back to a fateful 
decision of King George III 
and the British Parliament in 

1765 with the imposition of the Stamp 
Act on the American 
colonies. The Stamp 
Act placed a direct tax 
on printed materials, 
including legal docu-
ments, magazines, play-
ing cards, newspapers 
and many other types of 
paper.

The tax caused wide-
spread resentment among 
the American colonists 
since it was imposed 
without their consent 
— “no taxation without 
representation,” and the 
fi rst joint protest among assemblies of 
the American colonies. It was repealed 
in 1766, not only because of the protests 
of the colonists, but also by the com-
plaints of British merchants who were 
threatened by boycotts. 

The Stamp Act tax had the unin-
tended consequence of spurring the 

idea of an American identity separate 
from that of mother Britain. Various 
grievances by the colonists grew until 
independence was declared in 1776. 

At the time, Britain had not yet 
fully developed into a parliamentary 
democracy. Only male property owners 

could vote — about 12 
percent of the population, 
and the king still retained 
some power. Note: Over 
the last 900 years, the U.K. 
has evolved into having 
perhaps the oddest form 
of government in the 
world. It is a monarchy, 
where most everything is 
done in the name of the 
monarch who now has no 
power. Power resides in 
an elected Parliament; yet, 
the country refers to itself 
as a kingdom rather than a 

parliamentary democracy — which it is. 
It also has an unwritten constitution to 
protect basic civil liberties. It ought not 
to function at all, but it does because of 
the respect by most Englishmen for long-
developed traditions and institutions 

Correcting the mistake of 1765
How Brexit and U.K. troubles can be traced to the Stamp Act

By Abraham R. Wagner

I
t’s seldom that the president makes a key decision against 
the advice of the national security establishment, which is 
what President Trump did in deciding to remove 2,000 U.S. 
troops from northern Syria. Many in the media as well as 
some of his strongest supporters in Congress have ques-
tioned this decision, but it is worth considering this deci-
sion and what the actual consequences are.

The United States has had only limited involvement in the 
eight years of civil war in Syria. U.S. forces were introduced only for the 
purpose of eliminating ISIS — a 
mission that has largely been 
accomplished. While the United 
States was a signifi cant factor 
in removing ISIS from Syria, 
much of this was accomplished 
by Russia that largely destroyed 
the ISIS-held city of Raqqa, 
operating under diff erent rules 
of engagement and a far diff erent 
view of collateral damage. Rus-
sian air strikes destroyed much 
of ISIS, along with a large part of 
the city and its civilian popula-
tion. Also important in the defeat 
of ISIS have been Kurdish forces 
and the Syrian army which 
remain to counter ISIS.

U.S. troops do not need to 
remain in Syria, to either fi nish 
the job of eliminating ISIS or 
preventing its re-emergence. ISIS 
in Syria is not a national security 
threat to the United States but 
is a serious concern to Syria. 
Now that the civil war is largely 
over, the Syrians along with 
the Russians and the Kurds can 
easily fi nish the job. What has 
been holding them up for several 
months has been a cease-fi re 
arranged by Russia and Turkey 
in an eff ort to avoid a bloodbath 
in northern Syria around Idlib 
— the only part of Syria not yet 
returned to Syrian government 
control.

The recent and tragic deaths 
of four U.S. troops in Syria is 
no reason to keep forces there. 
Their deaths were the result of 
a single terrorist bomber in a 
restaurant frequented by U.S. 
troops — not unlike similar 
terrorist bombings in Israel, 
France, Britain and elsewhere in restaurants and public places. Decades of 
experience with such terrorist events dictate that the “answer” to this type 
of attack is not keeping 2,000 troops around. This is an intelligence and 
counter-terrorism problem and not a military operation. Standing armies 
don’t capture terrorist cells and suicide bombers. It also goes without say-
ing that U.S. troops should avoid frequenting the same restaurants which 
are certainly known to ISIS and are sitting ducks for a suicide bomber.

Apart from the counter-ISIS mission, another argument for keeping 
U.S. forces in Syria is to protect allied Kurdish fi ghters from Turkey that 
sees them as terrorists and a threat to Turkey. Here Mr. Trump, as well as 
National Security Adviser John Bolton and others have made it clear to 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan that entering Syria and attacking 

the Kurds is just not acceptable and have received assurances that this 
will not happen. Whether or not Mr. Erdogan can be trusted remains an 
open question, but Mr. Trump has made it clear that there would be severe 
consequences for violating this explicit agreement.

Ultimately, the Kurds need to come to an agreement with the Syrian 
government over some area or “safe zone” in northern Syria where they 
can live in peace. Here there appears to be some progress on this front. 
Exactly what language is used to solve the problem and the size of the fed-
erated zone is still an open question, but the important point is that this is 
being worked out by the Kurds and the Syrians with assistance from Rus-
sia. What the United States needs to do here, apart from continued pres-

sure on Mr. Erdogan, is enter this 
dialogue and engage in serious 
“back channel” discussions with 
the Syrians and Russia to help 
fashion a long-lasting territorial 
and diplomatic solution for the 
Kurds.   

The other major concern in 
Syria is the continued Iranian 
involvement and weapons that 
pose a major threat to Israel. 
Iranian missiles in Syria that 
threaten Israel will not be toler-
ated, and Israel has repeatedly 
bombed Iranian weapons depots 
within Syria making clear their 
intention to continue such 
strikes. At one-point last year, 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu believed that Russia 
could force Iran out of Syria 
only to fi nd out that Russian 
President Vladimir Putin could 
not make this happen. Despite 
some setbacks, Israeli-Russian 
relations and interactions with 
respect to Syria have been 
positive. Mr. Netanyahu and 
Mr. Putin have met and talked 
repeatedly while their military 
leaders conduct discussions over 
ongoing operations and have 
established procedures to decon-
fl ict their activities.

This is another critical area 
where the United States and 
Russia do not have adverse 
interests and should be work-
ing more closely together. A 
continued Iranian presence in 
Syria is adverse to the interests 
of both nations, as well as Israel, 
Saudi Arabia and others. What 
is called for now are high-level 
“back channel” discussions with 

Russia on a strategy that meets the strategic interests of all parties and can 
be achieved. This needs to be done at a level below any public Trump-
Putin summit and continued on an ongoing basis.

One model may be the negotiations that took place after the 1973 
Middle East War conducted by Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, leading 
to the 1974 disengagement agreement between Israel and Syria and had the 
support of all parties, including the Soviet Union, that resulted in 40 years 
of peace in the area. Now both Israel and Syria are looking to restore this 
historic framework and it would be useful to consider how it was achieved 
at a most diffi  cult time,

Abraham Wagner served in senior national security positions.

Sorting out Syria,                      
militarily and politically

The United States and Russia don’t have adverse interests                          
and should be working together

At the time, Britain 
had not yet fully 
developed into 
a parliamentary 

democracy. Only male 
property owners 

could vote — about 
12 percent of the 

population, and the 
king still retained 

some power. 
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Ours is the era of the Twit-
ter celebrity. Gun control 
activist David Hogg, Rep. 

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, and 
of course President Trump owe 
their celebrity to Twitter, giving 
most of them (the president ex-
cepted) celebrity and fame just 
for being famous. None would 
have ascended to such fame but 
for the social networking plat-
form. Twitter is said to be losing 
money — gobs of it, in fact — 
but it’s a kingmaker. Or at least 
a prince-and princess-maker.

At merely 29 years old, Rep. 
Ocasio-Cortez is solely a prod-
uct of Twitter. The Bronx bar-
maid used her social media 
presence to get herself elected 
to Congress, coming out of no-
where to knock off  a powerful 
incumbent, and she is using her 
fame to promote herself and an 
agenda so far to the left that it 
risks falling into an abyss.

She has an undeniable knack 
for online repartee. She even 
taught a class of incoming House 
Democrats how to tweet eff ec-
tively. But to be quick on the 
Twitter fi nger does not neces-
sarily reveal wisdom or knowl-
edge. That Miss Ocasio-Cortez 
has become such a celebrity and 
rock star among her fellow par-
tisans, solely on the basis of her 
online presence, says a lot about 
the depth of the culture, which 
can be measured in millimeters.

Miss Ocasio-Cortez mused 
the other day about the “three 
chambers of government: the 
presidency, the Senate, and the 
House.”

She later tweeted that “$21 
TRILLION of Pentagon fi nan-
cial transactions ‘could not 
be traced, documented, or ex-
plained.’ $21T in Pentagon ac-
counting errors. Medicare for 
All costs ~$32T. That means 
66% of Medicare for All could 
have been funded already by the 
Pentagon. And that’s before our 
premiums.”

In the entire history of the 
United States, the Defense De-
partment has not been allocated 
$21 trillion. Some people are 
unable to deal with arithmetic 
(a trait sometimes ascribed to 
genetics), but someone should 
tell her that a trillion is a lot of 
zeroes. She seems to celebrate 

her ignorance, as if it’s a good 
thing. In an interview with “60 
Minutes,” she mused that “if 
people want to really blow up 
one fi gure here or one word 
there, I would argue that they’re 
missing the forest through the 
trees. I think that there’s a lot of 
people more concerned about 
being precisely, factually, and 
semantically correct than about 
being morally right.”

No doubt, but a freshperson 
congressperson ought not to 
do that.

Rep. Ocasio-Cortez’s pro-
posed political program is sim-
ilarly unimpressive. A proud 
socialist, she backs confi scatory 
tax rates reaching 70 percent 
(and perhaps more than that). 
She’s for Medicare for All, which 
no economist takes seriously 
when Medicare is bleeding the 
federal ledger dry. She wants to 
abolish Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement, the branch 
of the Homeland Security De-
partment charged with enforc-
ing immigration law. Her “green 
New Deal” is predicated on the 
notion that Americans will eas-
ily and swiftly give up their cars 
and trucks that run on gasoline.

Certain conservatives have 
played their part in elevating 
Miss Ocasio-Cortez. Relentless 
commentary on the right, such 
as this, elevates an otherwise 
obscure backbencher and gives 
credence to her goofy ideas. But 
what’s a good citizen to do if he 
sees a train bearing down on a 
washed-out bridge that is about 
to plunge into the river?

In 1936, President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt “welcomed 
the hatred [of] the old enemies 
of peace: business and fi nancial 
monopoly, speculation, reck-
less banking, class antagonism, 
sectionalism, war profi teering.” 
Rep. Ocasio-Cortez has not been 
so articulate but it’s obvious she 
too welcomes the disdain of the 
right. She thrives on it. Denying 
the lady the attention she craves 
might have a salutary eff ect on 
the nation’s politics and culture, 
but taking comfort in the wish 
that she will go away is fool-
ish. The conservatives clearly 
have a tutelage project at hand. 
Miss Ocasio-Cortez needs an 
education.

Dealing with expensive ignorance
A little learning would improve certain new members of Congress

Is House Speaker Nancy Pelosi now 
in charge of our country (“Shutdown 
goes on as Trump off er doesn’t budge 
Democrats,” Web, Jan. 21)? Is she in 
charge of our government? Can she 
keep other members of Congress from 
trying to compromise? Can she alone 
shut down all negotiations? Finally, 
what are other members of Congress 
doing for the American people?

Another caravan from Honduras 
is coming — more than 2,000 people 
and growing. Customs and Border 
Protection Commissioner Kevin 
McAleenan, Secretary of Homeland 
Security Kirstjen Nielsen and other 
border professionals want barriers 
for parts of the border. Do Mrs. 
Pelosi and other Democrats want 
thousands of illegal immigrants to 

continue to fl ood over our border? 
Many are drug smugglers, human 
traffickers and dangerous gang 
members. They are costing America 
billions of dollars in government 
welfare that needs to go to our own 
poor citizens.

PAT ELLIS
Greenwood, Miss.

Who’s in charge here?

The new Marxist arrivals elected 
to the House of Representatives in 
2018 are interpreting the elections 
as an endorsement of their social-
ist policies. They have dropped all 
pretenses. There are no “liberals” or 
“progressives,” just proud Marxist-
Leninists driven by ideology. The 
driving force of the Democratic 
Party is economic inequality, the 
argument socialists have invoked 
since the birth of capitalism.

There are increasing numbers of 
illegal aliens and citizens who are 

uninformed and misinformed who 
look at themselves as underpaid, 
underappreciated, unfortunate vic-
tims of capitalism. They are over-
whelmed with jealousy that there are 
people who are everything they are 
not. They are members of the Demo-
cratic Party that supports wealth 
distribution, voting rights and free 
health care for illegals, open borders, 
“sanctuary cities” and almost total 
inversion of traditional American 
values. The granting of a plethora 
of rights is an imposition on those 

who must provide them. Who will 
produce and pay, since these rights 
do not grow in nature?

The ash heap of history and cem-
eteries are replete with the remains 
of failed socialist utopias. The great 
historical irony is that unlike the 
Russian people who fought the Bol-
sheviks and lost 15 million lives, 
Americans keep voting themselves 
into socialism.

ED KONECNIK
Flushing, N.Y.

‘Freebies’ don’t grow on trees

THE SECRET PIGEON SERVICE: 
THE UNTOLD STORY OF WORLD 
WAR II RESISTANCE IN EUROPE
By Gordon Corera 
William Morrow, $28.99,   334 pages 

By Joseph C. Goulden

A 
chronic problem for spies 
operating in enemy territory is 
transmitting their fi ndings to 
their home base. The problem 

was especially acute in World War II 
Europe, where German signal-detection 
technology, based on triangulation skills, 
took a deadly toll on agents.

The British spy services delved into 
history for their solution: The use of carrier 
pigeons to speed information from agent to 
headquarters. The story is told in a splen-
didly readable account by Gordon Corera, 
veteran national security correspondent for 
the BBC.

For reasons mysterious to us Yanks, the 
harboring of vast fl ocks of carrier pigeons 
is a national pastime for uncountable Brits, 
whose fl ocks number into the 
hundreds.

During the fi rst months 
of  the war, Britain’s chief 
intelligence arm, MI6, franti-
cally sought information of 
whether — or when — Ger-
man forces would sweep 
out of Europe and invade. 
Spymasters delved into antiq-
uity for the answer. Noah had 
pigeons on his famed ark to 
send reports on fl ood waters; 
Julius Caesar used birds 
during his conquest of Gaul. Pigeons were 
widely used in World War I. Why not give 
birds a try?

Britain had two societies of pigeon fanci-
ers that happily supplied the needed birds. 
For reasons that baffl  e botanists, homing 
pigeons have the knack of fl ying back to 
their home roosts, whatever the distance.

But could they manage the 100+ miles 
from Europe back to England? Test fl ights 
were successful.

Thus the procedure. Six birds were 
gently packed into a crate that was tied to a 
three-and-a-half-foot parachute. Attached to 
each crate was an envelope with a ques-
tionnaire about German installations (and, 
thoughtfully, a pencil and half-a-pound of 
pigeon food, to be doled out a cup daily). 
Return messages were inserted into a small 
cylinder attached to each bird’s leg.

Thus was hatched Operation Columba 
(“columba” being the Latin scientifi c 
term for pigeon), which despite occa-
sional glitches proved valuable for British 
intelligence.

The immediate concern was a possible 
cross-channel invasion. So the fi rst queries 
dealt with concentrations of German 
troops and equipment depots in Belgium 
that could be targeted for bombing.

Two days after the initial drop in April 
1940, the fi rst pigeon returned to its roost in 

Kent with exactly the information sought: 
The location of a munitions dump, a report 
on a German artillery movement and a note 
that enemy morale “is not too good.”

The swift return, followed by many 
others, answered a key question: Would 
persons in occupied areas risk their lives 
to answer the pigeon-borne queries? The 
response was overwhelming: Many citizens 
of both Belgium and France were disgusted 
with their leaders’ swift capitulation to the 
Germans, and wished to demonstrate their 
personal bravery.

In many instances, the pigeon messages 
were dispatched by a single individual — 
for instance, a farmer who found a para-
chute while making his morning rounds 
and scrawled what he knew before tossing 
the bird into the air.

There were notable examples of how 
Operation Columba inspired the formation 
of ad hoc resistance groups. Mr. Corera 
tells of a farmer who found a pigeon and 
decided to take it (hidden in a sack of pota-
toes) to a family he knew were patriots.

The three brothers and two sisters of 
the Debaillies family, although 
they hated the Germans, were 
divided. Two men felt the 
“risk was too great.” But they 
decided to contact a priest, 
Father Joseph Raskin, who 
had worked underground 
against the Germans in World 
War I, (being jailed twice) 
and was ready to resist again.

Raskin and friends went to 
work surveying German mili-
tary activities in their area. A 
key item of information was 

that coastal defenses were being strength-
ened — a signal to British intelligence that 
the Germans were now preparing to defend 
against an invasion, rather than launch one 
of their own.

Raskin used a magnifying glass to en-
sure he crammed as much detail as possible 
onto two thin sheets of rice paper. His prod-
uct is reproduced in the book. Once can 
only speculate the excitement with which 
intel analysts pored over the pages.

One page bore a symbol, a circle with a 
curley L sitting on a V, with “Our Shield!” 
scrawled alongside, a signal to watch for 
subsequent messages. The cell took the 
name “Leopold Vindictive” and send back 
uncountable messages.

The Germans, unsurprisingly, found 
enough pigeons to deduce what was 
going on and launched counter-measures: 
Falcons, a pigeon’s worst enemy. They also 
scattered their own pigeons, hoping to 
entrap resistance fi ghters.

Nonetheless, Operation Columba 
continued through D-Day and beyond, with 
pigeon-borne serving as messengers. There 
was a deadly price, of course: Of the 16,000 
pigeons sent out, only 1 of 10 made it back 
alive. Perhaps a memorial statue is in order?

Joseph C. Goulden writes frequently on 
intelligence and military matters.

When pigeons pitched     
in for the cause
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By Rupert Darwall and          
Myron Ebell

T
he unexpected 
departure of Dr. 
Jim Yong Kim 
as president of 
the World Bank 
gives Presi-
dent Donald J. 

Trump the perfect opportunity 
to reverse the anti-fossil fuel, 
energy poverty agenda the bank 
has pursued since Dr. Kim’s ap-
pointment by President Barack 
Obama in 2012.

The World Bank is the world’s 
premier development bank. Its 
knowledge of developing coun-
tries means that its participation is 
often essential to leverage private 
sector investment into some of the 
world’s poorest countries.

Rather than development, Dr. 
Kim saw the bank’s principal job 
as waging President Obama’s war 
on coal across the developing 
world. One of his fi rst acts was 
instituting a ban on World Bank 
participation in any funding of 
new electrical generation projects 
using coal, other than in the most 
exceptional circumstances.

The United States is the 
bank’s largest funder, but Dr. Kim 
behaved as if Hillary Clinton had 
won Barack Obama’s third term 
in the 2016 presidential election. 
In no area was the policy rupture 

between the two administrations 
sharper than on energy, where 
Mr. Obama’s war on coal has been 
replaced by the Trump admin-
istration’s doctrine of American 
energy dominance.

Yet Dr. Kim decided to defy 

his host government and largest 
funder. At the December 2017 
climate summit, France’s Presi-
dent Macron threw to celebrate 
the second anniversary of the 
Paris Agreement, Dr. Kim an-
nounced that the World Bank 

was extending its fi nancing ban 
to upstream oil and gas. To cap it 
all, in October 2017 Dr. Kim said 
the bank would be withdrawing 
its support for its sole remaining 
coal project, a badly needed clean 
coal plant in Kosovo, a struggling 
country in the Balkans. 

It’s not only that Dr. Kim 
misread the politics. On the 
fundamentals of what is good 
for developing countries’ 
economic development and 
human welfare, the Trump 
administration is right and Dr. 
Kim wrong. The centralized 
electrical grid is the single 
most benefi cial innovation of 
the 20th century. In developed 
countries, it is what separates 
the 20th century from the 19th 
century.

It’s hardly surprising that 
FDR’s rural electrifi cation pro-
gram in the 1930s was one of the 
most popular and lasting parts 
of the New Deal. Rural farmers 
and small towns wanted all the 
benefi ts that only reliable, grid-
connected electricity can provide 
and that city and suburban dwell-
ers were already enjoying.

A study out this month by the 
London-based Global Warming 
Policy Foundation shows why. In 
the 1920s and 1930s, small-scale 
generation and local distribution 
grids were increasingly replaced 
by much larger coal-fi red power 

stations connected by a national 
grid. In those two decades, elec-
tricity prices more than halved, 
something that hasn’t happened 
again.

This is the energy transition 
developing countries want and 
need, but is being denied them 
by First World environmental-
ists. Because Dr. Kim was out of 
his depth at the World Bank, he 
allowed the bank to be captured 
by climate activists prioritizing 
green ideology over the interests 
of the world’s poor.

Only last month, the World 
Bank announced it would be 
committing $200 billion to 
climate action. “This is about 
putting countries and communi-
ties in charge of building a safer, 
more climate-resilient future,” Dr. 
Kim declared. That’s not going 
to make energy cheaper or more 
accessible or keep the lights on 
and the refrigerator chilled.

Wind and solar power are 
inherently unreliable and are 
not a substitute for a proper grid 
and thermal power generation. 
Despite Elon Musk’s claims, the 
developed world has not cracked 
the inherent intermittency of 
generating electricity from the 
weather.

For developing countries, the 
economics of wind and solar 
mean that the more renewables 
they have, the more it costs to 

build out a proper grid and invest 
in reliable generation. It is simply 
immoral to expect developing 
countries to solve the intermit-
tency problem that has defi ed 
solution by the best brains in the 
West and infl ict higher energy 
costs on those who can least af-
ford them.

Dr. Kim’s departure opens the 
opportunity to end the World 
Bank’s walk on the dark side. In 
selecting the U.S. candidate to 
succeed him, the Trump admin-
istration will have the support 
of developing nations angry at 
the West’s climate imperialism 
and its attempts to obstruct 
their economic development. 
It will also have the support 
of energy-realist nations such 
as Japan and Australia, while 
China, consuming half the 
world’s coal, can hardly object. 
On energy realism, energy 
access and economic develop-
ment, the goals and interests 
of developing nations and the 
United States are strongly 
aligned.

Rupert Darwall is the author 
of “Green Tyranny: Exposing 
the Totalitarian Roots of the 
Climate Industrial Complex” 
(Encounter, 2017). Myron Ebell 
is director of the Competitive 
Enterprise Institute’s Center for 
Energy and Environment.

By A.J. Rice 

J
ean-Paul Sarte famously quipped that “hell 
is other people.” He clearly never visited 
Hugo-Maduro’s Venezuela — where you 
have to laugh because otherwise, you’ll cry. 

That is, if the government gives you permission 
to laugh. 

In the Chavismo dictatorship of Venezuela mak-
ing fun of Hugo Chavez, the country’s former social-
ist jefe — or his successor, Nicolas Maduro — is not a 
good idea. That is, if you want to continue to make a 
living slinging jokes. Or stay alive. 

In Venezuela comedians have to apply for 
joke permits to perform humor — and if their 
jokes come at the expense of South America’s 
Great Leap Forward, it could be curtains.

Alex Goncalves, a popular stand-up comic, 
told NPR he was chased out of town by an 
angry mob of Mr. Maduro’s Chavistas after a 
show. “We (had) to run to the car and go, like 
criminals,” he said. “These people have no 
sense of humor.” Mr. Goncalves had become a 
joke criminal, a trend we are now starting to see 
in a humorless “woke” United States. 

It’s not unlike the scene on many college 
campuses in America — where a sense of 
humor is becoming as rare as a kegger at the 
Vatican. 

Even Jerry Seinfeld, arguably American’s 
most beloved and non-controversial come-
dian, has become too “off ensive” to risk a 
monologue. But at least Mr. Seinfeld isn’t 
being hounded out of town by angry 
mobs. America’s very own feminist 
Chavistas did show up recently at a 
sold-out show in San Jose, California, to protest Louie 
CK.

Mr. Maduro’s government has also put the kibosh 
on a hugely popular television show, Chataing TV 
the day after a skit mocking corrupt government bu-
reaucrats aired. Mr. Maduro denied he had anything 
to do with the show’s abrupt cancellation. But in an 
Orwellian country like Venezuela, nothing happens 
that isn’t approved by the government, just as nothing 
the government disapproves of is allowed to happen.

These goings-on aren’t much reported here, 
which also isn’t very funny. In fact, it’s tragic.

According to the World Health Organization, 
Venezuela is imploding; more than two-thirds of 
the population is unable to get enough food to meet 
basic daily nutritional needs. WHO says the average 

person in Venezuela lost 24 pounds in 2017 — up 
from 19 pounds the year prior.

The people are literally starving to death in what 
was one of South America’s most prosperous oil-
rich countries — before Hugo-Maduro got their 
hands on it.

One of the purposes of comedy is to transform 
horror into humor. Venezuelan comic Ricardo 
Del Bufalo uses the nightmare all around him to 
extract that last honest emotion from his audi-
ence; laughter. “All the time, it is more diffi  cult to 
do comedy,” Mr. Del Bufalo said after one of his 
Caracas performances. “There is a lot of censor-

ship in radio and just recently 
they arrested two fi refi ghters 
for mocking President Maduro, 
comparing him to a donkey. 
I have begun to worry about 
which joke I can make and 
which one not.” 

WHO also reports that 
diseases which were formerly 
rare -- such a tuberculosis, 
diptheria and malaria -- are 
now at “crisis” levels (more than 400,000 
offi  cially acknowledged cases of malaria 
in 2017 — as opposed to 36,000 in 2009) 
and almost 90 percent of HIV/AIDs pa-
tients have to do without life-saving drugs, 
because they are no longer available or 
simply unaff ordable.

“There are no broad-spectrum 
antibiotics, not even basic antibiotics 

to treat basic pathogens” that affl  ict 
children, says Caterine Martinez 
of the Ready Families organiza-
tion in Venezuela. “We don’t have 

X-Ray machines … We don’t have CAT scanners 
or an MRI scanner .… the municipal blood banks 
don’t have reagents, therefore we have kids who 
are getting blood transfusions and are getting in-
fected with hepatitis C and could even be injected 
with HIV.”

And despite all this, comedians in Venezuela 
continue to assuage the pains of their broken soci-
ety by making it laugh. 

Venezuela has become one of the most 
physically dangerous places in the world, with a 
murder rate 15 times the global average. There 
were 26,000 homicides last year — and that’s just 
the offi  cial count, which for obvious reasons is 
probably much less than the actual count.

The police are either not around, or not in-
terested — because they’re not being paid — or 
actively part of the criminal element them-
selves. The country has become a nightmarish 
free-for-all, the end result of Hugo-Maduro’s 
promising free everything for everyone. 

Desperate women — including teenage 
girls — are resorting to selling their 
breast milk and hair (as well as their 
bodies) just to survive. Electric-
ity is intermittent; there is no work 
— and little prospect of any help 
as the Maduro government denies 
anything’s wrong and if it is, it’s all 
America’s fault.

Millions of people are fl eeing 
Venezuela — heading for neighboring 
Colombia and other places where there 

is at least food, running water and basic medical 
care — and where they don’t have to get the gov-
ernment’s permission before cracking a joke.

If more Americans knew about the tragedy 
unfolding in Venezuela, they might not feel 
so enchanted by the rhetoric of Sen. Bernie 
Sanders of Vermont. Maybe not be so excited 
about the plans of Alexandra Ocasio-Cortez, 
the newly minted socialist representative from 
New York’s 14th Congressional District. Maybe 
it’s time for some American comedians to 
examine what our very own Chavistas want to 
foist upon society

Are comedians the fi nal bulwark of liberty, 
the fi nal philosophers before authoritarianism 
takes over? Many have remarked that the more 
pain you go through on stage the better your 
act will get. Hopefully the talented stand-ups in 
Venezuela will be able to get one last killer joke 
in before they are shipped off  to the Gulag. 

A.J. Rice is the CEO of Publius Public Relations.

Searching for 
comedy in the 
Marxist world

How comedians in Venezuela 
try to stay ahead of the 

horrors, and not get arrested

By Cal Th omas

House Speaker Nancy Pe-
losi has given President 
Trump an opportunity 
to change the dynamic 

of the State of the Union ad-
dress, an event that has become 
predictable and often boring. It 
has featured members of Con-
gress popping up and down like 
whack-a-moles, interrupting the 
president with applause if they 
agree with him, or stone silence 
if they don’t.

Mrs. Pelosi claims that 
because of the partial govern-
ment shutdown, the security 
of the U.S. Capitol cannot be 
guaranteed. The Department of 
Homeland Security debunked 
her claim, saying that the Secret 
Service and Capitol Police will 
perform their duties whether 
or not they are receiving 
paychecks.

Mr. Trump might consider 
reverting to the pattern of 
previous presidents, sending his 
address to Congress in writ-
ing. Then he might deliver the 
speech from the Oval Offi  ce, or 
at one of his rallies instead of in 
the Capitol Building. Democrats 
wouldn’t be able to instantly 
respond on television, as they 

did following the president’s 
border wall speech, and even 
if they did, they would likely 
look as small as Mrs. Pelosi and 
Senate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer, New York Democrat, 
did then.

The truth is that the 
economic state of the union 
is good. According to Labor 
Department data, more people 
than ever are working and un-
employment fi gures, especially 
in the African-American and 
Hispanic communities, are at 
record or near-record lows. The 
stock market, after a recent de-
cline, has rebounded, for which 
retirees are no doubt grateful.

Unfortunately, the political 
state of the country is anything 
but unifi ed; not even close. For 
decades the media and their 
Democrat allies have blamed 
Republicans for dividing the 
country when they stand on 
their principles, only praising 
members of the GOP when they 
submit to Democratic demands.

The U.S. Constitution 

requires a president to deliver 
an annual assessment of the 
state of the union. George 
Washington delivered the 
fi rst one before Congress on 
Jan. 8, 1790, in New York City, 
which was the new nation’s 

provisional capital. In 1801, 
Thomas Jeff erson, believing 
an in-person address would 
have made him look like a king 
appearing before his subjects, 
set the precedent of writing his 
State of the Union address and 

having it delivered to Congress 
by a clerk.

Woodrow Wilson re-estab-
lished the practice of an in-
person speech, but the practice 
was not consistent even during 
the latter part of the 20th cen-
tury. Jimmy Carter delivered a 
written report in January 1981, 
shortly before Ronald Reagan 
was inaugurated. Every presi-
dent since has delivered a State 
of the Union address before 
Congress with Ronald Reagan 
adding a twist, the recognition 
of balcony guests he and his 
successors wished to honor.

When radio and especially 
television off ered an opportu-
nity for presidents to be heard 
and later seen, most have deliv-
ered their remarks in person. 
The House of Representatives 
off ers an impressive backdrop, 
but shots of some members of 
Congress smirking, texting and 
otherwise not paying much at-
tention, do not demonstrate the 
respect the speech deserves.

Most people who pay 

attention to the childish and 
partisan behavior that charac-
terizes Washington these days 
can do their own assessment 
of the state of the union. If they 
have jobs and are prospering, 
they probably think it is pretty 
good — the pettiness in Wash-
ington notwithstanding.

Should President Trump 
decide to do an alternative 
report, either in writing, or 
from the White House, or even 
a retro address on radio, he 
is likely to get more atten-
tion than he would receive 
from delivering it in person. 
He could also go ahead with 
a speech in the House of 
Representatives and by doing 
so challenge Democrats and 
Mrs. Pelosi’s claims of insuf-
fi cient security. Maybe Mrs. 
Pelosi and Mr. Schumer would 
boycott the speech; it would 
certainly appeal to their liberal 
base. It would also demon-
strate who the real culprits are 
when it comes to the country’s 
disunity.

Cal Thomas is a nationally 
syndicated columnist. His latest 
book is “What Works: Common 
Sense Solutions for a Stronger 
America” (Zondervan, 2014).

Trump’s State of the Union options
How the president can change the dynamic of the speech

Goodbye to a misguided war on coal
A World Bank offi cial’s exit makes possible a reversal of an anti-fossil fuel agenda
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Are comedians 
the fi nal bulwark 

of liberty, the 
fi nal philosophers 

before 
authoritarianism 

takes over? 
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necessary for civil society. 
The two greatest British politi-

cal/economic thinkers of the 18th 
century, Edmund Burke (who 
had been born in Ireland) 
and Adam Smith (a Scots-
man), were both opposed to 
the British attempt to subdue 
the Americans through war. 
They argued it would be 
better to allow the colonies a 
much greater degree of self-
rule, including the right to 
determine their own tax and 
spending policies. Both Smith 
and Burke were ardent free 
traders and had the vision of 
largely politically independent 
but economically intertwined 
— through free trade and 
investment — jurisdictions op-
erating for the common good 
through the invisible hand. 

Unfortunately, the British 
establishment learned little 
from the American debacle 
or the foresight of Burke and 
Smith, as they built the British 
Empire. As with America, the 
failure to devolve suffi  cient 
power and authority to the 

new colonies caused the same 
resentments that fueled the 
American Revolution. By 
the time the British came to 
recognize the fatal fl aw of the 
empire model and created the 
“British Commonwealth,” it 
was too late. 

The European Union (EU) 

began to take shape, and 
Britain was left alone with 
remnants of its empire and 
a largely impotent “com-
monwealth” so it reluctantly 
signed on to the EU as a 
latecomer. It was not a match 
made in heaven and almost 
destined to fail. 

The way out is to create 
the British Commonwealth 
in the way that it should have 
been done in the fi rst place 
(and recognizable by Burke 
and Smith), but this time 
under American leadership. 
It would be a growing group 
of politically independent 

democracies with strong pro-
tections for property rights, 
the rule of law, and civil 
liberties — and with free trade 
and free movement of capital 
among them.  

Pieces of this pie are 
already in place as the United 
States has concluded partial 
free-trade agreements with 
about 20 countries, including 
Canada, Mexico, Chile, Aus-
tralia, Singapore, South Korea, 
Peru, Panama, etc. Recently, 
other countries, like Switzer-
land, have also indicated that 
they would like a liberalized 
trade agreement with the 
United States. The United 
States should press ahead with 
these opportunities with the 
goal a building a global free-
trade block. 

The United States bailed out 
the U.K. in World War I and again 
in World War II. The Trump 
administration should again ex-
tend a lifeline to the British in the 
form of a wide-ranging free-trade 
agreement, which would give the 
U.K. wider access to the world’s 
largest market — which they will 
need as they lose some of the 
European market.  

U.S. exports to the UK were 

$123.0 billion and imports were 
$108.9 billion in 2017, providing 
the United States with a small 
and unimportant goods and 
services surplus of $14.2 billion. 
On average, tariff  rates between 
the United States and the U.K. 
are in the 2 percent range, but 
with wide variation in product 
categories.  

The U.K. has a per capita 
income of about two-thirds of 
that in the United States. Free 
trade, by extending the size of the 
market and enabling the potential 
of comparative advantage, will 
give a boost to economic growth 
and opportunity both in the U.K. 
and United States. The EU is sup-
posed to be a free-trade area, but 
many of the advantages of free 
trade have been dampened by 
excessive and destructive regula-
tion, and subsidies — from which 
the Brits can now escape. 

The Stamp Act of 1765 was 
a great mistake. Joining the EU 
was another mistake. Joining the 
United States in a free-trade pact 
will be no mistake. 

Richard W. Rahn is chairman 
of the Institute for Global Eco-
nomic Growth and Improbable 
Success Productions.
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By Ed Feulner

O
ur country has changed in 
many dramatic ways since 
it was founded almost 250 
years ago. But some things 

never change.
An innate love of freedom is 

perhaps our most obvious character-
istic, but another is our can-do spirit. 
Americans, by and large, don’t sit back 
and bemoan problems. We look for 
ways to fi x them.

Alexis de Tocqueville, the French 
author of “Democracy in America,” 
noticed this trait fi rst-hand during his 
extensive travels in the United States dur-
ing the 1830s. 

“In the United States, as soon as 
several inhabitants have taken an opinion 
or an idea they wish to promote in soci-
ety, they seek each other out and unite 
together once they have made contact,” 
he wrote. “From that moment, they are 
no longer isolated but 
have become a power 
seen from afar whose 
activities serve as an 
example and whose 
words are heeded.”

It was true then, 
and it’s true now. 
Americans will 
volunteer their time, 
and of course they 
donate to groups who 
engage in charitable 
work both here and 
abroad. 

One of the most 
impressive, I’ve found, 
is Spirit of America. 
Founded by entrepre-
neur Jim Hake, Spirit 
of America (SoA) 
has been described 
by Gen. Stanley A. 
McChrystal, the 
former commander 
of U.S. forces in 
Afghanistan, as a “philanthropic rapid 
response team.” 

Its mission is simple: Find out what 
our troops and diplomats say they need 
to assist in building bridges to local 
populations, and then supply it. 

And not just in the most obvious 
areas. SoA’s work is truly global.

Sure, it operates in countries that 
often dominate the news cycle, such as 
Syria. A few years ago, Spirit of America 
supplied indepen-
dent media there 
with solar-pow-
ered radios ($25 
each), and activist 
Raed Fares and 
Radio Fresh with 
warning sirens 
($700 each) so 
that innocent 
civilians could be 
warned of attacks 
by the Assad 
regime and by extremists.

But Spirit of America is also in 
Mongolia, which few Americans ever 
think about. Mongolia was part of China 
for more than 200 years, but it has been 
independent since 1992. After the fall of 
the Soviet Union, it established diplo-
matic ties with the United States. 

To reinforce this bilateral relationship, 
the U.S. government supports Mongolian 
education initiatives and border security. 

But it can’t do everything. So when U.S. 
offi  cials sought to support early child-
hood education in Mongolia’s Far West, 
they turned to Spirit of America.

The group is now working to supply 
two specifi c needs: security wands for 
the Mongolian General Authority for 
Border Protection to counter transna-
tional crime and the transportation of 
illicit goods in and out of Mongolia, and 
computers at three separate kindergar-
tens to maintain accurate records of 
students’ information.

You can fi nd many other examples 
of SoA lending a hand in other regions 
around the world. It has purchased 
English-written books for poor and 
disadvantaged schools in Vietnam. 
It has supplied cookware to Filipino 
youths. It has improved health care in 
the eastern European country of Georgia 
for critically wounded veterans of the 
campaigns in Iraq and Afghanistan.

It’s so quintessentially American. We 

don’t wait on government. We know 
even the most well-intentioned public 
program can’t do everything. There will 
always be people who fall through the 
cracks.

So we roll up our sleeves, just as 
Jim Hake did, and fi nd a way to help. 
That may mean creating an initiative of 
our own, or it may mean donating our 
money and time to a group such as SoA 
(spiritofamerica.org).

That wouldn’t 
surprise de Toc-
queville. “I have 
seen Americans 
making great and 
sincere sacrifi ces 
for the key com-
mon good and a 
hundred times 
I have noticed 
that, when needs 
be, they almost 
always gave each 

other faithful support,” he wrote.
The news cycle is constantly crowded 

with negative stories. But let’s not forget 
that good and decent Americans are 
still out there, fulfi lling the true “spirit of 
America” everyday with their generos-
ity. We should always strive to be among 
them.

Ed Feulner is founder of The Heritage 
Foundation (heritage.org).

Fulfi lling the true        
‘Spirit of America’

‘I have seen Americans making great and            
sincere sacrifi ces for the key common good’

By Richard Berman 

N
ew York City 
Mayor Bill de 
Blasio an-
nounced earlier 
this month 
that he plans 
to provide 
government-

funded health care to an estimated 
600,000 uninsured New 
Yorkers. Unsurprisingly 
for a mayor who’s known 
to prioritize ideology over 
reality, he’s once again 
jumped the gun on a fairy 
tale policy without under-
standing the costs — or the 
consequences. 

Once fully implemented, 
Mr. de Blasio believes his 
plan known as “NYC Care” 
will cost $100 million a 
year. However, it’s unclear 
where this number comes 
from. Health insurance in 
New York City is estimated 
to cost around $5,000 per 
person. In reality, the aver-
age New Yorker uses about 
$6,000 of health care each 
year. It doesn’t take more 
than grade school arithme-
tic to see that Mr. de Blasio’s 
proposal, which allocates 
less than $200 per each uninsured New 
Yorker, doesn’t work.  

Beyond barely making a dent in per-
capita health costs, this system would 
put an increased strain on NYC’s already 
struggling public hospitals. Just last year, 

these hospitals were forced to carry out 
major staff  cuts in an attempt make up 
for a defi cit of over $1 billion. As for the 
remaining hospital employees, under 
NYC Care they’ll be expected to serve an 
additional 600,000 patients.

Basic economics tells us that more 
patients being treated by fewer doctors 
(who are retiring in alarming numbers) 
and nurses will result in an increased de-
mand for more hospital staff . However, 

money for additional hires 
doesn’t seem to be baked 
into Mr. de Blasio’s pro-
posed budget. More likely, 
these hospitals will face 
staff  shortages, especially 
as more key staff  choose 
to work at one of NYC’s 
several private hospitals 
— where they can expect 
not only reasonable patient 
loads but also a raise of 
about $20,000 per year (a 
nurse at a NYC public hos-
pital makes around $78,000 
a year).

While Mr. de Blasio 
focuses on crafting an 
unsustainable health care 
plan for NYC, several 
other politicians hope 
to implement a similar 
government-run system 
nationwide. Presidential 
hopefuls, including Eliza-

beth Warren, Massachusetts Democrat, 
and New York’s own Kirsten Gillibrand, 
New York Democrat, have thrown their 
hats in the ring for a 2020 presidential 
nomination. Support for socialized 
medicine or so-called “Medicare for All” 

is certain to take center stage in their 
platforms.  

Fortunately, voters don’t need to wait 
for NYC Care to crash before making 
a decision on the future of socialized 
medicine. Both the United Kingdom and 
Canada serve as examples of how a gov-
ernment takeover of health care means 
less access and worse quality of care for 
America.

In England, socialized medicine has 
resulted in an extreme nurse and doctor 
shortage. As recently as last summer, 
the U.K.’s National Health System 
(NHS) was short 41,722 nurses and 
11,576 doctors. When fl u season hit last 
winter, hospital hallways turned into 
waiting rooms as a result of overcrowd-
ing and lack of medical staff . More than 
80,000 patients waited on gurneys for 
hours before being seen by a doctor. 
The outlook for this year isn’t much 
better. 

Similarly, Canada has created a 
system where patients do not have to 
pay for care (these costs translate into 
higher taxes) but they are expected to 
wait months before accessing a doctor. 
On average, last year patients in Canada 
waited fi ve months between seeing an 
authorizing doctor to receiving treat-
ment. Last year, more than 1 million 
Canadians were on a waiting list for a 
medical procedure.

Mayor de Blasio asserts that social-
ized medicine is “the kind of thing 
Democrats should stand for.” No one 
should stand for that.  

Richard Berman is the president of Ber-
man and Co., a public relations fi rm in 
Washington, D.C.

It has purchased English-written 
books for poor and disadvantaged 
schools in Vietnam. It has supplied 

cookware to Filipino youths. It 
has improved health care in the 

eastern European country of 
Georgia for critically wounded 

veterans of the campaigns 
in Iraq and Afghanistan.

In England, 
socialized medicine 
has resulted in an 
extreme nurse and 
doctor shortage. 

As recently as last 
summer, the U.K.’s 
National Health 

System (NHS) was 
short 41,722 nurses 
and 11,576 doctors. 

When fl u season 
hit last winter, 

hospital hallways 
turned into waiting 
rooms as a result 
of overcrowding 

and lack of 
medical staff .

Prioritizing ideology over reality
New York City leads the way down on health care
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By Billie Truitt, Edited by Stanley Newman
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was aggressive, driving to the rim and 
fi nding open teammates. Otto Porter came 
off  the bench and launched four shots in 
fi ve minutes. Washington’s defense, too, 
was eff ective — allowing just 17 points in 
the fi rst quarter.

By halftime, the Pistons had shot 30 
percent, including 13 percent from deep, 
and the Wizards led 50-34.

Detroit was limited off ensively, out-
side of star Blake Griffi  n (29 points). 
The Pistons were without center Andre 
Drummond and in general, are a team 
that struggles on the off ensive end. De-
troit ranks just 23rd in off ense, scoring 
105.9 points per 100 possessions.

“It was just eff ort. It’s just a matter 
of being locked in, locking into the 
game plan,” said Beal, who addressed 
the crowd pre-game for Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day  “We let Blake get a little 
comfortable, but for the most part we 
did a good job of taking all their actions 

away and making it diffi  cult for them.”
Forward Jeff  Green noted their de-

fense led to more opportunities in transi-
tion. Washington had 25 fast break points 
and the Pistons had 17 turnovers. 

That helped, given Beal had a quiet 
day off ensively. He scored with only 16 
points on 4-of-12 shooting. With Beal 
held in check, his teammates had to 
respond — and they did. 

Seven players, including Beal, fi nished 
in double fi gures. Forward Trevor Ariza 
led the Wizards with 20 points.

The win tied with the Wizards with 
the Pistons in the standings and the two 
teams have one more game to play in the 
season series. They meet again on Feb. 
11 in Detroit. 

That tiebreaker could turn out to be 
pivotal — and Beal knows it.

“It’s huge,” Beal said of tying the series. 
“I was thinking about it coming into to-
night. … We’re right here. ... We’re not happy 
where we’re at, we’re not complacent. So 
we’ve just got to continue to move forward.

“But having a tie right now and coming 
down to the last game is going to be huge.”

WIZARDS
From page B12

NFL

Sportsbook refunds Saints bets 
aft er offi  cials’ uncalled penalty 

ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. | A sportsbook 
operating in New Jersey is refunding 

gamblers’ bets on 
the New Orleans 
Saints due to the 
widespread belief 
that the team was 
victimized by a 
blown call by ref-

erees during Sunday’s loss in the NFC 
championship game.

PointsBet says it will refund point 
spread and money-line bets on the Saints, 
who lost the game after offi  cials failed 
to call a penalty on a Los Angeles Rams 
defender who hit a Saints receiver long 
before the ball arrived.

PointsBet did not say how much the 
refunds will cost the company.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

No. 13 Maryland makes biggest
jump in weekly top 25 poll 

Maryland (16-3, 7-1 Big Ten before 
Monday night’s game) came in at No. 13 
in the new Associated Press poll released 
Monday, up six spots from last week.

Maryland, which lost later on Monday 
night to No. 6 Michigan State, has not 
been ranked this high since earning the 
No. 10 ranking in late February of 2016.

NBA

Rockets send former 
All-Star Anthony to Bulls

A person with knowledge of the 
situation says the Houston Rockets are 
trading Carmelo Anthony and an undis-
closed amount of cash to the Chicago 
Bulls, in a deal that is expected to be 
completed Tuesday.

Anthony will not wind up playing for 
the Bulls, said the person who spoke to 
The Associated Press on condition of 
anonymity because nothing can be fi nal-
ized until the league offi  ce approves the 
deal. League offi  ces were closed Monday 
for the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. holiday.

Anthony averaged 13.4 points in 10 
games with the Rockets. He has not 
played since Nov. 8, and will either be 
traded by the Feb. 7 deadline or ulti-
mately waived by the Bulls.

TELEVISION

NFL conference title game’s 
ratings up sharply over 2018

Sunday night’s game between the 
New England Patriots and Kansas City 
Chiefs was the second-most watched 
AFC championship game since 2011.

The overtime thriller on CBS aver-
aged 53.919 million viewers, just shy of 
the 54.850 million that saw Pittsburgh’s 
victory over the New York Jets in 2011. 

The ratings were up 22 percent over 
last year’s game between the Jacksonville 
Jaguars and the Patriots.

The NFC game between the Los An-
geles Rams and New Orleans Saints had 
a 24.6 rating, up 14 percent over last year.
From wire dispatches and staff  reports.
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The Washington Capitals are on their 
fi rst fi ve-game losing streak since Octo-
ber and November of 2014.

Let that sink in — four years went by 
without Washington losing fi ve straight 
games in a league full of parity and a 
schedule 82 games long.

The Capitals held a players-only 
meeting after losing 8-5 to the Chicago 
Blackhawks on Sunday. This was fol-
lowed Monday by a lengthy meeting 
with the coaches before players took the 
ice for practice.

Tom Wilson put to bed any visions 
of Alex Ovechkin, Nicklas Backstrom 
or other veterans shouting at teammates 
hanging their heads in front of their 
lockers.

“This group isn’t guys yelling. We’re 
close,” Wilson said. “We know how we 
need to play. We just needed to address 
it. We needed to talk it out a little bit, get 
on the same page, and then the same sort 
of thing today with the coaching staff  
and the players.”

During the fi rst four games of the 
losing streak, the Capitals totaled four 
goals, only one of which came in 5-on-5 
action. They rediscovered their ability to 
score Sunday — ironically, all fi ve of their 
goals against the Blackhawks were tallied 
by defensemen and none by forwards.

But neither Braden Holtby nor Pheo-
nix Copley could keep Chicago pucks out 
of the net as the Blackhawks, last place in 
their division, rang up eight goals on the 
defending Stanley Cup champs.

After surrendering the Metropolitan 
Division lead to the Barry Trotz-coached 
New York Islanders in their loss last 

Friday, the Capitals now trail New York 
by three points in the standings. It’s 
without a doubt the most adversity 
Washington has faced this season.

“The main thing is we gotta remem-
ber and be honest with ourselves, over 
the last two years ago, is things haven’t 
been easy,” Holtby said. “I think that’s 

something that can be lost in the fact of 
winning is things weren’t easy last year. 
We had to grind our way through to get 
where we were. That’s gonna be what we 
have to do this year.”

Coach Todd Reirden said it’s been 
a combination of physical and mental 
errors, bad mistakes that Reirden said 
teams can “get away with” while on a 
winning streak and address later.

“Sometimes as a player in that situa-
tion, you’re like, ‘Yeah, well we’re 16-3 in 
the last 19!’” Reirden said, referencing 
the Capitals’ record during their best six-
week stretch of the season in November 
and December. “Sometimes you have to 
go through some tough situations and 
learn some lessons (in) diffi  cult ways to 
really grow your group.”

Strategically, Reirden shook up his 
lineup after the loss to the Islanders and, 
perhaps most notably, moved Evgeny 
Kuznetsov down to the third line in favor 
of Lars Eller. Kuznetsov’s production 
dipped after a hot start to the season, 
and he has accounted for only four points 
this month.

Reirden also shuffl  ed his top four 
defensemen before the Chicago game, 
pairing Dmitry Orlov with John Carlson 
and Michal Kempny with Niskanen. The 
lines and pairings at Monday’s practice 
stayed the same, so Washington may 
stick with them for now.

Predicting Washington’s next win is 

not an easy task. The next six opponents 
on the schedule would all make the play-
off s if the season ended Monday. The 
Capitals have a back-to-back the next 
two days, hosting the San Jose Sharks 
Tuesday and traveling to play the Toronto 
Maple Leafs after that.

Then it’s time for the All-Star break 
and Washington’s bye week, which each 
NHL team gets once during the season. 
The Capitals won’t play for eight days, 
but according to league rules, they also 
can’t practice again until Jan. 31, the day 
before their fi rst game following the 
bye week.

The question will be whether the time 
away from the ice gives the Capitals a 
sorely-needed break to regroup or takes 
away practice time they can really use.

“Personally I feel mentally the break’s 
coming at a good time for us,” defense-
man Matt Niskanen said. “I’m glad we’ve 
got a couple games here before the break, 
though, to get this bad taste out of our 
mouths. We’ll go all-in for two nights 
here, try to get a win or two, try to see if 
we can stop the bleeding. Then mentally, 
just recharge. That’s coming at a perfect 
time for us in our big picture, looking 
down the road here.”

Wilson was more to the point.
“We can’t really be thinking about 

the break yet,” he said. “We’ve got two 
big games here. When the break comes, 
we’ll use it for whatever we need.”

CAPITALS

Five-game losing streak prompts players-only meeting
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Redskins quarterback 
Alex Smith was at the Wiz-
ards game against the De-
troit Pistons on Monday 
and visited the team in the 
locker room afterward — 
making his fi rst public ap-
pearance since breaking his 
leg in November.

Smith was on crutches and had 
a giant brace around his leg. But the 
34-year-old seemed to be upbeat as 
he interacted with several Wizards, 
including star Bradley Beal.

Smith was also shown on the jum-
botron during the Wizards’ 101-87 vic-
tory over the Pistons. The quarterback 
waved to the Capital One Arena crowd 

and received loud cheers.
“He’s a great guy, an un-

believable guy,” Beal said. 
“It’s unfortunate what hap-
pened to him. He’s a real 
cool dude.”

The Redskins quarter-
back declined comment 
to The Washington Times 
after the game.

Smith suff ered a sea-
son-ending broken leg on 

Nov. 18 against the Houston Texans 
and went on to have multiple post-
op infections. 

It is not known when — or if — 
Smith will make his return to the 
fi eld.

After Smith’s injury, the Redskins 
lost six of their last seven games to 
fi nish the season with a 7-9 record.

Smith, ankle in cast, takes in game, 
chats with Wizards in locker room

Smith

after shooting 58 percent of in their pre-
vious game, a 14-point win at Ohio State.

Michigan State freshman Aaron 
Henry scored a season-high 12 points 
while Matt McQuaid and Xavier Tillman 
had 10 points apiece.

Bruno Fernando had 12 points and 
13 rebounds, freshman Aaron Wiggins 
had a season-high 15 points and Darryl 
Morsell added 10 points.

The Spartans missed their fi rst six 
shots then surged to an 18-6 lead while 
holding Maryland to 3-of-18 shooting.

Maryland started making shots to 
pull into 20-all tie before Michigan State 
closed half with an 11-0 run to lead 31-20.

Winston, who had just fi ve points in 
the fi rst half, opened the second half 
with a 3-pointer to put the Spartans 
ahead by 14. He had a three-point play 
a couple minutes later, giving Michi-
gan State a 43-26 lead. Goins made a 
3-pointer to push the lead to 22 with 
15:28 left.

The Terrapins rallied to cut their 
defi cit to 11 with 5:42 remaining, but 
couldn’t get closer.

Cowan crumbled against Michigan 
State’s defense. He had scored 20-plus 
points in four straight games and was 
averaging 17.9 points entering the game 
before being held nearly 11 below his 
average on 3-of-12 shooting. Cowan made 
a shot early in the game then was held 
scoreless for 26-plus minutes.

In its only home game during a 
fi ve-game stretch, the Spartans showed 
they can win without injured starter 
Joshua Langford and basically without 
struggling starter Nick Ward. Langford 
missed his sixth straight game with an 
ankle injury. Ward was held scoreless 
for the fi rst time in his career, limited 
to 14 minutes at least in part because 
he was in foul trouble. Kyle Ahrens, 
who has started seven games this year, 
returned from a two-game absence 
with a back injury and made a reverse 
layup to help hold off  Maryland in the 
second half.

Maryland will next play Illinois at 
Madison Square Garden on Saturday 
at noon.

Michigan State plays at No. 19 Iowa 
on Thursday night and at Purdue on 
Sunday afternoon.

NCAA
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frustrating as real-time decisions, and 
the whole system should be scrapped.

A case in point occurred in Sun-
day’s late game, when Patriots wide 
receiver Julian Edelman appeared to 
muff  a punt that was recovered by the 
Chiefs midway through the fourth 
quarter of New England’s victory 
against Kansas City.  

We saw multiple replays of Edel-
man (inexplicably) reaching for the 
ball. Even at max magnifi cation in 
superslow motion, the replays seemed 
inconclusive. In such cases, rulings on 
the fi eld stand, but this call (inexplica-
bly) was overturned. Had it occurred 
in the closing moments with the out-
come in question, it would’ve received 
the same scrutiny and derision as the 
non-call in Sunday’s early game.

That’s the thing: Calls and non-calls, 
reversals and non-reversals, will always 
be ripe for criticism and consternation. 
That’s true whether replay is expanded, 
abandoned or left untouched.

Few mistakes are as egregious as we 
saw in the Saints-Rams contest, and 
only games with Roman numerals have 
higher stakes. Lest we forget, a contro-
versial call was part of last year’s Super 
Bowl. Philadelphia’s Corey Clement 
bobbled a catch as he stepped out of 
the back of the end zone. There was 
near-unanimous agreement among the 
announcers, the Twitterverse, and the 
folks at every Super Bowl party: the 
touchdown would be overturned.

It was upheld. “I give up,” analyst 
Cris Collingsworth said.

The feeling is understandable.
But we must live with offi  cials’ deci-

sions, aided by replay or not. I’d much 
rather provide them with assistance than 
withhold it. Doing away with the system 
wouldn’t make matters better. It would 
just allow ALL obvious mistakes to go 
uncorrected … instead of some of them.

Yes, if pass interference was review-
able, we’d likely have a Patriots-Saints 
matchup in the Super Bowl. And to 
everyone who opposes the expansion 
or existence of reviews, no, replay isn’t 
perfect. It doesn’t solve everything, 
isn’t consistent and remains subject to 

user error.
We’ve got to get over it. There’s 

simply no removing the human 
element, not from players, not from 
coaches and not from offi  cials.

Sunday’s non-call enters sports lore 
alongside notorious gaff es like Don Den-
kinger’s “safe” call in the 1985 World Series, 
and Michael Jordan’s push off  in the 1998 
NBA Finals. Replays weren’t used back 
then, but Denkinger obviously made a mis-
take. Whether the NBA ref was correct to 
swallow his whistle on Jordan isn’t as clear.  

I favor removing offi  cials’ mis-
takes from the proceedings as much 
possible, within reason. If that means 
looking at pass interference calls, fi ne.

But don’t be fooled. Controversy 
would still bubble up, especially on 
highly subjective calls. Even if every 
play was eligible for review — I shud-
der at the thought — offi  cials’ errors 
would remain part of the game.

If you see Cavaletto or Baynes this 
week, give them a hug.

⦁ Deron Snyder writes his award-
winning column for The Washington 
Times on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Fol-
low him on Twitter @DeronSnyder.

SNYDER
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referred to occurred both on and off  
the fi eld for this latest incarnation of 
the Patriots.  

The off season saw the departure of 
several key players from last year’s team 
that came up short in a Super Bowl loss 
to Philadelphia. Receiver Brandin Cooks 
was traded to the Rams and cornerback 
Malcolm Butler, running back Dion 
Lewis, receiver Danny Amendola, and 
off ensive linemen Nate Solder and Cam 
Fleming all left in free agency. 

Then came news that stalwart re-
ceiver Julian Edelman would be sus-
pended for the fi rst four games of the 
regular season for violating the league’s 
policy on performance enhancers.  

It helped contribute to a surprise 1-2 
start and the fi rst — albeit small — signs 
of age for the 41-year-old Brady.  

New England took a chance and 
traded for receiver Josh Gordon after 
Cleveland decided it was time to part 
ways with him. His arrival helped calm 

things and contributed to six consecu-
tive victories.  

But questions returned after a lop-
sided Week 10 loss at Tennessee that 
exposed vulnerabilities on both sides 
of the ball. The Patriots won their next 
two, but then suff ered a fl uky last-second 
loss at Miami.  

That was followed by a loss at Pitts-
burgh and the abrupt loss of Gordon 
when he was suspended indefi nitely by 
the NFL for violating an agreement that 
allowed him to play after multiple drug 
suspensions. 

Still, despite facing the prospect of not 
having their usual home-fi eld advantage 
in the postseason, the Patriots redis-
covered their run game and off ensive 
effi  ciency during wins over the Bills and 
Jets to close the regular season.

Brady threw for four touchdowns and 
had his highest quarterback rating of the 
season in the 38-3 victory over the Jets. It 
set the stage for a vintage performance by 
Brady in their divisional-round playoff  win 
over the Chargers. And on Sunday against 
Kansas City, he had 348 yards passing de-
spite throwing two interceptions.  

He also got support from a resurgent 
defense and revamped rushing attack 
on off ense. The latter has gotten back-
to-back 100-yard rushing games from 
rookie Sony Michel, who set a rookie 
NFL playoff  record with fi ve touchdowns 
in his fi rst two postseason games.   

Also making huge contributions in 
the fourth quarter and OT against the 
Chiefs were both Edelman and tight end 
Rob Gronkowski.  

Gronkowski’s regular season was 
mostly underwhelming as he dealt with 
nagging injuries, but he was surehanded 
at the perfect time against Kansas City, 
catching six passes for 79 yards. Edelman 
had seven catches for 96 yards as both 
came through with huge third-down 
catches late in the game. Gronk said he 
took his cues from Brady.  

“You’re always comfortable with Tom 
going down on drives,” said Gronkowski, 
who is the fi rst tight end with 1,000 
postseason receiving yards. “He’s always 
ready for these moments. And that’s why 
he’s the best quarterback — hands down. 

“It was one of the sweeter victories 
defi nitely of my career.” 

NFL
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M
issed tackles. 
Errant throws. 
Fumbles. Off sides. 
Blown assign-

ments. Dropped passes.
Such mistakes are part of 

football as two teams compete. 
There’s always a third team on 
the fi eld as well, its members 
competing against themselves 
in man’s never-ending (and 
futile) quest for perfection.

When Chicago’s Cody Parker 
missed a game-winning kick 
against Philadelphia two weeks 
ago, he was crestfallen. He 
remained bent over with hands 
on knees for several seconds 
before lineman Bobby Massie 

straightened him up, 
patted him on the helmet 
and gave him a hug.

I’m not sure which 
offi  cial — side judge 
Gary Cavaletto or line 
judge Rusty Baynes — 
blew the controversial 
call in Sunday’s NFC 
championship game. 
But whoever it was 
could use a hug, too.

Either Cavaletto or Baynes 
were in the vicinity with pri-
mary responsibility to render 
judgment when New Orleans 
quarterback Drew Brees threw 
an incomplete pass to wide 
receiver Tommylee Lewis with 

1:45 remaining in regu-
lation. I imagine the 
culprit felt sick after 
seeing a replay of Nick-
ell Robey-Coleman’s 
blatant pass interfer-
ence, a non-call that 
arguably prevented the 
Saints from advancing 
to the Super Bowl.

Had the obvious 
penalty been fl agged, 

New Orleans could’ve drained 
the clock and lined up for a 
game-winning, chip-shot fi eld 
goal. Instead, the Los Angeles 
Rams regained possession with 
1:41 remaining and a timeout. 
They proceeded to tie the score 

on Greg Zuerlein’s 48-yard fi eld 
goal and win in overtime on his 
57-yarder.

Afterward, much of the 
conversation focused on the 
offi  cial(s) who failed to make 
a no-brainer call. “I hope no 
other team has to lose a game 
the way we lost that one today,” 
Saints coach Sean Payton said.

Now a phalanx of voices 
is calling for an expansion of 
instant replay, which currently 
isn’t applied to pass interfer-
ence calls. Meanwhile, another 
chorus has renewed its com-
plaints that replay rulings are as 

Replays aren’t perfect, but offi cials aren’t either

BY MATTHEW PARAS

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

If the Washington Wizards 
plan on making the playoffs, 
they’re going to have to jump 
some teams in the standings.

The players understand this, 
which is why Monday’s matchup 
against the Detroit Pistons mat-
tered. Detroit entered the out-
ing with the ninth-best record 
in the East — a game ahead of 
the Wizards. The Wizards came 
ready to play.

Washington cruised to a 101-
87 victory in a Monday matinee 
at Capital One Arena, thanks to 
a strong defensive eff ort. The 
Wizards held the Pistons to just 
40.3 percent shooting and gave 
up a season-low in points. 

“I thought the defense was 
outstanding on all parts of the 
game,” coach Scott Brooks said. 
“We got into the ball, we did a 
great job on pick-and-rolls and 
we rebounded the ball. We were 
really good. We give ourself a 
chance to win every night if we 
can rebounding the game.”

The Wizards entered the after-
noon with a defense ranked eighth 
over their last 10 games — all of 
which have been played without 
star point guard John Wall. The 
Wizards have allowed four fewer 
points per 100 possessions than 
their fi rst 35 games with Wall.

Washington, too, knows Wall 
won’t return this season, but 
they’ve responded with some of 
their best basketball of the season.

From the start, the Wizards 
looked like the better team. 
Point guard Tomas Satoransky 

WIZARDS

HUSTLE AND FLOW

BY KYLE HIGHTOWER

ASSOCIATED PRESS

FOXBOROUGH, MASS. | Tom 
Brady smiled his way through 
the week leading up to Sunday’s 
AFC championship game, mostly 
brushing aside questions about 
being an underdog for one of the 
few times during the Patriots’ 
unprecedented run of titles.  

But when Rex Burkhead 

crossed the goal line for a 2-yard 
touchdown to give New England 
a 37-31 overtime win over the 
Kansas City Chiefs, Brady let 
joy alter his usual coy demeanor. 

He ripped off  his helmet and 

leapt wildly in the air as his team-
mates rushed the fi eld around 
him. The Patriots were heading 
back to another Super Bowl.  

It will mark their third straight 
appearance for the Patriots and 
ninth overall for Brady, who again 
will be chasing a record sixth 
ring.  

A victory over the NFC cham-
pion Los Angeles Rams would 
also put an emphatic stamp on 

what may have been the Patriots’ 
toughest road to a Super Bowl 
since Brady and Bill Belichick 
earned their fi rst ring together 
in 2001. 

“The odds were stacked 
against us. It hasn’t been that 
way in a while and it certainly 
was this year,” Brady said.  

The obstacles that Brady 

NFL
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Back-to-basics 
approach has 
team winning

DERON
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BY LARRY LAGE
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EAST LANSING, MICH. |
Cassius Winston and Kenny 
Goins scored 14 points each 
to help No. 6 Michigan State 
beat No. 13 Maryland 69-55 
Monday night with balanced 
off ense and stifl ing defense.

The Spartans (17-2, 8-0 Big 
Ten) have won 12 straight this 
season to take sole possession 
of fi rst in the conference. They 
have won 20 consecutive Big 

Ten regular season games dat-
ing to last year.

The Terrapins (16-4, 7-2) 
had a shot to move into fi rst 
place in the conference, but 
couldn’t extend their seven-
game winning streak.

Maryland’s leading scorer, 
Anthony Cowan, was held to a 
season-low seven points. 

The Terrapins connected 
on just 34 percent of their 
shots against the Spartans 

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

No. 6 Michigan State
stifl es No. 13 Maryland

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Washington forward Trevor Ariza (center) scored a team-high 20 points to go with 12 rebounds and four assists in the Wizards’ 101-87 victory over the Detroit Pistons on Monday.

Five-game skid prompts 
players-only meeting by 
Washington Capitals. B11
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▶ Redskins QB Smith makes fi rst 
public appearance since injury 
with visit to Wizards game.  A3
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Michigan State’s Cassius 
Winston gets past Maryland’s 

Darryl Morsell during the 
Terrapins’ 69-55 loss Monday.
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#GreaterKarachi
An Autonomous Home for Urban Sindh

Th e Mohajir rights’ campaign was launched in Washington, D.C, last year by 
a US-based advocacy group, Voice of Karachi, under the title of #FreeKarachi 
on the Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

• Mohajirs are those whose forefathers had migrated from 
India’s Muslim-minority provinces aft er the partition of Indian 
Subcontinent in 1947. 

• Successive military and civilian governments have disenfranchised 
tens of millions of Mohajirs in urban areas of Sindh through 
gerrymandering and systematic manipulation of census fi gures. 
More than half of Karachi’s population was wiped off  in the last 
census fi gures.

• Widescale human rights violations in Karachi and other urban 
centers of Sindh province are a daily occurrence.

• Pakistani security forces, majority of them from Pakistan’s
Punjab province, have killed thousands of ethnic Mohajirs in 
Karachi since 1992.

• Ali Raza Abidi, a US-educated Mohajir former lawmaker and a 
known critic of Pakistan’s military establishment, was assassinated in 
Karachi on 25th December 2018.

• Mohajirs demand the United Nations to constitute a high 
level commission to probe extra judicial killings, enforced 
disappearances, arbitrary arrests and inhuman physical torture
in custody of security forces.

In terms of numbers, the nearly 70 million Mohajirs are the second largest ethnic 
group in Pakistan. Th ey are also the single-largest ethnic group in Karachi.

 Karachi, which holds an important geo-strategic location in South Asia 
and whose large secular Urdu-speaking population is a natural US ally, 
has been turned in recent years into a safe haven for jihadist and anti –US 
forces by Pakistan’s military establishment. 

Th e people of Karachi are now demanding creation of Greater Karachi. Th e 
proposed plan of Greater Karachi includes Karachi and Sindh province’s 
other urban areas. Once a reality, it will be home to all those Pakistanis 
who believe in true democracy, co-existence, freedom of religion and 
expression, equality and supremacy of constitution and law. 

Th e world community, the United States of America in particular, must 
support the idea of Greater Karachi. Th ey should also invest in educational, 
human development and civic projects besides forging a strong 
relationship with the people of urban Sindh. A prosperous and stable 
Greater Karachi will certainly be vital for peace in South Asia.

#GreaterKarachi
voiceofkarachi.org
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Karachi is among the fi ve most-populous cities in the world. Situated in 
the south of Pakistan on the shores of the Arabian Sea, Karachi serves as a 
transport hub and gateway to Central Asia, and is home to Pakistan’s two 
largest seaports, the thriving Port of Karachi and Port Bin Qasim.

• Since 1947, at least a dozen Mohajir-majority towns have been 
subjected to massacres in Sindh province leaving tens of thousands of 
Mohajirs dead, but not a single culprit has ever been punished. 

• Mohajir intellectuals, scholars, and political and human rights activists 
are particularly targeted by the security agencies and their proxies. 

• Karachi’s local population has no representation in the city’s law 
enforcement agencies

70 million ethnic Mohajir community faces gross human rights violations 
in Pakistan.

• On 25th December 2018, — A prominent former Mohajir lawmaker 
and graduate from Boston University USA, Ali Raza Abidi was 
assassinated in Karachi. 

• Dr.  Hasan Zafar Arif, a PhD from Harvard University and Deputy 
Convener of MQM, was extra judicially killed in January last year.

• Th is history of repression and denial of rights is what tells Mohajirs 
that like killers of Pakistan’s fi rst Prime Minister Liaquat Ali Khan, 
a Mohajir, and Prof. Zafar-Hasan Arif, killers of Ali Raza Abidi and 
thousands of other innocent Mohajirs will never be apprehended.

• Mohajirs have high hopes that the USA, as a beacon of individual 
and religious freedom as well as a defender of human rights, will 
take up their cause and hold Pakistan’s Punjabi-dominated military 
establishment accountable for its crimes against humanity. 

• Karachi contributes between 65-70 % of revenue to the country’s 
treasury, but both the federal and provincial governments have 
deprived this mega city of even the basic civic needs.

• Th ousands of legally owned homes and shops in Mohajir dominated 
areas have been demolished recently under the false pretext of anti-
encroachment drive.

 Karachi and other urban areas of Sindh need administrative autonomy to 
run their aff airs. Prosperity, development and subsequent stability brought 
by administrative autonomy will benefi t all those forces who want to 
establish long term peace in this region. 

Saving Karachi is in the interest of international community, US in 
particular, due to this great city’s strategic importance and its economic 
and industrial potential.

#GreaterKarachi
voiceofkarachi.org
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By Nadeem Nusrat

When Benjamin Franklin wrote in a 1789 
letter that “in this world, nothing can be said to 
be certain, except death and taxes,” he had no 
idea how unashamedly modern-day Pakistan 
would defy his prophecy.

Pakistan today is a country where only death 
seems a certainty. As for taxes, only about 1 per-
cent of the adult population has to pay. To put it 
more bluntly, 99 percent of the country’s adult 
population escapes the burden of taxation.

Taking into account the fact that there are 
more than 200 million people in the country, 
the disparity seems particularly daunting. Paki-
stan may still be largely an agrarian economy, 
but its wealthy, infl uential, landowning elite pay 
no taxes on agricultural income.

Th e result: Karachi and the city’s thriving 
seaport contribute a staggering 65 percent to-
ward the national exchequer, eff ectively driving 
Pakistan’s economy.

But this strategically located city, once 
known as the “Bride of the East” because of its 
clean, brightly lit streets, is today deprived of 
even the most basic necessities.

Multiple power outages are daily occur-
rences. Trash collection and disposal are almost 
nonexistent. Access to potable water is a luxury 
for city residents — except for those living in 
posh areas run by the Pakistani military. Street 
crime rates have hit an all-time high. Karachi 
may be the only major city in the world that 
does not have anything even close to a central 
commuter system.

Most independent international bodies 
rank Karachi as one of the most populous cit-
ies in the world. A 2016 World Bank Group 
report commissioned by the Sindh govern-
ment put the fi gure at 16 million, though Pak-
istan’s 2017 census showed Karachi’s popula-
tion at just 14.9 million.

Th e same report noted that Karachi “ac-
counts for one-third of Sindh’s population and 
one-fi ft h of the country’s urban population.” But 
Karachi’s representation in Pakistan’s national 

legislative bodies and Sindh province’s legisla-
tive assembly does not refl ect even the heavily 
rigged census fi gures. Th is is why representa-
tives from rural Sindh, which pays less than 10 
percent of the taxes to the province’s treasury, 
have always ruled over Karachi.

In Pakistan, everyone rules Karachi except 
its own people. Some 20 agencies across fed-
eral, provincial and local levels are vying for 
the control of the city, leading to chaos. Th ese 
agencies also control nearly 90 percent of the 
land in Karachi but are reluctant to make it 
available for development. As per the fi ndings 
of the World Bank Group, “A highly complex 
political economy, highly centralized but frag-
mented governance, land contestation among 
many government entities and weak institu-
tional capacity have made it diffi  cult to manage 
the city’s development.”

Karachi’s lucrative land has made the city a 
prime target for the country’s corrupt property 
mafi as, including military-backed and military-

run real estate businesses and cantonment 
boards. A recent newspaper report found that 
less than 32 percent of Karachi is now under the 
administrative control of the city’s local govern-
ment, the Karachi Municipal Corp.

Sindh’s provincial government, which is 
dominated by the region’s rural population, has 

left  Karachi’s mayor with no control over the 
city’s resources and administration. Th e Sindh 
government retains substantial control over 
various city services and functions in Karachi, 
including master planning, building control, 
water and sewage issues, solid waste manage-
ment and development of nearby land. Taxes 
paid by Karachi may fi nance Pakistan, but 
the city’s own fi nances are in a weak position, 
relying almost solely on meager funding from 
a rural-dominated provincial government to 
meet budgetary needs.

Experts agree that Karachi is at a high risk of 
natural and man-made disasters. World Bank 
Group analysts estimate that Karachi needs $9 
billion to $10 billion in fi nancing over the next 
decade to meet infrastructure and service needs 
in urban transport, water supply and sanitation, 
and municipal solid waste processing.

But infrastructure spending by the public 
sector is well below these requirements. With 
Pakistan gradually slipping into a fi nancial 

meltdown, the possibility of getting funds for 
Karachi’s crumbling infrastructure is becom-
ing slimmer every day. Th e growing civic de-
terioration, unemployment, poverty and frus-
tration are only strengthening well-funded 
extremist forces looking to lure youths into 
their deadly trap.

Karachi is not just blessed with a strategic 
location, but it is also home to an educated and 
religiously tolerant ethnic group, the Mohajirs. 
Descendants of those who migrated to Pakistan 
aft er the British partitioned the Indian subcon-
tinent in 1947, these Urdu-speaking Mohajirs 
are the ones who transformed the city into the 
region’s industrial powerhouse.

But the Mohajirs soon lost their eminence 
to Pakistan’s Punjabi-dominated military es-
tablishment, who turned to Sindhi national-
ist Prime Minister Zulfi qar Ali Bhutto in the 
1970s to nationalize Mohajir-owned industries, 
banks and educational institutions. Despite cen-
sus-rigging and gerrymandering, Mohajirs still 
make up the majority population of the city.

Pakistan’s Punjabi-dominated military has 
carried out multiple security operations in 
Karachi to weaken the power of Mohajirs in 
Karachi. One operation, begun in 2013 and 
supported by the province’s rural-dominated 
government, has resulted in the arbitrary 
arrests, enforced disappearances and extra-
judicial killings of hundreds of Mohajirs. 
Th e Mohajirs’ political party has also been 
fragmented under intense pressure from Paki-
stan’s intelligence agencies.

Since the government of Prime Minister 
Imran Khan has taken over, a vicious campaign 
to terrorize, displace and fi nancially cripple Mo-
hajirs has been launched. Th ousands of homes 
and businesses legally owned by Mohajirs have 
been demolished in Karachi. Rightful own-
ers, some with claims dating back to the 1950s 
and 1960s, have been evicted with only a few 
days’ notice and without any compensation. 
Pakistani courts have failed to provide justice to 
Mohajir victims.

Clearly, Pakistan has failed to address even 
the most basic issues of Karachi, as growing 
unemployment, a large youth population frus-
trated by deteriorating conditions and rising 
religious extremism pose major problems for 
peace in the region.

Th e Voice of Karachi, therefore, is launch-
ing a campaign to have Karachi declared as 
an autonomous city -called  Greater Karachi- 
within Pakistan, similar to the Kurdish region 
in Iraq. A stable and prosperous Greater Kara-
chi which will also include other Mohajir-dom-
inated urban centers in Sindh province, would 
serve as a role model for the rest of Pakistan 
by treating all its citizens equally and ensuring 
freedom of religion and speech for all.

A staunchly secular Greater Karachi will also 
serve as a true friend of all peace-loving and 
democratic countries in the world, particularly 
the U.S.

Nadeem Nusrat can be reached at 
n.nusrat@samaf.org.

By Wasay Jalil

Pakistanis observe a national holiday on 
Dec. 25 every year. It’s not because Pakistan, a 
Muslim-majority country, celebrates Christ-
mas. Nor is it because Jesus’ birthday is cel-
ebrated on that day. Th e reason for Pakistanis 
to take a day off  work on Christmas is to 
celebrate the birth of their country’s founder, 
Mohammad Ali Jinnah, who happens to share 
his date of birth with Jesus.

Like most other Christmas days in Paki-
stan, the most recent Dec. 25 was passing 
peacefully, but things changed that evening. 
Pakistani news media reported that two 
gunmen on a motorbike had gunned down 
46-year-old Ali Raza Abidi right outside his 
house in Karachi.

Abidi, who was a member of Pakistan’s 
National Assembly until May, was a hugely 

popular social media activist.
Like Jinnah, Abidi was a Shia Muslim. 

More important, he was what is known as a 
Mohajir, a descendant of those who migrated 
to Pakistan aft er the British carved the sub-
continent into two independent states — In-
dia and Pakistan — in 1947. Shias and Moha-
jirs are now facing ever-growing persecution 
in Sunni Muslim-dominated Pakistan.

Even by Pakistani standards, where suicide 
bombings, targeted killings, military opera-
tions, kidnappings and enforced disappear-
ances are not uncommon, Abidi’s cold-blood-
ed assassination was a shock. He was a fi erce 
critic of Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan 
and the ruling PTI party. He spared no oppor-
tunity to tease Mr. Khan and his army of so-
cial media trolls with a series of sharp-witted 
tweets. He routinely called the prime minister 
“Taliban Khan” because of Mr. Khan’s relent-
less defense of the radical Islamic movement 
and his opposition to U.S. drone attacks on 
their training sites. He was also a known critic 
of the powerful Pakistani military establish-
ment’s anti-democracy policies and its overt 
and covert ties to religious extremists.

Abidi’s social media posts, however, were 
never abusive or defamatory, and he never 
resorted to personal attacks.

Abidi was a brave individual who repeat-
edly defi ed Pakistan’s powerful military agen-
cies. He refused to comply when he was asked 
to stop defending his party, the MQM, on 
social media. He also defi ed Pakistan’s brutal 
intelligence machinery when a high-ranking 

offi  cial of the Pakistani spy agency summoned 
him to his offi  ce three months ago and or-
dered him to shut down his Twitter account.

Abidi was assassinated at the doorstep of 
his house. Closed-circuit television footage at 
the compound shows that two men parked 
their motorbike next to his car. One got off  
the bike and shot four bullets into Abidi’s 
head from less than a meter away. Abidi stood 
no chance. He died well before receiving any 
medical treatment.

Abidi’s house was located in one of the 
most expensive — and well-guarded — resi-
dential areas of Karachi, the Defense Housing 
Authority. Consulate offi  ces of a number of 
foreign missions are located around his house, 
and the paramilitary Rangers service has a 
permanent post there.

Yet somehow the killers were able to pur-
sue him, kill him and get away without any 
resistance. Some media reports suggest that 
paramilitary Rangers on duty were absent 
from their posts at the time of the attack.

Given the history of persecution of ethnic 
Mohajirs in Pakistan since 1947, it would be 
hoping against hope to expect that Abidi’s 
killers will be apprehended. Aft er all, those 
who masterminded and executed the assassi-
nation of Pakistan’s fi rst-ever prime minister, 
Liaquat Ali Khan, a Mohajir, in 1950 were 
never caught. Since 1947, at least a dozen 
Mohajir-majority towns have been subjected 
to massacres in Sindh province, leaving tens 
of thousands dead. Not a single culprit has 
ever been punished.

Abidi’s death was not the only outrage 
targeting a high-profi le Mohajir fi gure in 
Pakistan in 2018. In January, Harvard-edu-
cated professor Zafar-Hasan Arif was kid-
napped by plainclothes personnel, tortured 
and left  dead on the outskirts of Karachi. 
In fact, it was the tragic killing of Arif that 
led to the launch in the U.S. of the Voice of 
Karachi and the Free Karachi campaign on 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

Few in the West realize that it was the Mo-
hajirs who took the lead in Pakistan’s creation 
in pre-partition India and that those living in 
what is now modern Pakistan had no interest 
in seeking freedom. Pakistan was conceived 
as a way to provide India’s Muslim minor-
ity a true homeland and a safe place to live 
in peace, but their dream has turned into a 
nightmare. In the 1990s, two federal govern-
ments in Pakistan were toppled on charges of 
Mohajir killings, yet not a single perpetrator 
of Mohajir-targeted violence was ever identi-
fi ed, let alone punished.

Th is history of repression and denial of 
rights have led many Mohajirs to conclude 
that — like the killers of Prime Minister Lia-
quat Ali Khan and Arif — Abidi’s attackers 
will never face justice. Pakistan’s Mohajirs, 
along with the country’s moderate Muslims, 
Christians, Balochs and other religious and 
ethnic minorities, have high hopes that the 
U.S., long a beacon of personal and religious 
freedom around the world, will take up their 
cause and hold Pakistan’s Punjabi-dominated 
military accountable for its actions.

Pakistan’s oppressed eye U.S. intervention

Karachi, once the ‘Bride of the East,’
endures vicious campaign of terror



TUESDAY, JANUARY 22, 2019

A Washington Times Advertising Supplement

By Puneet Ahluwalia

“Azadi 1” is the new license plate of my 
friend Tom Garrett, a former congressman 
from Virginia who has steadily become the 
voice of the voiceless.

Mr. Garrett recently traveled to Syria to 
highlight the plight of the Kurds, he’s heralded 
the hardship of Rohingya Muslims in Myan-
mar and he has stood strong for Muhajirs suf-
fering at the hands of an ineff ective Pakistan. 

Tom’s license plate reminds me of my fam-
ily’s link to Azadi, which means freedom. 

In 1970, my dad’s elder brother, Prithi-
pal Singh Ahluwalia, was honored with the 
title of “Azad,” for he daringly gave speeches 
against the human rights abuses during “the 
Emergency’ in India. It was a controversial 
period in the history of independent India 
where civil liberties were curbed, the press 
was censored, political opponents incarcer-
ated and elections suspended. He was im-
prisoned for 2 years, my father and cousins 
pleading for his release. 

Even though I was very young at that time, 
I saw him as my hero and a source of inspira-
tion along with Shaheed Bhagat Singh and 
Subhash Chandra Bose, leader of the Azad 
Hind Fauj (Free India Army), both were val-
iant freedom fi ghters of India’s Independence 
struggle against the British colonial rule. My 
love for history and liberty made me roman-
ticize about those who fought for India’s free-
dom and other places in the world. 

Azadi inspires us all. It empowers all 
Americans as free thinkers to seek their fun-
damental rights such as Life, Liberty and Pur-
suit of Happiness. Th e Bill of Rights in the US 
Constitution has also perfected and secured 
the freedoms we all cherish today, and oft en 
take for granted. 

Regardless of faith or which country we hail 
from, we all strongly support minority rights 
and religious freedom worldwide. Th e right to 
religious freedom is America’s First Amend-
ment. It may surprise few, Presidents Trump’s 
foreign policy adheres to promoting American 
idealism and values around the world, as it 
is a positive force of good. It helps to develop 
strong, peaceful, and successful societies 
around the world. It is a movement which has 
taken center stage in his administration. 

In July 2018, United States Ambassador-
at-Large for International Religious Freedom 
Sam Brownback hosted the Ministerial to Ad-
vance Religious Freedom at the State Depart-
ment. Greg Mitchell, IRF Co-Chair has con-
sistently put together roundtables and built 
coalitions to address various issues. Th ere 

have been targeted eff orts in support for Ya-
zidi Christians and Kurds in Iraq and Syria, 
Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar and Uyghur 
Muslims, Buddhist and Christians in China.

Th roughout the world, we are seeing a surge 
in deadly attacks on religious minorities. Op-
pressive regimes are violating individual rights 
and squashing the rule of law. Th eir leaders in 
the guise of democracy apply underhanded 
pressure tactics and threaten the freedom of 
the press. Th ey unleash the government ma-
chinery in maintaining tighter control on social 
media and other news outlets. But they should 
be wary. We will not sit silently in the face of 

evil. We will isolate them internationally and 
hold them accountable for their atrocities.  

My participation in South Asia issues has 
given me a front-row seat to the hardship of 
the region’s minorities, especially in Pakistan. 

Th e recent tragic killing in Karachi of 
young bright Mohajir leader, Ali Raza Abidi, 
46, in front of his home by two murderers on 
a motorbike is yet another example of perse-
cution of Shia minorities. Murderous actions 
like these are aimed at dashing the hope of 
seeing a bright stable future of Karachi and 
Pakistan. He had been elected in 2013 to Pak-
istan’s National Assembly, which is equivalent 
of the House of Representatives. Aft er receiv-
ing multiple death threats, Abidi pleaded with 
the authorities for security but was denied.

Asia Bibi, a Pakistani Christian woman 
accused of blasphemy, spent nearly 10 years 
in jail under a death sentence. Th e reversal of 
her conviction due to lack of evidence led to 
a series of threats to her and her community. 
Th e entire country was paralyzed by hardline 
Islamist groups. During the course of her trial, 
leaders were assassinated and judges intimi-
dated by death threats.

I was recently approached by a business 
and political leadership group of an African 
nation who wanted representation in US. 
Th ey were eager to enhance their political 
clout and grow trade relations with our na-
tion. I realized their state had a checkered 

record on human rights abuse towards 
Christians and Muslims. In our dialogue, I 
conveyed that it is imperative to demonstrate 
respect towards the rule of law, basic human 
rights, religious tolerance and media freedom. 
Th ese should be the corner stone of their 
trade practice along with other important fac-
tors in doing business with the USA. 

It is not hard to be an ally to the United 
States, provided you believe in American 
values. Th e partnership between the United 
States and aspiring partners strengthens and 
benefi ts all, as it brings about a direct political 
and economic impact. Th ese exchanges help 

in long term direct improvement and impact 
in the daily lives of the people. Th e self-
reliance and pride is felt by the future genera-
tions, thus securing the advancement of our 
common interest and values.

Importantly, our nation does not impose 
its values on partners but identifi es a mutually 
benefi cial path to help our partners to mo-
bilize their own resources to achieve growth 
and stability. We promote free market princi-
ples with fair and open trade while protecting 
the rights of intellectual property. We are an 
alternate choice for nations struggling under 
the infl uence of autocratic leaders or indebted 
to our rivals or in a hostage situation from 

bad loans and infrastructure and develop-
ment projects. We promote free will and stand 
up against oppressive choking arrangements, 
which stifl es nations’ economies and the lo-
cal population. Having a strong stable part-
ner like the United States ensures prosperity 
and stability of the economy and overcomes 
threats of fragility from all sides.

On January 16, 2019, we celebrated our na-
tions long-standing commitment to freedom of 
conscience and the freedom to profess one’ own 
faith   I strongly and proudly believe that our 
nation will always remain a beacon of hope and 
freedom for all. We will champion basic human 

values and stand up to rogues and bad actors. 
Our founding principles inspire and guide the 
new generation of Americans like me and many 
others. We will call out on those who do not 
respect their citizens, mercilessly see them burnt 
alive, allow rape and abuse of women, create or-
phans and break families forever.

Let not the passion of your faith get from 
your heart into your head, that one loses 
sight of basic humanity. Th e true faithful of 
God sees the beauty of all faiths, caste and 
color and accepts all with love. And then he 
is truly Azad!!!

Puneet Ahluwalia can be reached at 
nwsinc1@gmail.com.

America’s First Amendment

By Former Rep. Th omas A. Garrett Jr., 
Virginia Republican

Azadi means freedom.
Freedom is something that some take for 

granted. Th is isn’t a luxury that most people in 
the world share.

My name is Tom Garrett. I served as an 
artillery offi  cer in the United States Army and 
deployed to the Balkans following the massacre 
at Srebrenica.

I served as a prosecutor, noted for record 

sentences handed down to those who preyed 
on children.

I’ve been a Virginia State Senator, draft ing 
and passing the bill that struck Virginia’s draco-
nian “crimes against nature” laws that criminal-
ized certain acts between consenting adults.

Most recently, I served in Congress repre-
senting Virginia’s Fift h Congressional district, 
one fi rst represented by James Madison. In this 
capacity, I was able to extract two men from 
prison in Sudan, who had served two years for 
rendering aid to their starving neighbors.

I fi rst learned the word ‘azadi’ from mem-
bers of the Kurdish Regional Government on 
a trip to Iraq and Syria. It stuck in my mind. 
All people, regardless of their race, religion, or 
national origins have the right to certain free-
doms in their homes. I couldn’t begin to articu-
late these freedoms as succinctly or eloquently 
as Jeff erson and Madison and Locke already 
have, so I will not try.

Later I learned that ‘azadi’ doesn’t just mean 
freedom in Kurdish, but also in roughly a 

dozen other languages spanning various 
linguistic families. Like the Kurds, Persian, 
Urdu, Hindi, Pashto, Baluchi, Luri, Azeri, 
Punjabi, Bengali, and Armenian speakers 
who know the word ‘azadi’ means freedom. 
Th ese people live in areas that reach from the 
Mediterranean to the South China Sea. Fully 
one in seven people on earth would recognize 
this word in their native tongue. Th at’s three 
for every native English speaker on the planet. 
Th e irony is that these diverse people know a 
word, but they have almost never been able to 
experience it.

Th at is precisely why I started Azadi Con-
sulting, LLC.

Infl uence in D.C. is wielded too oft en 
by monied elite. Th ese monied elite include 
nation states. China and Russia come imme-
diately to mind, but who would think that Er-
dogan’s Turkey spends ten million a month to 
infl uence US opinion and policy? Who looks 
out for the oppressed? Who works to espouse 
a policy that focuses on basic rights and free-

doms? Th is is what Azadi Consulting will do. 
Th is is what I will do.

For these reasons, I am delighted to an-
nounce my relationship with Voice of Karachi 
and the South Asian Minority Foundation. 
Joining Puneet Ahluwalia of New World Strat-
egies and Pakistani American civil rights activ-
ist Nadeem Nusrat is a perfect fi rst step. Th ese 
groups and individuals work to be a voice to 
the oppressed. Th ey each also represents mil-
lions of people who know the word, ‘azadi,’ but 
do know the experience of ‘azadi.’

Th e US is uniquely positioned among na-
tions to demand that those who oppress these 
minority groups reform their horrifi c human 
rights records as a precondition to economic 
and security relations with the United States. 
Th is could be done without spending a dime of 
taxpayer money, and if our government consis-
tently applied these principles, the world would 
literally change for the better.

Can this be done? Can ‘azadi’ become 
not just a word, but an experience? We be-
lieve it can.

It starts today.
Tom Garret Jr. can be reached at 

azadillc@protonmail.com.

The challenge of ‘Azadi’ 


