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THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Democrats showed no signs Sunday of taking up 
President Trump’s compromise proposal on border 
security, even as the partial government shutdown 
entered its fi fth week and some federal employees 
prepared to miss a second paycheck.

House Majority Whip James E. Clyburn, South 
Carolina Democrat, said Sunday there would be 
no negotiations on border security until President 
Trump agrees to end the shutdown. He echoed the 
sentiments of House Majority Leader Nancy Pelosi, 
California Democrat, who rejected the proposal as 
“a compilation of previously rejected initiatives” 
shortly after it was proposed Saturday.

“I can’t see us keeping federal employees, 
800,000 people, out of work while we go back and 
forth on negotiations,” Mr. Clyburn said on “Fox 
News Sunday.” “These negotiations can take three 
or four weeks. We ought to open the government 
up.”

Meanwhile, Republicans said the president’s 
willingness to compromise, including by biting the 
bullet on measures he has publicly opposed, showed 
that he is the only one who is serious about ending 
the shutdown.

Sen. John Kennedy, Louisiana Republican, 
praised Mr. Trump for making progress and de-
scribed the Democratic response as predictable.

“It represents progress, not perfection. But 
progress,” Mr. Kennedy said on CBS’s “Face the 
Nation.” “Pelosi’s response was predictable, but I 
can promise you that [some] Democrats right now 
are glad the president put something on the table.”

He said he spoke with Mr. Trump last week, “and 
if you bring a plan to him that doesn’t include a wall, 
it’s dead as four o’clock.”
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Senior Justice Department offi  cial 
Bruce Ohr has provided a point-by-point 
narrative of his actions promoting the 
2016 Democratic Party-fi nanced dossier 
that confl icts with Rep. Adam B. Schiff ’s 
offi  cial version, according to a compari-
son of the two.

Mr. Schiff , a California Democrat 
who has promised a wide investigation 
of President Trump as chairman of the 
House Permanent Select Committee on 
Intelligence, issued a memo last year on 
the FBI’s early-on investigation into the 
Republican’s campaign.

It was a counter to a report issued 
Feb. 2 by Rep. Devin Nunes, a California 
Republican who was chairing the com-
mittee. Mr. Nunes won White House 
approval to declassify excerpts from 
FBI documents to show that the bureau 
relied heavily on the unverifi ed dossier 
to gain a warrant to spy on former Trump 
campaign volunteer Carter Page for one 
year. His report included a summary of 
the FBI application to a judge under the 
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act.

He accused the FBI of improperly 
relying on a partisan document compiled 
by former British spy Christopher Steele, 
who was paid by the Hillary Clinton 
campaign and the Democratic National 
Committee. Mr. Nunes said the FBI 
failed to tell judges that the dossier was 
basically a Democratic Party product. 
Mr. Steele remains on the payroll of 
wealthy liberal donors trying to unseat 
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BREAKING BARRIERS: As workers replaced sections of the border wall, President Trump made his case on prime-
time TV for more funding. He heard demands from supporters of the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program 
(inset left ) and spoke with U.S. Customs and Border Patrol agents to address humanitarian and security concerns.

BY STEPHEN DINAN

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

President Trump’s latest immigra-
tion proposal marks a retreat on three 
areas of policy in what the White 
House said was a “good faith” eff ort 
to try to break the gridlock that for 
more than a decade has thwarted 
every eff ort to strike a compromise 
on the thorny issue.

In each of those areas — the 
Obama-era DACA program, 

Temporary Protected Status and a 
new path for asylum for children in 
Central America — Mr. Trump had 
canceled the Obama administration’s 
initiatives.

On Saturday, he did an about-face 
and proposed to restore each of those 
programs. Going further, he off ered 
approval to write them into law, giv-
ing them a permanence Mr. Obama 
could never win from Congress dur-
ing his tenure.

In exchange, he is asking for $5.7 

billion for his plans to build a border 
wall as well as changes to make it 
easier to deport illegal immigrant 
families and cut down on abuses of 
the asylum system.

He also proposed items both sides 
generally agree on, such as more 
technology to scan for drugs in ve-
hicles at legal border crossings and 
a boost in the number of immigra-
tion judges to cut into the backlog 

Trump gives up some immigration 
policies to try to reach compromise

BY JEFF MORDOCK

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Most people who see someone die 
after ingesting a pill would avoid that pill. 
For opioid addicts, it’s just the opposite.

After an overdose death, addicts fl ock 
to that drug dealer because they fi gure 
that’s where they can get the most potent 
stuff , said McGregor Scott, U.S. attorney 
for the Eastern District of California.

“They look at it as, ‘This guy has 
something extra,’ and as upside down as 
that sounds to us, the addicts are drawn 
to that because of the higher high they 
are seeking,” he said.

In turn, dealers are increasingly sub-
stituting or lacing Xanax and OxyContin, 
sold illegally on the streets, with deadly 
fentanyl, a synthetic opioid that gives a 
powerful high at a small fraction of the 
cost of dealing real pharmaceuticals.

The trick, yielding nearly a 100,000 
percent profi t margin, is lucrative for 
the cartels.

The counterfeit pills mimic their legal 
counterparts so closely that even street 
dealers can’t tell them apart.

As little as 2 milligrams of fentanyl 
can be fatal. More than 28,000 overdose 
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Trump administration and North 
Korean offi  cials held their fi rst “work-
ing level” talks on denuclearization over 
the weekend in Sweden, preparing for 
the second summit between President 
Trump and North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-un that U.S. offi  cials says is slated 
by the end of February.

Although the administration was 
mum on the talks in Stockholm, which 
represents U.S. interests in North Korea 
because Washington has no embassy 
there, South Korean media and foreign 
diplomatic sources said Stephen Biegun, 

U.S. special envoy for North Korea, met 
with North Korean Vice Foreign Minis-
ter Choe Son-hui.

Coming on the heels of a separate 
meeting Friday between President 
Trump and former North Korean spy 
chief Kim Yong-chol in Washington, 
the Stockhom talks are the latest sign 
of serious diplomatic movement in the 
otherwise stalled U.S. and South Korean 
push to get Pyongyang to abandon its 
nuclear weapons.

But even as the stage is now set for 
Mr. Trump to meet with Kim Jong-
un for a second summit, reportedly in 

NORTH KOREA

‘Working level’ talks sign 
of movement on nukes
Second Trump-Kim summit planned
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TORONTO | For a country with a global 
reputation for politeness, it was a star-
tling fi nding: A recent poll by Ottawa-
based Abacus Data found that a quarter 
of Canadians say they “hate” their politi-
cal opponents.

With national elections looming this 
year, supporters of highly partisan po-
litical and protest groups are attacking 
classical liberal and conservative values 
and challenging Canada’s self-image as 
a bastion of political moderation — par-
ticularly compared with its big neighbor 
to the south.

Political polarization has risen 

dramatically in Canada, said Akaash 
Maharaj, CEO of the Mosaic Institute, 
a Toronto-based center that promotes 
diversity.

“The moderate middle has largely dis-
appeared. Increasingly, political rhetoric 
is used to incite rage against opponents 
and fear of electing another party,” he 
said.

John Carpay, president of the Cal-
gary, Alberta-based Justice Center for 
Constitutional Freedoms, said the rise 
in partisan battles in government and 
the courts is in part a reaction against 
the “new liberalism” that many see as 
trying to suppress traditional values, 

CANADA

Sharp new edge cuts into moderate politics north of border
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READY FOR ROUND TWO: President Trump hopes to build on his meeting in 
Singapore with North Korean leader Kim Jong-un with a second summit next month, 
reportedly in Vietnam, despite concern about a lack of action from Pyongyang.
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SHE’S ‘WINNING’: THE PRESS PROTECTS PELOSI
PJ Media columnist Jim Treacher once summarized the news 

media in just 19 words: “Modern journalism is all about deciding 
which facts the public shouldn’t know because they might refl ect 
badly on Democrats.” Mr. Treacher tweeted that over four years ago.

The sentiment has since been revisited by both “Instapundit” 
Glenn Reynolds and Gail L. Heriot, a University of San Diego law 
professor and author of a new academic paper titled “Perceptions 
of newsworthiness are contaminated by a political usefulness bias.” 
A story which is useful to the preferred political cause wins ap-
proval and attention from the public, and from the press as well.

“Formulaic rules of journalism, while important, do not provide 
any eff ective resistance to biases that arise earlier, in the process of 
deciding which stories are newsworthy enough to deserve cover-
age in the fi rst place. The current results suggest that biases in this 
phase might be strong and insidious,” the paper said.

This “usefulness” factor has come into the full fl ower during 
the Trump administration. For the second year in a row, an intense 
Media Research Center study of broadcast news which aired 
throughout 2018 revealed that 90 percent was “incessantly hostile” 
toward President Trump. Lots of “usefulness” going on there.

But supposing the press favors the subject in question? Let us 
cite House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, who often gets very kind cover-
age indeed. Fox News prime-time host Laura Ingraham, in fact, 
recently off ered a lengthy montage of such accolades — which 
praised Mrs. Pelosi for being “in charge” and a “political genius” 
for battling Mr. Trump over the southern border wall and other 
matters.

In the meantime, some select headlines centered on the speaker 
which more or less speak for themselves: “Nancy Pelosi is win-
ning in her battle with Trump. Here’s why” (The Los Angeles 
Times); “Nancy Pelosi steals the spotlight” (The Washington Post); 
“Nancy Pelosi is winning” (The Atlantic); “Only with Nancy: How 
Schumer and Pelosi stuck together on the shutdown” (Politico); 
“Nancy’s political fl ex” (The New York Times); and “Nancy Pelosi 
jabbed the president right in his tender ego” (Esquire).

BUSINESSES OPT FOR OPTIMISM
The aforementioned broadcast news study also pointed out 

President Trump’s approval ratings actually rose in 2018 despite 
the best eff orts of the hostile press. Now comes an indicator that 
the business community may not be much aff ected either. 

A new Zogby Analytics poll of 408 business owners and top 
executives around the nation found that 79 percent say they will 
add positions in 2019 while 55 percent do not expect to lay off  any 
workers this year. Another 47 percent say Mr. Trump’s tax cuts will 
help their bottom line.

“Business leaders are optimistic about hiring in 2019, which 
could point to optimism about the economy, even though there are 
domestic issues, such as the partial government shutdown and a 
stock market entering bear territory,” the poll analysis said.

THE MARYLAND SOCIALISTS
The Maryland Board of Election has certifi ed a new social-

ist party in the state. That would be the Bread and Roses Party, 
founded by Jerome Segal, who ran as a socialist in the 2018 Mary-
land primaries but lost to Democrat incumbent Sen. Ben Cardin. 
Mr. Segal submitted the 10,000 voters signatures to carry the certifi -
cation through — and named his party after the motto of a strike by 
women textile workers in 1912, in Lawrence, Massachusetts. 

Mr. Segal, however, appears wary of a “socialist” label.
“The term ‘socialist’ carries with it so much baggage that we are 

leaving it behind, that the term ‘Socialistic’  seemed to work bet-
ter. But if people wish to refer to us as a ‘socialist’ party that is fi ne. 
However, we are open to members who do not use that word to de-
scribe themselves,” notes the new party’s mission statement, which 
also rejects the description that it could be considered “socialism 
lite.”  

PRESIDENT TRUMP HONORS MLK DAY
“As we pause to mark the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr., we recommit ourselves to the advancement of equal-
ity and justice for all Americans, and to the full realization of his 
worthy dream. In the United States of America, every citizen should 
have the opportunity to build a better and brighter future, and, as 

President, I am committed to expanding opportunity for all Ameri-
cans. We have added more than 5 million new jobs to the economy 
over the past two years and unemployment rates for African 
Americans, Hispanic Americans, Asian Americans, and Americans 
without a high school degree have reached record lows,” President 
Trump says in his proclamation recognizing Martin Luther King 
Day on Monday.

“Importantly, we have also worked tirelessly to reform our na-
tion’s criminal justice system, so that those who have been incarcer-
ated and paid their debt to society are given a second chance at life. 
Last year, I was proud to sign into law the First Step Act, which will 
prepare inmates to successfully rejoin society and eff ect common-
sense reforms to make our justice system fairer for all Americans,” 
Mr. Trump said.

“We have also made great strides as a nation, but we acknowl-
edge that more work must be done for, in the words of Dr. King, 
‘justice to roll down like waters and righteousness like a mighty 
stream.’ United as one American family, we will not rest — and we 
will never be satisfi ed — until the promise of this great nation is ac-
cessible to each American in each new generation.”

HOLA, AMERICA
Hispanics are increasingly rallying for President Trump, ac-

cording a new NPR/PBS NewsHour/Marist poll, which fi nds that 
50 percent of Hispanics surveyed now approve of the job President 
Trump is doing, up 19 percentage points since December, according 
to a Fox News analysis.

“This is very important. Latinos are waking up to the sham that 
is the message Democratic message has had towards this commu-
nity,” GOP strategist Gus Portela told the network. “This president 
has made historic strides to help the Latino community.”

POLL DU JOUR
⦁ 71 percent of Americans say Martin Luther King Jr.’s 1963 “I 

Have a Dream” speech is still relevant; 78 percent of blacks, 63 per-
cent of Hispanics and 70 percent of whites agree.

⦁ 46 percent overall say race relations have improved since the 
1960s; 32 percent of blacks, 38 percent of Hispanics and 50 percent 
of whites agree.

⦁ 39 percent overall say “a great deal” or “quite a bit” of King’s 
dream of racial equality has been achieved; 37 percent of blacks, 18 
percent of Hispanics and 41 percent of whites agree.

⦁ 35 percent overall say “some” of the dream has been realized; 
32 percent of blacks, 36 percent of Hispanics and 36 percent of 
whites agree.

⦁ 16 percent overall say “very little” or “not much at all” has been 
realized; 24 percent of blacks, 15 percent of Hispanics and 14 percent 
of whites agree.

SOURCE: AN ECONOMIST/YOUGOV POLL OF 1,500 U.S. ADULTS CONDUCTED JAN. 12-15.

⦁ Kindly follow Jennifer Harper on Twitter @HarperBulletin
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House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of California has been the subject of 
several favorable headlines during the battle over the border wall.

BY JAMES VARNEY

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

President Trump has announced 
the U.S. is withdrawing from the Paris 
climate accord negotiated by President 
Obama, but some activists say Repub-
licans should do more and truly put the 
spike into it.

They fear that if Mr. Trump was able 
to withdraw based on his signature, a 
future president could easily rejoin with 
another signature. Their solution: have 
the Senate take a vote to ratify the deal 
as a treaty, and defeat it.

“The Paris climate treaty is clearly a 
treaty and not just an executive agree-
ment according to the State Depart-
ment’s own criteria,” said Myron Ebell, 
the director of global warming and 
environmental policy at the Competi-
tive Enterprise Institute. “Every other 
country in the world treated it as a treaty 
and ratifi ed it according to their usual 
ratifi cation procedures.”

Mr. Obama negotiated the deal in 
2015, committing the U.S. to a global 
agreement to try to limit greenhouse 
gas emissions to levels needed to keep 
temperature rises “well below 2 degrees 
Celsius.”

Mr. Obama said the deal was more 
a political commitment than a binding 
agreement among nations, so it didn’t 
count as a treaty and didn’t have to go 
to the Senate for ratifi cation — a vote he 
was certain to lose.

But that also made it easy for a suc-
cessor to withdraw, which is what Mr. 
Trump began the process of doing in 
2017.

Yet withdrawal takes more than three 
years and full withdrawal won’t be 
fi nalized until after the 2020 election, 
according to the treaty’s terms, mean-
ing if Mr. Trump were defeated, a future 
administration could reimpose it.

“President Trump made the least 
satisfactory choice among three alterna-
tives when he announced he would keep 
his campaign promise to get the United 
States out of Paris,” Mr. Ebell said. “He 
accepted that President Obama’s mere 
signature accepting the treaty was valid, 
and that all he needed to do was send 

another signed letter of withdrawal.”
Some scientists who are skeptical 

of extreme climate change scenarios 
embraced the idea of forcing a Senate 
vote now.

“I think this is a good idea,” said 
Richard Lindzen, an emeritus atmo-
spheric physics professor at MIT, and a 
prominent skeptic of the notion global 
warming presents an existential threat. 

He said the Senate should go even fur-
ther and revoke any consent it has given 
to the United Nations’ Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change, launched 
in 1992, whose semi-regular reports 
help propel the debate and provided the 
framework for Paris negotiations.

“Bush 41 signed this to lay claim 
to being our ‘environment president.’ 
Unfortunately, he committed us to the 
global warming alarm narrative,” Mr. 
Lindzen said. 

But as of now, there are no takers in 
the Senate.

Staff  for Sen. James Inhofe, an Okla-
homa Republican who is perhaps the 
Senate’s most prominent climate change 
skeptic, seemed intrigued by the idea 
of having the Senate formally reject the 
treaty. But his offi  ce failed to respond to 
questions.

Sen. Tom Carper, Delaware Democrat 
and the ranking member of the Environ-
ment and Public Works Committee, also 
did not respond.

He was sharply critical of President 
Trump’s withdrawal, and it is unlikely 
many, if any, Democrats would vote 
against the Paris accord. Mr. Carper’s 
staff  also forwarded questions to his 
Democratic colleagues on the Commit-
tee, and they acknowledged the ques-
tions but did not respond.

Several Republicans have also said 
they back the agreement. But treaties 
require a two-thirds vote to be ratifi ed, 
and it’s likely the GOP could deny the 
deal that level of support.

Mr. Ebell said it is tradition rather 
than any explicit constitutional prohibi-
tion that has kept the Senate from taking 
up the matter without formal submission 
by the White House.

The entire topic is one scholars and 
researchers say is murky.

ENVIRONMENT

Conservatives want more 
permanent exit from Paris deal
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Arizona gets approval to impose
work requirements for Medicaid 

The Trump administration approved 
Arizona’s request to attach work require-
ments to Medicaid coverage, making it 
the eighth state to condition benefi ts on 
seeking a job, going to school or other-
wise engaging in the community.

Enrolled members of federally 
recognized American Indian tribes — 
who noted their sovereignty — will be 
exempt from the rules, which will take 
eff ect in January 2020, the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services said.

“Medicaid demonstrations like this 
one empower states to provide health 
coverage to their citizens while allow-
ing the states the fl exibility to tailor 
their approach to their unique popula-
tions,” said CMS Administrator Seema 
Verma. “We have long stressed the im-
portance of meaningful tribal consul-
tation when states are contemplating 
program reforms, and I’m pleased with 
how this important process informed 
Arizona’s approach to amending its 
demonstration.”

Under the plan, able-bodied 
enrollees aged 19 to 49 must report 
monthly they are engaged in at least 80 
hours of work or community activity. 
People who are pregnant, people with 
disabilities and people in drug-abuse 
treatment are exempt.

 — Tom Howell Jr.

DIPLOMACY

Trump calls Erdogan to discuss
‘negotiated solution’ in Syria

President Trump spoke with Turk-
ish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
Sunday about a “negotiated solution” 
for Syria, where the withdrawal of U.S. 
troops has alarmed America’s Kurdish 
allies, whom the Turks see as terrorists.

In a phone call, Mr. Trump “under-
scored the importance of defeating ter-
rorist elements that remain in Syria,” 
the White House said.

About 2,000 U.S. troops have been 
fi ghting the Islamic State in northeast 
Syria aided near the Turkish border by 

Kurdish fi ghters. The administration 
has begun withdrawing U.S. forces.

“The two leaders agreed to con-
tinue to pursue a negotiated solution 
for northeast Syria that achieves our 
respective security concerns,” the 
White House said. 

Mr. Trump has warned that the U.S. 
sanctions could devastate Turkey’s 
economy if it moves against the Kurds. 

Mr. Erdogan also expressed his 
condolences for the loss of four 
Americans, including two U.S. soldiers, 
killed in a terrorist attack last week in 
Manbij, Syria. The Islamic State has 
claimed responsibility.

 — Dave Boyer

SENATE

Klobuchar says voting for Barr
‘very diffi  cult to imagine’

Another prominent Democrat has 
came out against President Trump’s 
attorney general nominee William P. 

Barr as Sen. Amy Klobuchar — a pro-
spective 2020 presidential candidate — 
said it is “very diffi  cult to imagine” she 
would vote for him.

“He wouldn’t say he would follow 
the ethics advice of career lawyers 
in the department when it came to 
recusal regarding the Russia investiga-
tion, and also he didn’t 100 percent 
commit — not even 80 percent commit 
— to making the report public,” the 
Minnesota Democrat said Friday in an 
interview with Yahoo News.

Ms. Klobuchar said she wants to 
fi nish reviewing the transcript of Mr. 
Barr’s confi rmation hearing before 
making a fi nal decision, but has “some 
very serious concerns” about his 
stances on special counsel Robert 
Mueller’s Russia investigation.

She also criticized Mr. Barr for his 
immigration views, which are in line 
with Mr. Trump’s. In his confi rmation 
hearing, Mr. Barr backed a border wall.

 — Jeff  Mordock

President Trump said in a Sunday 
tweetstorm that House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi has lost control of her 
party, becoming a “Radical Demo-
crat” in order to appease the Demo-
cratic Party’s far left.

“Nancy Pelosi has behaved so 
irrationally & has gone so far to the 
left that she has now offi  cially be-
come a Radical Democrat,” tweeted 
Mr. Trump. “She is so petrifi ed of the 
‘lefties’ in her party that she has lost 
control.”

He then went on to take a shot at 
the city that Mrs. Pelosi represents.

“And by the way, clean up the 
streets in San Francisco, they are 
disgusting!” he tweeted.

His tweet came after Ms. Pelosi 
rejected his Saturday border security 
and immigration deal, calling his 
proposals a “non-starter” that would 
likely fail in the House.

Mr. Trump noted that Democrats, 
including Ms. Pelosi, turned down his 
off er even before he made his tele-
vised speech, saying that they “don’t 
see crime & drugs, they only see 2020 
- which they are not going to win.”

— Valerie Richardson

REPUBLICANS

Trump says Pelosi has lost control of her party to ‘left ies’

INSIDEINSIDEINSIDE

POLITICS “Nancy Pelosi 
has behaved so 
irrationally & has 
gone so far to 
the left  that she 
has now become 
a Radical 
Democrat,” 
tweeted President 
Trump about 
House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, a 
Democrat.
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“I have said many times that I feel everyone has a right to exist. I feel everyone has a right 
to exist. I just don’t feel that anyone has a right to exist at the disposal of another group … 
Palestinians are also suff ering with a great crisis. And that there are other Jewish scholars 
who will sit here and say the same. I’m done talking about this. You can move on.”
— Women’s March national co-chair Tamika D. Mallory, refusing to say whether Israel has a “right to exist” in an interview

BY DAVID SHERFINSKI

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

House Democrats are planning to vote this week 
on a package of bills designed to prove that President 
Trump’s demand for a border wall is the only holdup 
to getting most of the rest of government funded.

The package compiles negotiated deals on every 
outstanding 2019 spending bill except for Homeland 
Security and represents compromises on all sides, 
while sidestepping fi ghts over abortion and the 2020 
census.

Democrats said these bills could have been passed 
last year, while the GOP was still in control of both 
chambers, had the border wall fi ght not derailed ac-
tion. They cast them as a way to advance the shutdown 
negotiations and open up those parts of government 
on which most folks agree.

“The president must sign these bills to reopen gov-
ernment immediately and stop holding the American 
people hostage with this senseless shutdown,” said 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, California Democrat.

Mrs. Pelosi and other Democrats swiftly rejected 
a new off er Mr. Trump made over the weekend in a 
bid to break the logjam: $5.7 billion for a U.S.-Mexico 
border wall, plus additional money for humanitar-
ian assistance and security at U.S. ports of entry and 
other items.

The deal would include a three-year extension of 
protections for “Dreamers,” immigrants who entered 
the U.S. as children illegally, and a three-year exten-
sion of the government’s Temporary Protected Status 
policies, which allow certain immigrants to stay in the 
U.S. amid extraordinary circumstances in their home 
countries, like ongoing war.

Democrats say they also plan to support additional 
funding for security at ports of entry and immigration 
judges, but that the fi nal package shouldn’t include 
money for a border wall.

Republicans said Mr. Trump’s good-faith off er 
should at least force Democrats to restart talks to 
end the shutdown.

“It’s time for Democrats to get to the negotiating 
table,” said Sen. Roy Blunt, Missouri Republican.

Republicans previously had dismissed the plan 
to vote on the package of negotiated non-DHS bills, 
saying there won’t be a settlement until Democrats 
agree to some funding for Mr. Trump’s border wall.

“It clearly could be part of a package that opens 
the government, and I’d be fi ne with that,” Mr. Blunt 
said. “But there’s no reason for us to be voting on bills 
that the president isn’t likely to sign.”

What the bills suggest is that Congress has ironed 
out all the big non-immigration wrinkles in the re-
maining bills.

For example, Democrats retreated on their demand 
to reverse the so-called Mexico City policy, which bars 
funding from going to foreign groups that perform or 
promote abortions. Mr. Trump had said any attempt 
to revoke the policy would be dead on arrival.

“If they send any legislation to my desk that 
weakens the protection of human life, I will issue 
a veto — and we have the support to uphold those 
vetoes,” the president said in a recorded message for 
last week’s March for Life.

But the bill would not write the Mexico City policy 
into law, as some Republicans had fought for.

The new package also wouldn’t protect special 
counsel Robert Mueller — a move some Democrats 
had demanded — nor would it prevent the adminis-
tration from asking a question about citizenship on 
the 2020 census.

The new bill instead includes general language 
encouraging the Census Bureau’s eff orts “aimed at 
maximizing self-response” to the census, according 
to an explanatory statement.

The courts could have the fi nal say on the issue. 
A federal judge last week blocked the administration 
from asking about citizenship in the census, saying 
offi  cials cut corners in their decision-making to add 
the question.

The package preserves compromises and wins 
from past spending fi ghts. It would prevent funding 
for inspections of facilities used to slaughter horses for 
human consumption, eff ectively banning the practice. 
Animal welfare advocates routinely fi ght to keep the 
de facto ban in place.

It preserves some provisions Republicans have 
pushed for on the environment, which include re-
stricting the government’s ability to regulate the 
lead content of ammunition and prohibiting the EPA 
from requiring Clean Water Act permits for certain 
kinds of farming.

But it leaves out a repeal of a GOP-sought provi-
sion intended to expand access to federal lands for 
hunting, fi shing and recreational shooting.

The bill also would override the president’s pro-
posed pay freeze for federal employees, giving them a 
1.9 percent pay increase for 2019. The initial House ver-
sion of the legislation didn’t include the pay increase.

Democrats are hoping that as the shutdown wears 
on, the number of GOP defections on individual bills 
to reopen the government will increase and ultimately 
pressure Mr. Trump and Republicans into making a 
deal that’s more to their liking.
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Democrats 
plan to pass 
spending bill 
package
Say plans could have 
been approved in 2018

BY S.A. MILLER

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

With the White House and congressional 
Democrats locked in battle over the government 
shutdown, the private sector has jumped in to 
help federal workers caught in the crossfi re.

Big business, mom-and-pop shops and com-
munity nonprofi ts have teamed up to off er aid to 
the roughly 800,000 government employees and 
contractors missing paychecks during the partial 
shutdown that has lasted more than a month.

From Taco Petes in Los Angeles to Barrio 
Cafe in Phoenix to Farm Burger in Atlanta, res-
taurants across the U.S. are serving free meals 
for furloughed federal workers.

Kiss rock legends Paul Stanley and Gene Sim-
mons announced that Transportation Security 
Administration employees working without pay 
can eat for free at their Rock & Brews restaurant 
chain.

“We are proud to operate restaurants at air-
ports and respect the diligent, hard work of each 
and every TSA employee to ensure the safety of 
travelers,” Mr. Simmons and Mr. Stanley said in 
a statement. “They touch our lives daily, and as 
long as they are working without pay, the least 
we can do is provide them with a delicious meal 
to show our support.”

Navy Federal Credit Union off ered members 
zero-interest loans to replace some of their 
missed direct-deposit paychecks up to $6,000.

The credit union has a large membership 

in the Washington, D.C., area and an estimated 
100,000 members hit by the shutdown, including 
workers in the Coast Guard and departments of 
Agriculture, Homeland Security, Interior, State 
and Transportation.

Since missing the fi rst paychecks beginning 
Jan. 11, about 16,000 members have taken out 
the no-payday loans, said Navy Federal Credit 
Union spokesman Mike Rudin.

“We just want them to feel secure and off er 
peace of mind during this diffi  cult time,” he said.

The credit union fi rst made the off er for a 
single pay period. But with the current impasse 
breaking the 21-day shutdown record from 1995-
1996, the credit union extended the off er for a 
second pay period.

Credit union offi  cials are monitoring the 
negotiations and considering what to do next, 
said Mr. Rudin.

The U.S. Employees Credit Union and the 
Congressional Federal Credit Union also are 
providing interest-free loans to account holders 
missing paychecks.

Banks off ering hardship programs for credit 
card, loan and mortgage customers stuck with-
out federal paychecks include Chase, Bank of 
America, Wells Fargo and Ally Financial.

Kraft has opened a pop-up grocery store in 
downtown Washington, giving federal work-
ers with a valid government ID a free bag of 
Kraft products such as macaroni and cheese, 
sliced cheese, salad dressing, mayonnaise and 
barbecue sauce.

The company called it the “Kraft Now Pay 
Later” program, asking recipients to pay it back 
with a donation to charity after the government 
fully reopens.

“During the government shutdown, parents 
should not have to worry about putting dinner 
on the table because they aren’t receiving a 
paycheck,” said Sergio Eleuterio, head of mar-
keting for Kraft. “This store is one way we can 
help those aff ected get the grocery staples they 
need. And we celebrate all who are doing their 
part to help.”

Amalgamated Transit Union off ered federal 
workers free meals last week at its headquarters 
in Silver Spring, Maryland.

“We have had some great crowds and are glad 
we can provide them some comfort and food 
during this diffi  cult time,” said ATU International 
President Larry Hanley.

In Baltimore, Safeway grocery stores teamed 
up with the Humane Society’s Bmore Kind Pet 
Food Bank to make sure aff ected employees don’t 
worry about feeding their pets. Safeway donated 
$10,000 worth of its own brand dog and cat food, 
according to the Humane Society.

“Baltimore Humane Society feels it’s the 
responsibility of all citizens to work together 
regardless of political affi  liation,” the Humane 
Society said in a statement.

A similar eff ort is underway with the Mont-
gomery County (Maryland) Animal Services and 
Adoption Center, according to Safeway parent 
company Albertsons.

ECONOMY

Across nation, businesses step up 
to assist workers during shutdown
Companies, charities of all sizes donate meals, food, pet kibble 
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Chef Creole owner Wilkinson Sejour hands out free hot meals to TSA workers at his restaurant at Miami International Airport.

BY STEPHEN DINAN

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Chances for a broader immigration deal in the 
future rest on Democrats’ ability to negotiate over 
the border wall and the government shutdown, top 
White House offi  cials said this weekend.

Vice President Mike Pence and presidential son-
in-law Jared Kushner said the only way to build trust 
after more than a decade of false starts on immigra-
tion is to have Democrats step up and negotiate after 
President Trump made a “good faith” off er.

“He wants to do broader immigration reform 
and I think if we can get through this, I think there 
is a way toward having a lot of next steps,” Mr. 
Kushner said.

Mr. Trump for his part teased what the next 
steps could be, saying “amnesty” for a variety of 
immigrants who live in the U.S. illegally is looming 
in the future.

“Amnesty will only be used on a much bigger 
deal,” he said.

The White House insists the proposal Mr. Trump 
laid out in a White House speech Saturday — grant-
ing three years’ legal status to “Dreamers” here 
under the Obama-era Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals program and to hundreds of thousands of 
migrants who would lose their permission to live 
in the U.S. once their humanitarian protections run 
out — is not an amnesty because it doesn’t include 
a pathway to citizenship.

“There is no amnesty in the president’s plan and 
there is no pathway to citizenship,” Mr. Pence told 

reporters at the White House, minutes after Mr. 
Trump laid out his proposal in an address from the 
Oval Offi  ce.

Conservative critics disagreed and groups that 
favor stricter immigration limits said the president 
has it wrong.

“Trading any form of amnesty for a small down 
payment on the border wall is not only a bad deal, but 
a betrayal of the trust of the American people,” said 
Dan Stein, president of the Federation for American 
Immigration Reform.

Activist Ann Coulter was even more pointed: 
“Trump proposes amnesty. We voted for Trump and 

got Jeb!” she tweeted, referring to former Florida 
Gov. Jeb Bush, one of Mr. Trump’s GOP opponents 
in 2016, who had been a prominent advocate for 
legalizing immigrants who live in the U.S. illegally.

Mr. Pence replied that the bill would only grant 
three years of legal status.

“This is not an amnesty bill,” he said.
The White House has asked for the Senate to vote 

on the bill this week. Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell has said he will hold a vote — though 
Democrats are expected to attempt a fi libuster.

The White House says if that happens, it will 
prolong the government shutdown, already in its 
fi fth week, and will ensure federal employees miss 
a second paycheck.

“If the bill is fi libustered Tuesday … they will 
not get paid,” said Mick Mulvaney, the acting White 
House chief of staff .

Democrats rejected that equation, saying Mr. 
Trump could open the government by signing spend-
ing bills now and put off  his immigration proposal 
for a later date.

And they said when Congress does tackle immi-
gration, it must be a broader plan that does include 
full citizenship rights for immigrants living in the 
U.S. illegally.

Republicans said there’s just not enough trust 
right now to talk about that sort of deal.

But Mr. Kushner said that trust could be built if 
Democrats are willing to negotiate on the president’s 
latest proposal.

“There is a lot that can be done on this topic,” 
he said.

IMMIGRATION

Pence, Kushner: Immigration deal lies with Democrats
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“Th ere is no amnesty in the president’s plan 
and there is no pathway to citizenship,” said Vice 
President Mike Pence about the proposed plan.
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J
ust when you think political 
discourse in America could not 
possibly get any dumber. Or 
more dishonest.

Along comes an(other) angry, 
bigoted mob.

First they got whipped up by last 
week’s decision by second lady Karen 
Pence to return to teaching. At a pri-
vate Christian school, this being Amer-
ica and all. You know, the birthplace of 
religious freedom and tolerance.

The ensuing meltdown was aston-
ishing, even by today’s moronic stan-
dards of public debate. By the end of 
the week, the phrase “Expose Christian 
Schools” went viral.

If only there were an ointment or 
a cure or a prophylactic for such a 
nasty virus. It makes people dumb 
and thoughtless and impairs their 
judgment. 

Left untreated, this virus causes 
people to froth at the mouth and spit 
invective at innocent strangers. Most 
often, this virus is associated with 
untreated, advanced-stage Trump 
Derangement Syndrome.

In mob form — particularly in the 
safety of online “forums” — those 
suff ering from this virus become fully 
infantile, develop deep paranoia and 
will lash out at complete strangers 
with ignorant, bigoted, racial and reli-
gious animus.

You know, the sort of behavior that 

is not accepted in any polite society 
any more today.

Full-grown adults, mothers and fa-
thers of actual children, were infected 
by the virus. They condemned not just 
Mrs. Pence but Christian schools gen-
erally and smeared an entire religion.

Adding to their rage was the 
prospect of the March for Life, an an-
nual gathering of tens of thousands of 
people — often hundreds of thousands 
— on the National Mall. 

Religious bigots have long despised 
the March for Life, a remarkable gath-
ering of peaceful people giving voice 
to the truly voiceless. These people do 
this every year on what always seems 
like the coldest day of the year. (Also, 
they are famous for never leaving 
behind any trash.)

But with “Expose Christian 
Schools” a trending rage, the lusty 

mob smelled blood. Their Twitter tiki 
torches were burning hot, their shiny 
forceps glinting in the sun. 

They went in search of victims to 
jeer and bully and smear with their 
vitriol. They found them on the steps 
of the Lincoln Memorial. Young stu-
dents from a Catholic high school in 
Kentucky.

The internet mob — is there a more 
ignorant, prejudiced or cowardly mob? 
— was relentless. Accusing the young 
boys who had fi nished the March for 
Life of disrespecting an elderly gentle-
man who wandered into their group, 
banging a drum. 

The off ense: One boy stood there 
watching the man, smiling, as the man 
banged the drum inches from his nose. 
Nearby, other boys continued with the 
school chants they were reciting when 
the drummer walked up.

The bigoted mob denounced the 
boys for the color of their skin and 
ridiculed them for their religion. The 
lusty mob found out where the boys 
attended school and began harassing 
school offi  cials. 

Within hours, the mob — many of 
them grown adults with children of 
their own — had so thoroughly de-
stroyed these young boys’ reputations 
that the students feared they would be 
expelled from school.

Surely, once the mob has put away 
its tiki torches and turned off  the inter-
net, cooler heads will prevail.

Still, left behind by the angry mob 
is the most appalling pile of garbage 
that will follow these boys for the rest 
of their lives. 

⦁ Contact Charles Hurt at churt@
washingtontimes.com or on Twitter @
charleshurt.

Twitter tiki torch mob goes after March for Life
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 BY CHARLES HURT

BY VALERIE RICHARDSON

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Republicans unleashed Sunday on the 
media “obsession” with tearing down 
President Trump after last week’s uproar 
over a since-disputed article in BuzzFeed, 
while the news outlet continued to stand 
by its report.

“I think what it says more about is the 
obsession of many in the national media 
to attack this president for any reason, 
for any allegation, for any report in the 
media,” said Vice President Mike Pence 
on “Fox News Sunday.”

“It was remarkable for what we saw 
happening for 24 hours in the media on 
the basis of the report that appeared in 
BuzzFeed,” he said. “I just think it’s one of 
the reasons why people are so frustrated 
with many in the national media and the 
constant obsession on this.”

The Thursday night article, citing “two 
federal law enforcement sources,” alleged 
that Mr. Trump told his then-lawyer 
Michael Cohen to lie to Congress about 
negotiations on the Trump Tower in Mos-
cow, which prompted a rare statement 
from special counsel Robert Mueller’s 

offi  ce on Friday evening that bluntly 
contradicted the report.

“BuzzFeed’s description of specifi c 
statements to the Special Counsel’s Of-
fi ce, and characterization of documents 
and testimony obtained by this offi  ce, 
regarding Michael Cohen’s Congressional 
testimony are not accurate,” said Mueller 
spokesman Peter Carr in a statement.

Trump personal attorney Rudolph W. 
Giuliani called the report “truly fake news 
and disgusting.”

“The reality is, yesterday BuzzFeed 
published a story that was scandalous,” 
Mr. Giuliani said. “It was horrible. They 
should be sued, under investigation. That’s 
because you have a hysteria going on 
in the media that interprets everything 
against Donald Trump.”

Host Jake Tapper fi red back, “There’s 
no hysteria here, sir.”

Before it was disputed, the story 
heightened speculation that Mr. Trump 
could be impeached or forced to resign 
if the accusations were true. BuzzFeed 
continued Sunday to stand by its story.

“We have further confi rmation that 
this is right. We’ve been told to stand our 
ground,” reporter Anthony Cormier told 

CNN’s “Reliable Sources.” “Our reporting 
is going to be borne out to be accurate. 
We’re 100 percent behind it.”

Who told him that? “I’m not going to 
talk about the sources,” Mr. Cormier said 
on CNN’s “Reliable Sources,” but added 
that “the same two sources that we used in 
that story are standing behind it, as are we.”

Host Brian Stetler asked about dis-
crepancies between versions told by Mr. 
Cormier, who has said he did not see the 
government documents described in the 
story, and co-reporter Jason Leopold, who 
told MSNBC that “we’ve seen documents.”

“[We] can’t really get into the details 
there,” Mr. Cormier said, citing the pos-
sibility of a leak investigation.

Sen. John Kennedy, Louisiana Republi-
can, said Sunday that “BuzzFeed also has 
to answer to the fact that Mueller said 
it’s not true.”

“What happened with respect to the 
BuzzFeed article — it was embarrassing,” 
Mr. Kennedy said on CBS’s “Face the 
Nation.” “I think the First Amendment 
was bruised.”

Mr. Kennedy said that he was less 
concerned about the report, which could 
have been an honest mistake, than by the 

reaction.
“Look, reporters make mistakes. We 

all do,” Mr. Kennedy said, adding, “What 
surprised me was not that somebody 
made a mistake, intentional or not, but it 
was astonishing to me that so many folks 
didn’t stop and say, ‘Hey, you know, let’s 
think about this. Could this be true? Who 
are the sources? Had these particular 
reporters had problems before?’”

Mr. Leopold has what CNN described 
as a “checkered past,” including a 2002 pla-
giarism scandal, although he has made a 
comeback in recent years. He was a fi nalist 
for a 2018 Pulitzer Prize in international 
reporting.

Mr. Kennedy added, “It was almost as 
if some of the reporting was not reporting. 
It was just wishful thinking, and I think 
that hurts the First Amendment.”

The president has frequently ripped 
what he describes as the Mueller “witch 
hunt” over Russia collusion, but Mr. Pence 
noted that “the president expressed his 
appreciation to the special counsel for 
clarifying that that report was inaccurate.”

“This was a week where I think the 
American people saw the hyper partisan-
ship among Democrats to assume the 
worst about this president and many in the 
national media’s willingness to assume the 
worst about the president,” Mr. Pence said.

MEDIA

BuzzFeed sticks by disputed Trump 
Tower report as GOP blasts media bias
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“Th e reality is, yesterday BuzzFeed published a story that was scandalous,” said 
Rudolph W. Giuliani, President Trump’s personal attorney. He called it “fake news.”
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Mr. Trump.
Mr. Schiff ’s rebuttal report down-

played the dossier’s role. His version was 
overwhelmingly accepted by the liberal 
media, which declared the Nunes memo 
“debunked.”

Nunes supporters say his assessment 
has survived the test of time as more 
information reaches daylight. In July, 
the FBI released a redacted copy of the 
FISA application to which Mr. Nunes had 
referred. Supporters say its information 
dovetailed with his report.

The most recent disclosure is Mr. 
Ohr’s closed-door testimony in August 
to a joint House judiciary-oversight task 
force. Parts of the transcript were fi rst 
reported Jan. 14 by The Epoch Times.

Point by point
⦁ Mr. Schiff ’s report downplayed Mr. 

Ohr’s dossier role. At the time, Mr. Ohr 
was an associate deputy attorney general 
who reported to the No. 2 offi  cial in the 
Justice Department.

“The majority mischaracterizes Bruce 
Ohr’s role, overstates the signifi cance of 
his interaction with Steele. … Bruce Ohr 
took the initiative to inform the FBI of 
what he knew and the Majority does 
him a grave disservice by suggesting he 
is part of some malign conspiracy,” the 
Schiff  report states.

Ohr testimony: For months, Mr. Ohr 
was the key link among the FBI, Mr. 
Steele and Fusion GPS, the fi rm that 
handled him as he submitted anti-Trump 
memos from June to December 2016.

Mr. Ohr was unclear about his motive 
for his self-appointed mission. His wife, 
Nellie, worked at Fusion as an anti-Trump 
researcher. She provided a thumb drive 

of her work, which Mr. Ohr handed to 
the FBI. Mr. Ohr also delivered a thumb 
drive from Fusion that contained dos-
sier memos.

He met with Mr. Steele in July 2016 
and had sessions with Fusion co-founder 
Glenn Simpson. They both provided 
anti-Trump allegations that Mr. Ohr 
provided the FBI.

Mr. Ohr’s messenger job for Mr. Steele 
continued until November 2017.

⦁ Mr. Schiff ’s report said Mr. Ohr 
didn’t go to the FBI with the Steele allega-
tions until November 2016, a month after 
the FBI executed its fi rst spy warrant on 
Carter Page. Mr. Schiff ’s timeline asserts 
that Mr. Ohr’s feed had no eff ect on the 
FBI’s FISA application.

Ohr testimony: Mr. Schiff ’s chronol-
ogy is wrong. Mr. Ohr fi rst met with Mr. 
Steele in July and personally conveyed 
the allegations at FBI headquarters in Au-
gust to Andrew McCabe, the bureau’s No. 
2 agent, and his legal counsel, Lisa Page.

Mr. Ohr met again with Mr. Steele in 
September. In October, before the FISA 
application, he met with Peter Strzok, 
the agent leading the Trump investiga-
tion, which he opened on July 31. He 
also spoke with Ms. Page and Andrew 
Weissmann, a Justice Department lawyer 
now on special counsel Robert Muel-
ler’s team.

After the election in late November, 
Mr. Ohr again met with Mr. Strzok 
and Ms. Page. He also was introduced 
to agent Joe Pientka, who became his 
go-between.

In September, Mr. Strzok sent his 
counterintelligence team to London to 
gain more information from Mr. Steele, 
who provided dossier memos. At the 
time, the FBI knew that Russian agents 
had hacked Democratic Party computers 
and had sent stolen emails to WikiLeaks. 
The anti-secrecy website released the 
emails in July, September and October, 
creating scores of news stories on inter-
nal Clinton campaign operations.

⦁ Mr. Schiff ’s report defended the 
FBI against Mr. Nunes’ charge that the 
bureau hid the dossier’s pure partisan-
ship. The California Democrat pointed 
to a FISA warrant application footnote: 
“The FBI speculates that the identifi ed 
U.S. person was likely looking for infor-
mation that could be used to discredit 
candidate #1’s campaign.”

The “U.S. person” was Fusion GPS 
co-founder Glenn Simpson.

Ohr testimony: When meeting with 
the FBI before the FISA application, 
Mr. Ohr knew Fusion was linked to the 
Clinton camp and warned Mr. McCabe 
that Mr. Steele was “desperate” to sink 
Mr. Trump.

In other words, the FBI knew fi rst-
hand of Fusion’s motives, as opposed to 
“speculates.”

Of the August 2016 FBI meeting, Mr. 
Ohr testifi ed: “When I spoke with the 

FBI, I told them my wife was working 
for Fusion GPS. I told them Fusion GPS 
was doing research on Donald Trump. 
You know, I don’t know if I used the term 
opposition research, but certainly that 
was my — what I tried to convey to them. 
I told them this is the information I had 
gotten from Chris Steele. At some point, 
and I don’t remember exactly when, I 
don’t think it was the fi rst conversation, 
I told them that Chris Steele was desper-
ate that Donald Trump not get elected.”

He added: “What I would say is that, 
in evaluating any information that I 
transmitted to the FBI, I wanted the FBI 
to be aware of any possible bias.”

Question: “So you believe there was 
the possibility of bias?”

Mr. Ohr: “Yes.”
He also testifi ed: “I defi nitely had a 

very strong impression that he did not 
want Donald Trump to win, because he 
believed his information he was giving 
me was accurate, and that he was, as I 
said, very concerned, or he was desper-
ate, which is what I then told the FBI.”

Th e fallout
Overall, Mr. Ohr’s testimony shows 

he played a major role in inserting Mr. 
Steele’s anti-Trump allegations inside 
the upper echelons of FBI headquarters. 
What followed was Mr. Strzok’s decision 
to dispatch agents to London in Septem-
ber to receive their fi rst dossier copies.

Mr. Ohr also gave the agency copies, 
as did Obama appointees at the State 
Department and Sen. John McCain, 
who hand-delivered a copy to then-FBI 
Director James B. Comey.

Beyond Mr. Ohr’s House testimony, 
Mr. Nunes’ supporters have pointed to 
other supposed errors in Mr. Schiff ’s 
2018 report.

Mr. Schiff  said the FBI “independently 
corroborated” Mr. Steele’s allegation 
that Mr. Page, while on a public trip to 

Moscow in July 2016, met with two as-
sociates of Russian President Vladimir 
Putin. They off ered Mr. Page, an energy 
investor who had lived in Moscow, bribes 
for working to ease U.S. sanctions.

Mr. Page has repeatedly denied any 
such meetings took place.

If Mr. Steele’s allegations were in fact 
confi rmed, as Mr. Schiff  said in 2018, they 
have not shown up in any Mueller court 
fi lings or charges against Mr. Page.

Overall, not one of Mr. Steele’s Rus-
sia election collusion charges against 
Mr. Trump and his associates has been 
confi rmed publicly.

Mr. McCabe told the committee in 
December 2017 that the FBI hadn’t con-
fi rmed Mr. Steele’s charges. He also 
said the dossier was essential to gaining 
court-approved wiretaps.

In November 2016, an internal FBI 
report graded Mr. Steele’s dossier as only 
“minimally corroborated.”

Mr. McCabe was fi red for allegedly 
lying to investigators for the Justice 
Department inspector general.

He opened an investigation into 
whether Mr. Trump was a Russian agent 
after the president fi red Mr. Comey in 
May 2017, The New York Times reported.

Mr. Strzok was fi red for a stream of 
text messages with Ms. Page denigrating 
Mr. Trump and discussing how to “stop” 
him. Ms. Page resigned.

The Ohr-Steele link continued until 
November 2017. Mr. Steele would call or 
text, and Mr. Ohr would pass along his 
latest charges to the FBI.

CNN reported that Mr. Steele met 
with Mr. Mueller’s staff  in October 2017.

Meanwhile, Mr. Schiff , an active Twit-
ter user, hasn’t responded to Mr. Ohr’s 
testimony.

House Democrats have said they have 
no interest in continuing the probe into 
Mr. Steele or into how the FBI investi-
gated Mr. Trump.

DOSSIER
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Justice Department offi  cial Bruce Ohr 
was the key link among the FBI, dossier 
writer Christopher Steele and Fusion 
GPS, the fi rm that was handling him.

BY VALERIE RICHARDSON

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

All presidential contenders bring 
baggage to their campaigns, and for Sen. 
Kirsten Gillibrand, New York Democrat, 
the issue coming back to haunt her is 
political opportunism.

She defended herself Sunday against 
charges that she has done what it takes to 
advance her political career by, for exam-
ple, switching positions on immigration 
and declaring in October that she would 
fi nish her six-year term, only to change 
her mind after winning re-election.

Then there’s the Al Franken matter. 
Some Democrats — including some top 
donors — still resent her for leading the 
charge against the Democratic senator 
from Minnesota, who resigned in 2017 
amid multiple groping allegations.

Ms. Gillibrand insisted she had no 
regrets, arguing that Mr. Franken had 

“eight credible allegations of groping 
and sexual harassment against him,” 
and that his decision to step down was 
on him, not her.

“That was my decision, my decision 
not to remain silent,” she said on CNN’s 
“State of the Union.” “Sen. Franken made 
his own decision. He was entitled to 
whatever process he wanted, he was 
entitled to stay in the Senate as long as 
he wanted, he chose to resign. And if 
some very wealthy donors in our party 
are angry about that, that’s on them.”

Among her critics are Democratic 
megadonor George Soros, who accused 
her of trying to “improve her chances” 
for a 2020 presidential bid by turning 
on Mr. Franken, according to The Wash-
ington Post.

On her previous tough stance on il-
legal immigration, Ms. Gillibrand said 
she “realized the things I had said were 
wrong.”

“I was not caring about others, I was 
not fi ghting for other people’s kids the 
same way I was fi ghting for my own, and 
I was wrong to feel that way,” she said.

Ms. Gillibrand, who has formed an 
exploratory committee for the 2020 
Democratic presidential nomination, 
also denied that she had anything in com-
mon with President Trump, even when 
she campaigned for the House in 2008 
on an anti-amnesty platform.

“This president has sown fear and 
division that just makes us weaker,” said 
Ms. Gillibrand, “I think what he’s done 
is so horrible and so mean-spirited that 
I am nothing like him and never will be, 
because my values haven’t changed.”

Asked whether her previous position 
on immigration was racist, she replied, 
“They certainly weren’t empathetic and 
they weren’t kind and I did not think 
about suff ering in other people’s lives.”

The Buff alo News said in a Friday 

op-ed that she “fl at-out lied” when she 
stated during an October debate that she 
would serve out her full Senate term if 
re-elected.

At the time, she said, “I will serve my 
six-year term.” What changed? She cited 
Sunday the Democratic Party’s success in 

fl ipping the House in November, adding, 
“It takes time to think about these things.”

“I needed time to make that decision, 
a real decision about whether this is 
something that I believe I am called to 
do, and I do believe that and that’s why I 
am running,” Ms. Gillibrand said.

ELECTION 2020

Gillibrand’s stances on Franken, 
immigration hang over 2020 hopes

BY VALERIE RICHARDSON

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The anti-Semitism issue failed to 
stop some prominent Democrats from 
turning up Saturday at Women’s March 
events across the country, but members 
of Congress largely stayed away from 
the fl agship march in Washington, D.C.

No national Democrats spoke at the 
Freedom Plaza rally on Pennsylvania 
Avenue, which would have required them 
to share the stage with Women’s March 
national co-chairs Bob Bland, Tamika 
D. Mallory, Carmen Perez-Jordan, and 
Linda Sarsour.

Instead, Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand of 
New York gave a speech at the Iowa State 
Capitol in Des Moines. Rep. Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez showed up at the two 

competing marches in New York City, 
and Rep. Rashida Tlaib of Michigan 
rallied the crowd inside the Charles H. 
Wright Museum of African American 
History in Detroit.

“We got the House this year, and 
we’re going to get all the houses next 
year, including the White House,” said 
Ms. Ocasio-Cortez at the rally for the 
Women’s March Alliance, which is unaf-
fi liated with the Women’s March NYC.

Asked about anti-Semitism and the 
Women’s March, Ms. Ocasio-Cortez de-
fl ected, saying that “concerns of anti-
Semitism with the current administration 
in the White House are absolutely valid.”

What about with the Women’s March? 
“The reason all of these people are com-
ing together is to make sure that the rights 
of women are protected and advanced,” 
she told a reporter with The Hill. “I know 
in my heart that all of the New Yorkers 
that are coming down here today and 
coming downtown are coming in that 
spirit and not in the other spirit.”

For the third year, the march soldiered 
on, bringing out smaller but still feisty 
anti-Trump crowds despite a drop in 
momentum stemming in large part from 
the leadership’s associations with Nation 
of Islam Minister Louis Farrakhan.

Ms. Gillibrand, a contender for the 
2020 Democratic presidential nomina-
tion, addressed the anti-Semitism issue 
Saturday in a tweet, saying, “I want to 
say this loud and clear: There is no room 
for anti-Semitism in this march or this 
movement.”

Other Democratic lawmakers who 
joined marches in their home states 
included Rep. Ayanna Pressley of Mas-
sachusetts; Rep. Debbie Dingell and 
Sen. Debbie Stabenow of Michigan; 
Rep. Katie Hill of California; and Rep. 
Ilhan Omar of Minnesota, according to 
news reports.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi walked 
with the crowd in San Francisco, as 
shown on tweets and video.

Governors who attended state march 

events included Ned Lamont of Connect-
icut and Gretchen Whitmer of Michigan, 
while Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti 
and New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio 
were also on hand for the third annual 
marches in their cities.

Some marches were sponsored by 
groups that have publicly disassociated 
themselves from the Women’s March, 
citing concerns about anti-Semitism, an 
issue that has been linked to a signifi cant 
drop in support and calls for the four co-
chairs to resign.

The Women’s March leaders sought to 
tamp down the bigotry uproar at the rally 
by showcasing several Jewish speakers 
and condemning anti-Semitism.

“I want to be unequivocal in affi  rming 
that my sisters and I condemn anti-Sem-
itism and homophobia and transphobia 
in all forms,” said Ms. Perez-Jordan in 
her speech. “There is no excuse for 
bigotry. There is no excuse for hate. But 
if this movement is to go and prosper, 
there must be, in times of confl ict, an 

opportunity for truth and reconciliation.”
Ms. Mallory, who came under fi re last 

week for refusing to condemn Nation of 
Islam leader Louis Farrakhan, pushed 
back against media reports and declared, 
“do not let anyone tell you who I am.”

In Washington, D.C., thousands gath-
ered at Freedom Plaza, but the crowd was 
a far cry from the estimated half-million 
participants who fl ooded the National 
Mall at the 2017 Women’s March in a 
mass show of opposition on the left to 
the election of President Trump.

The crowd made a four-block loop 
past the Trump Hotel before returning 
to Freedom Plaza for a nearly four-hour 
rally featuring speakers and musicians.

Addressing the crowd, in addition 
to the co-chairs, were leftist activists 
with groups such as United We Dream, 
Black Lives Matter, Center for Popular 
Democracy, National Action Network, 
Indigenous Peoples March, labor unions, 
and the NAACP branch in Washington, 
D.C.

CONGRESS

Top congressional Democrats avoid Women’s March in D.C.
Gave speeches at 
other rallies, events
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“I was not caring about others, I was not fi ghting for other people’s kids the same way I 
was fi ghting for my own, and I was wrong to feel that way,” said Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand. 
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BOSTON | A major winter storm 
brought some of the coldest tempera-
tures of the season and covered a large 
swath of the country in snow as it 
wreaked havoc on air travel and caused 
slick road conditions throughout New 
England on Sunday.

The National Weather Service issued 
winter storm warnings or advisories for 
part or all of at least 15 states stretching 
from southeast Missouri to the northern 
tip of Maine ahead of the weekend storm.

Nearly 2,000 fl ights were canceled 
around the country Sunday, with Boston 
Logan International Airport being one of 
the hardest hit, according to FlightAware, 
a fl ight tracking company.

Typically bustling security lines, tick-
eting counters and baggage claims were 
largely deserted Sunday morning at 
Logan airport, but some stranded pas-
sengers lingered.

“We’ve been sleeping, playing ‘Candy 
Crush,’” said Xavi Ortega, a 32-year old 
engineer whose 10:30 p.m. fl ight to Bar-
celona was canceled.

Mr. Ortega said he and his wife, who 
reside in the Spanish city, slept overnight 
at the airport and wouldn’t be able to get 
onto another fl ight until Sunday night.

Meanwhile, residents along the heav-
ily populated coast from New York to 
Boston awoke Sunday having largely 
escaped major snowfall but bracing for 
plummeting temperatures that will likely 
lead to a hard freeze and potentially 
dangerous conditions.

Manhattan saw mostly rain, cit-
ies along Connecticut, Rhode Island 
and Massachusetts’ coast recorded 2 
to 5 inches, but mountainous interior 

communities were blanketed in fresh 
snow.

The Adirondacks in upstate New York 
recorded up to 20 inches in certain areas, 
while western Massachusetts’ Berkshires 
saw as much as 10 inches. Parts of the 
Vermont have registered a foot of snow 
and could see up to another foot by the 
time the storm is over.

Meteorologists warned the primary 
concern now is plunging temperatures 
that will be some of the coldest felt so 
far this season.

Wind chills were expected to hit in 
the teens in the New York City area, 25 
below in Albany and down to 40 below 
in the Adirondacks.

In New England, they’re expected to 
fall to as low as 20 below zero around 
Boston, 30 below zero in the Berkshires 
and as low as 35 below zero in parts of 
Vermont, Maine and New Hampshire.

Offi  cials warned people to limit their 
time outside to prevent frostbite and 
avoid treacherous travel conditions. 
They also said to prepare for fl ooding 
and power outages in places.

“It’s life-threatening,” said Ray 
O’Keefe, a meteorologist with the Na-
tional Weather Service in Albany. “These 
are dangerous conditions that we’re 
going to be in and they’re prolonged, 
right through tomorrow.”

As of Sunday at noon, utilities in Con-
necticut were reporting more than 19,000 
customers without power and more out-
ages were expected in the region as ice 
accumulated on trees and power lines.

Amtrak canceled some trains Satur-
day from Chicago to Washington and 
New York and between New York and 
Boston and Pennsylvania on Sunday.

A ferry service route across Lake Cham-
plain between Vermont and New York was 

also closed Sunday and fl ights were mostly 
canceled at Vermont’s Burlington Inter-
national Airport and New Hampshire’s 
Manchester-Boston Regional Airport.

The powerful, wide-ranging storm was 
caused by the clash of an Arctic high-pressure 
system with a low-pressure system coming 
through the Ohio Valley. It caused travel 
problems as it dumped up to 10 inches of 
snow on parts of the Midwest on Saturday.

In Chicago, a plane skidded from a slick 
runway at O’Hare International Airport. 
No injuries were reported. In Kansas, 
a snowplow driver was killed when his 
vehicle rolled over. And in southeastern 
Missouri, slippery conditions caused a 
15-vehicle crash on Interstate 55.

President Trump urged Americans af-
fected by the winter storm to “be careful” 
in a tweet early Sunday, but, as he’s done 
in the past, he confl ated the short-term 
weather phenomenon with longer-term 

climate change.
The White House’s own National Cli-

mate Assessment recently rejected the 
idea that a particular plunge in tempera-
tures can cast uncertainty on whether 

the Earth is warming.
“Amazing how big this system is,” Mr. 

Trump tweeted. “Wouldn’t be bad to have 
a little of that good old fashioned Global 
Warming right now!”

NATION
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Miguel Delao of Norwood, Massachusetts shovels snow Sunday. A winter storm that blanketed most of the Midwest with snow 
over the weekend barreled toward New England, where it was expected to cause transportation havoc.

Crews clear snow at the Albany International Airport in Colonie, New York, on Sunday. 
Wind chills are expected to hit 25 below in the city and 40 below in the Adirondacks.

Bitter cold sinks in across nation, 
weather warnings issued in 15 states
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ALBANY, N.Y. | Eff orts to legalize mari-
juana for recreational use in New York 
are gaining steam, and Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo predicts a bill will pass this 
year. But don’t expect to see pot shops 
opening up from Brooklyn to Buff alo 
anytime soon.

While there’s broad agreement on the 
idea of legalization, there’s no consensus 
on a long list of details that must be 
fi gured out fi rst.

Taxes and regulations must be ap-
proved. Rules for licensing retailers must 
be written. A new government entity 
may have to be created. Local govern-
ments will have to be brought in.

Even after a bill passes, it could take a 
year or more for any pot shops to open, 
based on what’s happened in other states 
and New York’s own experience with 
medical marijuana.

While reaching a compromise will 
prove diffi  cult, lawmakers in New York say 
they have the advantages of seeing what’s 
worked and what hasn’t in other states that 
have eliminated the ban. That growing list 
includes Washington, Colorado, California 

and now neighboring Massachusetts.

 Legalize what, exactly?
First off , lawmakers will have to set 

the broad parameters of the law. All 
legalization proposals so far would elimi-
nate legal penalties for the adult use of 
marijuana in a private home. Almost all 
would permit retail shops where people 
could buy the product.

But what about Amsterdam-style 
pot cafes, where users could partake on 
site, while perhaps enjoying food, a cup 
of coff ee or even an alcoholic beverage? 
Would people be allowed to consume 
marijuana outside? In their cars? At ho-
tels? While children are present? Should 
local governments be able to prohibit 
pot shops in a certain town or county?

States have taken their own approach 
to each question. California allows 
pot cafes, while other states do not. 

Washington, the fi rst state to legalize 
marijuana, requires users to smoke in 
their own homes or, if they rent, with 
their landlord’s permission. Vermont’s 
law legalizes possession and use of mari-
juana but makes no provisions for retail 
sales.

So far, the 10 states that have legalized 
weed have all put in place a minimum 
age of 21, mirroring the rules for alcohol. 
Some supporters, including the New 
York Public Interest Research Group, 
say the age should be set at 18 in New 
York, arguing that picking 21 would only 
push younger users to the black market.

 How fast and how many?
Will the state create a new agency 

to oversee marijuana, put it under the 
control of an existing offi  ce, such as the 
Department of Health, which oversees 
medical marijuana, or leave much of the 

decision to local governments?
The answer could determine how 

many retail shops are ultimately allowed, 
and when they might open.

New York has a history of taking a 
slow, cautious approach when it comes to 
pot. Lawmakers approved medical mari-
juana in 2014, but in a limited fashion. 
Only a handful of dispensaries were au-
thorized, and only non-smokable forms 
of cannabis were allowed. Even then, the 
fi rst dispensaries didn’t open for nearly 
18 months.

 Th e opposition
Democrats now control New York’s 

Assembly, Senate and the governor’s of-
fi ce, giving marijuana supporters a clear 
path to legal marijuana this year. But op-
ponents remain, and they’ll do what they 
can to fi ght or limit legalization.

“Legalizing recreational marijuana 

could likely adversely impact the health 
of a great many New Yorkers,” Sarah 
Ravenhall, director of the state Associa-
tion of County Health Offi  cials, wrote in 
an op-ed published Thursday.

The group questions how the state 
will discourage pregnant or nurs-
ing women from consuming pot, and 
whether enough will be done to keep the 
drug out of the hands of minors.

Local prosecutors have pointed out 
that law enforcement will have to con-
sider the best ways of testing marijuana 
impairment in drivers, a diffi  cult goal 
since the active ingredients in marijuana 
can stay in the bloodstream for weeks 
— long after the eff ects have worn off .  

Taxes
Among the toughest questions will be 

how much to charge in taxes and what 
to do with the revenue. And there’s no 
shortage of ideas.

Some have suggested revenue could 
support repairs to New York City’s aging 
subway system. Others want it spent 
on eff orts to fi ght addiction and mental 
health. Many say it should just go into the 
state’s general fund, like revenue from 
other taxes and fees. 

NEW YORK

Thorny questions threaten to slow 
legal recreational pot in New York
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CHICAGO | Activists and others who 
were disappointed by the outcome of 
two historic cases involving the killing 
of black teenager Laquan McDonald 
by a white Chicago police offi  cer see a 
way forward — by turning tragedy into 
political power.

A judge on Friday sentenced former 
Chicago police offi  cer Jason Van Dyke 
to less than seven years in prison for 
McDonald’s 2014 death.

Video of Van Dyke fi ring 16 shots at 
McDonald as he walked away from the 
offi  cer prompted protests, a U.S. Justice 
Department investigation of the Chi-
cago Police Department and the fi ring 
of the police superintendent, among 
other changes. It also was a key piece 
of evidence in Van Dyke’s trial, when 
a jury last year found him guilty of 
second-degree murder and 16 counts of 
aggravated battery.

The judge’s sentence of six years 
and nine months — less than half of the 

penalty sought by prosecutors — means 
the 40-year-old could be released in just 
over three years. It came a day after a 
diff erent judge acquitted three other 
Chicago police offi  cers accused of lying 
about the shooting to protect Van Dyke.

Activist William Calloway, who 
helped force Mayor Rahm Emanuel to 
release police video of the shooting, said 
he and other community members were 
“heartbroken” by the judges’ decisions, 
but won’t give up seeking changes.

“If you’re a black Chicagoan, don’t 
protest. Don’t take to the streets,” he said. 
“It’s time we take to the polls.”

Mr. Calloway is trying to defeat a fi ve-
term alderman in local elections next 
month to win a seat on the Chicago City 
Council. He has criticized the incumbent 
and other black aldermen for not doing 
enough to change the culture of a police 
force that has long had a reputation of ra-
cial bias and condoning police brutality.

The McDonald shooting already has 
been a major factor in Chicago politics.

The charges against Van Dyke were 
announced in 2015, the same day City 

Hall — under a judge’s order — released 
the video.

The case was widely seen as the rea-
son the county’s top prosecutor, Anita 
Alvarez, was voted out of offi  ce a few 
months later, and it’s thought to be a 
factor in Mr. Emanuel’s decision not to 
seek a third term next month.

Roughly a dozen candidates are run-
ning to replace him, and almost all of 
them blasted both judges’ decisions this 
week and what they said was a lack of 
accountability for offi  cers who commit 
crimes while on duty.

“With so many members of our Black 
and Brown communities criminalized and 
jailed for non-violent drug off enses, Van 
Dyke’s sentence today shows that our lives 
don’t matter,” Cook County Board Presi-
dent Toni Preckwinkle, a top candidate 
who is black, said in a written statement.

The impact has extended to com-
munities outside Chicago, said Rashad 
Robinson, president of the national civil 
rights organization Color Of Change.

The group worked with Chicago-area 
activists to unseat Ms. Alvarez, with a 

“Bye, Anita” campaign. It also has helped 
elect new district attorneys in places like 
Philadelphia and in St. Louis County, 
where a white offi  cer wasn’t charged 
with the 2014 killing of Michael Brown, 
a black and unarmed 18-year-old, in 
Ferguson, Missouri.

Color of Change opened an offi  ce in 
downtown Ferguson to support Wesley 
Bell, who last fall was the fi rst black to be 
elected St. Louis County circuit attorney. 
Mr. Bell’s fi rst action after taking offi  ce 
was to remove three veteran assistant 
prosecutors, including one who played 
a role in presenting evidence to a grand 
jury in the case. He also has made policy 
changes, such as ending prosecutions for 
most marijuana possession cases.

“The killing of Laquan and that video 
is one of the many catalysts that have 
sparked this current movement we’re 
in of prosecutor accountability,” Mr. 
Robinson said. “Our metric of success 
as a movement can’t solely be based 
on whether or not police offi  cers go to 
prison, but that the culture of policing 
changes in this country.”

ILLINOIS

Chicagoans call for action after Van Dyke, offi  cer rulings
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Former police offi  cer Jason Van Dyke was 
sentenced to less than seven years for 
the shooting death of Laquan McDonald. 

“I’ll tell you what you should do. You should go listen to Sean Hannity, Rush Limbaugh and Ann 
Coulter, because they’re running this government. And they have forced this president into a trap.”
— Fox News host and political analyst Juan Williams



TEXAS

Mayor increases rivalry
between MLK Day parades

HOUSTON | For more than two 
decades, Houston has had competing 
parades on Martin Luther King Jr. Day, 
with organizers lobbing allegations 
of favoritism and conspiracy at each 
other and at city offi  cials as the groups 
battled over permits and preferred 
starting times.

Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner, 
up for re-election in November, hoped 
to put an end to the dueling events this 
year in a city where about a quarter of 
the population is black.

But his decision that the city would 
offi  cially support one parade — the 
one that also happens to be the nation’s 
oldest such event honoring King — 
seems to have brought the rivalry to a 
new level.

Instead of backing down, organizer 
Charles Stamps invited two of Mr. 
Turner’s biggest political challengers 
to join his MLK Grande Parade, which 
will take place at the same time and 
within miles of the city-backed Origi-
nal MLK Jr. Day Parade.

— Associated Press

OREGON

Deputies kill man aft er deadly
attacks on family members

PORTLAND | Authorities say a 
42-year-old Oregon man killed four 
members of his family and was shot 
dead by sheriff ’s deputies as he tried to 
kill a girl.

The Clackamas County Sheriff ’s Of-
fi ce on Sunday said Mark Gago killed 
his parents, his girlfriend and their 
infant daughter.

The Oregonian reported that depu-
ties arrived at the home late Saturday.

Sgt. Brian Jensen said the homicide 
victims were not shot.

Investigators found many weapons 
including swords and were trying to 
determine what was used to kill each 
person.

The sheriff ’s offi  ce said the victims 
are Olivia Gago, 9 months; Shaina 
Sweitzer, 31; Pamela Bremer, 64; and 
Jerry Bremer, 66.

Mark Gago lived at the home 20 
miles south of Portland with the 
victims.

Ms. Sweitzer’s 8-year-old daughter 
from a previous relationship survived. 

— Associated Press

ARIZONA

Tribal exemption from work
requirement sets precedent

FLAGSTAFF | Arizona has become the 
only state in the country where members 
of federally recognized tribes are exempt 
from work or volunteer requirements for 
Medicaid benefi ts, while 120,000 state 
residents risk losing health care coverage 
if they don’t comply.

The announcement was made Friday 
from the Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services, which said it believes the 

exemption is consistent with the tribes’ 
status as political entities.

Early last year, the agency wrote to 
tribes saying work exemptions for all 
American Indians could violate equal 
protection laws.

Tribes across the country pushed 
back, saying the position ignored 
U.S. Supreme Court decisions that 
allow federally recognized tribes to 
be treated diff erently from others, 
disregarded the U.S. Constitution and 
violated treaties.

They also cited high unemployment 
rates on reservations and funding 
shortfalls at the federal Indian Health 
Service that Medicaid reimbursements 
help fi ll.

The tribal exemption in Arizona 
sets a precedent for other states with 
signifi cant American Indian popula-
tions. Eight states have taken up the 
Trump administration on its off er to 
approve work requirements for low-
income people on Medicaid.

Now that the administration has 
granted Arizona’s request, it is ex-
pected to follow suit for any other state 
seeking the exemption.

— Associated Press

ALABAMA

Tornado infl icts damage
to homes, businesses, churches

WETUMPKA | Homes, businesses, 

government offi  ces and churches were 
among the buildings badly damaged 
or demolished when a pair of torna-
does struck central Alabama over the 
weekend.

The severe weather hit Saturday. 
On Sunday, the National Weather 
Service said its initial surveys indi-
cated that there was an EF 1 tornado 
in Autauga County, and a stronger EF2 
twister in Wetumpka.

  Offi  cials from Alabama at a Sunday 
morning news conference said at least 
25 homes were seriously damaged or 
destroyed. 

No deaths or life-threatening inju-
ries were reported.

— Associated Press
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PORTLAND, MAINE | The late founder 
of the Dead Poets Society of America 
can be inducted to the society of fallen 
bards now that he’s now a published 
poet.

Walter Skold visited the grave sites 
of more than 600 poets, and one of his 
criteria was that the subjects had to be 
published. Now he’s becoming a pub-
lished poet, posthumously, on the fi rst 
anniversary of his death Sunday, thanks 
to the eff orts of two of his children.

Simon and Charles Skold curated 
their father’s poems for the book “The 
Mirror is Not Cracked.”

They self-published the tome to 
ensure it would be printed by Jan. 20, a 
year to the day their father went from 
being a chronicler of poets to becoming 
a dead poet himself.

“We feel like we owe it to him,” said 
Simon Skold, who once spent six weeks 
with his dad on one of his cross-country 
visits to poets’ graves in 2014.

Their father was a colorful character.
He launched the Dead Poets Society 

in 2008 in Freeport, Maine, drawing 
inspiration for the name from the 1989 
Robin Williams movie. And he traveled 
the country in months-long, epic grave-
yard adventures in a colorful cargo van 
dubbed “Dedgar the Poemobile.”

His cemetery antics combined his-
tory, humor and the macabre, but his 
goal was to draw attention to poetry 
and poets, especially those in danger 
of being forgotten.

His death in Pennsylvania came 
a little more than a month after he 
commissioned Michael Updike, son 
of novelist John Updike, to create his 
tombstone.

In life, Skold marked occasions like 
birthdays and holidays with a poem. But 

he never published his works. Under 
the surface, his sons say, he was plagued 
by self-doubt and prone to periods of 
depression. He kept the bulk of his 
poetry to himself.

His sons realized after his death 
that he had amassed about 300 poems. 
Reading the poetry allowed them to see 
the world through their father’s eyes.

The brothers shared laughter and 
tears as they perused them last summer. 
Some were handwritten, others stored 

on computer drives. They ranged from 
full-length works to one-line quips, like 
this one from 2017: “I hope I’m alive 
when I die.”

They found that remembrance, la-
ment and hope pervaded his poetry, 
which they described as a dance be-
tween sorrow and joy: “The gift of life 
and the reality of death here meet and 
walk in hand, a marriage of sobriety and 
reverie,” they wrote in the foreword.

The poetry is actually quite good.
“I was afraid it would be a senti-

mental gesture, but it rose way above 
that mark. It’s a very solid book,” said 
Michele Madigan Somerville, a poet 
and writer who got a sneak peek at the 
poetry. “I was surprised to see how 
good the book was.”

Already, the sons are thinking of 
publishing a second book based on a 
project their dad had worked on but 
was never published.

For now, they’re happy with a small 
run of their book. They worked with 
Maine-based Ascensius Press on a print 
run that numbers in the hundreds, not 
thousands.

While alive, Walter Skold hatched 
the idea of creating a new holiday, Na-
tional Poets Remembrance Day, on the 
Sunday closest to Oct. 7, the date Edgar 
Allan Poe died. He viewed it as a day 
to celebrate all poets, including those 
who have died.

MAINE

Dead Poets Society founder’s poetry published posthumously
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Walter Skold’s tombstone is topped by a quill and a dancing skeleton in Brunswick, 
Maine. Th e founder of the Dead Poets Society’s sons published his poems.

beliefs and cultural practices.
Founded in 2010, the center has de-

fended “traditional” Christian values 
against what Mr. Carpay says is oppres-
sion by “progressives.” When Alberta’s 
provincial agency turned down a Chris-
tian couples’ application to adopt a child 
because the couple said they would teach 
their child biblical principles against 
same-sex unions and premarital sex, 
the center supported a successful fi ght 
to reverse the decision.

However, the center failed when a 
Christian university in British Colum-
bia applied for accreditation to open 
a law school. The Canadian Supreme 
Court ruled against the school because 
it required students to abstain from pre-
marital and same-sex relationships. De-
spite the ruling, the university produces 
teachers and Canadian law societies 
accept graduates from religious-affi  liated 
American universities such as Brigham 
Young and presumably from law schools 
in Saudi Arabia, Mr. Carpay said.

A series of events have put a dent 
in Canada’s reputation as a refuge for 
tolerance.

In 2017, a mob of screaming protesters 
forced the cancellation of a debate be-
tween University of Toronto psychology 
professor Jordan Peterson and his critics at 
McMaster University in Hamilton, Ontario.

“Twenty years ago, people would 
protest, but not with vicious attacks 
and ruthlessness that forces people 
from their jobs and stops them from 
being heard,” Mr. Carpay said. “We’ve 
gone backwards in terms of freedom of 
expression.”

Pollster David Coletto, CEO of Aba-
cus, said surveys show that Canadians 
are becoming more polarized in their 
opinions but not in their voting patterns. 
In 2015, about 6 percent of the popular 
vote switched from the Conservatives 
to the Liberals and gave Justin Trudeau, 
arguably the country’s most globalist 
and anti-populist prime minister ever, a 
majority government. Last year, a similar 
switch of 6 percent of the electorate gave 
a majority government in Ontario to 
Canada’s most populist and conservative 
politician, Premier Doug Ford.

Canada held its most recent vote just 
before Brexit, Donald Trump’s election 
and the success of conservative, anti-
immigration parties across Europe. The 
structure of party divisions in Cana-
da’s parliamentary system has kept the 

political chasms from opening even 
wider, analysts say.

“If it wasn’t for the success of the cen-
trist Liberals, Canadian politics would 
be polarized like the split in the U.S. be-
tween Democrats and Republicans,” said 
David McGrane, a political science pro-
fessor at the University of Saskatchewan.

Populism’s pull
But populist themes — such as skepti-

cism about the benefi ts of immigration 
— are playing an increasing role in Ca-
nadian politics and could be prominent 
as Mr. Trudeau prepares for national 
elections that must be held by Oct. 21.

In the past two years, almost 40,000 
refugees have entered Canada illegally 
from the United States, straining social 
services and giving fuel to politicians 
calling for tougher border controls and 
lower immigration quotas.

“Although anti-immigration senti-
ment exists within the Conservative 
Party, their most recent successes have 
come because they embraced the new 
Canadian vote,” said Kelly Gordon, a 
political science professor at Montreal’s 
McGill University.

Quebeckers in particular, she said, are 
torn between protecting their cultural 
identity and supporting liberal values 

of social justice.
Quebecker Maxime Bernier aban-

doned the federal Conservative Party to 
form his own group, the People’s Party 
of Canada. The vast majority of illegal 
immigrants to Canada — 96 percent — 
arrive in Quebec from New York, at a 
rate of up to 400 a month, and he wants 
this to stop.

“We want lower immigration and 
better border security,” he said.

Mr. Trudeau, who is projected to 
win a second term this year, acknowl-
edges that Canada is not immune to 
populist themes that have swept the 
U.S. and many European countries in 
recent years, but he is betting that the 
message will have more limited appeal 
in his country.

“I think one of the big distinctions 
that we see around the world right now 
is folks who want to exacerbate, amplify 
and exaggerate those fears for short-term 
political gain versus those who are try-
ing to thoughtfully allay those fears,” 
Mr. Trudeau told The Canadian Press 
last month.

“Obviously, it’s easier to spook some-
one than it is to explain a complex 
answer,” he said. “But I fundamentally 
believe in trusting citizens’ capacity to 
be thoughtful about where we’re going … 

and that is what I am going to be putting 
forward as a vision for our politics, for 
our country and, by extension, I think 
for the whole world.”

A new generation of conservative 
media has contributed to the sharpening 
lines of ideological debate.

A Fox News-like network founded 
in 2011 folded four years later, but a 
right-wing online newspaper, The Rebel, 
launched to greater success in 2015. 
Modeled on Breitbart News, The Rebel 
has survived controversies and politi-
cal attacks and now has over 1 million 
subscribers.

Some say that, despite Canadians’ 
self-image, the country has been no 
stranger to fi ery political battles on is-
sues of race, immigration, land, military 
conscription and language.

“It takes a concerted application of 
selective memory to convince oneself 
[that] the current period of elevated 
mutual mistrust is new or unique in our 
political culture,” Paul Wells, a political 
analyst for Maclean’s magazine, wrote 
last month.

“It’s fashionable to wonder every 
few years whether Canada has lost its 
innocence. A country in the grip of 
permanent recurring amnesia is, I guess, 
forever innocent.”

CANADA
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deaths in 2017 were linked to synthetics, according 
to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
accounting for a staggering proportion of painkiller 
overdose fatalities.

For those who don’t die, the high is addictive 
enough to keep them coming back.

“The drug dealers handling this stuff  have no 
idea what they are handling,” said Kevin Eaton, the 
resident agent in charge of the Drug Enforcement 
Administration’s offi  ce in New Bedford, Massachu-
setts. “A small amount is enough to kill a small child, 
and people don’t even know.”

The fake pills are particularly dangerous because 
of the populations they entice.

Many opioid addicts took pills legally prescribed, 
became hooked and went looking for them on the 
black market after their prescriptions ran out.

Yet the pharmaceuticals have dried up on the 
streets as governments and physicians groups crack 
down on overprescribing. That could reduce the 
population of the addicted — but it also has cut 
into the supply, sending prices soaring.

An 80 milligram pill of OxyContin can fetch as 
much as $80 on the street. When sold legally, the 
same tablet costs about $6.

Knockoff s fi lled with fentanyl are much cheaper. 
Cartels can buy 1 kilogram of fentanyl from a 

Chinese laboratory for about $20,000. That’s enough 
to produce 1 million milligram pills that are sold on 
the street for $20 each — a $20 million return on a 
$20,000 investment. 

That is about 20 times more profi table than 
heroin.

“The profi t margin is exponentially greater be-
cause it is a chemical, so you don’t have a growing 
season or hire teams to process the fi elds. It’s really 
driven by the profi t margin,” Mr. Scott said.

Authorities say overdoses linked to counterfeit 
prescription medicines have been rising in recent 
months.

The Cuyahoga County, Ohio, medical examiner’s 
offi  ce last month issued a public health warning 
about a batch of pills made with fentanyl and dis-
guised as oxycodone.

Washington state police in September arrested 
two local dealers suspected of distributing phony 
Percocet believed to be responsible for a rash of 
overdoses in three counties.

A police raid on one of the dealer’s homes 
yielded more than 10,000 fentanyl pills disguised 
as oxycodone, 33 fi rearms and nearly $1 million in 
gold coins and cash, including $200,000 hidden in 
a dishwasher and another $110,000 stashed behind 
drywall, according to court documents.

A December traffi  c stop in Mr. Scott’s district 
netted 13,000 counterfeit oxycodone pills fi lled 
with fentanyl.

“There is not an FDA or pharmaceutical aspect 
to this,” Mr. Scott said. “The cartels put whatever 
they got in those pills. It might be too much, and 
you die or you might live until tomorrow. There is 
no way to know.”

Authorities say most counterfeit pills fl owing 
into the U.S. have been pressed already by the 

cartels.
In some instances, though, low-level dealers 

buy pill presses to make their own product. The 
devices, which press powder into pill form, can be 
purchased online easily. Several commanding about 
$2,000 are available through Amazon.

The fakes are so good that it can take lab testing 
to spot them as non-factory products.

In September, the Justice Department indicted 
Melissa Scanlan, a 31-year-old San Diego resident 
known to her customers as the “drug llama,” for 
selling 50,000 fentanyl pills designed to look 
like oxycodone prescription pills. The blue pills, 
stamped with the “M” and “30” manufacturing 
marks used by Mallinckrodt Pharmaceuticals, 
closely resembled legal Percocet, according to 
court documents.

“If fentanyl is disguised as something else, it is 
impossible for a citizen to make that determination, so 
this is a problem that needs to be solved at the source 
rather than circulation,” said James Pasco, executive 
director of the National Fraternal Order of Police.

Authorities said there is little they can do beyond 
enforcement and alerting the public.

Mr. Scott said his offi  ce hosted an opioid aware-
ness summit last fall and he has reached out to 
medical professionals and treatment providers to 
alert citizens to the danger of fentanyl.

“We are doing the best we can to educate the 
community. Fentanyl is a whole diff erent thing in 
terms of its lethality,” he said.

FENTANYL
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Even this small amount of fentanyl can be deadly, 
authorities say. Drug dealers are increasingly 
substituting or lacing Xanax and OxyContin, sold 
illegally on the streets, with the synthetic opioid.
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PAKISTAN

Graham seeks Trump meeting
with Pakistani, Afghan leaders

ISLAMABAD | Sen. Lindsey Graham 
said Sunday that he will urge Presi-
dent Trump to meet with the leaders 
of Pakistan and Afghanistan so they 
can devise a plan to end Afghani-
stan’s 17-year-old war.

Mr. Graham spoke at a news con-
ference in Islamabad after meeting 
with Pakistani Prime Minister Imran 
Khan, who has faced criticism for 
suggesting that peace talks should 
include the Taliban.

“I think they will hit it off ” if they 
meet, as they have “similar personali-
ties,” Mr. Graham said of the pro-
posed meeting between Mr. Trump 
and Mr. Khan.

Mr. Graham said the war in 
Afghanistan “will end through rec-
onciliation” but that no such talks 
should include the Islamic State or 
al Qaeda.

— Associated Press

COLOMBIA

Colombians take to streets to
protest terror, embrace police

BOGOTA | Thousands of Colombi-
ans dressed in white poured into the 
streets Sunday to repudiate terror-
ism after a car bombing at a Bogota 
police academy killed 21 people and 
left dozens more wounded.

Amid heavy security and loud 
chants of “Down with the terror-
ists” and “No more violence,” the 
crowd marched to Bogota’s em-
blematic Plaza Bolivar, where it was 
received by President Ivan Duque, 
who donned a green police cap for 
the victims of Thursday’s attack, the 
deadliest in 15 years in Colombia.

Young and elderly demonstrators 
alike spontaneously embraced a large 
number of the police offi  cers lining 
the march route.

“We want you to know you’re not 
alone,” said Jenny Buitrago, 32, who 
dressed her three young children as 
police offi  cers in a show of solidarity.

Authorities have attributed 
Thursday’s bombing to the National 
Liberation Army — the last major 
guerrilla group after a 2016 peace 
deal was signed with the Revolution-
ary Armed Forces of Colombia.

— Associated Press

ZIMBABWE

President leaving forum
to deal with turmoil at home

HARARE | Zimbabwe’s president 
announced Sunday that he will 
return home and skip the World Eco-
nomic Forum after a week of turmoil 
in which activists have said at least 
a dozen people have been killed in a 
government crackdown.

President Emmerson Mnan-
gagwa had been under growing 
pressure to come home from a 
two-week overseas visit as ac-
counts emerged of abuses by 
security forces, including dozens 
of people wounded by gunfi re and 
others hunted down in their homes 
and severely beaten.

Zimbabwe has endured days 
of unrest since Mr. Mnangagwa 
announced a tax that more than 
doubled fuel prices and made the 
struggling country’s gasoline the 
most expensive in the world.

— Associated Press

LEBANON

Strained nation urges safe
return of Syrian refugees

BEIRUT | Lebanon used an Arab 
economic summit on Sunday to 
call for the return of Syrian refu-
gees to safe areas of their war-torn 
country, where the nearly 8-year-
old civil war is still underway de-
spite a recent series of government 
victories.

President Michel Aoun told the 
opening session that Lebanon is 
overwhelmed by the presence of 
Syrian and Palestinian refugees, who 
make up about half the population of 
the tiny country, which is struggling 
with an economic crisis.

The meeting is the fi rst eco-
nomic and development summit to 
be held since 2013. It opened with 
Syria, Yemen and Libya gripped 
by violence and Iraq confronting a 
massive reconstruction challenge 
after its costly victory over the 
Islamic State.

— Associated Press

BY RICHARD S. EHRLICH

SPECIAL TO THE WASHINGTON TIMES

BANGKOK | Thailand’s military, un-
able to win a grinding, 15-year-old war 
against Muslim guerrillas in three restive 
southern provinces, is now considering 
direct talks and “special administrative 
arrangements” in a bid to resolve one 
of the region’s bloodiest and longest-
running insurgencies.

The military-dominated government, 
in power since 2014, has established a 
Peace Dialogue Panel stocked with sev-
eral top army generals and Prime Min-
ister Prayut Chan-ocha and appealed for 
direct talks with the Malay-Thai rebels.

Since 2004, Muslim separatists in the 
three provinces bordering Malaysia have 
been waging a fi erce insurgency that 
has claimed more than 7,000 lives. The 
government’s recent moves signal that 
Bangkok no longer thinks it can win the 
fi ght on the battlefi eld alone.

“I do not demand a cease-fi re fi rst 
before the dialogue,” Gen. Udomchai 
Thamsarorat, head of the peace panel, 

told reporters last week.
“Autonomy or special administrative 

arrangements — yes, we can talk and we 
can compare it, or we can map it out if 
we believe [Mr. Chan-ocha’s] instruction 
about decentralization for people to feel 
comfortable under the government,” said 
the general, outlining a settlement that 
Thai leaders long resisted.

Academics and researchers said greater 
autonomy would allow southern Muslims 
to run their communities on such issues 
as school curriculums, use of the Malay 
language instead of Thai, family legal deci-
sions and other local concerns.

But majority-Buddhist Thailand will 
not have true Muslim autonomy any-
time soon, and the suggestion may be 
an empty promise to pacify insurgents, 
some warn.

“Gen. Udomchai Thamsarorat has failed 
to progress with peace talks, which to 

be meaningful must include the main 
[separatist] perpetrators of the violence, 
the Barisan Revolusi Nasional,” a Nation 
newspaper editorial said last week. “Udo-
mchai is simply going to have to concede 
something to the BRN as a lure.”

Gen. Udomchai did not elaborate on 
how autonomy might function during 
his Jan. 11 press briefi ng but released 
a statement that said Thailand would 
“promote” the “goal of power-sharing 
and decentralization … without any con-
ditions leading to territorial separation.”

The seemingly stalemated guerrilla 
war has bloodied Thailand’s southern-
most provinces of Pattani, Narathiwat 
and Yala, and parts of Songkhla. In the 
latest attacks, rebels killed a police ser-
geant on Jan. 13 when six insurgents on 
three motorcycles rode up to a guard post 
during lunch in Narathiwat province.

Three days earlier, rebels disguised in 

military uniforms walked into a Pattani 
provincial school and shot dead four armed 
defense volunteers who reportedly had 
Muslim names and were supposed to be 
protecting nearby teachers and students.

The guerrillas greeted the seated 
volunteers, said they were inspecting the 
school and then opened fi re.

The military has talked peace before 
with leaders of more moderate rebel 
groups. But the armed BRN insurgents, 
who stage bombings, assassinations and 
other hit-and-run attacks, refused to 
participate in the talks.

The guerrillas receive sanctuary by 
crossing the porous southern border 
into Muslim-majority Malaysia, where 
politically powerful Islamists occupy a 
northern sliver among Malaysia’s larger, 
more moderate and diverse society. Ma-
laysia’s government also has suggested 
greater autonomy for southern Thailand.

The peace feelers have emerged as 
Mr. Prayuth tries to schedule national 
elections. He postponed promised dates, 
including a now-defunct Feb. 24 poll that 
has yet to be rescheduled.

THAILAND

Military appeals for talks with rebels
No end in sight following 15 years 
of battles with Muslim guerrillas

BY ALMUDENA CALATRAVA, NATACHA PISARENKO 
AND NICOLE WINFIELD
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ORAN, ARGENTINA | The Vatican re-
ceived information in 2015 and 2017 
that an Argentine bishop close to Pope 
Francis had taken naked selfi es, exhib-
ited “obscene” behavior and had been 
accused of misconduct with seminar-
ians, his former vicar general told The 
Associated Press, undermining Vatican 
claims that allegations of sexual abuse 
were only made a few months ago.

Francis accepted Bishop Gustavo 
Zanchetta’s resignation in August 2017, 
after priests in the remote northern 
Argentine diocese of Oran complained 
about his authoritarian rule and a for-
mer vicar, seminary rector and another 

prelate provided re-
ports to the Vatican 
alleging abuses of 
power, inappropri-
ate behavior and 
sexual harassment 
of adult seminar-
ians, said the for-
mer vicar, the Rev. 
Juan Jose Manzano.

T h e  s c a n -
dal over Bishop 
Zanchetta, 54, is 

the latest to implicate Francis as he and 
the Catholic hierarchy as a whole face 
an unprecedented crisis of confi dence 
over their mishandling of cases of clergy 
sexual abuse of minors and misconduct 
with adults.

Francis has summoned church lead-
ers to a summit next month to chart the 
course forward for the universal church, 
but his own actions in individual cases 
are increasingly in the spotlight.

The pope’s decision to allow Bishop 
Zanchetta to resign quietly, and then 
promote him to the No. 2 position in one 
of the Vatican’s most sensitive offi  ces, has 
raised questions again about whether 
Francis turned a blind eye to misconduct 
of his allies and dismissed allegations 
against them as ideological attacks.

Father Manzano, Oran’s vicar general 
under Bishop Zanchetta who is now 
a parish priest, said he was one of the 
diocesan offi  cials who raised the alarm 
about his boss in 2015 and sent the digital 
selfi es to the Vatican.

In an interview with AP in the pews 
of his St. Cayetano parish in Oran, Father 
Manzano said he was one of the three 
current and former diocesan offi  cials 
who made a second complaint to the 
Vatican’s embassy in Buenos Aires in 
May or June 2017, “when the situation 
was much more serious, not just because 
there had been a question about sexual 
abuses, but because the diocese was 
increasingly heading into the abyss.”

“In 2015, we just sent a ‘digital sup-
port’ with selfi e photos of the previous 
bishop in obscene or out of place be-
havior that seemed inappropriate and 
dangerous,” he told AP in a follow-up 
email. “It was an alarm that we made 
to the Holy See via some friendly bish-
ops. The nunciature didn’t intervene 
directly, but the Holy Father summoned 
Zanchetta and he justifi ed himself saying 
that his cellphone had been hacked, and 

that there were people who were out to 
damage the image of the pope.”

Francis had named Bishop Zanchetta 
to Oran, a humble city some 1,025 miles 
northwest of Buenos Aires in Salta prov-
ince, in 2013 in one of his fi rst Argentine 
bishop appointments as pope. He knew 
Bishop Zanchetta well; Bishop Zanchetta 
had been the executive undersecretary 
of the Argentine bishops conference, 
which the former Cardinal Jorge Mario 
Bergoglio headed for two successive 
terms, from 2005-2011.

And by all indications, they were 
close. Father Manzano said Cardinal 
Bergoglio had been Bishop Zanchetta’s 
confessor and treated him as a “spiritual 
son.”

All of which could explain why Fran-
cis named him to Oran despite com-
plaints about alleged abuses of power 
when Bishop Zanchetta was in charge 
of economic aff airs in his home diocese 
of Quilmes, which is in the ecclesial 
province of Buenos Aires which Cardinal 
Bergoglio headed.

Earlier this month, the Vatican con-
fi rmed that the new bishop of Oran had 
opened a preliminary canonical investi-
gation into Bishop Zanchetta for alleged 
sexual abuse. But Vatican spokesman 
Alessandro Gisotti stressed in a Jan. 
3 statement that the abuse allegations 
had only emerged at the end of 2018, 
after Bishop Zanchetta’s resignation and 
nearly a year after Francis created the 
new position for him as “assessor” of the 
Vatican’s fi nancial management offi  ce.

At the time of his resignation, Bishop 
Zanchetta had only asked Francis to let 
him leave Oran because he had diffi  cult 
relations with its priests and was “unable 
to govern the clergy,” Mr. Gisotti said in 
the statement.

“At the time of his resignation there 
were accusations against him of authori-
tarianism, but there were no accusations 
of sexual abuse against him,” the state-
ment said. 

ARGENTINA

Vatican knew of bishop’s 
sexual abuse, misconduct
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Pope Francis accepted Bishop Gustavo 
Zanchetta’s resignation in August 2017 
aft er priests provided reports alleging 
abuses of power and sexual harassment 
about him and a former vicar.

BY MARK STEVENSON
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TLAHUELILPAN, MEXICO | They were 
warned to stay away from the geyser 
of gasoline gushing from the illegally 
tapped pipeline in central Mexico, but 
Gerardo Perez says he and his son joined 
others in bypassing the soldiers. As they 
neared the spurting fuel, he was over-
come with foreboding.

Mr. Perez recalls telling his son: “Let’s 
go … this thing is going to explode.”

And it did, with a fi reball that engulfed 
locals scooping up the spilling gasoline and 
underscored the dangers of an epidemic of 
fuel theft from pipelines that Mexico’s new 
president has vowed to fi ght.

By Sunday morning the death toll from 
Friday’s blaze had risen to 79, with another 
81 hospitalized in serious condition, ac-
cording to federal Health Minister Jorge 
Alcocer. Dozens more were missing.

Mr. Perez and his son escaped the 
fl ames. On Saturday, he returned to the 
scorched fi eld in the town of Tlahuelil-
pan in Hidalgo state to look for missing 
friends. It was a fruitless task. Only a 
handful of the remains still had skin. 
Dozens were burned to the bone or to ash 
when the gusher of gasoline exploded.

Just a few feet from where the pipe-
line passed through an alfalfa fi eld, the 
dead seem to have fallen in heaps, per-
haps as they stumbled over each other 
or tried to help one another as the geyser 
of gasoline turned to fl ames.

Several of the deceased lay on their 
backs, their arms stretched out in agony. 
Some seemed to have covered their 
chests in a last attempt to protect them-
selves from the blast. A few corpses 
seemed to embrace each other in death. 
Lost shoes were scattered around a 
space the size of a soccer fi eld. Closer to 
the explosion, forensic workers marked 
mounds of ash with numbers.

On Friday, hundreds of people had 
gathered in an almost festive atmosphere 
in a fi eld where the duct had been perfo-
rated by fuel thieves and gasoline spewed 
20 feet into the air.

State oil company Petroleos Mex-
icanos, or Pemex, said the pipeline, 
which supplies much of central Mexico 
with fuel, had just reopened after being 
shut since Dec. 23 and that it had been 
breached 10 times over three months.

The tragedy came just three weeks after 
President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador 
launched an off ensive against fuel theft 
gangs that had drilled dangerous, illegal 
taps into pipelines an astounding 12,581 
times in the fi rst 10 months of 2018, an 
average of about 42 per day.

The crackdown has led to widespread 
fuel shortages at gas stations throughout 
the country as Pemex altered distribu-
tion, both licit and illicit.

Mr. Lopez Obrador vowed Sunday to 
continue the fi ght against a practice that 
steals about $3 billion per year in fuel.

“Mexico needs to end corruption,” the 
president said. “This is not negotiable.”

He said he would off er fi nancial aid to 
communities along pipelines that have 
become somewhat dependent on income 
from fuel theft rings.

Mr. Lopez Obrador faces an uphill 
fi ght against a practice that locals say 
is deeply rooted in the poor rural areas 
where pipelines pass, covered by only a 
foot or two of dirt. In some cases, locals 
support the fuel thieves.

Tlahuelilpan, population 20,000, is 
just 8 miles from Pemex’s Tula refi nery. 
Pemex Chief Executive Octavio Romero 
said an estimated 10,000 barrels of pre-
mium gasoline were rushing through the 
pipeline with 20 kilograms of pressure 
when it was ruptured.

Mr. Lopez Obrador launched the of-
fensive against illegal taps soon after tak-
ing offi  ce Dec. 1, deploying 3,200 marines 
to guard pipelines and refi neries. His 
administration also shut down pipelines 
to detect and deter illegal taps, relying 
more on delivering fuel by tanker truck.

Mexican Defense Secretary Luis 
Cresencio said there are 50 soldiers 
stationed every 12 miles along the pipe-
lines, and that they patrol 24 hours a day. 
But the soldiers have been ordered not 
to engage with fuel thieves out of fear 
that an escalation could result in more 
shootings of unarmed civilians or more 
soldiers being beaten by a mob.

A second pipeline burst into fl ames 
Friday in the neighboring state of Que-
retaro as a result of another illegal tap. 
But in this fi re there were no reported 
casualties.

In December 2010, authorities also 
blamed thieves for a pipeline explosion 
in a central Mexico near the capital that 
killed 28 people, including 13 children.

MEXICO

Death toll increases
to 79 after pipeline fi re
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People look at photographs of people who went missing aft er the pipeline accident in 
Tlahuelilpan, Mexico, on Sunday. A fi reball killed 79 people and burned dozens more. 

Zanchetta

“It is Congo that won. Th e Congo that we are going to form will not be a Congo of division, hatred or tribalism. 
It will be a reconciled Congo, a strong Congo that will be focused on development, peace and security.”
— Felix Tshisekedi, on the Constitutional Court’s confi rmation of his victory in Congo’s presidential election
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of cases.
“Today represents a compromise 

off er,” Vice President Mike Pence told 
reporters in a briefi ng after the presi-
dent’s announcement.

The embrace of Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals is a major change. 
Just days ago, Mr. Trump said he didn’t 
want to do anything until the Supreme 
Court had a chance to decide on his 2017 
attempt to phase out the deportation 
amnesty that is protecting about 700,000 
“Dreamers.” Lower courts have split on 
that phaseout, leaving its future unclear. 
Mr. Trump proposed writing the DACA 
program into law for those already using 
it, giving them a guaranteed three years 
of protections.

Mr. Pence said Mr. Trump has been 
“persuaded this is the right thing to do, 
now.”

On Temporary Protected Status, the 
Homeland Security Department has 
signaled an end to the protection for 
as many as 300,000 people, some who 

have been protected for two decades by 
a program that, as its name suggests, was 
supposed to be temporary.

The White House in immigration 
negotiations last year resisted adding 
protected status holders into any deal, 
but that resistance has dissipated. Indeed, 
Temporary Protected Status was the 
issue that sparked Mr. Trump’s harsh 
comments about those countries last 
year when Democrats say he called Haiti 
and Central American nations “s---hole” 
countries.

Mr. Pence on Saturday said Mr. Trump 
readily embraced adding the protected 
status deal into his proposal this time.

The Trump administration in 2017 
also canceled the Obama administra-
tion’s Central American Minor program, 
which was designed to give children 
looking to get asylum in the U.S. a chance 
to apply from their home countries 
rather than make the dangerous trek 
north.

The program drew slim participa-
tion and was nixed — drawing serious 
criticism from Democrats, who said the 
president was forcing people to take the 
dangerous journey.

Mr. Trump is proposing to restart 
the Central American Minor program, 
this time with the full protections of law 
rather than an executive action.

Democrats would prefer to look at a 
full pathway to citizenship for the 1.5 mil-
lion people who could qualify for DACA 
and the hundreds of thousands under 
Temporary Protected Status.

They also said Mr. Trump’s off er is 
disingenuous because he put Dreamers 
and TPS recipients in danger.

“It was eff ectively saying, ‘Look, I 
created a problem by taking away pro-
tections for Dreamers. I created another 
problem by taking away protections for 
refugees. I’m willing to undo part of the 

damage temporarily that I have infl icted 
to get my wall,’” Rep. Adam B. Schiff , 
California Democrat, said on CBS’s “Face 
the Nation” program. “Well, that’s re-
ally not much of an off er. And it wasn’t 
intended to be.”

Mr. Trump has moderated his own 
request from an original plan for $18 
billion to construct 700 miles of border 
barriers to the current proposals of $5.7 
billion to build 230 miles.

He also wants to make it easier to de-
port illegal immigrant families by cutting 
down on abuses of the asylum system 
— items he has sought for two years. He 
has been stymied by Democrats who say 
illegal immigrants deserve a chance to 

make claims in the U.S.
Mr. Trump’s deal also includes items 

that both sides generally agree on, such 
as more technology to scan for drugs in 
vehicles at legal border crossings and 
a boost in the number of immigration 
judges to cut into the backlog of cases.

The Senate, led by Republicans, is 
slated to vote on Mr. Trump’s plans 
next week.

But House Democrats are unlikely to 
go along. Speaker Nancy Pelosi, Califor-
nia Democrat, rejected the president’s 
proposal. She said she will have her 
chamber vote instead on those few areas 
of overall agreement such as the immi-
gration judges and scanning technology.

TRUMP
From page A1

Vietnam, seasoned Korea watchers are wary that 
the president may get spun by the young North 
Korean leader, whose regime has decades of experi-
ence dragging out talks and evading U.N. Security 
Council resolutions.

A former high-level CIA offi  cial in Korea asserted 
over the weekend that there has been no progress 
on denuclearization since the historic fi rst summit 
in Singapore in June and warned that Mr. Trump 
can’t aff ord to “get outplayed again” as the two head 
toward their second meeting.

Bruce Klingner, a Heritage Foundation senior 
fellow and former CIA Korea deputy division chief, 
made the assertion Saturday just as Mr. Trump 
claimed he had an “incredible” meeting a day earlier 
with North Korean nuclear envoy Kim Yong-chol, 
asserting that “a lot of progress” was made on 
denuclearization.

Despite the president’s optimism, Mr. Klingner 
said, the denuclearization process “never left the 
station” after Singapore. “During a second summit, 
Trump must insist on tangible steps toward North 
Korean denuclearization, including a data declara-
tion of the regime’s nuclear and missile programs,” 
he said in comments circulated to reporters. “Trump 
shouldn’t off er more concessions nor agree to 
reduce U.N. and U.S. sanctions until Kim moves 
beyond the symbolic gestures it has taken so far.”

The administration’s silence on the working-
level talks between Mr. Biegun and his North 
Korean counterpart in Sweden on Sunday added to 
speculation that the administration may be seeking 
some form of interim deal with North Korea that 
could involve limited sanctions relief in exchange 
for clear steps by Mr. Kim toward abandoning his 
nuclear arsenal or his intercontinental ballistic 
missile program.

South Korean sources have expressed concern 
about the prospect of such a deal, and South Korea’s 
Yonhap News Agency reported Sunday that Seoul’s 
top nuclear envoy, Lee Do-hoon, had arrived in 
Sweden for a possible three-way negotiation with 
Mr. Biegun and the North Koreans.

The White House, meanwhile, rejected over the 
weekend the notion of any sanctions relief on an 
interim basis. White House press secretary Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders told reporters that the U.S. “is 
going to continue to keep pressure and sanctions 

on North Korea until we see fully and verifi ed 
denuclearization.”

The Kim regime has halted nuclear and missile 
tests over the past year but taken few verifi able 
steps toward destroying its nuclear program. Also, 
U.S. intelligence has pointed to ongoing nuclear and 
ballistic missile activity in North Korea during the 
months since the fi rst Trump-Kim summit.

U.S. offi  cials have long said their primary con-
cern is over the threat that North Korea will attach 
nuclear warheads to intercontinental ballistic mis-
siles that can reach the U.S. homeland.

Playing hard to get
Mr. Kim has recently said he will fully denuclear-

ize only if the U.S. removes its own nuclear threat 
from the Korean Peninsula. Many read the state-
ment as a sign that the North Korean leader won’t 
budge unless the Trump administration removes 
American troops and other military assets from 
South Korea.

Vice President Mike Pence on Sunday responded 
to critics of Mr. Trump’s handling of the North Korea 
crisis by asserting that the president successfully 
led a process that signifi cantly tamped down the 
immediate threat from Pyongyang.

“Look, think about where we were two years ago. 
When the president and I took our oath of offi  ce,” 
Mr. Pence told Fox News. “Two years ago today, 
we had a regime in North Korea that was testing 
nuclear weapons, that was fi ring missiles over the 
Sea of Japan [and] making menacing statements 
against the United States and our allies.”

Mr. Pence stressed that Mr. Kim signed a joint 
statement agreeing to the goal of denuclearization 
at the fi rst Trump-Kim summit. “There will be a 
second summit, and at that summit we will be laying 
out our expectation for North Korea to take concrete 
steps to begin to make real the denuclearization that 
Kim Jong-un committed to,” the vice president said.

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, who has led the 
administration’s push for diplomacy with the Kim 

regime with multiple trips to Pyongyang over the 
past two years, off ered a similar assessment Friday.

“Some critics have said we’ve off ered too much. 
Many critics have said we haven’t off ered enough. 
I don’t have much to add other than the president 
has made enormous strides in working with North 
Korea to get their commitment to denuclearize,” Mr. 
Pompeo said in an interview with Sinclair Broad-
cast Group. “We now need to execute. We need to 
implement. We’ve always known this would be a 
long process. While we do that, we need to make 
sure we reduce risk, and we’ve done that.

“There aren’t nuclear tests being conducted. 
There haven’t been missile tests conducted. These 
are things that were threatening the United States 
when President Trump took offi  ce,” he said. “We 
want to reduce that risk, reduce North Korea’s ca-
pacity to build out their program. These discussions 
are an important component for making sure that 
we do everything we can to deliver on the com-
mitments that were made in Singapore between 
Chairman Kim and President Trump.”

Breaking the stalemate
Even some conservative analysts say the two 

sides have been locked in a stalemate since the 
fi rst Trump-Kim summit and warn that Mr. Kim 
may seek to draw concessions directly from Mr. 
Trump without taking any serious, verifi able steps 
toward denuclearizing.

David Maxwell, a retired Army Special Forces 
colonel and North Korea analyst with the Founda-
tion for Defense of Democracies, said Sunday that 
the administration must move quickly and carefully 
through its working-level negotiations with the 
North Koreans.

“I am hard-pressed to see how a second sum-
mit will unfold and be any more substantive than 
Singapore unless real working-level negotiations 
take place before the summit,” he said in comments 
circulated to reporters. “If they don’t take place 
before the summit, nothing will come out of it other 
than another photo op.

“It is going to take a long time to negotiate and 
execute [final fully verified denuclearization]. 
Although the leaders can agree in principle and 
make statements supporting the concept of FFVD 
the devil is truly in the details, and if there are no 
working-level negotiations, there can be no prog-
ress,” Mr. Maxwell said. “Hopefully, the meetings 
between Biegun and Choe will begin the process 
and they can get work done before the second 
summit.”

NORTH KOREA
From page A1
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Kim Yong-chol, a North Korean senior ruling party offi  cial, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo (center) and 
Stephen Biegun, U.S. special envoy for North Korea, are laying groundwork for another Trump-Kim summit.
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A Honduran asylum seeker was stopped by U.S. Border Patrol agents aft er he crossed from Tijuana, Mexico, to San Diego. Many 
Central American migrants have become discouraged by the long wait to apply for asylum through offi  cial ports of entry.

GIVE AND TAKE
President Trump’s immigration plan is a compromise eff ort that, in order to reach a 
deal with Democrats, embraces some proposals he has fl at-out refused in the past.

Trump’s gives
◾ Restart the Obama-era Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program, this time under the full color 
of law.

◾ Grant renewed protection to about 300,000 people who could otherwise lose their humanitarian 
benefi ts under the Temporary Protected Status program.

◾ Restart the Central American Minors refugee program to allow children in traumatic situations in 
Central America to apply for asylum from home, without making treacherous journey north.

Areas of agreement
◾ Add offi  cers at ports of entry.

◾ Install better technology at ports of entry to improve drug detection.

◾ Make additional immigration judges available to process claims and cut into the 800,000 case 
backlog, potentially speeding up deportations.

Trump’s asks
◾  Provide $5.7 billion in funding for about 230 miles of new and replacement border barriers.

◾ Make legal changes to allow faster deportations of children and families who exploit “loopholes” to 
gain a foothold in the U.S.

◾ Increase the number of Border Patrol agents.
Source: Th e Washington Times, based on White House 
and congressional Democratic documents THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Mr. Clyburn said he was open to 
the idea of a “barrier” or “smart wall” 
along the southern border, and that a 
compromise could be closer than many 
may believe.

“We can pass a continuing resolution 
for 30 days, get the government open, 
get people back to work, and then let’s 
sit around the table and see where the 
common ground is,” Mr. Clyburn said. 
“It may be as simple as taking the ‘tem-
porary’ off  the ‘temporary protective 
status’ fi xes.”

Democratic leaders rejected out 
of hand Mr. Trump’s compromise 
proposed Saturday for a three-year 

protection of about 700,000 immigrants 
who arrived illegally as children in 
exchange for $5.7 billion for the border 
wall or barrier.

In addition to the extension for those 
receiving Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals, Mr. Trump off ered to 
extend protection to the 300,000 im-
migrants in the Temporary Protected 
Status program.

“And let’s go back and forth on this 
and see where we can fi nd common 
ground,” Mr. Clyburn said. “We are all 
for negotiating and we would love to 
have a permanent fi x for DACA and 
TPS, just as he wants a permanent wall. 
I think it’s a nonstarter for him to ask 
for a permanent wall and for us to have 
a temporary fi x.”

Mr. Trump said Saturday that Senate 

Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, Ken-
tucky Republican, has pledged to bring 
the proposal for a vote this week, but 
Democrats in that chamber were confi -
dent that it wouldn’t pass there, where 
the fi libuster means 60 votes would be 
needed and that means persuading a 
half-dozen Democrats.

Sen. Joe Manchin III of West Virginia 
was one of the few Democrats to publicly 
express optimism about Mr. Trump’s 
proposal.

“I’m hopeful the President’s state-
ment tonight will allow us to immedi-
ately reopen gov, put WVians back to 
work & start negotiating long-term im-
migration reform,” Mr. Manchin tweeted 
Saturday. “I look forward to working w/
my GOP & Dem colleagues to make this 
happen so that we can end this shameful 

shutdown.”
But more common was the reac-

tion of Rep. Adam B. Schiff , California 
Democrat, who accused the White 
House on Sunday of politicking. He 
said the proposal was aimed more at 
playing to the voters than reaching 
an agreement.

“I think the vice president and the 
president know that what the president 
announced yesterday was not going to go 
anywhere,” Mr. Schiff  said on CBS’s “Face 
the Nation.” “It wasn’t really intended to. 
It was, I think, an eff ort to prop up the 
president’s sagging poll numbers. But it 
did nothing to get us closer to ending 
the shutdown.”

Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, New York Dem-
ocrat, called the proposal a “nonstarter,” 
adding, “I don’t think you should even 

consider this because it’s three years.
“I don’t take him on his word on any-

thing,” Ms. Gillibrand said. “If he really 
cares about this, he would open up the 
government, stop the 800,000 people 
that didn’t get a paycheck last week, stop 
their suff ering.”

The showdown has become in-
creasingly personal since Mrs. Pelosi 
said at a White House meeting that she 
would refuse to consider money for 
a border wall, prompting Mr. Trump 
to walk out.

In the past week, Mrs. Pelosi had 
withdrawn her invitation to Mr. Trump 
to give the State of the Union address in 
the House, and the president has blocked 
Mrs. Pelosi and a congressional delega-
tion from traveling on a military plane to 
visit U.S. troops in Afghanistan.

SHUTDOWN
From page A1
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TV          Monday

BEST BETS SPORTS

 LEGEND: (L)=Live   (N)=New   (ITV)=Interactive Television   (PA)=Parental Advisory   ■ (Shaded)=Movies
TMS MOVIE RATINGS: ★★★★ Excellent  ★★★ Good  ★★ Fair  ★ Poor  No stars: not rated

The Resident / 8:00pm (5)  Quovadis 
may seem like an impervious, monolithic 
corporation in many respects, but its at-
torneys and executives go up against the 
intimidating Dr. AJ Austin (Malcolm-Jamal 
Warner) in the new episode “Operator Er-
ror.” One of the company’s medical devices 
has failed on a former Chastain employee, 
triggering an investigation. Meanwhile, 
Devon (Manish Dayal) turns his attention to 
a patient suffering from mysterious stomach 
pains. Elsewhere, Nic (Emily VanCamp) 
bonds with her new clinic partner (guest 
star Miles Gaston Villanueva). Matt Czuchry 
also stars.

The Good Doctor / 10:00pm (7)  In 
the wake of the traumatic quarantine, the 
Department of Public Health decides the 
hospital staff needs to review what trans-
pired and why, so they can rebuild public 
confidence, but the exhausted doctors and 
nurses just want to return to their normal 
routines for a bit in the new episode “After-
math.” Dr. Melendez and Dr. Lim (Nicholas 
Gonzalez, Christina Chang) refine both their 
personal and professional relationship as 
she continues her recovery. Freddie High-
more and Richard Schiff also star.

Independent Lens / 10:00pm 
(22,26.4)  Native American musicians who 
helped transform jazz, blues and rock mu-
sic are celebrated in “Rumble: The Indians 
Who Rocked the World,” a new 90-minute 
episode that incorporates imaginative 
recreations, interviews and archival concert 
footage. Among those sharing their stories 
about these music legends are George 
Clinton, Taj Mahal, Jackson Browne, Tony 
Bennett, Iggy Pop, Steven Tyler, Steven Van 
Zandt and Quincy Jones. The icons profiled 
include Native guitarist Jimi Hendrix, blues 
pioneer Charley Patton and jazz singer Mil-
dred Bailey, who trained her voice on Native 
American songs.

2019 Australian Open Tennis / 
2:00pm (ESPN2)  Round of 16. (Taped)

NBA Basketball / 2:00pm (SportsNET)  
Detroit Pistons at Washington Wizards. (N)

NHL Hockey / 4:00pm (NBCSP)  St. 
Louis Blues at Los Angeles Kings. (N Subject 
to Blackout)

NBA Basketball / 5:30pm (TNT)  New 
Orleans Pelicans at Memphis Grizzlies. (N Sub-
ject to Blackout)

College Basketball / 7:00pm (ESPN)  
Virginia Tech at North Carolina. (N)

Women’s College Basketball / 
7:00pm (ESPN2)  Missouri at South Carolina. 
(N)

NHL Hockey / 7:00pm (SportsNET)  San 
Jose Sharks at Florida Panthers. (N)

NBA Basketball / 8:00pm (TNT)  Hous-
ton Rockets at Philadelphia 76ers. (N Subject 
to Blackout)

College Basketball / 9:00pm (ESPN)  
Iowa State at Kansas. (N)

2019 Australian Open Tennis / 
9:00pm (ESPN2)  Men’s and Women’s Quar-
terfinals. (N)

NBA Basketball / 10:30pm (TNT)  
Golden State Warriors at Los Angeles Lakers. (N 
Subject to Blackout)

Dr. Phil / 9:00am (OWN)  Lisa says her 
husband is abusive and controlling, sending 
her into the arms of her boyfriend.
Matter of Fact With Soledad O’Brien 
/ 1:30pm (FYI)  The immigrant experience 
in the U.S.
The Ellen DeGeneres Show / 3:00pm 
(4)  Matthew McConaughey (“Serenity”).
Conan / 11:00pm (TBS)  Conan travels to 
Japan to learn about the country’s culture.
Late Night With Seth Meyers / 
12:37am (4)  Colin Jost; Michael Che.

Miles Gaston Villanueva stars in “Th e Resident” Monday on Fox.

LOCAL ▶6:30 PM ▶7:00 ▶7:30 ▶8:00 ▶8:30 ▶9:00 ▶9:30 ▶10:00 ▶10:30 ▶11:00 ▶11:30 ▶12:00
 NBC 4
 NBC 11

’ 4 News
11 NBC News

’ 4 NBC News
11 Inside

’ Access (N) ’ America’s Got Talent “The Champions Three” Champions
from around the world compete. (N)

’ Manifest Ben and Grace rush
to find Cal. (N)

’ 4 News
11 News

’ 11:34 The Tonight Show Star-
ring Jimmy Fallon (N)

 FOX 5
 FOX 45

’ 5 Fox 5 News
45 FamFeud

’ 5 Fox 5
45 Jeopardy!

’ 5 TMZ
45 Wheel

’ The Resident Dr. Austin faces
off with Quovadis. (N)

’ The Passage Amy and a
wounded Brad are on the run.

’ 5 Fox 5 News at Ten (N)
45 FOX 45 News at 10 (N)

’ 5 News
45 News

’ 5 The Final 5
45 Seinfeld

’ 5 TMZ (N)
45 Seinfeld

ABC 7
ABC 2

’ ABC World
News

’ 7 Wheel
2 List

’ 7 Jeopardy
2 Millionaire

’ The Bachelor Elyse and Colton travel to San Diego. (N) ’ The Good Doctor The staff
tries to return to normal. (N)

’ 7 News
2 News

’ 11:35 Jimmy Kimmel Live

CBS 9
CBS 13

’ 9 CBS News
13 News

’ 9 Off Script
13 CBS News

’ Entertainment
Tonight (N)

’ Big Brother: Celebrity Edition
(Season Premiere) (N)

’ Magnum P.I. Magnum and
Higgins hunt an assassin. (N)

’ Bull “Split Hairs” (N) ’ 9 9 News
13 News

’ 11:35 The Late Show With
Stephen Colbert

MNTV 20 ’Judge Judy ’Family Feud ’Family Feud ’Fox 5 News ’Family Feud ’Fox 5 News ’Family Feud ’Big Bang ’Big Bang ’Law & Order: Criminal Intent ’Law Order: CI
CW 50 ’Goldbergs ’blackish ’blackish ’Arrow (N) ’Black Lightning (N) ’DailyMailTV ’Seinfeld ’Mike & Molly ’Two/Half Men ’Two/Half Men
IND 4.2 ’Little House ’Frasier ’Frasier ’Frasier ’Frasier ’Frasier ’Frasier ’The Office ’The Office ’The Office ’The Office ’The Nanny
ION 66 ’Criminal ’Criminal Minds ’Criminal Minds “Hit” ’Criminal Minds “Run” ’Criminal Minds ’Criminal Minds “The Pact” ’Criminal
PBS 22 ’NewsHour ’Connection ’Collectibles ’Antiques Roadshow (N) ’Antiques Roadshow ’ Independent Lens (N) ’Connection ’MPT-Request
PBS 26.4 ’Business Rpt. ’PBS NewsHour (N) ’Antiques Roadshow (N) ’Secrets of Selfridges ’ Independent Lens (N) ’Amanpour and Company (N)

 ▶7:00 PM  ▶8:00  ▶9:00  ▶10:00  ▶11:00  ▶12:00
 AMC ’Footloose ’Road House ★★ (1989, Act.) Patrick Swayze, Kelly Lynch, Sam Elliott. ’The Breakfast Club ★★★ (1985) Emilio Estevez. ’11:45 Pretty in Pink ★★★

 Flix ’6:15 Snow Dogs ★★ (2002) James Coburn ’Soul Men ★★ (2008) Samuel L. Jackson. ’9:45 First Sunday ★★ (2008) Ice Cube, Katt Williams. ’Punch-Drunk Love ★★★

 FXM ’5:30 Terminator Genisys ★★ (2015) ’7:50 The Amazing Spider-Man 2 ★★ (2014) Andrew Garfield, Emma Stone. ’10:40 300: Rise of an Empire ★★ (2014) Sullivan Stapleton.
 HBO ’Anchorman: The Legend of Ron Burgundy ’Clash of the Titans ★★ (2010, Fan.) Sam Worthington. ’True Det ’10:45 High Maintenance ’Crashing ’Super 2
 HBO2 ’5:50 The Blind Side ★★★ (2009, Dra.) ’Brexit (2019) Benedict Cumberbatch. ’9:45 King in the Wilderness (2018, Doc.) ’Real Time With Bill Maher
IFC ’Two/Half Men ’Two/Half Men ’Two/Half Men ’Two/Half Men ’Two/Half Men ’Two/Half Men ’Two/Half Men ’Two/Half Men ’Two/Half Men ’Two/Half Men ’Two/Half Men ’Two/Half Men
LIFEMOV ’6:00 Saving My Baby (2019) Brianne Davis. ’The Wrong Teacher (2018) Jessica Morris, Philip McElroy. ’Nightmare Best Friend (2018) Rosslyn Luke, Jackie Moore. ’Teacher
Max ’5:40 Conspiracy Theory ★★ (1997) ’The Warrior’s Way ★★ (2010) Geoffrey Rush ’9:45 The Great Wall ★★ (2016) Matt Damon, Jing Tian. ’12 Strong ★★ (2018, War)
MoreMax ’5:30 My Cousin Rachel ★★★ ’7:20 We Are Your Friends ★★ (2015, Dra.) ’Suffragette ★★★ (2015, Historical Drama) Carey Mulligan. ’10:50 It’s Complicated ★★ (2009)
TheMovieCh ’6:15 A Dog’s Purpose ★★ (2017) ’Madea’s Family Reunion ★★ (2006, Com.) Tyler Perry. ’Marshall ★★★ (2017) Chadwick Boseman, Josh Gad. ’Daddy’s Girls
Showtime ’6:05 I Feel Pretty ★★ (2018) Amy Schumer. ’Shameless ’SMILF ’Black Monday ’10:05 Shameless ’Black Monday ’11:35 SMILF ’Thieves
Showtime2 ’6:00 What’s Love Got to Do With It ★★★ ’We Own the Night ★★ (2007) Joaquin Phoenix, Eva Mendes. ’Quantum of Solace ★★ (2008) Daniel Craig, Olga Kurylenko. ’Assassin
Starz ’Chuck, Larry ’Outlander “Providence” ’Counterpart “Twin Cities” ’9:01 Along Came a Spider ★★ (2001) Morgan Freeman. ’10:47 Outlander “Providence” ’Counterpart
STZENC ’6:36 Clear and Present Danger ★★★ (1994) Harrison Ford, Willem Dafoe. ’Beauty Shop ★★ (2005) Queen Latifah, Alicia Silverstone. ’10:48 Transporter 2 ★★ (2005, Act.)
Sundance ’M*A*S*H ’M*A*S*H ’M*A*S*H ’M*A*S*H ’M*A*S*H ’M*A*S*H ’M*A*S*H ’M*A*S*H ’M*A*S*H ’M*A*S*H ’M*A*S*H ’M*A*S*H
TurnerCM ’6:00 Daughters of the Dust ★★★ (1991) ’Glory ★★★★ (1989) Matthew Broderick, Denzel Washington. ’10:15 Philadelphia ★★★ (1993, Dra.) Tom Hanks, Denzel Washington.

 ▶7:00  ▶8:00  ▶9:00  ▶10:00  ▶11:00  ▶12:00
 CNBC ’Amer. Greed ’American Greed ’American Greed ’American Greed ’American Greed: Deadly Rich ’American Greed ’Amer. Greed
 CNN ’Situation Rm ’Erin Burnett OutFront (N) ’Anderson Cooper 360 (N) ’Anderson Cooper 360 (N) ’CNN Tonight w/ Don Lemon ’CNN Tonight w/ Don Lemon ’Cooper 360
 ESPN ’SportsCenter ’College Basketball Virginia Tech at North Carolina. (N) (L) ’College Basketball Iowa State at Kansas. Allen Fieldhouse. ’SportsCenter (N) (L) ’SportsCenter
 ESPN2 ’ Interruption ’Women’s College Basketball Missouri at South Carolina. (N) ’2019 Australian Open Tennis Men’s and Women’s Quarterfinals. From Melbourne, Australia. (N) (L)
 FoxNews ’Bret Baier ’The Story With Martha ’Tucker Carlson Tonight (N) ’Hannity (N) ’The Ingraham Angle (N) ’Fox News at Night ’Tucker
 MASN ’5:30 Nationals Classics From Sept. 11, 2018. (N) ’ESPNEWS (N) ’Joe Dooley ’Wolf Hustle ’Roy Williams ’World Boxing
 NBCSP ’6:45 NHL Overtime (N) (L) ’American Ninja Warrior ’American Ninja Warrior ’American Ninja Warrior ’American Ninja Warrior ’American Ninja Warrior
 SportsNET ’Redskins Nat. ’NHL Hockey San Jose Sharks at Florida Panthers. BB&T Center. (N) (L) ’Redskins 100 ’D.C. Sports ’D.C. Sports ’Redskins Nat. ’Redskins 100 ’Wizards Out-
  ▶7:00  ▶8:00  ▶9:00  ▶10:00  ▶11:00  ▶12:00
 A&E ’The Mummy: Tomb of the Dragon Emperor ’The Mummy ★★ (1999, Adv.) Brendan Fraser, Rachel Weisz, John Hannah. ’11:04 The Scorpion King ★★ (2002)
 Animal Plnt ’Northwest ’Last Alaskans: No Man’s ’Last Alaskans: No Man’s ’Last Alaskans: No Man’s ’North Woods Law ’North Woods Law ’Last Alaskans
 BBC ’From Russia With Love ★★★ (1963, Act.) Sean Connery, Daniela Bianchi. ’Goldfinger ★★★★ (1964, Act.) Sean Connery, Gert Frobe. ’Dr. No ★★★ (1962, Act.)
 BET ’6:00 Loving ★★★ (2016) Joel Edgerton, Ruth Negga. Premiere. ’MLK 90th Birthday (N) ’Lee Daniels’ The Butler ★★★ (2013) Forest Whitaker, Oprah Winfrey.
 Bravo ’Housewives ’Vanderpump Rules ’Vanderpump Rules ’Vanderpump Rules (N) ’Vanderpumped (N) ’Watch What ’Dating ’Vander
 Cartoon Net ’Jungle Book ’Steven Universe (N) ’Samurai Jack ’American Dad ’American Dad ’Bob’s Burgers ’Bob’s Burgers ’Family Guy ’Family Guy ’Rick, Morty ’Chicken
 Comedy Ch ’Parks ’Parks ’Parks ’Parks ’Parks ’Parks ’Parks ’Parks ’Parks ’Daily Show ’The Office ’South Park
 Discovery ’Fast N’ Loud ’Street Outlaws (N) ’Street Outlaws: Full Throttle ’Street Outlaws The championship continues. (N) ’Bad Chad-Unchained ’Outlaws
 Disney ’Raven ’Wreck-It Ralph ★★★ (2012) Voices of John C. Reilly. ’Coop & Cami ’Bizaardvark ’9:50 Bunk’d ’10:20 Bunk’d ’Raven ’Raven ’Stuck/Middle
 Disney XD ’Big City ’Big City ’Big City ’Big City ’Parker Plays ’Star Wars ’Wreck-It Ralph ★★★ (2012) Voices of John C. Reilly. ’Mickey ’Parker Plays
 DIY ’Maine Cabin ’Maine Cabin Masters ’Maine Cabin Masters ’Maine Cabin Masters (N) ’Maine Cabin Masters ’Maine Cabin Masters ’Maine Cabin
 E! ’4:30 Bridesmaids ★★★ ’Bridesmaids ★★★ (2011, Com.) Kristen Wiig, Maya Rudolph, Rose Byrne. ’Dating ’Busy Tonight ’No Strings Attached ★★

 Food Net ’Kids Baking ’Kids Baking Championship ’Kids Baking Championship ’Kids Baking Championship ’Winner Cake All (N) ’Winner Cake All ’Kids Baking
 Freeform ’Moana ★★★ (2016, Children’s) Voices of Dwayne Johnson, Auli’i Cravalho. ’Maleficent ★★ (2014, Fan.) Angelina Jolie, Elle Fanning. ’The 700 Club ’American Tail
 fX ’5:00 Selma ★★★ (2014) David Oyelowo. ’The Martian ★★★ (2015) Matt Damon. A stranded astronaut tries to survive on Mars. ’The Martian ★★★ (2015) Matt Damon.
 FYI ’Parking Wars ’Parking Wars ’Parking Wars ’Parking Wars ’Parking Wars ’Parking Wars ’Parking Wars ’Parking Wars ’Parking Wars ’Parking Wars ’Parking Wars ’Parking Wars
 GAC ’Living Alaska ’Living Alaska ’Living Alaska ’Living Alaska ’Living Alaska ’Living Alaska ’Living Alaska ’Living Alaska ’Living Alaska ’Living Alaska ’Living Alaska ’Living Alaska
 Galavision ’Mi ’P. Luche ’P. Luche ’P. Luche ’P. Luche ’P. Luche ’P. Luche ’Cousins ’Cousins ’P. Luche ’P. Luche ’Noticias
 Hallmark ’6:00 Winterfest Movie Countdown ’Winterfest Movie Countdown ’Winterfest Movie Countdown ’Golden Girls
 HGTV ’Love It-List It ’Love It or List It ’Hunters ’Hunters ’Home Town (N) ’Hunters ’Hunters Int’l ’Hunters ’Hunters Int’l ’Home Town
 History Ch ’Amer. Pickers ’American Pickers ’American Pickers: Bonus ’American Pickers (N) ’10:03 Pawn Stars (N) ’Pawn Stars ’Pawn Stars ’Amer. Pickers
 Lifetime ’The First 48 ’The First 48 ’The First 48 ’The First 48 “Alias; Duel” ’10:03 The First 48 ’11:03 The First 48 ’The First 48
 MTV ’Teen Mom 2 ’Teen Mom 2 ’Teen Mom OG (N) ’9:01 Teen Mom 2 (N) ’10:02 Made in Staten Island ’11:04 Teen Mom 2 ’Made, Staten
 Nat’l Geo ’Gold ’Tut’s Treasures: Last ’Lost Treasures of the Maya ’Drain the Oceans ’Drain the Oceans (N) ’Stonehenge Decoded ’Drain the
 Nickelodeon ’Loud House ’Bixler High Private Eye (2019) Jace Norman. ’Cousins, Life ’Madagascar: Escape 2 Africa ★★★ (2008) Chris Rock ’Friends ’Friends ’Friends
 Noggin ’Bubble ’Butterbean ’PAW Patrol ’PAW Patrol ’PAW Patrol ’PAW Patrol ’Peppa Pig ’Peppa Pig ’Peppa Pig ’Sunny Day ’Bubble ’Bubble
 OWN ’Dateline ’Dateline on OWN ’20/20 on OWN ’20/20 on OWN (N) ’Deadline: Crime ’20/20 on OWN “Slenderman” ’20/20, OWN
 PARMT ’The Expendables 2 ★★ (2012, Act.) Sylvester Stallone, Jason Statham. ’The Expendables 3 ★★ (2014, Act.) Sylvester Stallone, Jason Statham, Antonio Banderas. ’Walking Tall
 Science ’Unexplained ’NASA’s Unexplained Files ’How the Universe Works ’How the Universe Works (N) ’How the Universe Works ’Universe
 Syfy ’5:00 The Lost World: Jurassic Park ★★ ’Jurassic Park III ★★ (2001) Sam Neill, William H. Macy. ’Deadly Class “Pilot” ’Futurama ’Futurama ’Futurama
 TBS ’Family Guy ’Family Guy ’Family Guy ’Family Guy ’Family Guy ’Family Guy ’Family Guy ’American Dad ’American Dad ’Conan ’Seinfeld
 TLC ’Dr. Pimple ’Separation Anxiety ’The Man: 200lb Tumor ’ Inseparable: Joined ’My Baby’s Head ’The Boy With No Brain ’200lb Tumor
 TNT ’NBA Basketball: Pelicans at Grizzlies ’NBA Basketball Houston Rockets at Philadelphia 76ers. Wells Fargo Center. ’NBA Basketball: Warriors at Lakers
 TruTV ’ Imp. Jokers ’ Imp. Jokers ’ Imp. Jokers ’ Imp. Jokers ’ Imp. Jokers ’ Imp. Jokers ’ Imp. Jokers ’Those Who ’ Inside Jokes ’ Inside Jokes ’ Inside Jokes ’ Inside Jokes
 TVLand ’6:24 M*A*S*H ’M*A*S*H ’M*A*S*H ’Raymond ’Raymond ’Raymond ’Raymond ’Two/Half Men ’Two/Half Men ’King ’King ’King
 TVOne ’6:00 The Secret Life of Bees ★★ (2008) Queen Latifah. ’The Secret Life of Bees ★★ (2008, Dra.) Queen Latifah, Dakota Fanning. ’Good Times ’Good Times ’Good Times
 Univision ’Noticiero Uni. ’La Rosa de Guadalupe (N) ’Jesús (N) ’Mi marido tiene más familia ’Amar a muerte (N) ’ Impacto Extra ’Noticiero Uni ’Deportivo
 USA ’Law & Order ’Temptation Island ’WWE Monday Night RAW (N) (L) ’Deadly Class “Pilot” ’Temptation
 VH1 ’Love, Hip Hop ’Love & Hip Hop ’Love & Hip Hop (N) ’Cartel Crew (N) ’Love & Hip Hop ’Cartel Crew ’Love, Hip Hop
 WGN-A ’Blue Bloods ’M*A*S*H ’M*A*S*H ’M*A*S*H ’M*A*S*H ’M*A*S*H ’M*A*S*H ’M*A*S*H ’M*A*S*H ’M*A*S*H ’M*A*S*H ’Married

MOVIES

NEWS & SPORTS

VARIETY CABLE

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (Jan. 21). You’ll have increased 
control over your body, in all sorts of ways — fl exibility, 
strength and, perhaps most impressively, what comes out 
of your mouth. Your words will be like magic keys you ar-
range skillfully and use to open realms once only dreamed 
of. What you plant will be ready for the world in August. 
Pisces and Gemini adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 7, 5, 
38, 2 and 18.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Focus 
on building relationships. Human 
capital is the only real wealth in the 
end, and it will pay you in ways that 
make dollar bills and gold bars seem 
inconsequential.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Why do 
you think you have to say yes? If it’s because someone makes 
you feel as if you can’t say no, you’re being unduly pressured. 
Perhaps it’s time to recognize an imbalance and set a boundary.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). The muses are right above 
you — seeing what you see, only from a slightly higher per-
spective. They’ll whisper in your ear about it all, too, like 
giddy gossips. But the fi nal interpretation? Well, that’s for 
you to decide.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). There are times when you 
wish you didn’t feel things so acutely, but don’t equate 
strength with heartlessness. It is because you feel so deeply 
that you’ll be stronger. Let yourself feel and you’ll fi nd out 
the truth of this.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Fit matters today, pretty much 
across the board. As it is with clothes, just because they may 
technically be able to be worn doesn’t mean they fi t well. In 
relationships especially, there’s a nice fi t out there for you. 
Don’t settle for less.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). There have been times when 
you decided not to want because wanting is a risk. Wanting 
sets a person up for possible disappointment. The way to 
want well is to want what’s best for all.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Inside a fast car, the scenery is 
a blur. To someone who’s very far away, the “fast” car seems 
to be inching along the landscape. Since speed is relative, 
only judge your own, and do it by feel. A good pace is the 
pace that seems right to the one doing the moving. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). If you could focus on only 
one thing today, you’d do well to focus on making sure that 
people know how much you appreciate them. Positive inter-
actions will make lasting impressions.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You have a feeling that 
the best is yet to come, and you’re absolutely right about 
that. Part of the way you keep your optimism up is by re-
membering the good that’s already happened.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Though of course you 
could use anything at all as a jumping-off  place for your 
imagination, it’s going to be an easier, more joyful leap if 
you follow your natural curiosity to the inspiration.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Though it may seem that 
compliments are nice things to give, it’s not always the case. 
Be mindful of status dynamics at play. Complimenting a 
superior is particularly tricky. If you’re not sure, err on the 
side of formality.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). When you’re tired, you 
need to either relax or do the opposite — get thrilled — be-
cause excitement jump-starts your energy, too. You don’t 
have to decide between the two today, though. The universe 
decides for you.
CREATORS.COM

HOLIDAY  
MATHIS

HOROSCOPE

DEAR ABBY: It has been a little over two 
years since I lost my father to leukemia. 
Th e progression of his illness and death 
was rapid and unforeseen. It has been a 
tremendous emotional strain on the fam-
ily, but I seem to be having a hard time 

“ending” my grieving 
and fi nding even simple 
happiness in things I 
used to enjoy. I know 
the death of a loved one 
can change a person’s 
perspective forever, but 

I’m wondering if my process has turned 
into something else.

I am somewhat prone to depression 
(especially around the winter months), but 
have stuck with my doctor’s orders about 
medication and exercise on a regular 
basis. I was in counseling, but that seemed 
to reach its conclusion about a year ago.

I’m married with three wonderful chil-
dren, and I feel like I could be a better hus-
band and father if I could fi gure out how to 
move on. Abby, please help. — TRYING TO 
MOVE ON

DEAR TRYING TO MOVE ON: Please accept 
my sympathy for the loss of your father. The in-
ability to fi nd happiness in things that used to 
bring you joy is one of the symptoms of clinical 
depression. After two years, you should be doing 
better than you are. For that reason I’m suggest-
ing you discuss what’s going on with you with a 
psychiatrist, a doctor who has the training and 
certifi cation to give you a defi nite diagnosis and 
medicate you, if necessary. Please don’t wait to 
ask your doctor or your insurance company for 
a referral.

DEAR ABBY: My brother lives in a diff er-
ent state, and every year he comes “home” 
for a week. I’m one of six siblings who live 
in the area, but “Jim” always stays with us. 
Aft er the fi rst time he stayed here he said, 
“I’ll just keep your key for next year.”

I love my brother, but this means giving 
him my bedroom for a week or more. We 
have no other bedrooms, so I have to share 
with my husband and get no sleep. I’m in 
my 70s, and aft er a week with no sleep I 
feel awful.

I have hinted to Jim about him staying 
with his son, but he says “no.” Th e other 

siblings don’t off er because he is so criti-
cal. Everything we do has to be his way.

I really need to tell him he must stay 
elsewhere, but I can’t seem to fi nd the 
right words. My siblings say just tell him. 
What should I do? — NEEDS MY SLEEP

DEAR NEEDS SLEEP: Just tell him! Permit 
me to suggest a few phrases: “Jim, you will 
have to make other arrangements when you 
come to town because you can no longer stay 
with us. Going without sleep for a week while 
you use my bed is aff ecting my health, so 
please return our house key. We love you and 
would like to visit with you while you’re here, 
and we hope you understand.”

Do not feel guilty for saying any of it be-
cause you have been more than generous to 
your brother.

DEAR READERS: Today, we remember the 
birthday of Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., who 
in 1968 was martyred in the cause of civil 
rights. His philosophy still rings true: “Dark-
ness cannot drive out darkness; only light can 
do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love 
can do that.”
ANDREWS MCMEEL SYNDICATION

Son is still mired in grief long after father’s death

ABIGAIL 
VAN BUREN

DEAR ABBY

BY JAKE COYLE

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK | M. Night Shyamalan scored 
his fi fth No. 1 movie as the director’s “Glass,” 
while not quite the blockbuster some expected, 
nevertheless dominated the Martin Luther 
King Jr. holiday weekend at the box offi  ce with 
$40.6 million in ticket sales, according to studio 
estimates Sunday.

Universal Pictures predicted that “Glass” 
will make about $47 million over the holiday 
weekend. Some industry forecasts had gone 
as high as $75 million over four days. But poor 
reviews took some of the momentum away from 
“Glass,” Mr. Shyamalan’s fi nal entry in a trilogy 
begun with 2000’s “Unbreakable” and followed 
up with 2017’s “Split.”

Mr. Shyamalan’s fi lm registered a 35 percent 
“fresh” rating on Rotten Tomatoes. Audiences 
gave it a mediocre B on Cinema Score.

Yet the result still proved the renewed draw 
of Mr. Shyamalan, “The Sixth Sense” fi lmmaker 
synonymous with supernatural thrillers and 
unpredictable plot twists.

“Split,” which greatly overshot expectations 
with a $40 million opening and $278.5 million 
worldwide, signaled Mr. Shyamalan’s return as a 

box offi  ce force, now teamed up with horror factory 
Blumhouse Productions. Mr. Shyamalan, himself, 
put up the fi lm’s nearly $20 million budget.

Jim Orr, president of domestic distribution for 
Universal, said any forecasts beyond how “Glass” 
performed were out of whack with the studio’s own 
expectations. Mr. Orr granted that better reviews 
might have meant a larger return and that the 
winter storm across the Midwest and Northeast 
may have dampened results.

But he said Universal was thrilled with the 
results. The four-day total ranks “Glass” as the 
third best MLK weekend openings ever, behind 
only “American Sniper” ($107.2 million) and “Ride 
Along” ($48.6 million). “Glass” also picked up $48.5 
million overseas, where Disney had distribution 
rights.

“This came in at or above any reasonable in-
dustry expectations,” said Mr. Orr.

Last week’s top fi lm, Kevin Hart’s “The Upside,” 
held especially well in its second weekend, sliding 
only 23 percent with $15.7 million. STX Entertain-
ment estimated it will take $19.5 million over the 
four-day period, off ering further proof that Mr. 
Hart’s fallout as Oscar host over past homophobic 
tweets hasn’t hurt his box offi  ce appeal.

But the weekend’s biggest surprise was the 
Japanese anime fi lm “Dragon Ball Super: Broly,” 

which earned an estimated $8.7 million during 
the weekend from just 1,250 North American 
theaters, according to Comscore, and $19.5 million 
since opening Wednesday. (It grossed more than 
$7 million just on opening day.) The Funimation 
Films release, an animated martial arts fantasy, is 
the 20th fi lm in the “Dragon Ball” franchise.

The result for “Dragon Ball Super: Broly” caught 
Hollywood off  guard, prompting many to wonder: 
Just what is Dragon Ball? And who is Broly? (A 
nutty anime series created by Akira Toriyama, and 
the fi lm’s warrior antagonist, respectively.)

“The enthusiasm for this movie was certainly 
refl ected in these much bigger than expected 
numbers for a title that I don’t think anyone 
was that aware of, other than the true fans,” said 
Paul Dergarabedian, senior media analyst for 
Comscore. “If you ask the average moviegoer if 
they’ve ever heard of ‘Dragon Ball Super: Broly,’ 
they’d have absolutely no idea what you’re talk-
ing about.”

Mr. Shyamalan and Broly could do only so 
much for the overall marketplace. Other studios 
held back new wide releases to avoid going head-
to-head with “Glass.” The box offi  ce was down 18.4 
percent from the same weekend last year, when 
“Jumanji: Welcome the Jungle” was still packing 
theaters, according to Comscore.
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‘Glass’ disappoints, but tops weekend at box offi  ce
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P
eople of all faiths should be shuddering with fear over 
CNN’s most recent attacks on religious freedom and 
free speech.

As the network and its allies in the mass media 
continue to bludgeon religious practice, all Americans should 
be shaking in our boots. You might not be the target this time, 
but if First Amendment rights are infringed for Americans of 
any faith, you could be next.

CNN’s John King recently took the assault against First 
Amendment rights to an unprecedented level when he ques-
tioned the government providing Secret Service details to 

family members of the executive branch 
if they affi  liate with faith groups that 
aren’t politically correct.

This latest anti-freedom attack by 
CNN and the mass media began when 
second lady Karen Pence returned to 
teaching art at a Christian school last 
week. The private school teaches biblical 
sexual morality — you know, the doc-
trine that’s been around since the begin-
ning of humanity — that says adultery 
and sex outside of marriage are wrong. It 
adheres to the belief that God designed 
sex to be enjoyed between one man and 
one woman, joined in marriage, and that 
the practice of homosexuality is sinful.

Of course, the mass media’s latest vicious attacks against 
Mrs. Pence aren’t because she adheres to Muslim or Hindu 
doctrine, it’s because she is a Christian who actually dares to 
practice the timeless Christian doctrines she believes in, and 
because she chooses to affi  liate with a Christian institution 
that practices Christianity’s teachings too.

CNN feels quite comfortable frequently berating the vice 
president and Mrs. Pence for their faith because of the power 
that the mass media has helped the LGBTQ movement gain 
— a power that now threatens the rights of Americans of all 
stripes.

Make no mistake: CNN targets Vice President and Mrs. 
Pence solely because the Pences are practicing Christians. 
And in CNN’s latest vile bombardment, it ignorantly takes di-
rect aim at the First Amendment that protects the network too.

You simply can’t pick and choose which Americans are 
protected by the First Amendment and which aren’t. The 
First Amendment exists to protect all of us from those who 
seek to silence us because they don’t like what we say or 
believe.

These shots at Mrs. Pence by CNN are incredibly hypo-
critical — not to mention dangerous. On the one hand, the 
network constantly reminds the White House that CNN’s 
speech — even that of the rude, arrogant and selfi sh grand-
standing Jim Acosta — is absolutely protected. But the per-
sonal faith of Karen Pence and Christian schools are not?

The truth is that so-called “progressives” seek to destroy 
America’s rich Judeo-Christian value system and the prom-
ises of our Constitution, which are rooted in the freedom 
principles that Christianity champions. In so doing, they also 
threaten to silence the central message of Christ’s uncondi-
tional love for humankind, and of how God says humans can 
fi nd the deepest satisfaction and meaning by living according 
to His design. For adhering to these timeless beliefs, the mass 
media brands Mrs. Pence, and all committed conservative 
Christians, as “haters.”

Mrs. Pence refl ects the hearts of the majority of Ameri-
cans. She is gracious and kind, committed to her God, her 
family, and her country. As a teacher for some 25 years, she 
has lovingly given of herself to hundreds of families. To at-
tempt to throw her on the altar of progressive ideology is to 
torch all that is good and right about America.

As Kelly Monroe Kullberg, co-author of the bestseller 
“Finding God at Harvard” and spokeswoman for the Ameri-
can Association of Evangelicals, says: “How unloving of the 
media to smear good people with imaginary motives. One 
wonders, do members of the media have any knowledge of 
world history before the 1970s, or are they required to stick to 
their mean, Orwellian daily talking points?

“Mrs. Pence, a wise and educated woman, knows that pan-
sexuality — anything goes, so to speak — has for centuries 
left women and children prey to brute forces. Pansexuality 
leads to poverty, pedophilia, polygamy, loneliness, disease and 
cultural disorder. It is unloving, and at times cruel. Consider 
the research at University of Virginia’s National Marriage 
Project. (NationalMarriageProject.org.)

“The conversation we should be having is, ‘What is the 
nature of love? How do human beings best fl ourish?’” Ms. 
Kullberg continues.

Yes, the First Amendment allows CNN to ridicule 
Christian people. But if it is successful in its bigoted eff orts 
to silence or punish Christians for their faith, it threatens to 
uproot First Amendment protections for all of us.

⦁ Rebecca Hagelin can be reached at 
rebecca@rebeccahagelin.com.

Shame on CNN 
for attacking 

Karen Pence’s faith

“#RestaurantWeek has been OFFICIALLY EXTENDED 
through 1/27 Visit rwdmv.com to reserve your spot in some 
of the District’s best restaurants! #DCisOpen.”
— D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser, on Twitter
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BY TOM HOWELL JR.
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser is urging 
the Trump administration to reconsider 
its refusal to make unemployment in-
surance available to federal workers 
who are still on the job amid the shut-
down, yet missed their last paycheck 
and could miss another.

“It is unconscionable for the Trump 
Administration to acknowledge that 
these individuals are working without 
pay and with no end in sight, but will not 
make the smallest eff ort to help them by 
allowing states to off er unemployment 

insurance benefi ts,” Miss Bowser, a 
Democrat, tweeted Friday.

Roughly 800,000 federal employees 
are aff ected by the shutdown, including 
more than 400,000 who are considered 
essential, or “excepted,” and are working 
without pay.

Miss Bowser said at least 7,127 federal 
employees and contractors have applied 
for unemployment benefi ts in the capi-
tal region since the shutdown began. 

Among them, 5,897 have applied 
for benefi ts within the District, which 
houses many agencies.

While furloughed workers can 
tap benefi ts, the Labor Department 

guidance to states says excepted em-
ployees who remain on the job are in-
eligible, because they’re not considered 
unemployed. 

The guidance stems from the 2013 
shutdown over Obamacare, when the 
previous administration was in charge.

Leaders of mostly Democrat-led 
states say it’s unfair to workers who are 
toiling without compensation during 
this shutdown, which entered its 28th 
day Friday and shows no signs of ending.

Federal workers missed their fi rst 
paycheck on Jan. 11, and they’ll miss the 
next one, too — unless Democrats and 
President Trump and settle an impasse 

over border wall funding by late Tues-
day, a critical payroll deadline.

California Gov. Gavin Newsom, a 
Democrat, defi ed the federal guidance 
and told Transportation Security Ad-
ministration agents working at the Sac-
ramento airport Thursday to apply for 
benefi ts.

“If you show up — you should get 
paid. CA is off ering unemployment in-
surance to those hurt by the shutdown. 
The people of CA should not have to 
suff er from Washington’s games,” Mr. 
Newsom wrote on Facebook.

The Los Angeles Times reported that 
nearly 780 federal workers applied for 

unemployment insurance benefi ts dur-
ing the shutdown’s fi rst week — a 200 
percent jump from the same period in 
the previous year.

In the nation’s capital, Miss Bowser 
requested clearance Monday to pay 
excepted employees, but said that Labor 
denied her request on Thursday.

Miss Bowser pleaded with the Labor 
Department to amend its guidance so 
that everyone is covered.

“The federal government must re-
think this decision and allow us to 
off er federal employees the same sup-
port they are off ering our nation,” Miss 
Bowser said.

DISTRICT

Bowser wants unemployment pay for federal workers

BY RACHEL NANIA

WTOP-FM

Shortly after retiring from his role as conserva-
tor and curator of musical instruments at Colonial 
Williamsburg, Virginia, John Watson received an 
interesting request from the folks at Mount Ver-
non: They wanted him to build a playable replica 
of the harpsichord George Washington acquired 
for his step-granddaughter, Nelly Custis, in 1793.

A recent environmental assessment of the 
fi rst president’s Virginia home confi rmed the 18th 
century mansion could not maintain museum-
quality standards, so a few vulnerable pieces were 
moved out, including the Longman & Broderip 
harpsichord Washington ordered from London.

That’s when Mr. Watson got the call and got 
to work carving the keys and cutting the jacks 
for its replacement.

This year, when visitors walk through the 
mansion’s little parlor, they’ll once again be able 
to see the instrument that played such a promi-
nent role in life at Mount Vernon. And for the 
fi rst time, they’ll also be able to hear it.

“And we’re able to hear that sound again, 
without any impact at all on the original harp-
sichord,” said Mr. Watson, who explained restor-
ing the original instrument was a possibility, but 
replacing its broken parts with newer pieces 
would have made for an inauthentic sound 
experience.

“They did the best possible thing, which is 
to leave the original instrument as the historical 
document to guide the making of an accurate 
reproduction,” he said. “We’re ending up with 
an instrument that’s more like the original 
harpsichord would have been when it was new, 
than the original one can ever be again.”

The harpsichord — which produces its 
unique sound by plucking strings — started 
to lose its luster in the late 18th century as the 
piano rose to popularity.

Even though it was “phasing out,” Mr. Wat-
son said the instrument’s capabilities continued 
to develop into the 1790s, and Washington went 
for a top-of-the-line model. He likens the 61-
key, 93-inch-long harpsichord that Washington 
ordered for Nelly, who he and Martha raised at 

Mount Vernon, to a fancy car that can parallel 
park itself.

“What we have with the Mount Vernon harp-
sichord is a harpsichord that is diff erent from 
any other surviving period harpsichord,” Mr. 
Watson said, referring to its distinctive leather 
plectra, Venetian swell and machine stop.

Mount Vernon curator Susan Schoelwer, 
the executive director of historic preservations 
and collections, said music played an important 
role in life at Mount Vernon. The harpsichord 
was played during dinners and dances. Nelly 
also played it to entertain the president’s VIP 
visitors, so being able to hear it at the mansion 
will help visitors better understand the history 
of the family, the house and the period.

“I see going through a historic site, like 
Mount Vernon, as the ultimate immersive 
experience — being able to put yourself imagi-
natively back into what it was like in the 18th 
century. And in most sites, that’s often largely 
visual,” Ms. Schoelwer said. “But to be able to 
add the sound just really makes spaces come 
alive.”

VIRGINIA

Mount Vernon gets reproduction of Washington’s harpsichord

BY VALERIE RICHARDSON

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

A group of Catholic boys, some wearing 
red Make America Great Again caps, has been 
decried for harassing an American Indian as he 
performed a drum ceremony, but now it appears 
that there may be more to the story.

Multiple videos taken Friday show Omaha 
tribe elder Nathan Phillips and other men walk-
ing toward a group from Covington Catholic 
High School in the suburbs of Cincinnati as the 
boys performed a school cheer, then making 
their way inside their circle.

“In this midst of our cheers, we were ap-
proached by a group of adults led by Nathan Phil-
lips, with Phillips beating his drum. They forced 
their way into the center of the group,” a student 
told WKRC-TV in Cincinnati in a statement.

“We initially thought this was a cultural dis-
play since he was beating along to our cheers so 
we clapped to the beat,” said the statement. “He 
came to stand in front of one of my classmates 
who stood where he was, smiling and enjoying 
the experience. However, after multiple minutes 
of Mr. Phillips beating his drum directly in the 
face of my friend (mere centimeters from his 
nose), we became confused and started wonder-
ing what was happening.”

In another letter released Sunday evening, 
Nick Sandmann, who was the object of much 
social media criticism and doxxing attempts 
over the weekend for just smiling at Mr. Phillips, 
wrote that he was “singled out” by the American 
Indian protester.

“The protestor everyone has seen in the video 
began playing his drum as he waded into the 
crowd, which parted for him,” he wrote. “I did 
not see anyone try to block his path. He locked 
eyes with me and approached me, coming within 
inches of my face. He played his drum the entire 
time he was in my face.” 

“I never interacted with this protester,” he 
added. “I did not speak to him. To be honest, I 
was startled and confused as to why he had ap-
proached me. We had already been yelled at by 
another group of protestors.”

The episode happened Friday after two Wash-
ington marches: the 46th annual March for Life, 
which the boys had joined, and the Indigenous 
Peoples March, which Mr. Phillips had attended.

“It was not until later that we discovered they 
would incriminate us as part of a publicity stunt,” 
said the student’s statement.

Initial videos posted by liberal activists 
showed Mr. Phillips surrounded by dozens of 
teenagers laughing and clapping while one boy 

stared him in the face, spurring national news 
coverage condemning the boys for racist “taunt-
ing” of the older man, a Vietnam veteran.

“A troubling scene many are calling racist 
played out in Washington yesterday on the steps 
of the Lincoln Memorial,” said NBC News an-
chor Jose Diaz Balart. “Some students harassing 
an older Native American, a Vietnam vet, in the 
midst of a special ceremony.”

“Teens in Make America Great Again hats 
mock Native American elder at the Lincoln 
Memorial,” the CNN headline said.

Rep. Deb Haaland, New Mexico Democrat, 
blasted the students, tweeting that their “display 
of blatant hate, disrespect, and intolerance is a 
signal of how common decency has decayed 
under this administration. Heartbreaking.”

But others say extended video shows that Mr. 
Phillips spurred the confrontation.

“In it, one of the Catholic boys is overheard 
asking, ‘Does anybody know what he’s doing? 
Does anybody know what’s going on here?’” said 
Rod Dreher in a Sunday article for the American 
Conservative.

“And in it, one of the Indians with Phillips 
shouts: ‘White people, go back to Europe. This 
is not your land.’ He curses the students with 
F-bombs (video is NSFW). He goes on: ‘You’re 
being a white man about it. That’s all you know 
how to do,’” said Mr. Dreher.

 After the drumming stops and the crowd 
disperses, a speaker with a fringe group called 
the Black Hebrews begins accusing President 
Trump of homosexuality.

 In an interview, Mr. Phillips said that some of 
the students chanted “build the wall,” although 
the video does not show that.

“Chants of ‘build the wall’ and other things that 
were even worse,” Mr. Phillips told NBC. “They 
were brought up to believe I’m less than human.”

In his Sunday evening statement, Mr. Sand-
mann also said he did not hear any “build the 
wall” comments.

 The March for Life issued a statement con-
demning the “reprehensible behavior shown in 
the video,” while Covington Catholic issued a 
statement extending its “deepest apologies to 
Mr. Phillips.”
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Video shows diff erent story at D.C. rally
Students say man 
approached them

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Multiple videos taken Friday show Omaha tribe elder Nathan Phillips and other men walking toward 
a group of students wearing Make America Great Again hats as the boys performed a school cheer.
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By Jed Babbin

P
resident Trump’s surprise announcement that the United 
States was pulling all its troops out of Syria caught everyone 
by surprise. He quickly backed off  of an immediate with-
drawal — or seemed to — and then the Pentagon announced 
that the withdrawal was underway.

Or not. Both Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and National 
Security Adviser John Bolton spent a week visiting our Middle 
Eastern allies (with 
one notable excep-

tion) to assure them that we weren’t 
going to leave unless certain conditions 
were met. 

The principal condition was that the 
Kurdish forces would not be abandoned 
to the murderous intentions of Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. Mr. 
Erdogan refused to meet with Mr. Bolton 
during his swing through the Middle 
East. 

Publicly, the steadiest hands in these 
debates are Messrs. Pompeo and Bolton. 
But their voices only translate what Mr. 
Trump’s policies really are. Such was the 
case on Jan. 10 when Mr. Pompeo gave 
what was, so far, the best foreign policy 
speech of the Trump era.

Addressing an audience at American 
University in Cairo, which included 
Egyptian President Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi, 
Mr. Pompeo made it clear that the mis-
takes made in former President Obama’s 
Middle East policies were rejected by Mr. 
Trump. 

Mr. Pompeo recited three mistakes 
stated by Mr. Obama in his 2009 speech 
at the same university: First, that radical 
Islamic terrorism does not stem from 
ideology; second, that the 9-11 attacks led 
America to abandon its ideals, particu-
larly in the Middle East; and third, that 
the United States and the Muslim world 
needed a “new beginning.” It was a direct 
condemnation of Mr. Obama’s policies 
that Mr. Trump could have, and probably 
should have, made himself.

Mr. Pompeo said that our penchant 
for wishful thinking led to our failure to help Iran’s revolutionaries in the 2009 “Green 
revolution,” and “to look the other way as Hizballah, a wholly owned subsidiary of the 
Iranian regime, accumulated a massive arsenal of approximately 130,000 rockets and 
missiles” all pointed at Israel. 

He said that our reluctance to act emboldened Iran and allowed its regime to spread 
its “cancerous infl uence to Yemen, to Iraq, to Syria and still further to Lebanon.” Regard-
ing Syria, Mr. Pompeo noted that while Mr. Trump has ordered our withdrawal from 
Syria, our mission there hasn’t changed. In blunt language, he said that U.S. airstrikes in 
the area “will continue as targets arise.” Which could be very often.

Mr. Pompeo left no doubt that the United States would neither cease its eff orts to 
defeat ISIS, al Qaeda and other terrorist networks nor will we cease our eff orts to stop 

Iran from spreading its malevolent infl uence in the region. His message was clear: 
America is not reluctant to act and will do so whenever circumstances require that we 
do.  

Four days before Mr. Pompeo’s speech, Mr. Bolton — who was speaking for the 
president — said that our withdrawal from Syria was conditioned on an agreement 
with Turkey that protected the Kurdish forces that have been fi ghting alongside our 
troops in Syria. That remark brought an angry response from Mr. Erdogan saying that 
Turkey wouldn’t compromise, meaning that there will be no such agreement and that 
he still intends to kill all the Kurdish troops when we leave Syria.

Then, on Jan. 13, Mr. Trump tweeted 
the threat that we would “devastate” 
Turkey’s economy if it attacked the Kurds 
and suggested that a 20-mile “safe zone” 
be established to protect them. The fol-
lowing day, in a conversation with Mr. 
Erdogan, Mr. Trump evidently made him 
an off er he couldn’t refuse, reiterating 
that America would devastate Turkey’s 
economy if Mr. Erdogan carried out his 
threat to attack the Kurds. Mr. Erdogan 
surrendered to Mr. Trump’s demand.

The call took place on Monday, and 
on Tuesday Mr. Erdogan agreed that 
there would be a 20-mile-wide safe zone 
for the Kurds along Turkey’s border with 
the Kurdish-held area of Syria.

How to protect the Kurds, and by 
what means, is one of the most impor-
tant questions facing Mr. Trump. The oil-
rich Kurdish territory of northern Iraq is 
prized by the Turks, Iraqis and Iranians. 
Mr. Erdogan fervently desires to capture 
all of the Kurdish territory in southeast-
ern Turkey and northeastern Syria. 

The situation is a bit analogous to that 
which faced the victorious Allied powers 
when they met in Paris in 1919 to divide 
the world and decide which nations 
would rule its parts. Margaret Mitch-
ell’s history of that period, “Paris 1919,” 
explains that an independent Kurdistan 
— even an autonomous Kurdish region 
of Turkey — was considered and then 
rejected for lack of interest and because 
the Kurds were too weak to represent 
themselves eff ectively. 

The Trump-Erdogan agreement on 
the safe zone doesn’t, by a long shot, 

establish an independent Kurdistan. It will only last until Mr. Erdogan believes he can’t 
get away with violating it. Moreover, Iran, Turkey and Iraq aren’t bound by it. 

But the agreement buys at least a little time for Mr. Trump to further his policies as 
explained in Mr. Pompeo’s speech. Iran, its proxy Hezbollah, and Russia are accelerat-
ing the pace of their aggression. Mr. Trump needs to match their pace to get ahead of 
their moves with our own. 

If our adversaries, and even some of our allies, are confused by our actions that’s not 
a bad thing at all. 

Jed Babbin, a deputy undersecretary of Defense in the George H.W. Bush 
administration, is the author of “In the Words of Our Enemies.”

The offer Erdogan couldn’t refuse
Central to the Trump-Erdogan agreement is protection of the Kurds

By Stephen Moore
and Arthur Laff er

O
n Saturday President Trump 
shrewdly fl ipped the table 
on House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi in the government 

shutdown standoff . 
Mr. Trump has now proposed a 

grand bargain on immigration: Le-
galization of some 1 million so-called 
“Dreamers” — the foreigners who 
were brought into the United States 
illegally by their parents — and an 
immediate end to the shutdown, if she 
agrees to expand funding to $5.7 billion 
for the wall.

It’s the kind of checkmate politi-
cal maneuver that may guarantee his 
reelection.

It’s smart because it now puts 
the onus on Mrs. Pelosi to open the 
government. It also puts the pressure 
on Mrs. Pelosi to act on immigration 
reform. For 25 years Democrats have 
preferred to politicize the immigration 
issue — and treat Hispanic voters as 
political hostages — rather agree to a 
bipartisan solution to deal with the 10 
million illegal immigrants residing in 
the United States.

There’s no good option for Mrs. 
Pelosi now.  

If she says yes to this deal, Mr. 
Trump fulfi lls a critical campaign 
promise — build the wall — and he 
can take political credit for a humane 
and popular way to give Dreamers 
the right to stay in this country. He 
can boast about this in his State of the 
Union and tell voters that he achieved 
an immigration solution that none of 
his predecessors — not even Barack 
Obama — could. He can boast of the 
wall and freedom from government 
persecution for the Dreamers.

He can also score big gains with 

Latino voters. Many believe that Mr. 
Trump dislikes them and is “racist.” 
This deal — combined with the best 
job market for Hispanics in 50 years — 
would show immigrants that r. Trump 
cares about them and has taken signifi -
cant actions to improve their lives and 
their economic opportunities.

If Pelosi says no to the DACA for 
the wall deal, suddenly she is the hard-
headed politician that is keeping the 
government shutdown. She will have 
rejected a deal that most Americans 
will regard as fair and reasonable.  

She will also now be seen as the 

obstacle to immigration reform. My 
Democratic friends on Capitol Hill 
confi rm to me privately that the last 
thing Mrs. Pelosi wants is for Mr. 
Trump to steal credit for solving 
the immigration crisis and making 
headway with Hispanics. This is why 

she rejected a previous trial balloon 
proposal by Mr. Trump to legalize 
Dreamers.

Many Latino voters will see that she 
is more interested in political power, 
rather than taking positive steps to 
actually help prevent a family member 
from facing deportation. If Mr. Trump 

could win 10 percent more of the 
Hispanic vote, no Democrat can defeat 
him.

Yes, the devil is in the details of the 
DACA deal. This should not include a 
path to citizenship.  Citizenship would 
reward an illegal act. It also must not 
be an “amnesty,” but rather an “earned 
legalization.” The Dreamers should 
qualify if they pay a fi ne for their 
illegal entry and there must be very 
strict prohibitions imposed on DACA 
residents against obtaining welfare 
benefi ts in the future. Most immigrants 
who are hardworking would accept 
those conditions in a heartbeat. 

Mr. Trump might also put on the 
table an expansion of the H1B program 
that allows highly talented engineers, 
mathematicians, scientists, and others 
with specialized skills to come and 
stay in the United States. They create 
far more jobs than they take. 

Mr. Trump is to be commended for 
accepting a political reality: The Dream-
ers are going to get legal status at some 
point and why not now so Mr. Trump 
can take credit. Republican political 
pollster Ed Goeas has recently noted 
that this proposal combines two popular 
concepts — the wall and DACA.

The political chaos from the 
government shutdown hasn’t been 
working in the president’s favor. He 
needed an exit strategy. Some four 
weeks into the shutdown standoff , he 
found it. Now one way or the other, 
Mr. Trump will come out a big winner 
— at Mrs. Pelosi’s expense. Well done, 
Mr. President. 

Stephen Moore, a columnist for The 
Washington Times, is an economic 
consultant with FreedomWorks and 
served as a senior economic adviser 
to Donald Trump during the 2016 
campaign. 

Navigating the Pelosi shutdown
Trump scores a victory in the immigration debate
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By Todd Tiahrt

A
s we enter a new year, we 

must face the fact that 
modern problems re-
quire modern solutions. 

The recent Consumer Electronics 
Show highlighted a wide variety of 
innovative, forward-looking tech-
nologies that will usher in a new age 
of performance and connectivity. As 
we become more technology-depen-
dent, the shared need of Americans 
for resilient, stable and economic 
power will continue to grow.

Whether it’s new electric vehicles 
or a nationwide fi fth-generation 
wireless network, in order to address 
modern technological need, our lead-
ers must focus on maximizing modern, 
clean power generation technology by 
unshackling energy producers from 
burdensome regulations. Bailing out 
uncompetitive industries, as the Trump 
administration has proposed for out-
dated nuclear and coal plants, is not the 
answer and only handicaps progress 
toward a smarter, technologically-
centric future.

The American economy needs 
a cost-eff ective, safe and secure 

Toward        
a sounder 

power 
generation 

policy
Why America’s leaders 

must focus on maximizing 
modern clean power 

technology

» see TIAHRT | B3
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The balance of political power in Wash-
ington requires a nimble gait afoot for 
those who come to town to do good 

and stay to do well. William Barr, the presi-
dent’s nominee for U.S. attorney general, has 
navigated skillfully the avenues that lead to 
the top at the Department of Justice. If con-
fi rmed as the nation’s 85th attorney general, 
Mr. Barr must remember where to tiptoe 
within the endless ranks of Washington 
lawyers and where to come down hard 
with both feet.

Few have a better working knowledge 
of the swamp than the man who was the 
attorney general in the relatively kinder, 
gentler era of George H.W. Bush. Mr. Barr 
was obliged, in confi rmation testimony 
before the Senate Judiciary Committee, 
to pledge something close to allegiance to 
special counsel Robert Mueller and his end-
less investigation into whether President 
Trump colluded with the Russians to cook 
the results of the 2016 presidential election:

“I believe it is in the best interest of every-
one — the president, Congress, and, most 
importantly, the American people — that 
this matter be resolved by allowing the spe-
cial counsel to complete his work,” he told 
the senators. “The country needs a credible 
resolution to these issues. If confi rmed, I will 
not permit partisan politics, personal inter-
ests, or any other improper consideration to 
interfere with this or any other investigation. 
I will follow the special counsel regulations 
scrupulously and in good faith, and on my 
watch, Bob will be allowed to complete his 
work.” Just the right sentiments, but the 
observant will note his use of Mr. Mueller’s 
given name, and no doubt wonder why.

Democrats nonetheless harbor deep sus-
picion that the nominee’s Republican politi-
cal affi  liation predisposes him to throw off  
the mantle of objectivity and derail Bob’s 
investigation in its 11th hour. Indeed, Mr. 
Barr has written that the special counsel’s 
query into whether President Trump en-
gaged in obstruction of justice could be 
“fatally conceived.” He reassured the com-
mittee, though, that his line of reasoning 
was based on news reports rather than 
direct knowledge of the probe’s focus.

While Mr. Barr has questioned the fair-
ness of an investigation that targets Mr. 
Trump and put the needed investigation 
of Hillary Clinton’s fatally conceived cam-
paign off -limits, he balked at joining the 
chorus of Republicans who suspect the 
special counsel of prosecutorial indiscre-
tion. “I don’t believe Mr. Mueller would be 
involved in a witch hunt,” Mr. Barr said. (If 
not witches, warlocks?) During more than 
two years of searching the nation’s capital 

from end to end, fi nding common crimi-
nal and character fl aws hiding among the 
monuments, there’s still no evidence that 
Mr. Trump conspired with Russia to steal 
a presidential election.

Skeptics wary of the fl ora and fauna 
that thrive in the Washington swamp were 
hardly reassured to hear the nominee de-
scribe a 30-year friendship with the spe-
cial counsel: “I would say we were good 
friends,” he testifi ed. There are well over 
a million lawyers in the United States, but 
the same familiar faces fi ll the front pages 
and television screens from administration 
to administration, with much slapping of 
backs and scratching of itches. How does 
the lady with the scale keep her blindfold 
in place (to say nothing of her virtue)?

Apart from the permanent frenzy to 
bring down a president under the weight 
of gossip, tale-bearing and innuendo, other 
issues require the attention of a Justice 
Department leader who can avoid the mis-
steps that eventually sent the innocent Jeff  
Sessions back home to Alabama. Toward 
that end, Mr. Barr has vowed to implement 
the First Step Act — recently enacted to 
recycling convicted prisoners — and to 
intensify prosecution of hate crimes and 
attacks on election integrity.

With blunt acknowledgement of the 
current immigration and drug-fl ow chaos, 
Mr. Barr touched on the national security 
issue that has shut down most of the federal 
government since Dec. 22: “We need to have 
a barrier system on the border to get control 
over the border.” Common sense spoken to 
power is refreshing.

William Barr doesn’t need the benefi t of 
the doubt to qualify as the nation’s attorney 
general — fairness will do. That is something 
he is more likely to receive from Republicans 
than Democrats permanently stalled in full 
Trump-resistance mode. If confi rmed, he 
should honor his promise to enable good old 
Bob to conclude his investigation without 
interference. We hope good old Bob won’t 
take that as a blanket blessing of lawyerly 
slow-pokery.

When that investigation is complete, as 
it inevitably must be, Mr. Barr, and not 
another special counsel, should open the 
other crucial inquiry, a thorough investiga-
tion into whether politically bent offi  cials 
at the Justice Department and the Obama 
White House conspired with the Clinton 
presidential campaign to derail the Trump 
presidency at its beginning. Barring that, 
thoughtful Americans might conclude 
there’s little reason to maintain the histori-
cal reverence for that lady with the scales 
and blindfold.

Putting William Barr to the test
There’s more than the Trump hunt to demand his attention

Members of Congress, you are stran-
gling the citizens of the United States 
of America with your outrageous 
ego battles among one another, each 
attempting to gain some supercilious 
triumph over your enemy, who is 
simply a member of the other political 
party. You have lost sight and purpose 
of what it is you have been elected to 
do, which is serve the people of this 
country. What you are doing instead 
is simply trying to build your own 
personal political bases — at the cost 
of the American populace and the 
United States economy. 

Regarding the Mexico-U.S. border 
wall, those of you in leadership posi-
tions are not showing any leadership, 

only partisanship and self-interest. You 
are looking like fools for reversing your 
own positions from as little as 10 years 
ago, when you appeared at podiums of 
the House and Senate espousing such a 
control. But now with a president who 
is ready to build it, you stonewall not 
the border but him.

And Mr. President, you need to be 
much less petulant. Stop acting like a 
spoiled brat. This country cannot re-
spond to that kind of behavior, so work 
with the people you don’t like as well as 
the ones you like. And stop embarrass-
ing the people who work directly for 
you. Make them faithful to you. 

It’s not a bad time to build the wall. 
Frankly, the cost is probably less than 

that of all the personnel it will take to 
properly patrol a border without a wall. 
We have paid for similar protections in 
other countries such as Lebanon, Israel 
and more.

We also must have the government 
return to full operation, and govern-
ment workers return to full employ-
ment and salaries. You 536 in Wash-
ington do not see or experience what 
is happening, but you have created a 
critical slowdown in our economy 
which is quickly growing and can have 
devastating long-term eff ects. This 
must be ended.

TOM O’HARA
Sharon, Conn.

Congress, president, clean up acts

State of the union? Nancy Pelosi 
personifi es the answer to that ques-
tion. It’s become crystal clear that 
draining the swamp is never going 
to happen. The career politicians 
know how to manipulate the process 
for lifetime appointments.

First, let’s just get to the basics 
without any fi nger pointing. You take 
an oath to uphold and defend the U.S. 
Constitution. You are a member of 
the legislative branch of government. 

You have a mission to protect and 
defend this nation and its citizens. 
It’s not a choice and you don’t get 
to decide which laws you like and 
which you don’t. 

Members of the House have an 
obligation of loyalty fi rst and then 
to prioritize the chain of command. 
Citizen, house, God, country — that’s 
all they need to know and if they 
can’t respect this simple code then 
they aren’t competent to represent 

us. Representatives who fl y off  the 
reservation should be subject to 
immediate expulsion, and given no 
mercy and no second chances.

This is about respect, obligation 
and conduct. Those who can’t re-
spect the code should answer to a 
tribunal and we’re not talking a jury 
of their peers.

STEPHEN MOUNGELIS
Mt. Airy, Md.

Remove congressional-duty shirkers

TELL YOUR CHILDREN: THE TRUTH 
ABOUT MARIJUANA, MENTAL 
ILLNESS, AND VIOLENCE
By Alex Berenson
Free Press, $26, 272 pages

 
By Paul Davis

M
any people these days, it 
seems, believe that marijuana 
is a mostly harmless drug 
that helps to ease pain and 

relaxes people, like a good, stiff , alcoholic 
drink. But like alcohol, the eff ects of mari-
juana can be serious and even deadly.

Alex Berenson, a thriller writer and for-
mer New York Times reporter, has written a 
book that exposes the myths of marijuana at 
a time when many politicians are pushing for 
nationwide legalization.

In “Tell Your Children: The Truth About 
Marijuana, Mental Illness, and Violence,” 
Alex Berenson warns that the chemical in 
marijuana that causes one to “get high,” 9-tet-
rahdrocannabinol, commonly called THC, 
can cause psychotic episodes that can end in 
violence.

Mr. Berenson opens the 
book with a story about a 
woman in Cairns, Australia, 
who stabbed eight children to 
death in 2014. Seven of the chil-
dren were hers and the eighth 
child was her niece. As Mr. 
Berenson explains, the woman 
suff ered from psychosis and the 
mental illness schizophrenia, 
which can cause hallucinations, 
delusions and paranoia.

Justice Jean Dalton of the 
Supreme Court of Queensland 
ruled that the woman was suff ering from 
mental illness, paranoid schizophrenia and 
that she had no capacity to know what she 
was doing was wrong. Justice Dalton also 
noted that the woman had a history of the 
use of cannabis since she was in the 9th 
grade, and that all the psychiatrists thought 
that it is likely that it is this long-term use 
of cannabis that caused the mental illness 
schizophrenia to emerge.

“With those words, Dalton made one of 
the fi rst judicial fi ndings anywhere linking 
marijuana, schizophrenia, and violence — a 
connection that cannabis advocates are des-
perate to hide,” Mr. Berenson writes.

Mr. Berenson claims in the book that 
cannabis-linked violence is spreading. He re-
ports that in the four states that fi rst legalized 
marijuana, murders have risen 25 percent 
since legalization. 

“I know what a lot of you are thinking 
right now,” Mr. Berenson writes. “This is 
propaganda. Marijuana is safe. Way safer that 
alcohol. Barack Obama smoked it. Bill Clin-
ton smoked it, too, even if he didn’t inhale. 
Might as well say it causes presidencies. I’ve 
smoked it myself, I liked it fi ne. Maybe I got a 
little paranoid, but it didn’t last. Nobody ever 
died from smoking too much pot.”

Mr. Berenson goes on to note that many 

will think his arguments silly and think of the 
ridiculous 1936 fi lm “Reefer Madness.” He 
writes that he knows what many readers are 
thinking, as it’s what people have been told 
for the past 25 years and he once thought so 
as well.

But Mr. Berenson changed his thinking 
on the subject when his wife, Jacqueline, a 
Harvard and Columbia trained-psychiatrist 
who specializes in evaluating mentally ill 
criminals, told him that all the mentally ill 
criminals she evaluated smoked marijuana. 
She told her husband that all the big studies 
say this and that he should read them.

He did.
“I am not a scientist or physician,” Mr. Be-

renson explains. “But I covered the prescrip-
tion drug industry for The New York Times 
for years. I learned how to read studies and 
research papers — and how to ask scientists 
about drug risks and side eff ects. Still, as I 
mentioned, when I began researching mari-
juana, mental health, and violence, I didn’t 
expect much.”

“I was wrong.”
Mr. Berenson off ers the history of 

marijuana studies, which dates 
back 2,000 years, but suggests 
that more studies are needed. 
Today, he notes, doctors and 
scientists have much to learn 
about the links between can-
nabis and mental illness.

“Most people will never 
have a psychotic episode 
while using marijuana. Some 
will have temporary breaks 
from reality. But an unlucky 
minority of users develop 
full-blown schizophrenia,” 
Mr. Berenson writes. “At this 

point, doctors have no way of predicting 
who they will be.”

Mr. Berenson writes that the most impor-
tant fi nding linking marijuana and psychosis 
is a 2017 468-page research report issued by 
the National Academy of Medicine titled 
“The Health Eff ects of Cannabis and Canna-
binoids.” The study reported that marijuana 
does not appear to cause lung cancer. But the 
study off ers less good news when it comes 
to mental health. The study found strong evi-
dence that marijuana causes schizophrenia 
and some evidence that it worsens bipolar 
disorder and increases the risks of suicide, 
depression and social anxiety disorder.

The higher the use, the greater the risk, 
the study concludes.

Mr. Berenson off ers other studies and 
interviews with doctors and scientists and he 
makes a strong case of the linkage of mari-
juana and mental illness. He also interviews 
some of the movers and shakers behind the 
movement that want to legalize marijuana 
nationwide.

“Tell Your Children” is an interesting book 
that should be read by all concerned and not 
written off  as merely anti-pot propaganda.     

Paul Davis is a writer who covers crime, 
espionage and terrorism. 

Noting the serious, even 
deadly, effects of marijuana
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power-generation capability to sustain a grow-
ing economy fi lled with opportunity. Given the 
energy revolution the United States is currently 
enjoying, now is the time to do the right thing: 
Get government out of the way and let the free 
market decide the best means to provide safe 
and reliable electric power.

Unfortunately, the Trump administration 
has supported subsidizing nuclear- and coal-
fi red power generating facilities through a Ko-
rean War-era bill called the Defense Production 
Act of 1950. Despite the availability of newer, 
less expensive and 
equally secure 
power genera-
tion technologies, 
plans have been 
fl oated to keep un-
competitive coal 
plants online.

According to 
the administra-
tion, our power 
distribution 
systems must 
“depend on an 
electric grid that 
can withstand and 
recover from a 
major disruption, 
whether from an 
adversarial attack 
or a natural disas-
ter.” The admin-
istration believes, 
erroneously, that 
coal- and nuclear-
fi red plants are 
less susceptible to 
disruptions than 
other forms of 
power generation 
like natural gas. 
But subsidiz-
ing older power 
generation to 
compete with 
newer technology 
is counterproduc-
tive, short-sighted 
and an exhausted 
possibility. 

This is one more federal policy that ignores 
technological advances by private-sector 
companies that prepare for natural disasters 
and adversarial assaults, such as cyber-attacks. 
As with previous federal initiatives, this scheme 
has been developed from political motivations, 
not from scientifi c methods, technological 
advances or private-sector market decisions by 
companies whose sole purpose is to provide 
safe and secure electrical power.

More recently, government intervention in 
the power-generation industry has resulted in 
federally backed loans to solar panel manufac-
turers, tax credits for wind-powered electri-
cal generators and regulations to carry out 
the alleged “war on coal.” All were intended 
to sidestep the basic economics of satisfying 
consumer demand by private-sector means. 
Through these policies we have built solar 
power arrays and wind towers for electrical 
power-generating capabilities, but each of these 
policy stratagems has been problematic.

With maintenance and operational costs 

triple that of gas turbines, nuclear power-gen-
eration plants are a money pit for consumers. 
With cheaper, more effi  cient and more easily 
maintained gas turbines powering the electric 
grid, governments, businesses, and consum-
ers will benefi t. Lower energy costs will free 
up more capital and allow utilities to invest in 
newer infrastructure and further enhance their 
power-generation capabilities.

America’s power sector has weighed the 
threats from outside forces, such as cyber-
attacks and natural disasters. In 2017, pipeline 
operators spent $6.1 billion to secure their 
infrastructure and these operators are slated 
to increase investment in the coming years. 
Exaggerated, worst-case-scenario reports from 

alarmist voices 
exacerbate fears 
and advise top-
down solutions 
that vitalize 
those calling 
for taxpayer 
subsidies.

With their 
operability at 
stake, the natural 
gas industry is 
keenly aware of 
the cyber and 
physical threats 
they face, which 
is why they are a 
leading stake-
holder in the 
energy indus-
try on cyber 
preparedness. 
Eff orts include 
taking part in 
training exer-
cises that simu-
late cyber and 
armed assaults 
on U.S. electric 
networks and 
working closely 
with a number 
of federal agen-
cies, like TSA, 
DHS and DoD, 
to improve the 
resiliency of the 
grid. For all these 
entities, the fail-

ure of a power disruption is not an option.
Winston Churchill once famously said, “You 

can depend upon the Americans to do the right 
thing but only after they have exhausted every 
other possibility.” Churchill made this state-
ment while expressing frustration to wait on 
U.S. support during the early stages of World 
War II. Yet today, this line could apply to the 
Trump administration’s power generation 
policy.

The excuse of using Cold War policies from 
the ’50s, fl avored with today’s cyber security 
threats to justify subsidizing older power-
generation systems is an exhausted strategy, 
like previous problematic proposals to prop up 
less competitive sectors. It’s time for America to 
fi nally do the right thing and rely on market-
driven, private-sector solutions to provide 
reliable and secure electrical power.

Todd Tiahrt is a former Republican member 
of Congress from Kansas who served on the 
House Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Defense.

Tiahrt
From page B1
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By Robert Knight

Some years ago, a fake edition of the tabloid 
National Enquirer hit the streets. The prob-
lem was that it’s nearly impossible to satirize 
something already over the top. It wasn’t 

funny.
The same thing occurred this past Wednesday in 

Washington, where a leftist team distributed a reported 
30,000 copies of a faux edition of The Washington Post. 

The fake paper reported under an all-caps headline 
“UNPRESIDENTED” that President Trump had disap-
peared. The subhead read: “Trump hastily departs White 
House, ending crisis.” Another headline was “Celebrations 
break out worldwide as Trump era ends.”

The festivities would be those erupting in news-
rooms, which have abandoned any 
pretense of fairness. They 
shamelessly tried to de-
stroy Donald Trump 
before he took 
offi  ce and are 
still at it.

On CNN, 
panel after 
panel of 
“experts” 
denounce 
anything 
Mr. Trump 
does while a 
headline such 
as “Trump 
Refuses 
Compromise” 
dominates the 
lower screen. Con-
versely, Democrats 
are cast as angels. 

After she foolishly 
submitted to a DNA test 
that conclusively proved 
that Sen. Elizabeth Warren, 
Massachusetts Democrat, 
had lied about being a “Native American,” CNN’s 
headline touted that the test showed “evidence” of her 
“Native American heritage.” It was the polar opposite 
of what actually occurred. 

In print and online, it’s a race between The New 
York Times and The Washington Post as to which 
is more rabidly anti-Trump, anti-conservative, anti-
Republican and, sad to say, 
anti-Christian.    

Living in the Washington, 
D.C., area and having to read 
The Post every day (with The 
Washington Times as the 
antidote), I can’t imagine the 
New York crew topping The 
Post for news fakery. 

It’s so bad that the Media Research Center, which 
reported the fake Post edition, ran a tongue-in-cheek 
piece the next day on its Newsbusters.org blog pro-
claiming that “a second fake news edition of The Post 
is being distributed all over the city.”

It was the actual Post, with Newsbusters citing 
some “unbelievably overdone headlines,” such as “Oc-
asio-Cortez tweets her disdain for persistent conser-
vative criticism,” “Lifting student aid ban for inmates 
could boost economies, study says,” and so on.

Actually, these were mild compared to the fl ood of 
bias The Post emits every single day in all sections, 
including Sports. Inside the same edition, the Style 
section featured a four-column photo of Vice President 

Mike Pence’s wife, Karen, looking prim and grim over a 
headline: “The covenants at Karen Pence’s school.” The 
caption read: “Karen Pence has taken a job at a school 
that prohibits extramarital sex, homosexual sex and 
transgender identity.”

Oh, the horror. Mrs. Pence will be teaching art 
part-time at a K-8 school in Springfi eld, Virginia, affi  li-
ated with Immanuel Christian Church, a straightfor-
ward Bible church that’s basically Baptist. She taught 
there for 12 years while Mr. Pence was an Indiana 
congressman. 

To The Post, this smells like a scandal. So, they went, 
National Geographic-like, to experts on the exotic, such 
as George Washington University Professor of Law 
and Religion Robert W. Tuttle. He told them that the 
school’s language on sexuality was, as The Post para-
phrased it, “typical of conservative Christian institu-
tions” which was “well within her rights.”    

It’s good to know that the second lady of the United 
States can teach at a Chris-

tian school without 
being thrown into the 

slammer — not 
yet, at least. The 

Post helpfully 
adds that, 
“the Pences 
have long 
been known 
for their 
religiously 
infl uenced 

brand of 
conservatism.”

I wonder 
what would 

happen if they ever 
wrote something like 

this: “The Kennedys 
have long been known 
for their extramarital 
adventures and support 
for abortion and LGBT 

activism, which seem to 
contradict their stated Catholic faith.”

One more thing the spoofers did was to mess with 
the front-page slogan that Post owner Jeff rey Bezos 
placed under the banner after he took over the paper 
in 2013: “Democracy Dies in Darkness.” They made it: 
“Democracy Awakens in Action.” Yawn. 

The fi rst slogan makes more sense. Surveys show 
that a large majority of millen-
nials now darkly prefer the 
soul-and-prosperity killing 
system of socialism over mar-
ket capitalism.  

From years of miseduca-
tion and nonstop media ado-
ration of progressivism, it’s no 

wonder that millions of young people disdain the very 
economic freedoms that produced indoor plumbing, 
electricity, unprecedented material well-being, automo-
biles, smartphones and modern dentistry. Not to men-
tion baseball, football, the rule of law and the freedoms 
of religion, speech, press and assembly.  

Who needs all that as long as socialism promises 
“equality” and “fairness?” Communism? What’s the big 
deal?

If The Post really wants to defeat darkness, they can 
return to the old standard of fair and balanced reporting. 
Why not? It’s already being done elsewhere. 

Robert Knight is a contributor to The Washington 
Times. 

A spoof that tells a deeper story
Some anti-Trump newsrooms have even abandoned the pretense of fairness

By Everett Piper

T
his past week, Lois 
Romano, editor of 
The Washington 
Post Live and senior 
writer for Politico, 
tweeted “How 
can this happen in 
America in 2019?” 

What was the subject of her 
incredulity? 

Was it the mindless acceptance of 
socialism now embraced by nearly 50 
percent of our country’s younger citi-
zens? Was it our culture’s lost concern 
for due process and the presumption 
of innocence until proven guilty? Was 
it the ideological fascism running ram-
pant on our college campuses under 
the curious banner of “safe spaces” 
and “free speech zones?” Was it the 
federal funding of an organization, 
euphemistically known as “Planned 
Parenthood,” that has been proven to 
be traffi  cking in human body parts? 

Was it the shameless anti-Semitism 
proudly on display by our newly 
elected members of Congress? Was 
it the left’s misogynistic disregard 
for women’s rights, women’s rest-
rooms and women’s sports? Was it 
the recent sexual objectifi cation of 
an 11-year-old boy on ABC’s “Good 
Morning America?” Was it the federal 
judge who just overturned an injunc-
tion protecting a Catholic order of 
nuns, called the Little Sisters of the 
Poor, from being forced to purchase 
abortifacient contraception in their 
healthcare? (Sidebar: They’re nuns. 
They’re celibate. Why do they need 
any contraception, let alone that 
which induces abortion?) 

Were any of these absurdities the 
reason for Ms. Romano’s angst? 

No. 
Quite the contrary, rather than 

worry about such humdrum matters 
as guarding our private property from 
confi scation, protecting our chil-
dren from pederasty, fi ghting for the 

ontological dignity of women, con-
demning congressional Jew-bating, and 
holding our government accountable 
to its sworn obligation to secure and 
defend our nation’s sovereign borders, 
it seems Ms. Romano’s chief concern is 
that Vice President Mike Pence’s wife 
is teaching at a Christian School in 
Virginia that actually has rules against 
non-Christian conduct. 

Gasp! Mrs. Pence, a devout Chris-
tian, actually has the temerity to serve 
as a faculty member at a Christian 

institution that teaches exactly what its 
name implies — Christianity. 

Immanuel Christian School in 
Springfi eld, Virginia, actually requires 
its faculty to control themselves, act 
like adults, behave selfl essly and, 
thereby, refrain from sexual activity, 
heterosexual or otherwise, outside the 
bounds of Christianity’s 2,000-year-old 
teachings concerning marriage (That’s 
one man, one woman, for one lifetime 
for all those who seem to think that all 
civil and moral law just happen burst 

on the scene via messianic fi at in 2015). 
This is the travesty that has Ms. Ro-

mano in shock and horror. A Christian 
woman teaches at a Christian school 
that teaches its students to act like 
Christians. “How can this happen in 
American in 2019?”   

At the risk of being just a bit pedan-
tic, I’m going to venture an answer to 
Ms. Romano’s question, but fi rst a bit 
of a history lesson.  

In 1791, James Madison wrote the 
First Amendment: “Congress shall 
make no law respecting an establish-
ment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof.” Madison’s 
argument was clear: The federal 
government should never presume to 
defi ne the matters of the church. 

It should never pretend to “es-
tablish,” dictate, defi ne, contradict 
or contravene religious belief or 
practice. This is not the govern-
ment’s business. It is the business of 
the church, and as such, government 
does not have the authority to tell 
any citizen what their religion means 
or what its requirements and prohibi-
tions can or cannot be. 

Madison made this very simple, 
so that even the writers for Politico 
and The Washington Post could 
understand. Those in Congress and 
the White House are confi ned by the 
U.S. Constitution to leave the church 
alone and never presume to tell con-
gregants how, or how not, to practice 
their faith.

Eleven years later, Jeff erson found 
it necessary to reassure a skittish 
bunch of Baptists in Danbury, Con-
necticut, who were not yet convinced 
that the government would mind its 
Ps and Qs. “I contemplate with (ut-
most) reverence,” he said, “that act … 

which declared that [the] legislature 
should ‘make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohib-
iting the free exercise thereof,’ thus 
building a wall of separation between 
Church & State.” 

Yes, there is a “wall” separating 
the church from the state, but — 
much to the chagrin of the likes of 
Ms. Romano — it was not erected as 
a prison, but rather as fortress. It was 
constructed to protect the church, 
not to confi ne it. Jeff erson no more 
intended this wall to restrain religion 
than he intended the walls of his own 
home to restrain him.

As a house has a door whereby 
you come and go — engaging culture 
and doing your civic duty — so Jef-
ferson’s wall had a door whereby the 
church entered society to do its good 
work. The key here is that the church 
holds the key. The door is locked 
from the inside, not the outside. Jef-
ferson was clearly telling us this wall 
is built for the church’s benefi t, not 
the government’s. 

Now let’s return to Ms. Romano’s 
question. How could our vice presi-
dent’s wife be so bold as to teach at a 
school that is historically orthodox, 
conservatively Christian, and proudly 
so? 

“How could this happen in 
America in 2019?” 

Because we live in a constitutional 
republic protected by the First Amend-
ment. That’s how.

And thank God we do.  

Everett Piper, president of Oklahoma 
Wesleyan University, is the author of 
“Not A Day Care: The Devastating 
Consequences of Abandoning Truth” 
(Regnery 2017).

‘How could this happen in America?’
Because America is protected by the First Amendment

It’s no wonder that millions of 
young people disdain the very 

economic freedoms that produced 
indoor plumbing, electricity 

and modern dentistry. 

ILLUSTRATIONN BY HUNTER

ILLUSTRATIONN BY GREG GROESCH
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JANRIC CLASSIC SUDOKU

Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number
can appear only once in each row, column and 3x3 block.
Use logic and the process of elimination to solve the
puzzle. The difficulty level ranges from Bronze (easiest) to
Silver to Gold (hardest). 

© 2018 by Janric Enterprises. Dist. by Creators Syndicate, Inc.

ANSWERS TO PREVIOUS PUZZLES:

NEWSDAY CROSSWORD

JUMBLE/David L. Hoyt & Jeff Knurek IN THE BLEACHERS/Steve MooreRUBES/Leigh Rubin

B.C./Mastroianni & Hart

DICK TRACY/Joe Staton & Mike Curtis

CARPE DIEM/Niklas Eriksson

DOGS OF C-KENNEL/Mick & Mason Mastroianni

THE BUCKETS/Greg Cravens

BOUND & GAGGED/Dana Summers

LOLA/Todd Clark

BROOM-HILDA/Russell Myers

HERB & JAMAAL/Stephen Bentley

ROSE IS ROSE/Pat Brady & Don Wimmer

BUCKLES/David Gilbert

STRANGE BREW/John Deering BLISS/Harry BlissPARDON MY PLANET/Vic LeeTHE FLYING McCOYS/Glenn & Gary McCoyBOTTOM LINERS/Eric & Bill Teitelbaum

Rating: Bronze Food Processing
www.stanxwords.com

By Sandy Fein, Edited by Stanley Newman

POOCH CAFE/Paul Gilligan



GOLF

With 14-foot birdie, Long wins 
Desert Classic for 1st PGA title 

LA QUINTA, CALIF. | Adam Long made 
a 14-foot birdie putt on the fi nal hole 
Sunday to win the Desert Classic for his 

fi rst PGA Tour title.
Making his sixth ca-

reer start on the tour, 
Long, 31, closed with a 
7-under 65 on the Sta-

dium Course at PGA West to beat playing 
partners Phil Mickelson and Adam Had-
win by a stroke. Mickelson, the leader 
after each of the fi rst three rounds, fought 
putting problems in a 69. Hadwin shot 67.

HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

Team whose fans touted Trump 
pulls out of King tournament 

MINNEAPOLIS | A Minnesota high 
school where fans displayed a President 
Trump re-election fl ag has pulled out of 
a Martin Luther King Jr. Day tournament 
in Minneapolis.

The Jordan High School boys’ team 
was scheduled to play Minneapolis 
Henry on Monday. Some Jordan fans 
displayed a Trump banner when Roos-
evelt visited Jordan last week. 

Jordan is a rural, overwhelmingly 
white community. Roosevelt’s coach says 
his team is predominantly black.
From wire dispatches and staff  reports.
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MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA | Frances Tia-
foe just kept shaking his head and calling 
the whole thing “crazy” and “unbeliev-
able.” Which it all kind of is.

That he reached his fi rst Grand Slam 
quarterfi nal on his 21st birthday by beating 
No. 20 seed Grigor Dimitrov 7-5, 7-6 (6), 6-7 
(1), 7-5 at the Australian Open on Sunday.

That he did it with the hydrating help 
of pickle juice guzzled during change-
overs to fend off  cramps.

That his shirt-removing, biceps-slap-
ping victory poses paying homage to LeB-
ron James have gone viral and might have 
caught the NBA superstar’s attention.

And, most poignantly of all, that 
Tiafoe is delivering on the promise he 
made as a kid to his mother and father 
— immigrants from Sierra Leone in West 
Africa — that one day he’d be a success.

“I told my parents 10 years ago I was 
going to be a pro. I was going to change 

their life. My life,” Tiafoe said, fi ghting 
tears after getting past Dimitrov, a two-
time major semifi nalist who is coached 
by Andre Agassi. “And I’m in the quarters 
of a Slam now. ... I can’t believe it.”

He grabbed plenty of attention before 
Roger Federer’s bid for a third consecu-
tive title at Melbourne Park ended with a 
6-7 (11), 7-6 (3), 7-5, 7-6 (5) loss to 20-year-
old Stefanos Tsitsipas of Greece.

Tiafoe proudly noted that he has been 
able to buy two homes for his folks. Tiafoe 
grew up around a tennis facility in Hyatts-
ville, Maryland where his father, whom he 
calls “Pops,” was a maintenance man.

That background taught Tiafoe what 
he considers valuable lessons.

“Look, I’m not saying you can’t make it 
if you grew up from a wealthy situation. I 
mean, a ton of people have. But obviously 
that gave me an incentive, a reason to give, 
a reason to work every day, understand why 
you do it,” he said. “Obviously it’s how bad 
do you really want to be successful, essen-
tially. Like, what does that really mean to 

you? Why are you doing it?”
The 39th-ranked Tiafoe never had been 

past the third round at a major until now. 
And what a challenge awaits Tuesday: His 
quarterfi nal match will be against 17-time 
major champion Rafael Nadal.

“He’s going to run me like crazy,” 
Tiafoe said. “I’ve got to go to sleep now, 
matter of fact.”

And then, in either a bit of false bra-
vado or a harmless joke, the American 
added: “Yeah, he better get ready.”

The second-seeded Nadal had very 
little trouble moving on, beating Tomas 
Berdych 6-0, 6-1, 7-6 (4) in a rematch of 
the 2010 Wimbledon fi nal. On the other 
half of the men’s bracket, 2018 Australian 
Open runner-up Marin Cilic was ousted 
by 22nd-seeded Roberto Bautista Agut 
6-7 (6), 6-3, 6-2, 4-6, 6-4. Bautista Agut 
had been 0-9 in fourth-round matches 
at majors, and his fi rst quarterfi nal will 
come against Tsitsipas, another man 
making his debut in that round.

In women’s action, two past champions 

and former No. 1s were sent packing. 
Angelique Kerber, who won the title at 
Melbourne Park in 2016, was completely 
outplayed by unseeded Danielle Collins of 
the U.S. in a surprisingly lopsided 6-0, 6-2 
upset, while 2008 champ Maria Sharapova 
double-faulted 10 times in a 4-6, 6-1, 6-4 loss 
to No. 15 Ash Barty of Australia.

Barty, the fi rst woman to reach the 
quarterfi nals at her country’s Slam since 
Jelena Dokic a decade ago, now meets 
two-time Wimbledon winner Petra Kvi-
tova, a 6-2, 6-1 winner against 17-year-old 
Amanda Anisimova of the U.S.

Collins’ next opponent will be un-
seeded Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova, who 
got past 2017 U.S. Open champion Sloane 
Stephens 6-7 (3), 6-3, 6-3.

Nadal, who improved to 20-4 against 
Berdych, never has faced Tiafoe.

“He has everything. He’s quick. He 
serves well. Very quick forehand. He’s 
a very dynamic player, aggressive one,” 
Nadal said. “Of course he’s dangerous: 
He’s in the quarterfi nals.”

TENNIS

Maryland native Tiafoe advances to Australian Open quarterfi nals

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Frances Tiafoe advanced to his fi rst 
Grand Slam quarterfi nal with a 7-5, 7-6 (6), 
6-7 (1), 7-5, victory over Grigor Dimitrov.

Further, the Wizards’ upcoming 
schedule features teams near them in 
the standings, starting with Monday’s 
game against the Detroit Pistons. Detroit, 
for instance, is ninth in the East, but 
Washington trails them by just a game.

Later in the week, the Wizards face 
the Orlando Magic, who are also desper-
ate to make the playoff s.

“It’s going to really important, the 
schedule 10 games before the All-Star 
[Break], and to see where we can be 
after that,” Satoransky said. “We are very 
aware of the importance of this stretch 
of the games.”

It’s understandable that some fans 
want the Wizards to end up with a high 
pick this season — especially those who 

watched Duke’s Zion Williamson and R.J. 
Barrett pick apart Virginia’s pack-line 
defense on Saturday.

Right now, Washington’s recent play 
makes drafting one of those two stars a 
pipe dream. Even their defense — which 
was, at times, embarrassing — has been 
better in Wall’s absence.

Over every team’s last 10 games, 
Washington ranks eighth in defensive 
effi  ciency, giving up 108.5 points per 100 
possessions. 

By comparison, from the start of 
the season through Dec. 26 (Wall’s last 
game), the Wizards gave up a third-worst 
112.5 points per 100 possessions.

The diff erence? Brooks said his team 
has been better in stopping transitions 
and has committed fewer turnovers. 
For the former, the Wizards went from 
allowing 15 fast break points per game 
through their fi rst 35 games to just 13 in 

the last 10. That might not seem like a 
lot, but they’ve climbed up to 10th in 
the league from 25th in that category.

In-season additions have helped. 
Trevor Ariza, acquired from the Phoe-
nix Suns, gave the Wizards a reliable 
veteran presence. 

Backup point guard Chasson Randle, 
who cracked the rotation after Wall went 
down, is also a feisty young player whose 
eff ort has been a boost.

Brooks said he’s been impressed with 
Ariza’s “serious approach” to the game.

“He’s not going to get a stop every 
time, but he’s going to give great eff ort,” 
Brooks said. 

“He’s not going to gamble a lot. He’s 
not going to take the immature chances 
that might lead to a steal and a dunk in 
transition, most likely it’s not. He doesn’t 
usually take those gambles.”

Brooks’ statement could be 

interpreted as a subtle dig at Kelly Oubre, 
whose risk-taking often irritated his 
coach and limited the forward’s playing 
time before the Wizards traded him and 
Austin Rivers for Ariza. 

Time and time again, Brooks has 
emphasized the importance of players 
knowing their roles.

Without Wall, the Wizards have es-
pecially had to play within a system. 
Star Bradley Beal has elevated his game 
and Washington is getting the most out 
of role players Satoransky and Tomas 
Bryant.

Is that good enough to make the 
playoff s? Based on Leonsis’ comments 
last week, it better be.

“It’d be easy to say, ‘We have so many 
players out injured,’ but we’re not gonna 
do that,” Leonsis told reporters. “We’re 
not letting anybody off  the hook. We 
gotta make the playoff s.”

WIZARDS
From page B10

77-60. Maryland started the year 12-0 and 
looked like far and away the best team 
in the Big Ten, but conference play has 
brought them some new ups and downs.

“I think the Big Ten has grown a lot,” 
senior Brianna Fraser said. “We’ve seen 
a lot of teams winning games, a lot of 
teams losing games that we don’t really 
see (lose).”

“It’s really competitive, which is great 
that every night we’re challenged and 
that we can’t take any night off ,” Kaila 
Charles said. “So I like the fact that it’s 
starting to level out and everybody’s 
giving their best every night.”

Maryland freshman Taylor Mikesell led 
all scorers with a career-high 23 points, 

including 5-for-9 3-point shooting. Fresh-
man Shakira Austin posted a double-dou-
ble of 13 points and 10 rebounds, along with 
three blocks and two steals.

Charles scored 19 points and Fraser 
added an important 13 off  the bench.

Teniya Page scored 20 to lead the 
Nittany Lions. Usually a starting guard 
for Penn State, Page started the game on 
the bench for the fi rst time all year due 
to violating a team rule.

Maryland led 21-8 after one quarter as 
Mikesell and Charles each posted eight 
points. But the Nittany Lions found their 
stroke from the fi eld in the second. By 
outscoring the Terrapins 19-6 in the fi rst 
six minutes, Penn State tied the game at 
27; Page had nine points in the period to 
lead the way.

Maryland kept it tied going into half-
time, 35-35, a because Charles drove the 

lane for a buzzer-beating layup. 
But coach Brenda Frese said she 

loved her team’s response coming out 
of halftime. Strategically, the Terrapins 
chose to focus on getting the ball down 
low to Austin and Fraser in the second 
half, she said.

Penn State led by as many as fi ve early 
in the third, but Fraser in particular found 
ways to get open under the basket. Eleven 
of her 13 points came in the second half.

“It felt like that was where our advan-
tage was,” Frese said. “They were play-
ing four guards with one post, and even 
when they went to two post (players) 
they couldn’t match the talent of the post 
that we have. I loved seeing that kind of 
chemistry with Shakira and Bri.” 

Maryland led 57-51 with 10 minutes left 
to play, and it took an 8-0 run with less 
than fi ve minutes to play for Maryland to 

put the game out of reach. Mikesell made 
at least one 3-pointer in every quarter and 
her fellow freshman Austin grabbed her 
fi nal two rebounds off  the defensive glass 
to wrap up the game.

Charles said that following the loss 
at Michigan State, Frese challenged the 
Terrapins to fi nd more energy and for 
the leaders to be more vocal. 

“It was just a good lesson to learn — 
that once we focus and lock in, we can do 
really good things. It’s just something we 
have to be consistent with,” Charles said.

Maryland swept the season series 
with Penn State. When they met in 
Happy Valley, the Nittany Lions led for 
three quarters before Maryland routed 
them in the fourth to grab the road win.

The Terrapins have two road games 
coming up this week, at Ohio State and 
No. 25 Indiana.

NCAA
From page B10

PRO CALENDAR
HOME GAMES

SHADED Monday Tuesday Wednesday
San Jose
Sharks
7 p.m.
NBC-W
FM 106.7

Toronto
Maple Leafs
7:30 p.m.
NBCSN
FM 106.7

Detroit
Pistons
2  p.m.
NBC-W
AM 1500

toss and got the ball fi rst in overtime. 
But, with Dante Fowler Jr. in his face 
and striking his arm, Drew Brees fl ut-
tered up a pass that was picked off  by 
John Johnson III, who was able to hang 
on to the interception while stumbling 
backward. Johnson hopped up and cel-
ebrated by doing with the “Choppa 
Style” dance popularized by New Orleans 
rapper Choppa, whose namesake song had 
become a Saints’ rallying cry and was even 
performed during the halftime show.

The Rams weren’t able to do much 
off ensively, but it didn’t matter. Zuerlein 
booted through the winning fi eld goal from 
just inside midfi eld with plenty of room to 
spare. The NFL said it the longest game-
winning kick in playoff  history.

“It’s unbelievable, man. I can’t put it into 
words,” said Goff , who at 24 became the 
youngest quarterback to win an NFC title. 
“The defense played the way they did to 
force it to overtime. The defense gets a pick 
and Greg makes a 57-yarder to win it. That 
was good from about 70. Unbelievable.”

The Superdome, which had been in 
uproar all afternoon, suddenly turned 
eerily silent. It was the fi rst home playoff  
loss for the Saints with Brees and coach 
Sean Payton, who and been 6-0 in those 
games since their pairing began in 2006.

This one really hurt.
The Rams (15-3) and their 32-year-old 

coach, Sean McVay, capped a remarkable 
rise since moving back to Los Angeles 
three years ago. The team will be ap-
pearing in its fi rst Super Bowl since the 

2001 season, when the “Greatest Show 
on Turf” was still in St. Louis. 

The team hasn’t won an NFL title in 
Los Angeles since 1951, well before the 
Super Bowl era. The team moved to St. 
Louis in 1995, only to return to Southern 
California two decades later.

“Shoot, I don’t even know what day it 
is,” McVay said. “All I know is we’re NFC 
champs, baby!”

It was another bitter end for the 
Saints, who lost the previous season in 
the divisional round on the “Minnesota 
Miracle” — the Vikings’ long touchdown 
pass on the fi nal play of the game. 

This time, New Orleans (14-4) 
couldn’t hang on to the lead or overcome 
that offi  ciating mistake.

The Saints were on the verge of blow-
ing out the Rams, scoring on their fi rst 
three possessions and taking advantage 
of an interception when Todd Gurley let 
a pass slip through his hands.

Then a fake punt early in the second 
quarter gave Los Angeles its initial fi rst 
down of the game. Sparked by that gutsy 
call, the Rams fi nally came to life off en-
sively and drove into position for the fi rst 
of four fi eld goals by Zuerlein.

Gurley made it 13-10 at halftime on 
a 6-yard touchdown run just before the 
intermission.

New Orleans restored its double-digit 
lead on Brees’ 2-yard scoring pass to 
third-string quarterback Taysom Hill, the 
fi rst TD catch of the super sub’s career. 
Goff  countered with a 1-yard touchdown 
toss to Tyler Higbee, setting up a wild 
fourth quarter.

Zuerlein tied the score at 20-all with 
a 24-yard fi eld goal after McVay passed 
on a shot at the go-ahead touchdown 
with fourth-and-goal from inside the 1. 
A delay of game while lining up for the 
kick scuttled any thoughts of leaving the 
off ense on the fi eld.

The 40-year-old Brees made it clear 
he’s got no plans to retire.

“I plan on being here next year and 
making another run at it,” said Brees, who 
was denied a shot at adding to the Super 
Bowl title he won during the 2009 season.

He hopes another gut-wrenching loss 
in the playoff s will spur the team to even 
greater heights.

The Rams head to Atlanta in about 
a week for the Feb. 3 Super Bowl at 
Mercedes-Benz Stadium. 

NFL
From page B10
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Los Angeles kicker Greg Zuerlein hits a 57-yard fi eld goal in overtime to send the Rams 
to the Super Bowl with a 26-23 victory over the New Orleans Saints.

those trips — which ties him for NFL 
championships with the man whose 
name is on the trophy both coaches 
are going for — the Vince Lombardi 
Trophy, awarded to the Super Bowl 
winner.

It may be the only trophy Belichick 
values. Last year, when his team de-
feated the Jacksonville Jaguars 24-20 in 
the AFC title game, he quickly handed 
off  the Lamar Hunt trophy for the 
winner to someone else without rais-
ing it up for all to see, treating it like a 
participation trophy.

No, there is one trophy that mat-
ters to Belichick, 66, and this Lombardi 

trophy has the extra meaning of putting 
him one up on the great Lombardi, 
whose Green Bay Packers won fi ve NFL 
championships, two of them the fi rst two 
Super Bowl titles (ironically, the founder 
of the NFL, George Halas, won six NFL 
championships over the 42 years he 
coached the Chicago Bears from 1921 to 
1963, but for whatever reason, his name 
never seems to be in the discussion).

Standing on the sideline in his 
way will be McVay, who, at 32, stands 
a chance to be the youngest coach 
to win the Super Bowl, and may be 
the heir apparent to Belichick as the 
league’s coaching genius. He took over 
the Rams heading coach job in 2017 
and led the team to an 11-5 record and 
the NFC West division crown. It was 
their fi rst winning season and division 

title since 2003, when the franchise 
was located in St. Louis.

The Rams making it to the Super 
Bowl is a marketing gift for the league, 
which had had no presence in the Los 
Angeles market since 1995 — when the 
Rams moved to St. Louis.

Now, LA has two, including the re-
located San Diego Chargers, who were 
knocked out of the playoff s last week.

Both of the LA teams will share a 
celebrated new stadium 

Another marketing gift is McVay 
right out of central casting — the 
smart, handsome, personable young 
coach — and they are likely celebrat-
ing his presence on the league’s biggest 
stage at NFL headquarters. Publicly, he 
is the antithesis of Belichick, who has 
raised the rude and muttering press 

conference to an art form. Belichick 
drips disdain. McVay exudes charm.

Belichick carries the baggage of two 
NFL scandals on his resume. There 
was Spygate, when Belichick was 
caught illegally taping New York Jets 
coaches signals during a 2007 game. 
And there was Defl ategate, when 
Brady was accused of deliberately de-
fl ating footballs in a 2015 playoff  game.

The heavy penalties that followed 
were likely payback for Belichick’s 
years of skirting, and often breaking, 
the rules.

McVay? He’s a Boy Scout.
He is also a painful reminder for 

Washington Redskins fans of the dys-
function and self-destruction of their 
franchise — though they need little 
reminder of that. 

McVay, the grandson of John McVay, 
who was the San Francisco 49ers 
general manager who helped build fi ve 
Super Bowl champions, came of age 
as a football coach with Washington, 
fi rst joining Mike Shanahan’s staff  as an 
assistant tight ends coach in 2010. He 
would be part of what has now become 
a storied staff  that included Kyle Sha-
nahan, now the 49ers head coach, and 
Matt LaFleur, just hired as the Green 
Bay Packers head coach.

He left in 2017 to take the Rams job, 
leaving Redskins fans to bemoan the 
idea that McVay was allowed to leave 
instead of becoming their head coach 
— as if anyone, even a young genius, 
could succeed with this franchise.

⦁ Hear Thom Loverro on 106.7 The 
Fan Wednesdays and Saturdays.

LOVERRO
From page B10
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BY JAY COHEN

ASSOCIATED PRESS

CHICAGO | Jonathan Toews 
had three goals and two assists, 
Patrick Kane added two goals 
and two assists, and the Chicago 
Blackhawks handed the Wash-
ington Capitals their season-high 
fi fth consecutive loss with an 8-5 
victory on Sunday.

Brandon Saad and Alex De-
Brincat also scored and Dylan 
Strome added an empty-netter 
as last-place Chicago stopped its 
own fi ve-game slide. Collin Delia 
made 34 saves, including impres-
sive stops on John Carlson and 
Tom Wilson in the second.

Washington’s defensemen ac-
counted for each of its fi ve goals 
while star forwards Alex Ovech-
kin and Evgeny Kuznetsov were 
kept off  the scoresheet. Carlson 
scored twice, Dmitry Orlov and 
Matt Niskanen each had a goal 
and an assist, and Brooks Orpik 
got his second of the season.

Capitals goaltender Braden 
Holtby allowed four goals on 
11 shots before he was replaced 
by Pheonix Copley 2:30 into the 
second.

It was Washington’s fi rst game 
in Chicago since Devante Smith-
Pelly heard chants of “basketball, 
basketball, basketball” while the 
black forward was sitting in the 

penalty box in the third period of 
a 7-1 loss last February. The fans 
were promptly ejected, and then 
banned from Chicago’s home 
games.

Smith-Pelly was sent off  for 
unsportsmanlike conduct in the 
second period of Sunday’s loss, 
but there was no sign of any 
incident.

Carlson trimmed Chicago’s 
lead to 4-3 when he blew a one-
timer past Delia 3:09 into the 
third. Kane responded with a 
power-play goal, and Toews sent 
a wrist shot past Copley to make 
it 6-3 at 7:20.

It was Kane’s 14th goal in his 
last 14 games. He has seven goals 

and 12 assists during an eight-
game point streak.

After Washington pulled 
within one again on goals by Carl-
son and Niskanen, Toews danced 
around Orlov and beat Copley 
with 5:03 remaining. Toews’ 21st 
goal made it 7-5 and completed 
his sixth career hat trick.

It was part of an up-and-down 
day for Orlov, who got his third 
goal of the season when his shot 
from the left boards went under 
Delia 15:24 into the second. But he 
also batted a puck out of the air 
and over Holtby to hand Toews 
his fi rst goal 14:53 into the fi rst.

The Capitals host the San Jose 
Sharks on Tuesday night.

CAPITALS

Slumping Capitals drop fi fth straight with loss to Blackhawks
Blackhawks center Jonathan Toews 

scores past Capitals goaltender 
Pheonix Copley during the third 
period of Washington’s 8-5 loss.
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BY PAUL NEWBERRY

ASSOCIATED PRESS

After two Sunday title games 
that each featured a legendary 
NFL quarterback taking on a 
rising young star, fans will get a 
sequel of sorts on Feb. 3, when 
veteran Tom Brady leads the 
New England Patriots in the 
Super Bowl against upstart Jared 
Goff  and the Los Angeles Rams.

The visiting Patriots, playing 
in the late game Sunday, de-
feated the scrappy Kansas City 
Chiefs in the AFC Conference 
championship, 37-31, with Brady 
engineering a game-winning 
drive in overtime.

In the earlier NFC Cham-
pionship in New Orleans, the 
Rams stunned the New Orleans 
Saints with Greg Zuerlein’s 57-
yard fi eld goal in overtime for a 
26-23 victory — an outcome that 
might not have been possible 
without an egregious mistake 
by the offi  cials in the closing 
minutes of regulation.

Los Angeles cornerback 
Nickell Robey-Coleman com-
mitted a blatant interference 
penalty with a helmet-to-helmet 
hit on Tommylee Lewis well 
before the pass arrived inside 
the 5, forcing the Saints to settle 
for Wil Lutz’s 31-yard fi eld goal 
that made it 23-20 with 1:41 left 
in regulation.

“Came to the sideline, looked 
at the football gods and was like, 
`Thank you,” ’ Robey-Coleman 
said. “I got away with one tonight.”

After the no-call, Jared Goff  
had enough time to lead the 
Rams down the fi eld for Zuer-
lein’s tying fi eld goal, a 48-yarder 
with 15 seconds remaining.

New Orleans won the coin 

NFL

STARS AND UPSTARTS
Veteran Brady leads Patriots over Chiefs in OT thriller; Goff, Rams top Saints

SUPER BOWL LIII
PATRIOTS 
VS. RAMS
Sunday, Feb. 3
6:30 p.m., CBS

BY MATTHEW PARAS

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

When the owner speaks, the 
rest of the franchise typically 
has to fall in line. But when Ted 
Leonsis declared last week the 
Wizards would “never, ever” 
tank, players and coaches didn’t 
have to make any adjustments.

They were already on board 
with the message.

“I never understood the word 
tank,” coach Scott Brooks said 
Sunday. “As a player, as a coach, 
your job is to go out there and 
compete and put yourself in 
a position to win games. Our 
organization, even though we’ve 
had some guys out, some start-
ers out and some really good 
starters out, we’re still focused 
on competing and winning.”

“For me, that’s not an option,” 

guard Tomas Satoransky said.
The Wizards have played 

better lately, and they’ve shown 
no signs of folding since John 
Wall opted for season-ending 
surgery late last month. While 
they are still seven games under 
.500, the Wizards are 6-4 over 
their last 10 and just three games 
out of the playoff s. 
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COLLEGE PARK | Big Ten Con-
ference action has proven to be a 
challenge for the No. 9 Maryland 
Terrapins this year. They dropped 
two games early in the league 
schedule, and some of their wins 
turned out to be nail-biters.

Sunday afternoon’s game was 
headed for the latter category 

until a late eruption of off ense 
allowed Maryland fans could 
breathe easy.

The Lady Terrapins bounced 
back from their second loss of 
the season by pushing through 
for a 79-67 win over Penn State 
at the Xfi nity Center.

Penn State used a huge sec-
ond-quarter swing to ensure the 
game was competitive until the 
very end. But Maryland (16-2, 5-2 

Big Ten) fi nished the day shoot-
ing 49.2 percent and outscored 
the Lady Lions (9-9, 2-5 Big Ten) 
in the paint, 40-28.

It’s still possible Maryland 
will fall out of the top 10 in 
the Associated Press poll for 
the fi rst time this year, because 
the Terrapins lost last Thurs-
day at No. 17 Michigan State, 

NCAA WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Maryland sweeps series with Penn State
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New England 
running back 
Sony Michel 
runs into the 
end zone for 

a touchdown 
during the 

Patriots’ 37-31 
overtime 

victory over 
the Kansas 
City Chiefs 
in the AFC 

Championship 
on Sunday.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Rams coach Sean McVay and quarterback Jared Goff  hold the NFC Championship trophy aft er Los Angeles defeated the New Orleans Saints, 26-23, in overtime Sunday.

Maryland native 
Tiafoe in fi rst 
Grand Slam 
quarterfi nal. B9

S
uper Bowl 
LIII will be a 
matchup of the 
old and new 

NFL genius — argu-
ably the greatest coach 
in the history of the 
league versus the 
prototype of the 21st 
century football coach.

The Dark Knight 
against the Golden 
Boy.

New England Patriots 
coach Bill Belichick will match 
wits with Los Angeles Rams 

coach Sean McVay, 
and the preparation 
for the chess game be-
tween the two coaches 
will likely dominate 
the days leading up to 
the Super Bowl on Feb. 
3 in Atlanta.

There will be a 
spotlight on New 
England quarterback 
Tom Brady, perhaps 

the league’s most recognizable 
star who remarkably is still 
playing at an elite level at the 
age of 41. But this Super Bowl 

will be about the coaches and 
the comparisons and contrasts 
between the two.

For Belichick, he will be 
going for the undisputed 
crown of the greatest coach 
in NFL history. Some would 
make the case that he has 
already achieved that place in 
league history, with eight AFC 
titles and trips to the Super 
Bowl during his 18 season as 
Patriots head coach. He has 
won the coveted title in fi ve of 

Belichick vs. McKay: The Dark Knight and the Golden Boy  
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