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Judge Jesse M. Furman heard days of testimony, 
looked at thousands of pages of documents, and, in 
the end, concluded that the Trump administration 
seemed to be hiding too much in its explanation 
for why it decided to ask about citizenship on the 
2020 census.

The judge on Tuesday deleted the question from 
the upcoming count and said if President Trump 
and his team want to add it back, then they must 
restart the process.

Judge Furman, who was appointed to the bench 
by President Obama, rejected immigrant rights 
groups’ claims that the citizenship question was 
motivated by racism or other nefarious motives, 
saying that was never proved.

But he said Commerce Secretary Wilbur L. Ross 
Jr. ignored the advice of experts and discarded key 
checks designed to make sure census questions 
wouldn’t frighten people into refusing to take part.

“Secretary Ross violated the public trust,” Judge 
Furman wrote in a 277-page scolding.

All sides said his ruling won’t be the last word.
Appeals are likely, and the Supreme Court is 

already considering a part of the case dealing with 
whether Judge Furman was right to order Mr. Ross 
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THE WASHINGTON TIMES

China’s rapidly modernizing military is quickly 
closing the gap with the U.S. and its allies and may 
soon be tempted to test the status quo with Taiwan, 
a stark report from the Defense Department’s intel-
ligence directorate concluded.

The 50-page report by the Defense Intelligence 
Agency, released Tuesday, contends that with its 
advances in military capabilities and an increasingly 
internationally focused defense strategy, China is 
rapidly entering “a period of strategic opportunity 
… [toward] building comprehensive national power,” 
said senior DIA intelligence analyst Dan Taylor.

The goal of China’s relentless military buildup 
is to “impose its will in the region and beyond,” Mr. 
Taylor told reporters at the Pentagon. Beijing “has 
demonstrated a willingness to use the [military] as 
an instrument of national power in the execution of 
… their historic mission in the new century.”

While Chinese advances in hypersonic weap-
onry, cyberwarfare and sea power are increasingly 
challenging longtime U.S. military supremacy, U.S. 
analysts say, China’s chief security priority may be 
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Attorney General nominee William 
P. Barr promised senators Tuesday that 
he would refuse to carry out orders 
to fi re special counsel Robert Mueller 
and defended the ongoing investigation 
into Trump campaign fi gures and Rus-
sian election meddling, as he sought 
to assuage concerns that he would be 

President Trump’s hatchet man.
Mr. Barr said he wouldn’t be “bullied” 

into bad decisions and promised that the 
public would see some transparency 
from the lengthy investigation — though 
not necessarily Mr. Mueller’s full report.

He rejected Democrats’ suggestions 
that he automatically recuse himself 
from overseeing the investigation, say-
ing he would make those decisions after 
weighing all the considerations.

“I am not going to do anything that I 
think is wrong, and I will not be bullied 
into doing anything I think is wrong by 
anybody,” he said. “Whether it be edito-
rial boards or Congress or the president, 
I’m going to do what I think is right.”

Mr. Barr, who served as attorney 
general under President George H.W. 
Bush, also weighed in on a host of other 
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Barr assures senators he’s no 
pushover for political interests
Attorney general nominee queries largely about Mueller

BY VALERIE RICHARDSON
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The 2019 Women’s March doesn’t kick 
off  until Saturday, but what was once the 
left’s favorite anti-Trump fest is already 
stumbling.

The Democratic National Committee 

delivered a devastating blow Tuesday 
by dropping its affi  liation with the third 
annual Women’s March on Washington, 
joining a growing list of liberal groups 
that have severed ties with the organiza-
tion amid allegations of anti-Semitism, 
which the leaders deny.

The fall has been dramatic. In 2017, 

more than 560 progressive advocacy 
groups were listed on the Women’s 
March website as partners. As of Tues-
day, there were fewer than 200.

The DNC released a statement saying 
that it “stands in solidarity with all those 
fi ghting for women’s rights” but off ered 
no explanation for the decision. Nor did 

Sens. Kamala D. Harris of California or 
Kirsten Gillibrand of New York, who are 
not planning to attend this year’s march, 
according to BuzzFeed.

Mercy Morganfi eld, who headed the 
Women’s March D.C. organization for 
two years before leaving in December 
in part over confl icts with the national 

leadership, had a theory for the depar-
tures: self-preservation.

“I’m glad to see that they’re saying, 
‘This is not something we want to as-
sociate with,’ not necessarily because 
they have some sort of moral ground, 
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Women’s March tripped up by anti-Semitism uproar; DNC cuts ties

BY ALEX SWOYER
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Now the partial government shutdown is aff ect-
ing the country’s craft beer supply.

A brewer in the District says kegs of Precious 
One, its seasonal India pale ale, are unable to be 
distributed beyond the city because the federal 
agency in charge of approving labels is on furlough.

Atlas Brew Works on Tuesday asked a federal 
court to step in, saying its free speech rights — as 
embodied in the label — are being violated by 

having to wait on government approval, which it 
can’t get because of the shutdown.

“This court may be unable to solve the political 
branches’ budgetary standoff , but it remains in 
the business of securing fundamental rights,” the 
company said in its lawsuit. “The bottom line is 
that Atlas suff ers a categorical prohibition of its 

constitutionally protected speech.”
At issue is the Certifi cate of Label Approval that 

the Treasury Department’s Alcohol and Tobacco Tax 
and Trade Bureau issues to signify that beer can be 
shipped across state lines.

The labels list information such as brand name, 
beverage size, alcoholic content and health warn-
ings. The government vets the labels for false or 
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Shutdown taps into ‘free speech’ for brewers
Agency responsible for 
label approval closed
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MAKING A PROMISE:
Attorney General nominee 
William Barr told the Senate 
Judiciary Committee that 
he wouldn’t be “bullied” into 
making bad decisions.

BY BEN WOLFGANG

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

After two years of grinding negotia-
tions, Theresa May’s plan to take Britain 
out the European Union went down in 
fl ames Tuesday in historic, humiliating 
fashion — a crushing defeat that not 
only plunges the United Kingdom into 
chaos but also imperils the British prime 
minister’s political future as the deadline 
for a Brexit deal looms in just 10 weeks.

A raucous Parliament rejected Mrs. 
May’s Brexit deal by a vote of 432-202 
and quickly announced plans to hold a 
no-confi dence vote Wednesday on Mrs. 
May’s minority Conservative govern-
ment. An incumbent prime minister 
hadn’t suff ered such a resounding par-
liamentary loss since the 1920s, politi-
cal pundits said, and the government 
now heads into uncharted territory 
as it faces the real risk of a disorderly 
Brexit that could unsettle fi nancial 
markets and permanently reshape Brit-
ish politics.

In Brussels, EU leaders off ered little 
hope that Mrs. May can get a better deal, 
leaving the U.K. sharply divided among 
those determined to leave the EU, those 
who think Mrs. May failed as a negotia-
tor and those who think the close 2016 
national referendum to leave the bloc 
was a mistake and should be dropped 
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May’s Brexit plan dealt historic defeat
Futures of Britain, 
prime minister 
uncertain as EU 
split forges ahead

ASSOCIATED PRESS PHOTOGRAPHS

CHEERS: Anti-Brexit demonstrators celebrated the results of the House of Commons’ 432-202 vote Tuesday against 
British Prime Minister Th eresa May’s plan to exit the European Union. Still, the deadline for a deal looms in 10 weeks.

MAKING NEXT MOVE: Aft er voting to defeat the Brexit deal, members 
of Parliament quickly announced plans to hold a no-confi dence vote 
Wednesday on Mrs. May’s minority Conservative government.

DEFEATED: Mrs. May responded to the 
vote by chiding Parliament, saying the 
government is failing its people. » see BRITAIN | A9
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BY DAVE BOYER
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President Trump is sending a scaled-down del-
egation to the swanky annual economic conference 
in Davos, Switzerland, next week because of the 
partial government shutdown.

The White House said Treasury Secretary Steven 
T. Mnuchin will lead the delegation, which includes 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, Commerce Sec-
retary Wilbur L. Ross Jr., U.S. Trade Representative 
Robert E. Lighthizer and Deputy White House Chief 
of Staff  Chris Liddell.

The administration had planned to send about a 
dozen offi  cials to the conference. Offi  cials who are 
no longer fl ying to Davos include Labor Secretary 
Alex Acosta, Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao, 
Homeland Security Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen, 
Small Business Administrator Linda McMahon 
and presidential advisers Jared Kushner and Ivanka 
Trump.

The president, Mr. Kushner and Ms. Nielsen, in 
particular, are involved in negotiations with Con-
gress over border wall funding in an eff ort to end 
the shutdown.

Mr. Pompeo and Mr. Mnuchin are expected to 
speak at the opening of the conference instead of 
Mr. Trump.

The World Economic Forum runs from Jan. 22 
to Jan. 26 at the high-end Alpine resort of Davos. 
The president decided last week not to attend the 
conference because of the shutdown, which will 
reach a record 26th day on Wednesday.

Among the 37 heads of state expected to attend 
are German Chancellor Angela Merkel, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe. About 3,000 people will attend.

Mr. Trump did attend the elite conference last 
year, and was greeted like a rock star at the gathering, 
where ultra-wealthy celebrities mingle with actual 
rock stars, world leaders and business executives. 
The president schmoozed with corporate titans, 
drummed up investment in the U.S. and departed to 
general acclaim for his economic policies and views.

This year, it was hoped that Mr. Trump would 
meet with a top Chinese offi  cial at Davos as the 
U.S. and China try to complete negotiations on a 
comprehensive trade deal that would avert the 
reimposition of retaliatory tariff s on a broad range 
of imports.

The president also might have bumped into 
billionaire George Soros, one of his fi ercest critics, 
who is expected to attend.

DIPLOMACY

Shutdown slashes 
U.S. delegation 
to Davos this year

CONGRESS

House cancels vacation during shutdown
The House will skip its planned weeklong 

vacation that had been scheduled for next week 
in order to work on ending the partial govern-
ment shutdown, Majority Leader Steny H. Hoyer 
announced Tuesday.

The move avoids what would have been an 
embarrassing spectacle of lawmakers heading 
home for a vacation even as many of their con-
stituents are suff ering from the shutdown.

The House will not be in session on Monday, 
which is the federal holiday to commemorate 
Martin Luther King Jr.

But Mr. Hoyer warned colleagues they could 
be called for votes as early as Tuesday.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell also 
said his chamber will be in session next week if 
there’s no shutdown solution fi rst.

President Trump mocked Democrats for 
their refusal to negotiate over his demand for 
a border wall — the major issue that led to the 
shutdown — and chided them for fl eeing town 
last weekend.

 — Stephen Dinan

DIPLOMACY

Democrats slam Trump over NATO report
Congressional Democrats are hitting back at 

the White House over a new report that Presi-
dent Trump has repeatedly fl oated the idea of 
pulling the United States out of NATO.

The New York Times, citing unnamed former 
and current administration offi  cials, said Mr. 
Trump didn’t see the point of the postwar West-
ern military alliance and viewed it as a drain on 
U.S. resources. Mr. Trump has also long com-
plained that other NATO countries were not pay-
ing their fair share of the collective defense tab.

Mr. Trump’s musings reportedly came around 
the time of the last NATO summit in July.

“That’s insane,” Rep. Ted Lieu, California 
Democrat, told The Washington Times on Tues-
day. “NATO has been a bedrock of what has kept 
the peace for many, many decades. There is no 
reason for the U.S. to withdraw from NATO other 
than to help Russia.”

Rep. Rick Larsen, Washington Democrat and a 
longtime member of the House Armed Services 
Committee, said Mr. Trump undermined the alli-
ance just by bringing up the idea of leaving. 

 — Gabriella Muñoz

RUSSIA PROBE

Mueller seeks delay in Gates sentencing
Special counsel Robert Mueller asked a fed-

eral court Tuesday to delay sentencing for former 
Trump campaign offi  cial Rick Gates, saying he’s 
still cooperating in ongoing investigations.

Mr. Mueller asked for a 60-day delay, suggest-
ing they come back to the court in mid-March.

Gates’ attorney also signed on to the fi ling.
“Gates continues to cooperate with respect to 

several ongoing investigations, and accordingly 
the parties do not believe it is appropriate to 
commence the sentencing process at this time,” 
Mr. Mueller’s one-page fi ling said.

Gates pleaded guilty early last year to con-
spiring against the U.S. as well as lying to federal 
investigators.

He worked with former Trump campaign 
chairman Paul Manafort, who was convicted of 
several federal crimes including bank fraud and 
tax evasion.

 — Alex Swoyer

HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

Whitaker to testify to Democratic panel
Acting Attorney General Matthew G. Whita-

ker will appear before Congress on Feb. 8 for an 
oversight hearing, the House Judiciary Commit-
tee announced Tuesday, marking the fi rst Trump 
Cabinet offi  cial to be hauled before the new 
Democratic majority in the House.

Rep. Jerrold Nadler, New York Democrat and 
the panel chairman, said he expects the hear-
ing to take place even if the partial government 
shutdown is not resolved by then, and even if Mr. 
Whitaker has been supplanted by confi rmation of 
a new attorney general.

Mr. Nadler said the hearing will go all day, 
signaling the amount of questions lawmakers are 
likely to fi re at Mr. Whitaker.

President Trump elevated Mr. Whitaker to 
acting chief of the Justice Department after de-
manding the resignation in November of former 
Attorney General Jeff  Sessions.

 — Stephen Dinan

Conservative provocateur Laura Loomer’s 
latest stunt included bringing a trio of self-de-
scribed illegal immigrants to set up a “sanctu-
ary” on House Speaker Nancy’s Pelosi’s lawn in 
California.

Ms. Loomer live-streamed the stunt on 
Periscope as a protest against the Democratic 
Party’s opposition to President Trump’s pro-
posed southern border wall and Mrs. Pelosi’s 
characterization of the wall as “immoral.”

Ms. Loomer and her “amigos” reportedly 
from Mexico and Guatemala are seen in the 
video jumping over a small wall at Mrs. Pelosi’s 
Napa home and setting up a white tent on the 
lawn painted with the word “immorality.”

“Nancy is a very rich Democrat, and she 
believes that everyone is welcome here, and 
sanctuary is a human right,” Ms. Loomer said in 
the video.

A Daily Beast reporter who was at the scene 
tweeted that police eventually showed up and 
demanded that Ms. Loomer and the others 
provide identifi cation, which they refused.

“[Calif. Gov.] Gavin Newsom said we don’t 
need IDs,” Ms. Loomer reportedly told the 
police.

The group was then kicked off  Mrs. Pelosi’s 
lawn. “I’m being deported!” Ms. Loomer yelled 
in the video.

 — Jessica Chasmar

IMMIGRATION

Conservative seeks sanctuary on Pelosi’s lawn aft er jumping her wall
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A conservative 
provocateur live-
streamed a stunt 
where she brought 
three people to set 
up a “sanctuary” 
on House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi’s lawn 
in California. Th e 
police showed up 
at the scene and 
Ms. Loomer and her 
group were kicked off  
Mrs. Pelosi’s lawn.
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CNN HIRES ITS OWN PRESIDENTIAL HOPEFUL
Former Ohio Gov. John Kasich, also a two-time presidential 

hopeful, has signed on to be a “senior political commentator” at 
CNN.

“Shocker. CNN, the aquarium for Republican never-Trump swamp 
creatures, who have no real supporters outside of the their own 
green room, adds this original swamp creature to their collection of 
nobodies,” tweeted Brad Parscale, campaign manager for President 
Trump’s 2020 bid.

The 2020 election is defi nitely an infl uence here.
“Kasich’s move to CNN is notable because he is one of the most 

prominent critics of President Trump within the Republican Party. 
He has declined to rule out a 2020 primary bid against Trump,” wrote 
CNN media correspondent Brian Stelter. 

“CNN’s deal with Kasich may be a refl ection of changes in the 
political media landscape. Until 2007, he hosted a weekend show 
called ‘Heartland’ on Fox News. But Fox has changed and so has he,” 
Mr. Stelter said.

Mr. Kasich — who is 66 and also served 18 years in Congress — is 
positioning himself as a practical problem solver and has already 
accused his fellow GOPers of being “stuck in the 1950s” in a recent 
USA Today op-ed.

“Perhaps they think denial is protection from the change that 
swirls around them. No doubt they’re threatened by the new diver-
sity of voices that have joined the public chorus, by the long-ignored 
problems that a new generation wants to solve, by an unsettled world 
that no longer follows America’s lead. But they’ve learned absolutely 
nothing from their skunking in the midterm elections,” wrote Mr. 
Kasich, counseling that “old problems need new solutions.”

A BURNING CASE OF BURGER BIAS
President Trump was predictably criticized by the news media 

for serving a fabulous banquet of fast-food delights served on fi ne 
china to the champion Clemson University football team, who 
visited the White House on Monday. Quarterback Trevor Lawrence
described the spread as “awesome,” according to TMZ Sports. Jour-
nalists, however, complained that the menu was unseemly, unhealthy 
and contributed to greenhouse gases, among many other things.

In the aftermath, talk radio kingpin Rush Limbaugh pointed out 
that both former Presidents Bill Clinton and Barack Obama also en-
joyed hamburgers and french fries during their White House tenures 
— and were in turn praised for being down-to-earth and in touch 
with everyday life by the press. Mr. Limbaugh cited in particular a 
Washington Post account titled “President Obama and cheeseburg-
ers: A love story,” published in 2010.

“This serving of fast food burgers at the White House to Clem-
son football team is being presented as yet another bit of evidence 
of how uncivilized, how ill-prepared, how unfi t Donald Trump is to 
be president of the United States,” Mr. Limbaugh told his 14 million 
listeners Tuesday.

“It’s just one of, folks, countless and endless illustrations of the 

blatant unfairness and the bias, the mean-spiritedness and the hatred 
harbored by today’s Washington political class. Pure and simple. No 
diff erence whatsoever,” he said.

THE EVER HOSTILE MEDIA
It has become a cultural norm as President Trump approaches 

two years in offi  ce: Broadcast news coverage remains 90 percent 
negative, according to a massive study which analyzed 87 hours 
of broadcast news coverage during 2018 which centered on the 
president.

“The establishment media’s obvious hostility shows no signs of 
relenting, but polls show this negative coverage has had no discern-
ible impact on the public’s attitudes toward the President,” wrote 
Rich Noyes, senior editor of Newsbusters.org, a conservative press 
watchdog.

Indeed, poll numbers suggest that despite the negative press, Mr. 
Trump’s poll numbers are rising.

“The media elite have clearly waded into the political fray to wage 
war against this President. But have they accomplished anything be-
yond cementing their reputation as political partisans, not objective 
journalists?” Mr. Noyes asked.

Mr. Noyes and his team analyzed “every moment of coverage” 
about Mr. Trump which aired on ABC, CBS and NBC evening news-
casts — an audience of some 23 million nightly viewers.

“The tone of coverage remains incessantly hostile: 90 percent 

negative, vs. just 10 percent positive (excluding neutral statements), 
matching the historically bad press we documented in 2017. Yet 
despite the media’s obvious disapproval, public opinion of the 
President actually improved slightly during 2018, from an average 40 
percent approval on January 1 to 42.7 percent approval on December 
31, according to RealClearPolitics,” Mr. Noyes wrote.

“As it was last year, the Trump presidency was the biggest story of 
2018, accounting for almost 87 hours of coverage, or 28 percent of all 
evening news airtime,” Mr. Noyes said.

A Newsbusters analysis of 2017 broadcast coverage of the presi-
dent also found it was 90 percent negative.

RAZOR-GATE
The numbers on YouTube are very telling: In the last 24 hours, 

over 6 million people have viewed “We Believe: The Best Men Can 
Be,” a new Gillette marketing video which takes on “toxic masculin-
ity,” and suggests cures. The video has earned 133,000 likes — and 
428,000 dislikes.

The hashtag #BoycottGillette is already very popular on Twitter 
— and commentary for better or worse, is heavy.

“So nice to see Gillette jumping on the ‘men are horrible’ cam-
paign permeating mainstream media and Hollywood entertainment. 
I for one will never use your product again,” tweeted actor James 
Woods.

“I’ve used Gillette razors my entire adult life but this absurd 
virtue-signalling PC guff   may drive me away to a company less eager 
to fuel the current pathetic global assault on masculinity. Let boys be 
damn boys. Let men be damn men,” tweeted broadcast commentator
Piers Morgan.

“Turn on the news today and it’s easy to believe that men are not 
at their best. Many fi nd themselves at a crossroads, caught between 
the past and a new era of masculinity,” Gillette advises in designated 
website which off ers the video — along with products, shaving tips 
and coupons.

POLL DU JOUR
⦁ 92 percent of U.S. voters support requiring background checks 

for gun buyers; 89 percent of Republicans, 94 percent of indepen-
dents, and 95 percent of Democrats agree.

⦁ 56 percent of voters overall support stricter gun laws in the 
U.S.; 24 percent of Republicans, 56 percent of independents, and 85 
percent of Democrats agree.

⦁ 40 percent overall oppose stricter gun laws; 72 percent of Re-
publicans, 39 percent of independents, and 13 percent of Democrats 
agree.

⦁ 36 percent overall say that the U.S. would be safer if “more 
people carried guns”; 65 percent of Republicans, 34 percent of inde-
pendents, and 9 percent of Democrats agree.

SOURCE: A QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY POLL OF 1,209 REGISTERED U.S. VOTERS CONDUCTED JAN. 9-13

⦁ Kindly follow Jennifer Harper on Twitter @HarperBulletin.
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Former Ohio governor and two-time presidential hopeful John Kasich 
has been named as a “senior political commentator” with CNN.
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“A person could say we need to raise taxes a little bit [but] when you talk about 70 
percent and all that, we have to be careful because the American people are very 
conservative in the sense of not wanting radical change quickly. It just doesn’t work.”
— Former Senate Democratic leader Harry Reid of Nevada on a proposal by Rep. Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez, New York Democrat, for a 70 percent marginal tax rate on the rich

BY DAVE BOYER AND STEPHEN DINAN

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

President Trump told supporters Tues-
day that he’s fi ghting for a border wall 
because it’s needed, not because he made 
a campaign promise to build it.

“It has nothing to do with a campaign 
promise,” Mr. Trump said in a conference 
call, according to the Associated Press. “It 
has to do with the fact that we need this 
for our country.

“We’re going to win,” he insisted. 
“We’re not going back until it’s over. 
We’re going to build this wall. It’s going 
to happen.”

Democratic leaders have refused Mr. 
Trump’s demand for $5.7 billion to build 
a border barrier, saying in part that the 
president is trying to fulfi ll a 2016 cam-
paign pledge as he gears up for re-election. 
The impasse has led to a 25-day partial 
government shutdown.

The House will skip its planned week-
long vacation that had been scheduled for 
next week to work on ending the govern-
ment shutdown, Majority Leader Steny H. 
Hoyer announced Tuesday.

The move avoids what would have 
been an embarrassing spectacle of law-
makers heading home for vacation as 
many of their constituents suff er from 
the shutdown.

The House will not be in session 
Monday, which is the federal holiday to 
commemorate Martin Luther King Jr. But 
Mr. Hoyer warned colleagues they could 
be called for votes as early as Tuesday.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch Mc-
Connell also said his chamber will be in 
session next week if there’s no shutdown 
solution before then.

Mr. Trump mocked Democrats for 
their refusal to negotiate over his demand 
for a border wall — the major issue that 
led to the shutdown — and chided them 
for fl eeing town last weekend.

Several Democrats went to Puerto Rico 
for a political confab, sparking embarrass-
ing photos of some of them on sunny 
beaches while workers in Washington 
struggled through a massive snowstorm.

Three West Virginia Republican state 
legislators announced Tuesday that they 
plan to introduce legislation that will help 
fund Mr. Trump’s border wall.

The bill would divert $10 million from 
a roughly $200 million state budget sur-
plus to help build the wall along the 
southern border.

In Washington Tuesday, Democratic 
lawmakers rejected Mr. Trump’s invita-
tion to lunch for shutdown negotiations at 
the White House, as the president seeks to 
break apart unity behind House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi’s opposition to border wall 
funding.

“Today, the president off ered both 
Democrats and Republicans the chance 
to meet for lunch at the White House. 
Unfortunately, no Democrats will at-
tend,” said White House press secretary 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders. “It’s time for 
the Democrats to come to the table and 
make a deal.” 

Instead, Mr. Trump hosted nine Re-
publican House lawmakers for talks on 
how to end the shutdown.

Despite the attempt at an end-run 
around Mrs. Pelosi, the speaker gave 
her blessing for Democrats to attend the 
lunch, a top House Democrat said.

“Is he inviting people to 1600 Penn-
sylvania Avenue to really try to solve 
this problem or to create a photo op to 
project a false sense of bipartisanship?” 
said Rep. Hakeem Jeff ries, chairman of 
the House Democratic Caucus, who said 
the Democrats were cautioned against 
being used as political pawns.

Democrats who were invited by the 
president but didn’t attend included Reps. 
Lou Correa of California and Stephanie 
Murphy of Florida, co-chairs of the Blue 

Dog Coalition. 
A Correa spokesman said the law-

maker “welcomes the opportunity to talk 
with the president about border security, 
as soon as the government is reopened.”

Ms. Murphy said she couldn’t attend 
because of a scheduling confl ict with an 
organizing meeting for the House Ways 
and Means Committee. She was receiv-
ing her subcommittee assignments at 
that meeting. 

“I have attended meetings with the 
president at the White House before, but 
a scheduling confl ict prevented me from 
accepting this invitation,” she said in a 
statement. “However, I continue to believe 
the Senate should pass and the president 
should sign the bills reopening govern-
ment that the House already passed. As 
a former national security specialist at 
the Pentagon, I look forward to having a 
meaningful, bipartisan discussion about 
the best way to secure our country.”

Also rejecting the president’s invitation 

were Democratic Reps. Charlie Crist 
of Florida, David Scott of Georgia and 
Abigail Spanberger, a freshman whose 
Northern Virginia district is home to tens 
of thousands of federal employees.

The White House has been targeting 
freshmen House Democrats elected in 
districts that backed Mr. Trump in 2016, 
some of whom have spoken in favor of 
border barriers. Mr. Trump recently said 
he thought Democrat unity was beginning 
to “break” on the border fence issue.

A Pelosi aide said the speaker wel-
comed the opportunity for members to 
see what she had been dealing with during 
the shutdown standoff .

Mr. Trump walked out of his last meet-
ing with Mrs. Pelosi and Senate Minority 
Leader Charles E. Schumer, saying they 
refused to negotiate any funding for a 
border fence or wall even if he agreed to 
end the shutdown.

The White House said Democratic 
leaders are stonewalling on a solution.

“As Senator Schumer and Speaker Pe-
losi refuse to negotiate, President Donald 
J. Trump and his team are working hard to 
fi nd solutions to solve the humanitarian 
and national security crisis at the border 
and reopen the government,” Mrs. Sanders 
said. “The president has a proposal on the 
table that includes additional technology 
at ports of entry, allows minors from Cen-
tral America to seek asylum in their home 
country, and physical barriers between 
ports of entry made of steel instead of 
concrete.”

The Republicans who attended the 
lunch were Reps. Susan Brooks of In-
diana, Rodney Davis of Illinois, Doug 
Collins of Georgia, John Katko of New 
York, Brad Wenstrup of Ohio, Jodey Ar-
rington and Van Taylor of Texas, Anthony 
Gonzalez of Ohio, and Clay Higgins of 
Louisiana.

After the Republican-only lunch at 
the White House, GOP lawmakers said 
Democrats should come back to the table.

“I thought I was coming to a bipartisan 
luncheon,” Mr. Wenstrup said, calling the 
Democratic no-shows “disappointing.”

Democrats say the most bipartisan 
answer on the table is to approve bills to 
reopen the government and postpone the 
border wall fi ght until later.

The president told the annual Farm Bu-
reau convention Monday in New Orleans 
that the wall is only one of many campaign 
promises that he made. He noted that he 
cut taxes as promised, cut regulations and 
opened up the Alaskan National Wildlife 
Refuge to oil exploration.

“We’ve done most of what we said,” 
the president said. “I have actually done 
more than I promised.”

He said Democrats are fi ghting his 
border security proposal only “because 
of the 2020 election.”

A White House aide said although 
the shutdown hasn’t been caused by a 
campaign promise, it’s also “insulting 
[for Democrats] to say that a campaign 
promise shouldn’t be kept.”

⦁ S.A. Miller contributed to this report.
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Trump says border wall is needed ‘for our country’
Not about keeping campaign promise
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A judge Tuesday refused to order the Trump 
administration to pay federal employees kept on 
the job during the partial shutdown, as the IRS said 
it was bringing back tens of thousands of employees 
to process tax returns.

U.S. District Court Senior Judge Richard J. Leon 
said he sympathizes with workers struggling to 
make ends meet, but he said he can’t wade too far 
into a political squabble between the legislative and 
executive branches.

He rejected a labor union’s demand that he order 
the government to pay air traffi  c controllers who are 
working without guaranteed paychecks and said it 
would be “profoundly irresponsible” for him to issue 
an order that lets essential workers decide to stay 
home if they’re not being compensated.

“At best, it would create chaos and confusion,” 
said the judge, an appointee of President George W. 
Bush. “At worst, it would be catastrophic.”

His reluctance to pay or trim the active workforce 
coincided with President Trump’s moves to put even 
more people on the job without pay.

The IRS said Tuesday it was recalling about half 
of its furloughed employees to work during tax-fi ling 
season, which starts Jan. 28, after the administration 
promised to get Americans their refunds on time.

Roughly 46,000 of the 80,000 workers on the 
IRS payroll will be required to report, compared to 
roughly 10,000 who remained on the job at the start 
of the shutdown.

The Federal Aviation Administration brought 
back 500 safety inspectors and plans to recall more, 
while the Food and Drug Administration said it 
recalled roughly 400 inspectors, including 150 who 
work on food safety. 

Other FDA inspectors will examine items such as 
medical devices and drugs.

Judge Leon is managing a mounting set of lawsuits 
from workers who say the funding impasse, spurred 
by Mr. Trump’s demand for border wall funding, has 
already infl icted harm on people who have been 
working since the start of the shutdown 25 days ago. 

More than 420,000 people are deemed “essential” 
and working without pay, while more than 300,000 
more are furloughed at home and didn’t receive 
paychecks Friday.

Congress has passed legislation to pay them all at 
the end of the shutdown, but lawyers for the workers 
still on the job say they deserve immediate relief.

They wanted the judge to approve options rang-
ing from immediate paychecks and extra damages, 
to permission to fi nd paying side gigs.

Daniel Schwei, a lawyer for the Justice Depart-
ment, said workers are “understandably frustrated” 
with the standoff , but the courts should not insert 
themselves into a fi ght that’s unfolding on both ends 
of Pennsylvania Avenue.

The department says tapping funds to pay workers 
without authorization from Congress would violate 
the Constitution. 

Plaintiff s’ attorneys said the problem is that it’s not 
clear when the shutdown will end, as House Demo-
crats refuse to pony up $5 billion in wall funding, Mr. 
Trump refuses to back down and the Republican-led 
Senate seeks a compromise that can win over the 
White House.

Federal workers are reportedly rationing insulin 
or selling personal possessions to make ends meet, 
while those who still must work need to provide for 
child care, yet cannot aff ord it.

“It’s hard not to empathize with the plaintiff s’ 
positions,” Judge Leon said, though he feared the 
judiciary would be used as “another source of lever-
age” in the fi ght.

Judge Leon’s refusal to grant immediate relief 
through temporary restraining orders was just the 
fi rst step in the legal process.

He asked the parties to brief the court ahead of 
another hearing at the end of the month, as the court 
moves into the deeper legal issues involved, such as 
whether requiring employees to work without pay 
is akin to slavery — and thus a violation of the 13th 
Amendment.

Michael Kator, a lawyer for four employees of vari-
ous agencies, argued just that. He also said workers 
should be free to get additional jobs that pay, noting 
some federal agencies prohibit the practice or force 
workers to get permission.

Judge Leon was intrigued by that idea. Over and 
over, he theorized that workers could drive an Uber 
car, wait tables at local restaurants or work at a 
grocery store outside of their typical eight-hour day.

Mr. Schwei said that could raise outside issues, 
such as a confl ict of interest for the Uber driver who 
also works for the Transportation Department and 
oversees regulatory issues.

Molly A. Elkin, a lawyer for the air traffi  c control-
lers, said it’s unrealistic to think her clients could 
work part-time jobs after a grueling day of making 
sure airplanes take off  and land safely.

“That is just going to be another stressor,” she said.
Instead, she emphatically asked Judge Leon to 

drop his “legal hammer” on the executive branch 
and pay the workers.

“How can you not do it?” she said, noting the skies 
won’t be protected forever. “They’re safe — for now, 
judge. For now, they’re safe.”

COURTS

Government workers won’t get 
immediate pay, other relief
Judge said he can’t wade into political squabble 
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Nine Republican house lawmakers, including (from left ) Ohio Rep. Brad Wenstrup, 
Texas Rep. Jodey Arrington and Illinois Rep. Rodney Davis, were hosted by President 
Trump at the White House for talks on Tuesday on how to end the shutdown.
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A 
new commercial from Gillette 
opens with audio of chatter-
ing news reports about the 
#MeToo movement, bullying 

and “toxic masculinity.” A narrator says 
in a sonorous (and masculine) voice: 
“Is this the best a man can get?” — a 
variation on the company’s 30-year old 
motto.

“Is it? We can’t hide from it. It’s been 
going on far too long. We can’t laugh it 
off ,” the narrator says as a scene from a 
fi ctional TV sitcom shows a man grab-
bing a woman’s behind. “Making the 
same old excuses: Boys will be boys. 
But something fi nally changed. And 
there will be no going back. Because 
we, we believe in the best in men.” 

Then the ad cuts to actor Terry 
Crews, about as masculine a man as 
you’ll fi nd anywhere, saying: “Men 
need to hold other men accountable.” 
Then the ad concludes by saying that 
some men already are acting the right 
way “in ways big and small. But some is 
not enough, because the boys watching 
today will be the men of tomorrow.” 
End of ad.

And then a s--tstorm started.
First, there’s the obvious: Maybe 

Gillette should just tell us in its ad 
about all the great new things its razors 
can do, and perhaps even announce 
that they’ve dropped the price a bit 
($22 for an eight-pack of Gillette® 
Mach3® Turbo™ razor cartridges is 
highway robbery).

But this isn’t your father’s razor 
blade because this isn’t even your 
father’s world any more. Nowadays, 
everyone has a platform with social 
media, and companies big and small 
are expected to participate in the cul-
ture in ways that never would’ve been 
dreamed of in the past.

Throw in this factor: Whenever 
anyone suggests that maybe fathers 
and men should knock a little of the 
immaturity out of their boys, hold them 
accountable, focus on raising them as 
gentlemen who can be both masculine 
and compassionate, accusations fl y 

about the wussifi cation of America’s 
boys. And how dare some company say 
that perhaps men should also act bet-
ter. The eff rontery!

Piers Morgan, the former CNN talk-
ing head who’s about as milquetoast as 
they come, went bananas after seeing 
the spot, which was created by Procter 
& Gamble’s ad agency and titled “We 
Believe.” 

“All the qualities that were good 
in men are being portrayed as evil. 
Gillette used to celebrate fabulous mas-
culine qualities, now the presumption 
is we are all horrible people. They have 
changed their tone from celebration of 
masculinity,” he said.

The ad campaign is getting wrecked 
on social media, with more than 
200,000 “dislikes” on YouTube and 
climbing fast. Many critics vow to boy-
cott the company, which explained that 
it’s simply participating in the national 
conversation.

“This is an important conversation 
happening, and as a company that en-
courages men to be their best, we feel 
compelled to both address it and take 
action of our own,” Pankaj Bhalla, Gil-
lette brand director for North America, 

told The Wall Street Journal. “We are 
taking a realistic look at what’s happen-
ing today, and aiming to inspire change 
by acknowledging that the old saying 
‘Boys Will Be Boys’ is not an excuse.”

And what’s so wrong with that? As 
a father, it was my task — my most 
important task — to raise my son to be 
a gentleman, to be masculine while also 
being considerate of others — most 
importantly, women. And as a man, is it 
not also my responsibility to take issue 
with other men when they act poorly 
or, worse, sexually harass women? Of 
course it is. 

The world really has changed in the 
new #MeToo world — all for the better. 
Scumbags like movie mogul Harvey 
Weinstein and actor Kevin Spacey and 
comedian Bill Cosby have all seen their 
careers crash and burn over sexual 
harassment and rape, after years or 
decades of their antics being not only 
known, but tolerated. And I’ve been a 
reporter for 30 years and seen sexism 
(and sexual harassment) in the work-
place that rivals “Anchorman.”

The #MeToo movement put an end 
to all of that. 

Back to the ad. Nowhere does 

Gillette say “all men are rapists” as 
outraged critics claim (and to all those 
guys with their panties in a wad, maybe 
you should just man up and get over 
it). Nowhere does the ad say that we 
should dress little boys in petticoats 
and force them to play with dolls. Gil-
lette simply says “the boys watching 
today will be the men of tomorrow” 
— and that’s making them all pansies? 
Please. 

That declaration is exactly right, 
and, frankly, impossible to refute. So ev-
erybody just calm down. What Gillette 
is preaching is perfectly fi ne. 

And by the way, you do realize that 
you’ve just been played by a mega-
corporation, right? Procter & Gamble is 
reveling in the reaction to its ad, which 
is getting free media coverage every-
where — just as intended. The ad’s 
makers knew the social justice warriors 
would come out in force — just as they 
have. 

Well played, Gillette.
⦁ Joseph Curl covered the White 

House and politics for a decade for The 
Washington Times. He can be reached at 
josephcurl@gmail.com and on Twitter 
@josephcurl.

Everyone calm down, the Gillette ad is just fi ne
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Rep. Steve King voted Tuesday 
to denounce white supremacy 
— joining the very colleagues 
who had intended the vote to be 
a rebuke to the Iowa Republican 
and recent controversial state-
ments attributed to him.

The 424-1 vote follows a deci-
sion a day earlier by House Re-
publicans to keep Mr. King from 
serving on any committees this 
Congress, eff ectively sidelining 
him from much of the business 
of Capitol Hill.

Lawmakers said the moves 
— one symbolic, the other sub-
stantive — were intended to draw 
lines in American political dis-
cussion, making it clear that racist 
rhetoric, or anything that could 
be taken that way, should not be 
tolerated.

“If we do not speak out now, 
collectively as a Congress, clearly 
and without reservation, we will 
send the message that these 
views are acceptable, and they 
will continue to fester,” said Rep. 
Jerrold Nadler, New York Demo-
crat and chairman of the House 
Judiciary Committee.

The resolution quoted Mr. 

King’s most recent controversial 
comments, made last week to 
The New York Times: “White 
nationalist, white supremacist, 
Western civilization — how did 
that language become off ensive?”

The resolution then defi ned 
white supremacists and white 
nationalists, declared those ide-
ologies anathema, and connected 
them to the 2015 massacre at a 
predominantly black South Caro-
lina church and another shooting 
spree at a Pittsburgh synagogue 
last year.

“I agree with every word 
you put in this,” Mr. King said, 
though he said his comments to 
the newspaper last week were 
taken out of context. There is no 
tape of the interview to settle the 
matter, he said.

Some Democrats questioned 
whether Mr. King understood 
why he was being denounced, 
saying the newspaper interview 
was not the fi rst time they have 
been off ended.

“We all know that the record 
of these kinds of comments is 
long,” said Rep. Pramila Jayapal, 
a Washington state Democrat and 
immigrant from India.

It’s not clear whether the reso-
lution is the end of Mr. King’s 

troubles.
Two Democrats on Monday 

introduced resolutions of cen-
sure which they could demand 
receive fl oor votes later this week. 
But Democratic leaders said 
they believed Tuesday’s rebuke 
was the best possible bipartisan 
statement.

Rep. Bobby Rush, an Illi-
nois Democrat who wrote one 
of the censure resolutions, was 
the sole lawmaker to vote “No” 
on Tuesday. He said the rebuke 
wasn’t strong enough and Mr. 
King should face a more robust 
denunciation by colleagues.

“This resolution just restates 
the obvious. It does not address 
Steve King’s violent, vitriolic, 
and rabid racism,” Mr. Rush said. 
“This Democratic resolution is 
an insult to the legacy of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. as we recognize 
his birthday.”

He signaled he will still try to 
force a vote on his censure.

Some Republicans and Demo-
crats have urged Mr. King to 
resign.

“I think he should fi nd an-
other line of work,” said Rep. 
Liz Cheney, chairwoman of the 
House Republican Conference.

Minority Leader Kevin Mc-
Carthy said the GOP stripping 
Mr. King of his committee posts 
is a major signal that Republicans 
take race and rhetoric seriously.

“I wanted to make a state-
ment,” the California Republican 
said.

Democrats, though, said GOP 
racism bleeds over into policy. 
Mr. Nadler, during the fl oor de-
bate Tuesday, linked white su-
premacy to the push for President 
Trump’s border wall, and to ef-
forts to crack down on voting 
fraud.
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House denounces 
white supremacy; 
King backs rebuke
Lawmakers say moves made to 
show racist rhetoric not tolerated

BY S.A. MILLER
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Nobody in the heated debate 
over border security and ille-
gal immigration is talking about 
requiring businesses to check 
whether workers are in the coun-
try legally.

The omission belies broad 
agreement that mandatory use of 
E-Verify, the government’s online 
system to confi rm workers’ legal 
status, would dramatically reduce 
illegal immigration by turning off  
America’s jobs magnet.

In the past, President Trump 
and Senate Democratic Leader 
Charles E. Schumer both advo-
cated for mandatory E-Verify 
with tough enforcement mea-
sures to block immigrants from 
working in the U.S. illegally.

They said it would remove 
the incentive for the vast major-
ity of border jumpers who come 
looking for work and potentially 
would encourage some to return 
to their home countries.

The White House and Mr. 
Schumer’s offi  ce refused to an-
swer The Washington Times’ 
questions about it.

“Both sides like the status 
quo,” said Kevin Lynn, executive 
director of Progressives for Im-
migration Reform.

He faulted Democrats for cod-
dling immigrants living in the U.S. 
illegally to solidify support from 
Hispanic voters and Republicans 
for siding with businesses that 
want to exploit cheap labor.

Mr. Lynn’s group, which tai-
lors its low-immigration mes-
sage to Democrats, has all but 
abandoned eff orts to pressure the 
party’s congressional leaders on 
mandatory E-Verify.

“Right now we’re not, only 
because the reception is so bad 
to it,” he said.

E-Verify has existed since 1996 
and is mandatory in eight states. 
A 2016 study published in the IAZ 
Journal of Development and Mi-
gration found reduced numbers 
of immigrants living in the U.S. 
illegally in states with mandatory 
E-Verify.

“E-Verify is a much more ef-
fi cient way to achieve the goals 
that are claimed for the border 
wall,” said Edwin Rubenstein, 
chief researcher for the nonparti-
san Negative Population Growth.

An estimated 11.3 million im-
migrants live in the U.S. illegally 
with about 8 million working, 
accounting for about 5 percent 
of the workforce, according to 
a 2016 analysis by the Pew Re-
search Center.

Compared to their share of 

the workforce, immigrants living 
in the U.S. illegally were over-
represented in the agriculture 
(17 percent) and construction 
(13 percent) sectors, and in the 
leisure and hospitality industry (9 
percent), the center found.

The Chamber of Commerce 
dropped its opposition to E-Ver-
ify in 2013 but only with the stipu-
lation that current employees be 
exempt.

The agriculture industry’s re-
liance on labor from immigrants 
living in the U.S. illegally has 
long kept farm state Republicans 
from backing mandatory E-Verify 
without a major expansion of 
guest worker programs.

The farm lobby was divided 
last year when mandatory E-
Verify was included in a House 
GOP package of immigration 
reforms, the Securing America’s 
Future Act.

The bill was defeated 192-231, 
with 41 Republicans joining every 
Democrat in voting no.

While making his border 
security pitch Monday to the 
American Farm Bureau Founda-
tion’s annual convention in New 
Orleans, Mr. Trump stressed that 
a border wall wouldn’t keep out 
seasonal workers.

“I’m going to make that easier 
for them to come in and to work 

the farms,” he said. “But we’re 
keeping the wrong ones out, OK?”

But he’s not talking about E-
Verify the way he did on the 2016 
campaign trail, when he pledged 
to “strengthen and expand” the 
program.

With Mr. Trump in the White 
House, the system has gotten 
short shrift. It was left out of Mr. 
Trump’s “four pillars” plan to 
combat illegal immigration. 

Only a handful of the 565 
companies in the Trump Orga-
nization, the president’s business 
empire, have signed up to use E-
Verify, according to a Washington 
Times analysis.

At times, Democrats touted 
E-Verify as a solution.

Mr. Schumer last week listed E-
Verify among the top measures for 
border security that he said were 
“ironically” suspended during the 
partial government shutdown.

“Border patrol agents are 
going without pay, E-Verify is 
off -line, immigration cases are on 
hold, new immigration judges are 
not being hired,” he said.

In 2009, Mr. Schumer said 
a “biometric-based employer 
verifi cation system with tough 
enforcement and auditing is nec-
essary to signifi cantly diminish 
the job magnet that attracts illegal 
aliens to the United States.”

IMMIGRATION

E-Verify absent from immigration policy talks

BY ROWAN SCARBOROUGH
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To Trump campaign veterans, 
the stories surrounding the 2016 
Republican Party platform debate 
on Ukraine have fed a myth as 
large as the Christopher Steele 
dossier’s unproven anti-Trump 
allegations.

The narrative has arisen again. 
The New York Times reported 
that the FBI opened an inquiry in 
May 2017 into whether President 
Trump was an agent of Russia. 
The investigation was sparked 
by Mr. Trump’s fi ring of FBI Di-
rector James B. Comey. One of 
the pieces of evidence was the 
debate on Ukraine at the Repub-
lican National Convention during 
which the plank supposedly was 
weakened to appease Russia.

No public evidence indicates 
Mr. Trump was involved.

Said a Trump associate: “Com-
pletely and utterly disgusting. 
Worse than fake news. The lie 
that just won’t die.”

Members of the Trump team 
say the plank was never wa-
tered down. In fact, they say, the 
fi nal platform language backed 
Ukraine against Russia in stronger 
terms.

The narrative that summer in 
Cleveland: One delegate wanted 
to amend the draft language to 
commit the U.S. to provide “lethal 
defensive weapons to Ukraine’s 
armed forces” in its battle against 
Vladimir Putin-backed separat-
ists. The delegate also wanted to 
urge greater NATO coordination 
in Ukraine’s defense planning.

Trump advisers thought the 
specifi c pledge of weapons went 
beyond U.S. policy and locked in a 
future President Trump before an 
assessment. So the fi nal Ukraine 
plank language was rewritten to 
pledge “appropriate assistance to 
the armed forces of Ukraine.” This 
commitment left open the possi-
bility of directly arming Ukrainian 
troops.

The bottom line, say Trump 
associates: The call for lethal 
weapons was never in the plank 
to begin with. The draft language 
was rewritten to make it stronger.

The Republican majority of 
the House Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence in-
terviewed a number of Trump 
advisers involved.

Their final report in April 
concluded: “The change in the 
Republican Party platform re-
garding Ukraine resulted in a 
stronger position against Russia, 
not a weaker one.

“It has been widely reported 
that the 2016 Republican Party 
platform was weakened with re-
spect to Ukraine, perhaps as a 
favor to Russia or some other 
nefarious reason,” the Republican 
report reads. “After reviewing 
the Republican Party platform 

amendment process, interview-
ing those involved and reviewing 
document production, the com-
mittee determined that the origi-
nal plank was strengthened rather 
than weakened — and there is no 
evidence that language advocat-
ing for the provision of ‘lethal de-
fensive weapons’ was improperly 
removed.”

The Trump associate told 
The Washington Times that Hill-
ary Clinton loyalists and other 
Democrats continue to appear 
on CNN and MSNBC broadcasts 
to repeat the Ukraine platform 
disinformation.

“Clinton aides and others who 
knowingly invented lies and con-
tinue to spread them about the 
GOP platform supposed changes 
regarding Russia should be inves-
tigated for treason,” the associate 
said. “Fomenting unrest against 
a sitting president through anti-
democratic, malicious activities 
must have consequences.”

This person said it was trou-
bling that by May 2017, nearly a 
year after the Republican National 
Convention, the FBI would still 
be citing bogus Ukraine stories.

The New York Times said the 
FBI hierarchy also considered the 
Democratic Party-fi nanced dos-
sier, with its Kremlin sources, in 
deciding to open an inquiry into 
Mr. Trump.

Republicans considered the 
document to be a hoax. Some 
say it was deliberate Kremlin dis-
information to muddy the 2016 
election by making unverifi ed 
charges against Mr. Trump.

Released text messages be-
tween FBI agent Peter Strzok, who 
led the bureau’s Russia investiga-
tion, and his lover, FBI lawyer 
Lisa Page, showed deep hostility 
toward Mr. Trump.

A postscript: The Trump ad-
ministration last year approved 
a $47 million arms package for 
Ukraine that included lethal aid 
— 210 Javelin anti-tank weapons 
and scores of launchers. The Kiev 
government confi rmed last spring 
that the highly eff ective weapons 
had arrived.

Last month, Ukrainian armor 
units took part in a combat exer-
cise alongside U.S. Army troops in 
Germany, Stripes.com reported.

That same month, the U.S. ex-
ecuted a surprise spy fl ight over 
Ukraine in response to Russia’s 
attack on a Ukrainian naval ship 
in the Black Sea.

“Today, the United States and 
Allies conducted an extraordi-
nary fl ight under the Open Skies 
Treaty. The timing of this fl ight is 
intended to reaffi  rm U.S. commit-
ment to Ukraine and other part-
ner nations,” the Pentagon said. 
“The United States is resolute in 
our support for the security of 
European nations.”

“Extraordinary” is a technical 
term outlined in the treaty.

INVESTIGATION

Trump campaign 
plank bolstered 
Ukraine’s side
Narrative debunks suggestions 
of president as Russian agent
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“I agree with every word you put in this,” Iowa Rep. Steve King said of a 
resolution to denounce white supremacy, intended as a rebuke to him.
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“I’m 56 years of old and I 
want to thank you for giving me my 
intimacy back with my spouse! Your 
staff was friendly and respectful, and 

never made me feel uncomfortable...
and wow I never expected such fast 

results.” - Ernie C.

weighty issues before the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee, saying he would look 
into the FBI’s decision in 2017 to open 
an investigation into whether Mr. Trump 
was secretly working on behalf of Rus-
sian interests.

He also said he wouldn’t target mari-
juana companies in states where the drug 
is legal, diverging from Jeff  Sessions’ 
move to revoke an Obama-era memo lay-
ing out a more relaxed approach. He also 
said he generally favors the sentencing 
law Congress passed late last year, also 
breaking with Mr. Sessions, who had 
urged a tougher line.

Mr. Barr also said Mr. Trump does 
have power under the Constitution to 
pardon himself or family members but 
cautioned that there could be political 
consequences.

“Yes, he does have the power to par-
don a family member, but he would then 
have to face the fact that he could be held 
accountable for abusing his power,” Mr. 
Barr said.

He generally avoided delving into 
ongoing legal battles but said he imagines 
the department would continue to battle 
for the right to ask a citizenship question 
on the 2020 census after a judge Tuesday 
ruled that move illegal.

He also said he is open to defend-
ing the Aff ordable Care Act in a major 
court battle underway. The department 
previously said it agreed with states 
that argued that most of the law is now 
unconstitutional.

Mr. Barr said he was open to recon-
sidering that position but wanted to 
examine it further.

The Judiciary Committee is holding 
two days of confi rmation hearings for 
Mr. Barr. On Tuesday, the 20-month-old 
Mueller investigation dominated the 
proceedings.

Mr. Barr defended his writing in 
June of a memo sent to Deputy Attor-
ney General Rod Rosenstein saying Mr. 
Mueller’s focus on whether the president 
obstructed justice was “fatally miscon-
ceived.” He told the Judiciary Committee 
that he wrote it based on press reports.

Sen. Dianne Feinstein of California, 
the committee’s top Democrat, said that 
raised questions about Mr. Barr’s “will-
ingness to reach conclusions before 
knowing the facts” and whether he pre-
judged the Mueller investigation.

Democrats have said Mr. Barr should 
consider recusing himself from over-
seeing the Mueller investigation as Mr. 
Sessions did.

Mr. Barr promised to speak with the 
Justice Department’s ethics offi  cials but 
said he would make the fi nal decision. 
He also said his situation is diff erent 
from that of Mr. Sessions, who, as a 

Trump surrogate, had interactions with 
the Russian ambassador during the 2016 
campaign.

“It’s a judgment call, and the attorney 
general is the person who makes the 
judgment, and that’s what the job entails,” 
Mr. Barr said.

When pressed by Sen. Kamala D. 
Harris, California Democrat, about the 
scenarios under which he would not 
follow the ethics offi  cials’ recommenda-
tions, Mr. Barr’s response was curt.

“If I disagreed with them,” he said.
He also said he would “get out as much 

information as I can” on Mr. Mueller’s 
eventual fi ndings but added that the special 
counsel’s report is a prosecutor’s document 
that is unlikely to be released in full.

He said Mr. Rosenstein, who is over-
seeing the Mueller investigation but is 
leaving the Justice Department later this 
year, may have reached a conclusion on 
whether the report will be released.

Committee Chairman Lindsey Gra-
ham, South Carolina Republican, said Mr. 
Barr gave the right answers on publiciz-
ing the Mueller report, but he doubted it 

will matter in the end.
“The report will be leaked before 

he gets it,” the committee chairman 
predicted.

Mr. Barr was steadfast in his pledge 
not to hamper or impede Mr. Mueller. 
He said he would resist pressure from 
Mr. Trump to fi re the special counsel.

“Under the [Justice Department] 
regulations, Bob Mueller can only be 
terminated with good cause and, frankly, 
it is unimaginable to me that Bob would 
ever do anything that would give rise to 
good cause,” he said. “For me, it would 
have to be more than that.”

Mr. Barr later said he would resign 
rather than terminate a “bona fi de, lawful 
investigation into wrongdoing.”

He recounted publicly for the fi rst 
time eff orts to lure him to Mr. Trump’s 
legal team and called the overture a 
“short-lived” idea.

Mr. Barr said he was approached in 
June 2017 by David Friedman, the U.S. 
ambassador to Israel, about his interest in 
augmenting Mr. Trump’s legal team. The 
overture eventually led to a meeting with 

the president, but Mr. Barr declined the 
off er, saying he “didn’t want this burden.”

The meeting ended with Mr. Trump 
asking for his phone number, but Mr. 
Barr said he never heard back from the 
president until he asked him to become 
the nominee for attorney general.

He recalled telling the president that 
Mr. Mueller was “a straight-shooter and 
could be dealt with as such.”

Mr. Graham said he was happy with 
the congenial tone of the hearing, which 
lacked the kinds of protests that dis-
rupted last year’s Supreme Court con-
fi rmation process.

He said Democrats shouldn’t penalize 
Mr. Barr because they disagree with Mr. 
Trump’s agenda.

But liberal activists said Democrats 
should do just that.

“William Barr had the opportunity 
today to prove to all of us that he could 
be the independent, fair attorney general 
America needs right now. He failed,” 
said Kristine Lucius, a vice president at 
the Leadership Conference on Civil and 
Human Rights.
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Attorney General nominee 
William P. Barr said Tuesday 
that the U.S. does need fencing 
on the border with Mexico, 
and delivered a fi erce rebuke to 
sanctuary cities that refuse to 
cooperate in identifying immi-
grants living in the U.S. illegally, 
saying they entice more people 
to break the law.

“We need money right now 
for border security, including 
barriers and walls,” Mr. Barr 
told the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee during a first day of 
confi rmation hearings.

He praised legal immigra-
tion — though he said the sys-
tem “needs reforming” — but 
said the issue with illegal im-
migration is pressing and needs 
quick solutions.

While most of Tuesday’s 
hearing focused on how Mr. 
Barr would handle the ongoing 
special counsel’s probe into 
Russian meddling in the 2016 
election, the Justice Depart-
ment’s role in overseeing immi-
gration policy drew a number 
of questions from both Demo-
crats and Republicans.

Mr. Barr said people are 
“abusing” the asylum system 
by making bogus claims, then 
counting on lax enforcement 
and lengthy court proceedings 
to give them a chance to disap-
pear into the shadows here in 
the U.S.

He said he dealt with that 
sort of situation on a smaller 
scale when he was attor-
ney general under President 
George H.W. Bush, and said the 
laws have to change.

“It’s long overdue, and the 
president is right that until 
we’re able to do going to be 
able to get control over illegal 
immigration,” he said.

Mr. Barr off ered a particular 
critique of sanctuary cities, say-
ing they create a “hydraulic ef-
fect,” pulling more immigrants 
into the U.S. illegally under 
the belief that they can avoid 
detection.

He said what sanctuaries 

really do is shield criminals by 
preventing local police and jails 
from sharing information about 
those in their custody with 
federal immigration offi  cials.

“This is not chasing after 
families, things like that, this is 
going after criminals,” he said.

Democrats were dismayed 
by Mr. Barr’s stances.

Sen. Richard Durbin, Illinois 
Democrat, said the nominee’s 
belief that barriers will help at 
the border is misguided.

“Experts say more screening 
technology, not a wall, is what 
works,” Mr. Durbin tweeted.

Sen. Mazie Hirono, Hawaii 
Democrat, pressed Mr. Barr on 
whether he thought birthright 
citizenship — the automatic 
granting of citizenship rights to 
almost anyone born on U.S. soil, 
whether their parents are in the 
country legally or not — was a 
constitutional guarantee.

He said he hadn’t studied the 
matter, and would seek guid-
ance from the Justice Depart-
ment Offi  ce of Legal Counsel.

Ms. Hirono was nonplussed.
“As a former attorney gen-

eral, he hasn’t read the Con-
stitution and the 14th Amend-
ment? Wow,” she tweeted.

On another hot-button issue 
Mr. Barr vowed not to pros-
ecute marijuana companies in 
states where it is legal.

“To the extent people are 
complying with the state laws, 
we are not going to go after 
that,” he said.

But he urged Congress to de-
velop a unifi ed law, saying the 
current situation is untenable. 
Federal law prohibits the sale 
and possession of marijuana, 
but some states have either 
legalized or decriminalized it. 

He said he would not have 
rescinded the Cole Memo, an 
Obama-era document that told 
federal prosecutors to generally 
avoid marijuana cases in states 
where it was legal

Mr. Barr also said he would 
“faithfully enforce” the First 
Step Act, a major sentencing 
reform signed into law last year 
that cuts prison time for a num-
ber of nonviolent off enders.

Mr. Barr had previously 
been seen as having a tough-
on-crime approach during his 
earlier stint as attorney general, 
but he said violent crime rates 
were much higher at that time.

“I think the time was right 
to take stock and make changes 
to our penal system based on 
current experience, so I have 
no problem with the approach 
of reforming the sentencing 
structure and I will faithfully 
enforce that law,” he said, prom-
ising to “diligently implement” 
the First Step Act.

Barr says border wall needed ‘right now’
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“Experts say more screening technology, not a wall, is what works,” 
tweeted Senate Minority Whip Richard Durbin, about attorney 
general nominee William P. Barr’s stance on immigration policy.
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Attorney General nominee William Barr generally avoided delving into ongoing legal battles but said he imagines the department 
would continue to battle for the right to ask a citizenship question on the 2020 census aft er a judge Tuesday ruled that move illegal.

Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Lindsey Graham, South Carolina Republican, 
said Mr. Barr gave the right answers on publicizing the Mueller report, but he doubted 
it will matter in the end. “Th e report will be leaked before he gets it,” he predicted.
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Teachers in the Los Angeles 
Unifi ed School District 

walked picket lines again 
Tuesday despite pleas from 
administrators for them to 

go back to classrooms and 
for their union to return to 

the bargaining table. Joining 
them were students from 

UCLA Community High 
School (right). Th e union and 

the nation’s second-largest 
school district agree that 

more teachers are needed 
to reduce class size, but 

the two sides have been 
in dispute for weeks over 

how to fund their salaries, 
as well as how to add more 

full-time nurses, librarians 
and counselors.
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LOS ANGELES STUDENTS SUPPORT STRIKING TEACHERS
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MADISON, WIS. | With a new Demo-
cratic ally in the governor’s offi  ce, a 
handful of Republican lawmakers are 
pushing for Wisconsin to join the rest of 
the country and criminalize fi rst-off ense 
drunken driving.

On paper it might look like a can’t-
miss bipartisan initiative, but it’s not that 
easy in a state where beer is so much a 
part of the culture that the major league 
baseball team is called the Brewers. 
Powerful Republican opponents already 
are lining up against the idea, calling it 
impractical and too expensive. 

“We want to feel like we’re really 
being strict on drunk drivers,” said Re-
publican state Sen. Van Wanggaard, 
chairman of the Senate judiciary com-
mittee and an opponent of criminalizing 
fi rst off ense. “But it’s not about punishing 
that person that made that poor choice. 
It’s about directing them to make good 
choices.”

Wisconsin’s love aff air with booze 
dates to statehood. Milwaukee has served 
as home to some of the country’s biggest 
brewers, including Pabst, Schlitz, Miller 
and Blatz.

The Princeton Review in 2017 rated 
the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
as the school with the most beer. And 
last year the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention released a survey 
in which 1-in-4 Wisconsin respondents 
reported binge-drinking at least once 
in the past month, the second-highest 
rate among the states behind only North 
Dakota.

Along with all the drinking has come 
carnage on the roads. The state ranks 
20th in population but has landed among 
the top 15 states for drunken-driving ar-
rests every year from 2005 through 2017, 
according to the latest statistics compiled 
by Mothers Against Drunk Drivers. From 
2005 through 2009 the state ranked in the 
top 10 for DUI arrests.

In 2015 alone, nearly 200 people were 
killed and an additional 2,900 were 

injured in alcohol-related crashes in the 
state, according to the latest state Depart-
ment of Transportation data.

At a time when some states have 
talked about lowering their DUI limit 

— Utah just set its threshold at a nation-
low of 0.05 percent blood alcohol content 
— Wisconsin remains the only state in 
the nation that treats a fi rst off ense as a 
civil violation akin to a speeding ticket 
rather than a crime.

For years, Republican state Rep. Jim 
Ott and state Sen. Alberta Darling have 
been proposing legislation aimed at 
drunken driving.

Mr. Ott has been on a decadelong 
quest after a drunken driver killed con-
stituent Judy Jenkins’ pregnant daughter 
and 10-year-old granddaughter in 2008. 
Mr. Ott promised her he would do ev-
erything he could to crack down on 
drunken driving.

The Assembly overwhelmingly 
passed their 2013 proposal to make a fi rst 
off ense a misdemeanor, but the Senate 
did nothing with it. The powerful Tav-
ern League of Wisconsin was offi  cially 
neutral on the bill, but state agencies 
estimated it would cost more than $5 
million to hire enough prosecutors and 
public defenders to handle the infl ux of 

new court cases.
Enter newly elected Democratic Gov. 

Tony Evers made waves during his cam-
paign when he said he’s open to criminal-
izing fi rst off enses. He repeated it days 
before his inauguration.

“We have to fi nd ways to make that 
fi rst off ense more meaningful to the 
off enders so they don’t off end again or 
don’t off end the fi rst time,” Mr. Evers 
said. “Whether that’s making it a felony 
or not, I’m not sure.”

The next day, Mr. Ott and Ms. Darling 
reintroduced their measure to make 
a fi rst off ense a misdemeanor. They 
tweaked it so off enders could seek ex-
pungement if they avoid a second off ense 
for fi ve years. 

Even with Mr. Evers in their corner, 
the measure appears doomed.

“It would take legislative leadership 
to change their mindset on criminalizing 
fi rst off ense,” said Frank Harris, MADD’s 
director of state government aff airs. “It 
depends on if the tavern league would 
allow them to do it.”

WISCONSIN

Push to criminalize fi rst-time DUIs proves a tough sell in Wisconsin
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Gov. Tony Evers made waves when he 
said he was open to criminalizing fi rst 
off enses for drunken driving. He repeated 
it days before his inauguration.
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NEW YORK | The governing body for 
the Jesuit order in the northeastern 
United States released a list Tuesday 
of 50 priests under its jurisdiction who 
have been credibly accused of sexual 
misconduct with minors.

All but 15 of the Roman Catholic 
priests on the list released by the USA 
Northeast Province of the Society of 
Jesus are dead, and all of the alleged 
abuse all took place before 1997.

Two former priests are incarcerated, 
one for possession of child pornography 
and one for abuse charges.

“At the heart of this crisis is the 
painful, sinful and illegal harm done to 
children by those whom they should 
have been able to trust,” the Rev. John J. 
Cecero, the top offi  cial for the province, 
said in a statement. “We did not know 
any best practices to handle these viola-
tions many decades ago and regrettably 
made mistakes along the way.”

The list includes priests who served 
in Jesuit high schools and colleges 
throughout New England, New York 
and northern New Jersey.

Leaders of several universities where 
accused priests have served released 
statements in response to the list.

“We are heartsick that the shadow of 
the crisis within the larger Catholic com-
munity has been cast upon our Univer-
sity, and deeply troubled by the very real 
possibility that there are still survivors 
whose accounts of abuse we have not yet 
heard,” said the Rev. Joseph McShane, 
president of Fordham University.

Linda LeMura, president of LeMoyne 
College in Syracuse, said: “We deeply 
regret any abuse that occurred on our 
campus. We encourage survivors and 
any member of our community to reach 
out to the resources available to you and 
to report sexual harassment, misconduct 
or abuse allegations to these resources 
and to law-enforcement agencies as 

appropriate.”
The list released Tuesday includes 

James Talbot, a former priest and high 
school teacher who pleaded guilty last 
year to charges that he sexually assaulted 
a boy in the 1990s in Freeport, Maine. 
Talbot’s accuser said in court in Septem-
ber: “To this day, I remember the steps 
leading inside the church as if they were 
guiding me to hell.”

Another former priest, James Kuntz, 
pleaded guilty to possession of child 
pornography in federal court in New 
Jersey in 2008.

The Rev. Keith Pecklers, a professor 
of liturgy at the Pontifi cal Gregorian 
University in Rome, is the only priest 
on the list still serving at a Jesuit-run 
institution. A New Jersey man testifi ed 
in 2010 that he was abused by Father 
Pecklers when Father Pecklers was 17 
and the victim was 14.

A Jesuit spokesman said Father Peck-
lers remains active because the alleged 
abuse happened in his teens before he 
was ordained. The spokesman said Fa-
ther Pecklers is monitored in Rome and 
is not allowed access to minors.

The Jesuit provinces in the other four 
regions of the United States previously 
have released their lists of priests who 
have credibly been accused of abusing 
minors.

The disclosures by the Jesuits follow 
the release of lists of hundreds of priests 
accused of abuse by Catholic dioceses 
across the U.S.

“Releasing these names publicly is 
crucial not only for the healing of sur-
vivors, but also to encourage victims 
who may be suff ering in silence to come 
forward and to deter future clergy sex 
crimes and cover-ups,” said Zach Hiner, 
executive director of the Survivors Net-
work of those Abused by Priests, in an 
email.

“Still,” Mr. Hiner said, “the fact re-
mains that this is a long-overdue move 
prompted only by pressure from pros-
ecutors, parishioners and the public.”

RELIGION

Northeast Jesuits name 
priests accused of abuse
All but 15 are dead; each allegation before 1997 
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Miami Beach Police recently skirted a 
Florida ban on police drone surveillance 
by monitoring a crowd with a small, 
helium-fi lled blimp — or what reconnais-
sance experts call a “tethered aerostat.”

Aerostats and their imaging technology 
have assisted U.S. troops on the battlefi elds 
of Iraq and Afghanistan, and now they have 
found their way back to America.

Industry insiders hope the latest it-
eration of blimps, or airships, will soon 
play a larger role in modern aeronautics 
despite past failures.

“There have been many false dawns 
for the return of airships,” said Simon 
Whalley, external aff airs director at the 
Royal Aeronautical Society, in an email. 
“But the application of new, tough and 
lightweight materials and propulsion 
technologies could usher in a new gen-
eration of lighter-than-air concepts.”

Experts say that airships have had an 
image problem since the 1937 Hinden-
burg disaster, in which 36 people were 
killed when the zeppelin’s hydrogen 
tanks exploded over New Jersey.

Airship pioneer Gregory Gottlieb 
said economic issues also have been a 
factor, pointing out that the vessels have 
received less investment and attention 
than airplanes.

“Planes have always been faster and 
made a lot more noise, which a lot of 

military people like,” said Mr. Gottlieb, 
who served 20 years in the British army 
and headed the Ministry of Defense’s 
counterterrorism aviation unit.

He categorized airships as “underval-
ued technology” that off ers governments, 
militaries and businesses key opportuni-
ties, from counter-narcotics policing to 
surveying minerals to border protection.

“The issue is getting past the giggle 
factor,” he said, noting that many still 
look down on airships as mere balloons.

Meanwhile, U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection offi  cials recently admitted 
that fi ve airships are fl ying above the Rio 
Grande Valley in the southernmost tip of 
South Texas to provide border security.

Past eff orts to revive the airship indus-
try, like Germany’s Cargolifter project, 
have ended in failure. The now-defunct 

Cargolifter company was heralded in 
1996 as the future in transporting massive 
loads. It folded in 2002 — leaving behind 
the world’s largest hangar, which now 
serves as an amusement park.

Chris Caplice, executive director of 
the Center for Transportation and Logis-
tics at MIT, says the market for airships 
will remain niche and “narrow.”

But research and development is 
booming, led by U.S. aerospace giant 
Lockheed Martin’s work for the military 
and oil-and-gas industries. British and 
Russian eff orts also are underway to 
build 500-foot-long “fl ying whales” 
that are roughly twice the size of a 
Boeing 747.

“The aerospace community should 
not these developments as threats but 
and opportunities,” said Mr. Gottlieb, 

who directs the fi rm Airships Arabia, 
which aims to spread aerostats across 
the Persian Gulf and the Middle East.

“For the transportation of goods and 
equipment, airships would be cheaper 
than aircraft and faster than shipping, 
and producing fewer emissions than 
both, so there could be a new market for 
their use,” Mr. Whaley said.

Recent years have seen the Pentagon 
invest more in airships, especially the 
missile-defense vessel called the JLENS, 
which contained radar powerful enough 
to scan more than 300 miles.

In October 2015, however, a JLENS 
made world headlines when it became 
untethered during a test along the East 
Coast and drifted from Maryland to 
Pennsylvania before technicians brought 
it back under control.

TECHNOLOGY

Blimps to play bigger role patrolling U.S. skies
Military success 
revives interest

“Congratulations to two loving kind caring thoughtful Spiritual people. We are so 
happy for you you are blessed as is everyone who knows you yes let’s go.”
— Maria Shriver, on Instagram congratulating her daughter, Katherine Schwarzenegger, and actor Chris Pratt on their engagement



NORTH CAROLINA

UNC removes Confederate
pedestal; chancellor ousted

RALEIGH | Hours after the last 
remnants of a Confederate statue 
were removed overnight from North 
Carolina’s fl agship public university, 
the state university system’s govern-
ing board pushed out the offi  cial who 
ordered them gone.

UNC-Chapel Hill Chancellor Carol 
Folt had said Monday that she would 
leave at the end of the school year in 
May, but the Board of Governors on 
Tuesday made her departure eff ective 
at the end of this month.

The removal of the statue’s marble 
pedestal could increase pressure on 
the board to give up on plans to restore 
the monument.

Ms. Folt ordered the base for 
the toppled statue known as “Silent 
Sam” removed because of continuing 
unspecifi ed threats since she and uni-
versity trustees last month proposed 
a new location away from the heart of 
the country’s oldest public university, 
she said.

— Associated Press

OHIO

Lawsuit claims overmedication
of near-death patients

COLUMBUS | An intensive care doc-
tor ordered “signifi cantly excessive 
and potentially fatal” doses of pain 
medicine for at least 27 near-death 
patients in the past few years after 
families asked that lifesaving measures 
be stopped, an Ohio hospital system 
announced after being sued by a family 
alleging an improper dose of fentanyl 
actively hastened the death of one of 
those patients.

The Columbus-area Mount Carmel 
Health System acknowledged that the 
doses were larger than needed to pro-
vide comfort for dying patients. That 
raises questions about whether there 
was intentional or possibly illegal use 
of the drugs to accelerate deaths.

The system said it has fi red the doc-
tor, has reported fi ndings of an internal 
investigation to authorities and has 
removed 20 employees from patient 
care pending further investigation. 
The employees included nurses who 
administered the medication as well as 

pharmacists.
The lawsuit was fi led Monday in 

Franklin County against the health 
system, a pharmacist, a nurse and the 
doctor, which it identifi es as William 
Husel.

— Associated Press

CALIFORNIA

Netfl ix prices to surge
for all 58 million subscribers

SAN FRANCISCO | Netfl ix is rais-
ing its U.S. prices by 13 percent to 18 
percent, its biggest increase since the 
company launched its streaming ser-
vice 12 years ago.

The largest hike will be to its most 
popular plan, to $13 per month from 
$11. That option off ers high-defi nition 
streaming on up to two internet-con-
nected devices simultaneously.

Even at the higher price, that plan 
is still a few dollars lower than HBO, 
whose streaming service charges $15 
per month.

The extra cash will help pay for 
Netfl ix’s huge investment in original 
shows and fi lms and fi nance the heavy 
debt it has assumed to ward off  rivals 
such as Amazon, Disney and AT&T.

This marks the fourth time that 
Netfl ix has raised its U.S. prices; the 
last time was in late 2017.

But this is the fi rst time that higher 
prices will hit all 58 million U.S. sub-
scribers, the number Netfl ix reported 
at the end of September.

— Associated Press

TEXAS

Hospital shakes up leadership
aft er high number of deaths

HOUSTON | A Houston hospital has 
removed its president and several 
other leaders after an unusually high 
number of patient deaths, a loss of 
some federal funding and a recent case 
in which a patient died after receiving 
a transfusion of the wrong blood type.

Baylor St. Luke’s Medical Center 
announced the decision to replace its 
president, Gay Nord, its chief nursing 
offi  cer and a top physician on Monday, 
the Houston Chronicle reported.

Investigative reports by the newspa-
per and ProPublica last year revealed 
a high rate of patient deaths within the 
hospital’s renowned heart transplant 
program, as well as major complica-
tions after heart bypass surgery and 
repeated complaints about inadequate 
nursing.

St. Luke’s lost Medicare and Med-
icaid funding for heart transplants in 
August.

— Associated Press 
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DALLAS | Researchers say a pack of 
wild canines found frolicking near the 
beaches of the Texas Gulf Coast car-
ries a substantial amount of red wolf 
genes, a surprising discovery because 
the animal was declared extinct in the 
wild nearly 40 years ago.

The fi nding has led wildlife biolo-
gists and others to develop a new un-
derstanding that the red wolf DNA is 
remarkably resilient after decades of 
human hunting, loss of habitat and 
other factors had led the animal to near 
decimation.

“Overall, it’s incredibly rare to re-
discover animals in a region where 
they were thought to be extinct and it’s 
even more exciting to show that a piece 
of an endangered genome has been 
preserved in the wild,” said Elizabeth 
Heppenheimer, a Princeton University 
biologist involved in the research on 
the pack found on Galveston Island 
in Texas.

The work of the Princeton team was 
published in the scientifi c journal Genes.

The genetic analysis found that the 
Galveston canines appear to be a hybrid 
of red wolf and coyote, but Ms. Heppen-
heimer cautions that without additional 
testing, it’s diffi  cult to label the animal.

Ron Sutherland, a North Carolina-
based conservation scientist with the 

Wildlands Network, said it’s exciting to 
have found “this unique and fascinating 
medium-sized wolf.”

The survival of the red wolf genes 
“without much help from us for the last 
40 years is wonderful news,” said Mr. 
Sutherland, who was not involved in 
the Princeton study.

The discovery coincides with simi-
lar DNA fi ndings in wild canines in 
southwestern Louisiana and bolsters 

the hopes of conservationists dismayed 
by the dwindling number of red wolves 
in North Carolina that comprised the 
only known pack in the wild.

The red wolf, which tops out at about 
80 pounds, was once common across a 
vast region extending from Texas to the 
south, into the Southeast and up into the 
Northeast. It was federally classifi ed as 
endangered in 1967 and declared extinct 
in the wild in 1980.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in 
the 1970s captured a remnant popula-
tion in Texas and Louisiana that eventu-
ally led to a successful captive breeding 
program. Those canines in 1986 became 
part of the experimental wild popula-
tion in North Carolina. That group 
has been declining since peaking at an 
estimated 120 to 130 wolves in 2006. A 
federal report in April said only about 
40 remained.

An additional 200 red wolves live 
in zoos and wildlife facilities as part of 
captive breeding programs.

A federal judge in November sided 
with environmental groups that argued 
in a lawsuit that eff orts by federal au-
thorities to shrink the territory of the 
wild group in North Carolina were a 
violation of law. The judge ruled U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife also violated the En-
dangered Species Act by authorizing 
private landowners to kill the canine 
predators even if they weren’t threaten-
ing humans, livestock or pets.

The debate over red wolf protections 
could take on new dimensions with the 
discovery on Galveston.

Mr. Sutherland said the Galveston 
canines eff ectively have quashed a de-
cades-old impression that red wolves 
were a feckless predator overwhelmed 
by the numerical superiority of coyotes. 
He adds that the Galveston group has 
DNA that can’t be found in the animal’s 
captive population.

TEXAS

DNA of wolf declared extinct in wild lives on in Texas pack
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A pack of wild canines found in Texas led to the discovery that red wolves, or at least 
an animal closely aligned with them, are enduring in parts of the Southeast.
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NORTH KOREA

Top Pyongyang offi  cial said
to be heading to U.S. for talks

The State Department was mum 
Tuesday on multiple reports out of 
South Korea that a top North Korean 
offi  cial was headed to the U.S. for talks 
with Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
to prepare a second summit between 
President Trump and North Korean 
leader Kim Jong-un.

Diplomatic sources said top North 
Korean nuclear negotiator Kim Yong-
chol could meet Mr. Pompeo on 
Thursday or Friday, in a bid to pump 
new momentum into stalled talks on the 
North’s nuclear and missile programs.

South Korea’s Chosun Ilbo newspa-
per reported that Mr. Kim is headed to 
Washington to work with Mr. Pompeo 
on nailing down a date and venue for 
a second summit. U.S. offi  cials, the 
report said, are considering easing 
sanctions on North Korea in exchange 
for Pyongyang sending abroad its in-
tercontinental ballistic missiles, in ad-
dition to freezing its nuclear program.

But U.S. offi  cials insist the Trump 
administration remains fi rmly commit-
ted to withholding any sanctions relief 
until North Korea has fully and verifi -
ably abandoned its nuclear arsenal and 
programs.

A previously planned meeting be-
tween Mr. Pompeo and Kim Yong-chol 
was abruptly canceled by Pyongyang 
in November. 

 — Guy Taylor

IVORY COAST

International court stung
as judges acquit Gbagbo

THE HAGUE, NETHERLANDS | Deliver-
ing a stinging defeat to prosecutors 
at the International Criminal Court, 
judges on Tuesday acquitted former 
Ivory Coast President Laurent Gbagbo 
and former youth minister Charles 
Ble Goude of responsibility for crimes 
committed following disputed elec-
tions in 2010, saying the prosecution 
failed to prove their case.

Presiding Judge Cuno Tarfusser 
ordered the immediate release of the 
73-year-old Mr. Gbagbo and 47-year-
old Mr. Ble Goude following the judg-
ment that came before their lawyers 
even had to present a case. Mr. Gbagbo 
was the fi rst former president to go on 
trial at the global court.

 — Associated Press

GERMANY

Domestic spy agency says
it will watch far-right party

BERLIN | Germany’s domestic intel-
ligence agency said Tuesday it was 
putting the far-right Alternative for 
Germany under increased observation 
amid concerns that it is fl irting with 
extremism. It is the fi rst time in the 
country’s post-war history that a party 
represented in the national parliament 
has faced such scrutiny.

The domestic intelligence service 
BfV plans to examine public comments 
by Alternative for Germany members 
and its links to extremist groups.

— Associated Press

BY DELMER MARTINEZ
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SAN PEDRO SULA, HONDURAS | Hun-
dreds of Hondurans trekked out of a 
violent northern city Tuesday, part of a 
new caravan of migrants hoping to reach 
the United States or Mexico, following in 
the path of another group last year that 
turned into a polarizing political issue 
during the U.S. 2018 midterm elections.

The fi rst groups of migrants left San 
Pedro Sula’s bus station Monday night, 
with many women and children boarding 
buses bound for the Guatemalan border 
while others started walking and hitch-
hiking under a steady rain.

Others departed Tuesday morning 
trying to catch up. Some pushed toddlers 
in strollers or walked holding older chil-
dren’s hands. More people continued to 
arrive at the bus station, making it likely 
the caravan’s numbers could grow.

Honduran media reported that the 
country’s authorities had reinforced the 
border with Guatemala to make sure 
everyone had proper documentation. 
Children must carry passports and writ-
ten parental authorization to leave the 

country, and parents could face up to 
three years in prison if found to be tak-
ing a child without the right documents, 
Security Minister Julian Pacheco was 
quoted as saying. 

Jenny Arguello, a migrant rights’ 
activist who was with the caravan, said 
police patrols were not blocking them 
but were checking IDs. 

The latest caravan comes as President 

Trump has repeatedly argued that there is 
a security and humanitarian crisis at the 
southern border that justifi es construc-
tion of his long-promised border wall. Mr. 
Trump’s demand for billions of dollars to 
build the wall has resulted in a standoff  
with Democrats in Congress that has 
forced a partial government shutdown.

“A big new Caravan is heading up to our 
Southern Border from Honduras. Tell Nancy 
and Chuck that a drone fl ying around will not 
stop them. Only a Wall will work,” Mr. Trump 
tweeted Tuesday, referring to Democratic 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Senate 
Minority Leader Chuck Schumer.

It’s not the fi rst time Mr. Trump has 
seized on migrant caravans to make a 
political point. 

In the lead-up to last fall’s elections, 
Mr. Trump frequently referenced several 
larger groups that had formed at the time, 
warning that they posed a national security 
risk and deploying active-duty troops to 
the border in anticipation of their arrival. 
Opponents criticized the move as an abuse 
of presidential power. 

Separately, the Pentagon and Homeland 
Security Department announced late Monday 
night that they had reached an agreement 

to extend the U.S. military border mission 
through the end of September. The troops 
will support DHS eff orts, though the roughly 
2,300 troops still deployed in the Southwest 
represent about half of what the mission was 
at its peak late last year.

In the last caravan, about 6,000 Central 
Americans ultimately arrived in the north-
western Mexican city of Tijuana, across 
from San Diego, an area where there is 
already extensive border fencing. 

With U.S. authorities only processing 
several dozen asylum claims each day, 
migrants added their names to an already 
long list and faced months-long wait times. 

Tijuana was woefully unprepared 
to handle the infl ux and directed them 
to a sports complex that turned into an 
unsanitary fi eld of mud during rains. 

As the city closed down its inadequate 
shelter, the federal government rented a 
former outdoor concert venue and more 
than 3,000 people slept there at its peak. 
As of Monday, fewer than 700 remained. 

Migrants fl eeing Central America’s 
Northern Triangle region comprising 
Honduras, El Salvador and Guatemala 
routinely cite poverty and rampant gang 
violence as their motivation for leaving. 

HONDURAS

New migrant caravan leaves violent Honduran city, bound for U.S.
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U.S.-bound migrants walk past security forces who are checking documents in 
Cofradia, Honduras, on Tuesday. Another migrant caravan set out for the U.S. border 
following the same route used by thousands on at least three caravans last year.

BY RICHARD S. EHRLICH

SPECIAL TO THE WASHINGTON TIMES

BANGKOK | A jailed Belarusian model 
and her Russian lover, who claimed to 
have audio of former Trump campaign 
manager Paul Manafort discussing U.S. 
electoral strategy with high-placed Rus-
sian fi gures, were found guilty Tuesday 
of sex crimes and will be deported.

After the couple’s arrest in February 
2018 near Bangkok, Anastasia Vashuke-
vich — who calls herself Nastya Rybka 
— attracted international attention when 
she claimed she and partner Alexander 
Kirillov had secretly recorded the scan-
dalous audio when she was Russian 
billionaire Oleg Deripaska’s “mistress” 
in 2016 and 2017.

Thai authorities detained the couple 
for conducting a weeklong seminar that 
offi  cials said off ered sleazy seduction 

techniques to foreign men and 
women who paid $700 each.

After her arrest in Pat-
taya, Thailand’s infamously 
hedonistic beach resort, Ms. 
Vashukevich posted a video 
online while inside a prison 
vehicle, pleading with “friends, 
American press” for help. She 
claimed the couple secretly re-
corded “Manafort and Trump 
and all that buzz around the 
U.S. elections.”

Mr. Deripaska, a metals magnate and 
one of Russia’s richest men, is close to 
President Vladimir Putin and was seen 
as a possible link in the investigation 
of Russian interference in the 2016 U.S. 
presidential election and Mr. Trump’s 
campaign. Manafort was targeted by 
special counsel Robert Mueller and 
convicted last year of tax and bank fraud.

The State Department, FBI and U.S. 
Embassy here scrambled to determine 
the veracity of purported recordings of 
Manafort meeting Russians. No evidence 
was made public, and many investigators 
dismissed the couple as unreliable.

Ms. Vashukevich said the couple 

feared being killed in jail or 
Russia after deportation be-
cause of their knowledge.

A lawyer representing Ms. 
Vashukevich told The Associ-
ated Press that she and seven 
co-defendants were given 
suspended 18-month prison 
terms, waived in view of nine 
months already served since 
the charges of soliciting and 
conspiracy were fi led against 

them.
They were initially sentenced Tues-

day by the court in Pattaya to three-year 
prison terms, but their sentences were 
halved because they pleaded guilty, a 
standard procedure in Thai trials. The 
soliciting charge carried a maximum 
prison term of 10 years, and conspiracy 
a maximum penalty of seven years, the 
AP reported.

“I will coordinate with the Russian 
government for their deportation, which 
will likely take one week,” said Maj. Gen. 
Surachate Hakparn, chief of immigra-
tion police. “They are blacklisted from 
Thailand permanently for conducting 
bad deeds.”

Mr. Kirillov, also known as Alex Les-
ley, and most of the other defendants 
are Russians. It was unclear whether 
Ms. Vashukevich would be sent to her 
home country of Belarus.

Ms. Vashukevich posted photos on 
Instagram supposedly showing herself 
with Mr. Deripaska on his yacht near 
Norway in 2016, alongside Russian Dep-
uty Prime Minister Sergei Prikhodko. 
The slender 20-something added sexy 
selfi es and identifi ed herself as “Deri-
paska’s mistress.”

She also fi gured prominently in a 
muckraking video produced by Russian 
opposition fi gure Alexei Navalny, a lead-
ing critic of Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin. Mr. Deripaska employed 
Manafort’s lobbying and consulting 
fi rm for at least several years starting 
in 2005.

Mr. Deripaska convinced a Russian 
court that Mr. Navalny’s video contained 
“outrageous, false allegations.”

Russia’s internet censor demanded 
its removal.

Instagram deleted Mr. Navalny’s video 
and some of Ms. Vashukevich’s posts, but 
the video remained on YouTube.

THAILAND

Two in Manafort case to be deported
Model, Russian 
lover convicted 
of sex crimes

Vashukevich

“I don’t see a close connection between my personal political beliefs and our commercial decisions.”
— Huawei Technologies Ltd. founder and Chairman Ren Zhengfei, whose daughter Meng Wangzhou is being detained in Canada 
on U.S. charges that Huawei illegally traded with Iran, denying in a rare interview with reporters in Shenzhen that the global 
telecommunications giant would share with the Chinese government or military sensitive data on foreign customers

BY JOSEPH MWIHIA
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NAIROBI, KENYA | Extremists stormed 
a luxury hotel in Kenya’s capital on Tues-
day, setting off  thunderous explosions 
and gunning down people at cafe tables 
in an attack claimed by Africa’s deadliest 
Islamist group. A police offi  cer said at 
least 15 people had died.

“It is terrible. What I have seen is ter-
rible,” said Charles Njenga, who ran from 
a scene of blood, broken glass, burning 
vehicles and pillars of black smoke.

Al-Shabab — the Somalia-based group 
that carried out the 2013 attack at the 
nearby Westgate Mall in Nairobi that left 67 
people dead — claimed responsibility for 
the carnage at the DusitD2 hotel complex, 
which includes bars, restaurants, offi  ces 
and banks and is in a well-to-do neighbor-
hood with many American, European and 
Indian expatriates.

A Kenyan police offi  cer said on con-
dition of anonymity that 15 bodies had 
been taken to the morgue. The U.S. State 
Department confi rmed that an Ameri-
can citizen was among those killed, but 
did not release the victim’s identity. 
Al-Shabab asserted that 47 people were 
killed but its Shahada news agency post 
gave no details.

Authorities sent special forces into 
the hotel to fl ush out the gunmen. Late 
Tuesday night, about eight hours after 
the siege began, Interior Minister Fred 
Matiang’i said that all of the buildings 
aff ected by the attack had been secured 

and that security forces were mopping 
up.

“I would like to reiterate that the situ-
ation is under control and the country 
is safe,” he said.

However, more gunfi re was heard 
about an hour later, Kenyan broadcaster 
NTV reported. And some family mem-
bers said they had been in touch with 
loved ones still hiding inside the com-
plex, waiting to be rescued.

Early Wednesday, Kenya’s interior 
ministry said a tweet that all buildings 
had been secured and there was no fur-
ther threat to the public.

Authorities did not say how many 
attackers there were — or what hap-
pened to them — though Kenya’s Citizen 
TV aired security-camera footage that 
showed at least four heavily armed men 
in dark-colored paramilitary-style gear.

A police offi  cer who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because he was not 
authorized to talk to the media said that 
bodies were seen in restaurants down-
stairs and in offi  ces upstairs, but “there 
was no time to count the dead.”

Also, a witness who gave his name only 
as Ken said he saw fi ve bodies at the hotel 
entrance. He said that other people were 
shouting for help and “when we rushed 
back to try to rescue them, gunshots started 
coming from upstairs, and we had to duck 
because they were targeting us and we 
could see two guys shooting.”

The coordinated assault began with 
an explosion that targeted three vehicles 
outside a bank, and a suicide bombing in 

the hotel lobby that severely wounded a 
number of guests, said Kenya’s national 
police chief, Joseph Boinnet.

Survivors reported hearing a shatter-
ing blast and saw people mowed down 
by gunmen as they sat in a cafe. Victims 
were left lying on tables, bleeding.

“We were changing our shifts, and 
that is when I heard a loud blast and 
people were screaming,” said Enoch 
Kibet, who works as a cleaner at the cafe 
and managed to crawl out a basement 
gate. “I couldn’t believe I was alive. The 
blast was so loud and shook the whole 
complex.”

Kenyan hospitals appealed for 
blood donations even as the number of 
wounded remained unclear.

Associated Press video from inside 
the hotel showed Kenyan security of-
fi cers searching the building and scared 
workers emerging from hiding while 
gunfire could still be heard. Some 
climbed out a window by ladder. One 

man got up from the fl oor where he ap-
peared to be trying to hide under a piece 
of wood paneling, then showed his ID.

As offi  cers searched luxury fashion 
displays, wounded people were carried 
away on stretchers.

Like the attack at the luxury Westgate 
Mall, this one appeared aimed at wealthy 
Kenyans and foreigners living in the 
country. It came a day after a magistrate 
ruled that three men must stand trial in 
connection with the Westgate Mall siege.

Al-Shabab has vowed retribution against 
Kenya for sending troops to Somalia since 
2011. The al Qaeda-linked group has killed 
hundreds of people in Kenya.

In 2015, al-Shabab claimed responsi-
bility for an attack on Kenya’s Garissa 
University that killed 147 people, mostly 
students. Tuesday’s violence also came 
three years to the day after al-Shabab 
extremists attacked a Kenyan mili-
tary base in Somalia, killing scores of 
people. 

KENYA

Kenya targeted again 
as militants storm hotel 
Al-Shabab takes blame, death toll unconfi rmed
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Security forces help civilians fl ee the scene as cars burn behind, at a luxury hotel in 
Nairobi, Kenya, on Tuesday. Extremists launched the attack, sending people fl eeing in 
panic as explosions and heavy gunfi re reverberated through the neighborhood.
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a mistake and should be dropped 
altogether.

Questions about future trade 
and regulatory arrangements 
with the EU and bitter disagree-
ments over a provision dealing 
with the border between Ireland 
and Northern Ireland helped sink 
the deal, though some critics 
seem to be opposed to any deal 
and instead want Brexit to be put 
up for another vote.

Mrs. May and Labor Party 
opposition leader Jeremy Corbyn 
argued that a “no-deal Brexit” 
without a detailed exit strategy 
with the EU would be disruptive 
and damaging to the economy. 
Both also voiced opposition to 
any second referendum, though 
neither articulated a clear path 
forward after Tuesday’s vote.

A dejected Mrs. May took to 
the fl oor of the House of Com-
mons just after the embarrassing 
loss and said the government is 
failing its people.

“Tonight’s vote tells us nothing 
about what [Parliament] does 
support,” she said, “nothing about 
how or even if it intends to honor 
the decision the British people 
took on a referendum Parliament 
decided to hold.”

The sheer scale of the defeat, 
she acknowledged, warrants an-
other vote on her leadership.

“We need to confi rm whether 
this government still enjoys the 
support of the House,” she said.

Mrs. May survived a no-con-
fi dence vote last month. She is 
expected to survive Wednesday’s 
challenge as well.

But even if she remains in 
power, her critics say, her gov-
ernment is now fatally wounded 
and cannot be trusted to negoti-
ate with the EU, especially given 
the monumental stakes and tight 
time frame.

“She cannot believe that after 
two years of failure she is capable 
of negotiating a good deal for the 
people of this country,” Mr. Cor-
byn told lawmakers after the vote. 
“I’m pleased that the motion [of 
no confi dence] will be debated 
tomorrow so this House can give 
its verdict on the sheer incompe-
tence of this government.”

Brexit hard-liners said Mrs. 
May now faces a mandate to get 
a better deal from Brussels.

“This deal is dead,” said Boris 
Johnson, Mrs. May’s former for-
eign minister and one of the loud-
est voices in the “Leave” camp.

As lawmakers debated in the 
chamber, The Associated Press 
reported on dueling demonstra-
tions of chants, drums and music 
from rival bands of pro-EU and 
pro-Brexit protesters outside. One 
group waved blue-and-yellow EU 
fl ags; the other brandished “Leave 
Means Leave” placards.

EU alarm
The shock waves of the vote 

were felt across Europe. EU lead-
ers urged the U.K. to fi nd a way 
out of the crisis before it’s too late. 
Many seemed to hope Britain was 
ready to rethink the decision to 
jettison the EU.

“If a deal is impossible, and no 
one wants no deal, then who will 

fi nally have the courage to say 
what the only positive solution 
is?” European Council President 
Donald Tusk tweeted.

In Brussels, EU President Jean-
Claude Juncker urged British lead-
ers to continue their work. But he 
also stressed that with the March 
29 Brexit date fast approaching, the 
EU will make sure it is prepared for 
a chaotic divorce.

“The risk of a disorderly with-
drawal of the United Kingdom 
has increased with this evening’s 
vote,” he said in a statement. 
“While we do not want this to 
happen, the European Commis-
sion will continue its contingency 
work to help ensure the EU is 
fully prepared.”

Although Mrs. May may hold 
her offi  ce Wednesday, the deep, 
widespread opposition to her 
proposal is clear. More than 100 
members of her own Conserva-
tive Party voted against the deal.

Pro-Brexit critics believe the deal 

would keep the U.K. too closely tied 
to the EU through trade and customs 
agreements. On the other side of 
the debate, some skeptics argue 
that Mrs. May hasn’t taken enough 
precautions to ensure British busi-
nesses and workers would be pro-
tected from competition with a 
unifi ed Europe.

Aside from those broad dis-
agreements, the deal’s demise 
largely can be traced to doubts 
about the “backstop” — a provi-
sion dealing with the land border 
separating Northern Ireland from 
the Republic of Ireland, an EU 
member.

Mrs. May’s deal includes a 
three-year Brexit transition pe-
riod and gives the U.K. and EU 
until 2022 to reach a permanent 
trade and customs deal. If no 
agreement is reached by then, the 
backstop would kick in, prohibit-
ing the re-establishment of a hard 
border between Northern Ireland 
and Ireland.

A hard, militarized border was 
in place from 1968 and 1998 dur-
ing a time of friction and sectar-
ian violence that engulfed the 
two sides. More than 3,700 died 
during that 30-year span.

As long as both are part of 
the EU, citizens can travel freely 
between the two countries. But 
if Northern Ireland is no longer 
inside the EU, such travel theo-
retically would become much 
more diffi  cult.

The backstop would keep EU 
customs regulations in place past 
2022, eliminating the need for a 
hard border.

But critics believe the back-
stop would tie the U.K. to EU 
customs regulations indefi nitely 
by leaving no pathway out after 
2022. Mrs. May’s deal says that 
both the U.K. and EU would 
have to agree to lift the backstop, 
something the EU may not do.

That could eff ectively keep the 
U.K. from negotiating its separate 

trade deals with other countries 
— a prime goal of Brexit support-
ers. The Trump administration 
has compounded Mrs. May’s di-
lemma by suggesting that a sepa-
rate free trade deal may not be 
in the cards if Parliament adopts 
her compromise Brexit blueprint.

Moving forward, most British 
leaders agree that some sort of 
a deal must be reached before 
March 29. Mrs. May’s support-
ers say the government has done 
the best it can and that any new 
deal — whether negotiated by the 
current prime minister or another 
— will not be markedly diff erent.

“If this motion were defeated 
and this deal defeated, this with-
drawal agreement will have to 
return in much the same form,” 
U.K. Attorney General Geoff rey 
Cox said just before the vote.

Mr. Corbyn also stressed that 
negotiations must continue.

“No deal must be taken off  the 
table,” he said.

BRITAIN
From page A1
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British Prime Minister Th eresa May is expected to survive a no-confi dence vote Wednesday, just as she did last month, but critics say her Conservative government is fatally wounded.

much closer to home: reclaiming 
control of Taiwan, which Beijing 
has long considered a breakaway 
territory. The U.S. security um-
brella has long restrained the 
mainland in its pressure cam-
paign against Taipei.

“Our concern is we’ll reach 
a point where internally, within 
[China’s] decision-making, they 
will decide that using military 
force for a regional confl ict is 
something that is more immi-
nent,” a senior U.S. defense intel-
ligence offi  cial said.

Asked whether a military of-
fensive to reclaim Taiwan into 
the Chinese mainland could be 
in the offi  ng, the offi  cial replied, 
“Specifi cally, that would be the 
most concerning to me.”

The report was made public 
while Adm. John Richardson, U.S. 
chief of naval operations, was in 
Beijing with his Chinese coun-
terparts in talks about American 
warship passages through the 
Taiwan Strait. In China’s offi  cial 
account of the talks, Chinese Gen. 
Li Zuocheng, chief of China’s 
Central Military Commission 
Joint Staff  Department, report-
edly told Adm. Richardson that 
China would allow “no external 
interference.”

“If someone tries to split Tai-
wan from China, the Chinese 
military will do whatever it takes 
to safeguard national reunifi ca-
tion, national sovereignty and 
territorial integrity,” Gen. Li said, 
according to the Chinese English-
language transcript, the Reuters 
news agency reported.

More generally, the People’s 
Liberation Army is proving an in-
creasingly formidable adversary for 
the U.S. and its allies, with a tech-
nological, manpower and economic 
base to fund further advances.

China possesses medium- and 
intermediate-range missile tech-
nology that has achieved near par-
ity with American-made systems. 
It would be those types of missiles 
that would likely be the fi rst salvo in 
any Chinese eff ort to retake Taiwan, 
the intelligence offi  cial said.

“If they wanted to fi re missiles 
at Taiwan, they could do it right 
now,” the offi  cial said, noting that 
“there’s been no indication they’re 

planning to do that, but there’s 
very little warning that could be 
provided for that kind of thing.”

For now, however, after that 
initial missile strike, it is highly 
unlikely that Chinese forces could 
mount the necessary ground in-
vasion to overtake the island, the 
U.S. offi  cial said.

“There’s a lot of work that I 
think that they’re still doing to 
try to work on those [invasion] 
capabilities, and we don’t have a 
real strong grasp on when they 
will think that they are confi dent 
in that capability,” the offi  cial said.

“In the coming years, [China] is 
likely to grow even more techno-
logically advanced and profi cient 
with equipment comparable to that 
of other modern militaries,” Mr. 
Taylor said. Leveraging “advanced 
fi ghter aircraft, modern naval ves-
sels, missile systems, and space 
and cyberspace assets,” Beijing will 
continue to press its interests in the 
Pacifi c and beyond.

Alarm bells
While Chinese advances in 

areas such as space, cyberwarfare 
and next-generation aircraft have 
been well-documented over the 
years, it is Beijing’s rapid progress 
“across all diff erent domains, si-
multaneously” that has raised 
alarm bells across the Pentagon.

Last year, Beijing announced 
its latest intermediate-range mis-
sile in the Chinese arsenal, the 
Dong Feng-26, now had a nuclear 
capability. Once fully operational, 
the DF-26 “would give China 
its fi rst nuclear precision-strike 
capability” against targets in the 
Asia-Pacifi c region, the DIA re-
port states.

In the fi eld of hypersonics, 
Beijing is “on the leading edge 
of technology” nearly surpass-
ing the Pentagon’s latest eff orts, 
with China on the cusp of fi elding 

a non-nuclear weapon capable 
of hitting any target around the 
world in an hour.

“From the Chinese perspec-
tive, they would hope that it 
would cause a great threat to U.S. 
warships,” in the Pacifi c and else-
where, the intelligence offi  cial 
said regarding China’s advances 
in missile and hypersonics tech-
nologies. “It’s very concerning to 
see all the diff erent areas they’re 
making progress.”

Adm. Bill Moran, vice chief 
of naval operations, declined to 
comment specifi cally on the DIA 
report’s fi ndings, but the four-star 
admiral did note that Beijing’s 
burgeoning arsenal would force 
Navy leaders to adjust their over-
arching strategy in the Pacifi c.

“It changes some of the calcu-
lus in how you employ the force,” 
Adm. Moran told reporters after 
a speech at the Surface Navy As-
sociation’s annual conference in 
Arlington, Virginia.

‘Great rejuvenation’
China’s growing military 

prowess is part of the “great re-
juvenation of the Chinese nation” 
being pursued by Beijing, the 
DIA’s Mr. Taylor said Tuesday.

“This ambition permeates 
China national security strategy 
and guides the development of 
the People’s Liberation Army, 
the PLA,” he said, calling the PLA 
“the military arm of the Chinese 
Communist Party.”

Acting Defense Secretary Pat-
rick Shanahan made clear shortly 
after succeeding James Mattis 
at the beginning of the month 
that the Pentagon’s focus would 
be squarely on China under his 
watch.

“While we’re focused on ongo-
ing operations, acting Secretary 
Shanahan told the team to re-
member China, China, China,” a 
Defense Department offi  cial told 
reporters ahead of Mr. Shanahan’s 
fi rst offi  cial appearance at the 
White House Cabinet meeting.

Despite China’s growing mili-
tary prowess, Beijing has a long 
way to go before it can be consid-
ered a head-to-head threat to the 
U.S., the intelligence offi  cial said.

“This is a military that has 
not fought a war in 40 years,” 
the offi  cial said. “When you talk 
parity, there is more than just 
technology involved.”

CHINA
From page A1

“If someone tries 
to split Taiwan from 
China, the Chinese 

military will do 
whatever it takes to 
safeguard national 

reunifi cation, national 
sovereignty and 

territorial integrity.”
— Chinese Gen. Li Zuocheng
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although I’m hoping they do,” said Ms. 
Morganfi eld, whose chapter folded when 
she left. “I think people are starting to 
jump ship because they want to protect 
themselves.”

The Women’s March leaders have 
been roiled by calls for their resignations 
over their associations with Nation of 
Islam leader Louis Farrakhan, as well 
as recent reports about a 2017 organizer 
who said she was berated by two lead-
ers and kicked out in part because she 
is Jewish.

The four national co-chairs — Bob 
Bland, Tamika Mallory, Carmen Perez 
and Linda Sarsour — have staunchly 
denied the allegations, but judging from 
the dramatic decline in support, the 
mounting criticism has taken its toll.

“[The supporters] don’t want to go 
down with the ship when the ship goes 
down,” Ms. Morganfi eld said. “They don’t 
want to be the people that waited too 
long before withdrawing their support.”

Not everyone has cut off  the Women’s 
March. Among the groups still back-
ing the Women’s March are heavy hit-
ters such as Planned Parenthood, the 
American Federation of Teachers and 
the American Civil Liberties Union. 
Three companies are also listed as spon-
sors: Johnnie Walker, Ben & Jerry’s, and 
Echte Liebe.

AFT President Randi Weingarten 
tweeted last month that while she and 
the leaders “don’t agree on everything,” 
they are “warriors for justice and I am 
honored to know them and work with 
them & call them friends.”

Like the DNC, organizations that have 
pulled their support have by and large 
declined to criticize the Women’s March, 
either ignoring requests for comment 
or issuing statements of support for 
women’s rights in general.

People for the American Way, which 
partnered with the march in 2017 but 
not this year, encouraged its members 
to show up.

“These events are an opportunity 
to stand together against all forms of 
bigotry, sexism, racism, anti-Semitism, 
xenophobia and homophobia,” said a 
statement by Drew Courtney, PFAW vice 
president for communications. “That’s 
a particularly urgent priority at a time 
when the president and his allies appeal 

to hatred and division on a daily basis.”
The DNC will not serve as a sponsor 

and no DNC leaders will speak at Satur-
day’s march, a Democratic source con-
fi rmed to The Washington Times. The 
committee sent two prominent offi  cials, 
including DNC Chairman Tom Perez, to 
address the 2018 Women’s March.

Others jumping off the Women’s 
March bandwagon include major pro-
gressive groups such as the Center for 
American Progress, Emily’s List, NARAL 
Pro-Choice America, the Human Rights 
Campaign and the Southern Poverty 
Law Center.

The NAACP is no longer a partner, 
although NAACP Youth & College is, ac-
cording to the Women’s March website.

Not everyone who marches will be 
affi  liated with the Women’s March. Some 

sister march groups, including those in 
Denver and Los Angeles, have said they 
are no longer affi  liated with the national 
group.

The Women’s March Alliance, an en-
tirely separate group that has denounced 
anti-Semitism, is planning a major march 
Saturday in New York City.

The Jewish Democratic Council of 
America praised the DNC and progres-
sive groups for separating themselves 
from the Women’s March.

“JDCA supports the original objec-
tives of the Women’s March and stands in 
solidarity with sister marches across the 
country this weekend,” JDCA Executive 
Director Halie Soifer said in a Tuesday 
statement.

“We also welcome the decision 
of the DNC, NARAL, NAACP, SPLC, 

Emily’s List and many other organiza-
tions to not sponsor, partner with and 
participate in the Women’s March be-
cause its leadership refuses to clearly 
denounce anti-Semitism and bigotry,” 
said Ms. Soifer.

The Women’s March rallied Tuesday 
by introducing a 20-member steering 
committee, which consisted mainly of 
social justice activists, including three 
who were described as Jewish. More 
than 100 cities are holding sister marches 
Saturday, according to the website.

In a Monday interview on ABC’s 
“The View,” Ms. Bland said the march 
has worked to repair relationships with 
the Jewish community.

“We condemn any statements of hate, 
and we’ve actually been working so hard 
over the last two years to fi ght this type of 

hate, over and over again,” said Ms. Bland. 
“We’re committed to repairing any harm 
because we understand that the Jewish 
community is feeling hurt right now.”

Not helping was Ms. Mallory, how-
ever, who told co-host Meghan McCain 
that she disagreed with “many of Minis-
ter Farrakhan’s statements” but refused 
to condemn him.

The Women’s March has not released 
a list of speakers for Saturday’s event in 
Washington, whose theme is #Women-
sWave, a reference to female victories in 
the November election.

“I don’t know what’s wrong with 
Planned Parenthood and with the other 
groups,” said Ms. Morganfeld. “I under-
stand you wanting to support the wom-
en’s movement, but the Women’s March 
is no longer the women’s movement.”

MARCH
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misleading claims.
Atlas got labels approved for cans of 

Precious One before the shutdown, but 
the work stoppage hit just days after the 
company submitted its label request 
for kegs.

Without the label, Atlas can ship the 
Precious One inside the District — but 
it can’t get its kegs to neighboring Vir-
ginia and Maryland or Tennessee, said 
Alan Gura, a lawyer representing the 
company.

“The situation is unacceptable,” the 
company said in its court fi ling.

While much of the government was 
already funded for fi scal 2019, the Trea-
sury Department is one of nine depart-
ments whose 2019 budgets haven’t been 
approved by Congress.

The department didn’t respond to 
a request for comment Tuesday, but an 
automated message said the shutdown 
had cut the staff  available to reply to 
media inquiries.

The Justice Department, which rep-
resents Treasury in court cases, declined 
to comment.

Justice attorneys are fi ghting a host of 
other shutdown cases, including work-
ers kept on the job demanding their pay 
immediately and workers who want 
permission to leave their essential jobs 
until they are paid.

Atlas’ complaint trods different 
ground with its free speech argument.

Mr. Gura said the label amounts 
to speech and Atlas can’t speak freely 
without a label because of the way the 

law is set up.
“The issue here is that it would take 

an act of Congress to allow Atlas to 

publish its labels, and if the First Amend-
ment means anything, it means we don’t 
have to wait around for Congress to 

pass a law telling us we can speak,” Mr. 
Gura said.

It takes roughly three weeks to get 
labeling applications approved, accord-
ing to the court papers.

Atlas says the seasonal beer is sold 
only from February through April and 
it stands to lose more than $5,000.

Mr. Gura said all alcoholic beverage 
companies looking to get products ap-
proved are facing the problem.

“If Atlas can’t make new labels, it’s 
going to have a very severe impact on the 
business. If this continues for how long 
— six months, a year — who knows how 
long this is going to take?” Mr. Gura said.

Breweries in Virginia, New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania also have begun speaking 
out.

Fred Maier, a spokesman for Susque-
hanna Brewing Co., said he is frustrated 
that his company’s spring beers have 
been grounded.

“To turn around and have something 
so out of your control and you could be 
a month delayed, and our goal is to 
have it on the market for customers 
to buy for Memorial Day,” Mr. Maier 
told WNEP.

Bart Watson, chief economist with 
the Brewers Association, told the trade 
publication VinePair that the economic 
impact shouldn’t be too signifi cant for 
breweries waiting for label signoff s be-
cause they can substitute with other 
beers already properly labeled.

“But consumers will feel the eff ects 
in terms of little to no innovation [or] no 
new beers in wider distribution,” he said.

SHUTDOWN
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Kegs of Precious One, Atlas Brew Works’ seasonal India pale ale, are stacked at brewery on West Virginia Avenue Northeast. Th e 
craft  brewer can’t distribute the beer beyond the District because the federal agency in charge of approving labels is on furlough.

to testify.
Meanwhile, another case is pending 

in California.
Attorney General nominee William 

P. Barr, testifying to the Senate, said he 
expects the department to continue to 
defend the question as lawful.

But for now, Judge Furman’s ruling 
stands as a major rebuke to Mr. Trump, 
whose campaign bragged about adding 
the question to the census as a major 
victory.

The decision is another boost for 
immigrant rights advocates who have 
repeatedly defeated Mr. Trump in lower 
courts.

Those advocates complained that ask-
ing about citizenship would frighten His-
panics, illegal immigrants and perhaps 
others who don’t want the government 
to know their legal status. Judge Furman 
concluded that more than 5 percent of 
people would refuse to fi ll out their forms 
next year if the question was maintained.

With billions of dollars in federal 
aid and legislative districts — the very 
essence of political power — resting on 
census numbers, immigration activists 
said frightening people was the goal.

“It has been obvious since Day One that 
the Trump administration rushed to add 
a citizenship question to intimidate and 
undercount immigrant communities,” said 
Donna Lieberman, executive director of the 
New York Civil Liberties Union.

Steven Choi, executive director of the 
New York Immigration Coalition, called 
the citizenship question “part of a white 
supremacist agenda.”

In his decision, Judge Furman said 
that there is nothing inherently wrong 
with asking about citizenship — and in-
deed such a question used to be standard 
on the full census count up through 1950 
and on the census “long form” after that.

Even now, the question is still asked 
on the American Community Survey, 
the annual rolling census for a small 
percentage of Americans.

But the judge said in adding the ques-
tion back into the full census, Mr. Ross 
ignored key checks built into the process 

to vet questions. He didn’t require “pre-
testing” to see how the public might 
react, nor did he ask for a waiver from 
the pretesting requirements.

Instead, Mr. Ross said, the question 
had been “well-tested” before, includ-
ing on the more narrow annual com-
munity survey, so there was no need 
to go through the hurdles again for the 
2020 count.

Judge Furman rejected that argument.
He also questioned the accounts Mr. 

Ross and his team gave about why the 
question was added and its subsequent 
defense of the decision.

“Those acts and statements are not 
the transparent acts and statements one 
would expect from government offi  cials 
who have decided, for bona fi de and 
defensible reasons, to change policy,” he 
wrote. “Instead, they are the acts and state-
ments of offi  cials with something to hide.”

Mr. Ross originally told the court that 
he added the question at the behest of the 
Justice Department, which said it needed 
exact information to better enforce vot-
ing rights laws. The smaller sample size 
from the annual American Community 

Survey wasn’t cutting it.
Mr. Ross later acknowledged that he 

had been thinking of adding the question 
before the Justice Department’s late 2017 

request, and documents obtained dur-
ing legal discovery signaled there had 
been interest from political aides at the 
White House.

CENSUS
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Th e citizenship question would frighten people about taking part in the 2020 census, 
Judge Jesse M. Furman said Tuesday, but all sides said his ruling isn’t the last word. 
Appeals are likely, and the Supreme Court is already considering a part of the case.
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Th e Women’s March on Washington started out as a major movement in 2016 aft er President Trump’s inauguration, but the Democratic National Committee and liberal groups 
delivered a devastating blow this year — the third annual march — by dropping their affi  liation with the organization over allegations of anti-Semitism by its leaders.
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TV          Wednesday

BEST BETS SPORTS

 LEGEND: (L)=Live   (N)=New   (ITV)=Interactive Television   (PA)=Parental Advisory   ■ (Shaded)=Movies
TMS MOVIE RATINGS: ★★★★ Excellent  ★★★ Good  ★★ Fair  ★ Poor  No stars: not rated

NBA Basketball / 8:00pm (ESPN)  Are 
Kyrie Irving and the Boston Celtics finally look-
ing like the team everyone expected them 
to be? We’ll find out when they host Kawhi 
Leonard and the Toronto Raptors, regarded as 
the top team in the Eastern Conference.
In Pursuit With John Walsh / 
10:00pm (ID) 1:00am (ID)  Best known 
for his long run in the Fox unscripted series 
“America’s Most Wanted,” TV personality, 
victim advocate and anti-crime activist John 
Walsh returns to his roots in this new series, 
which is being described as a real-time inves-
tigation series that mobilizes the Investigation 
Discovery viewer base and encourages them 
to “actively engage in the pursuit of justice.” 
The series draws on Walsh’s own extensive 
experience in the field, coupled with a call 
center accepting phone leads in real time.
Deadly Class / 10:00pm (Syfy) 1:58am 
(Syfy)  Syfy gave viewers a sneak peek late 
last month at this new series adaptation of 
a hit graphic novel from Rick Remender and 
Wes Craig, but the show makes its official 
series debut tonight with the “Pilot.” Benja-
min Wadsworth stars as Marcus Lopez, a 
streetwise youth who finds himself recruited 
into Kings Dominion, an exclusive private 
academy where the next generation of the 
world’s top crime families are groomed. Bene-
dict Wong, Lana Condor, Luke Tennie, Liam 
James and Maria Gabriela de Faria also star.
American Beauty Star / 10:03pm 
(Lifetime) 2:04am (Lifetime)  In the new epi-
sode “Blasts From the Past,” things get very 
tense indeed as the artists are forced to work 
together on the season’s first team challenge, 
which involves a figurative trip back through 
time: They’re tasked with creating gorgeous 
looks that appear thoroughly modern, yet 
are inspired by designs from the 1970s, ’80s 
and ’90s. Ashley Graham is the host, while 
Sir John plays mentor to the contestants. The 
judges are Christie Brinkley, Leah Wyar and 
Yu Tsai.

Women’s College Basketball / 12:00pm 
(NBCSP)  George Mason at Massachusetts.  (N)
Italian Super Cup Soccer / 12:20pm 
(ESPN2)  AC Milan vs Juventus FC.  (N)
College Basketball / 7:00pm (ESPN2)  
Kansas State at Oklahoma. (N)
College Basketball / 7:00pm 
(SportsNET)  Boston College at Louisville. (N)
NHL Hockey / 7:30pm (NBCSP)  Boston Bru-
ins at Philadelphia Flyers. (N Subject to Blackout)
NBA Basketball / 8:00pm (ESPN)  To-
ronto Raptors at Boston Celtics. (N)
2019 Australian Open Tennis / 
9:00pm (ESPN2)  Second Round.  (N)
College Basketball / 9:00pm 
(SportsNET)  Georgia Tech at Clemson.  (N)
NHL Hockey / 10:00pm (NBCSP)  San Jose 
Sharks at Arizona Coyotes. (N Subject to Blackout)
NBA Basketball / 10:30pm (ESPN)  New 
Orleans Pelicans at Golden State Warriors. (N)

Today / 7:00am (4)  Sebastian Maniscalco.
Good Morning America / 7:00am (7)  
Actor Don Cheadle.
Live with Kelly and Ryan / 9:00am (7) 
Howie Mandel; Molly Ringwald.
Today With Kathie Lee & Hoda 
/ 10:00am (4)  Frankie Shaw; Rosie 
O’Donnell; Who Knew; Joy Bauer.
The 700 Club / 10:00am (Freeform)  
The extraordinary power of prayer.
The View / 11:00am (7)  Producer Judd 
Apatow.
The Dr. Oz Show / 1:00pm (5)  A teatox 
plan; “The Dish on Oz” women and chef Ja-
mie Oliver give permission to eat pasta.
The Ellen DeGeneres Show / 3:00pm 
(4)  Allison Janney (“Mom”); Maggie Rogers.
Conan / 11:00pm (TBS)  Actor Ellen Page
The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy 
Fallon / 11:34pm (4)  Actor Don Cheadle; 
Rita Ora talks and performs.

Ashley Graham hosts “American Beauty Star” Wednesday on Lifetime.

LOCAL ▶6:30 PM ▶7:00 ▶7:30 ▶8:00 ▶8:30 ▶9:00 ▶9:30 ▶10:00 ▶10:30 ▶11:00 ▶11:30 ▶12:00
 NBC 4
 NBC 11

’ 4 News
11 NBC News

’ 4 NBC News
11 Inside

’ Access (N) ’ Chicago Med Halstead takes
heat for being reckless. (N)

’ Chicago Fire Foster faces
blowback for speaking out.

’ Chicago P.D. “Trust” Antonio
returns to work. (N)

’ 4 News
11 News

’ 11:34 The Tonight Show Star-
ring Jimmy Fallon (N)

 FOX 5
 FOX 45

’ 5 Fox 5 News
45 FamFeud

’ 5 Fox 5
45 Jeopardy!

’ 5 TMZ
45 Wheel

’ Gordon Ramsay’s 24 Hours
to Hell and Back (N)

’ The Masked Singer “Five
Masks No More” (N)

’ 5 Fox 5 News at Ten (N)
45 FOX 45 News at 10 (N)

’ 5 News
45 News

’ 5 The Final 5
45 Seinfeld

’ 5 TMZ (N)
45 Seinfeld

 ABC 7
 ABC 2

’ ABC World
News

’ 7 Wheel
2 List

’ 7 Jeopardy
2 Millionaire

’ The Gold-
bergs (N)

’ Schooled (N) ’ Modern Fam-
ily (N)

’ 9:31 Single
Parents (N)

’ Match Game Joel McHale;
Jane Krakowski. (N)

’ 7 News
2 News

’ 11:35 Jimmy Kimmel Live (N)

 CBS 9
 CBS 13

’ 9 CBS News
13 News

’ 9 Off Script
13 CBS News

’ Entertainment
Tonight (N)

’ The Big Bang
Theory

’ 8:31 Young
Sheldon

’ 9:01 NCIS The team tries to
exonerate a Marine.

’ 10:01 FBI A search for an ab-
ducted chemist.

’ 9 9 News
13 News

’ 11:35 The Late Show With
Stephen Colbert (N)

 MNTV 20 ’Judge Judy ’Family Feud ’Family Feud ’Fox 5 News ’Family Feud ’Fox 5 News ’Family Feud ’Big Bang ’Big Bang ’Dateline ’Dateline
 CW 50 ’Goldbergs ’blackish ’blackish ’Riverdale (N) ’All American (N) ’DailyMailTV ’Seinfeld ’Mike & Molly ’Two/Half Men ’Two/Half Men
 IND 4.2 ’Little House ’Frasier ’Frasier ’Frasier ’Frasier ’Frasier ’Frasier ’The Office ’The Office ’The Office ’The Office ’The Nanny
 ION 66 ’Blue Bloods ’Blue Bloods “Cursed” ’Blue Bloods ’Blue Bloods ’Blue Bloods “Fresh Start” ’Blue Bloods ’Blue Bloods
 PBS 22 ’NewsHour ’Maryland Inauguration ’Nature (N) (Part 1 of 2) ’NOVA ’The Dictator’s Playbook (N) ’Amanpour and Company (N) ’Nature
 PBS 26.4 ’Business Rpt. ’PBS NewsHour (N) ’Nature (N) (Part 1 of 2) ’NOVA ’The Dictator’s Playbook (N) ’Amanpour and Company (N) ’Experience
  ▶7:00 PM  ▶8:00  ▶9:00  ▶10:00  ▶11:00  ▶12:00
 AMC ’5:30 My Cousin Vinny ★★★ (1992, Com.) ’Cast Away ★★★ (2000, Dra.) Tom Hanks, Helen Hunt, Nick Searcy. ’11:05 Angels & Demons ★★ (2009)
 Flix ’Pirates of the Caribbean: At World’s End ’True Romance ★★★ (1993, Act.) Christian Slater. ’The Punisher ★★ (2004) Thomas Jane, John Travolta. ’Back
 FXM ’5:50 Think Like a Man Too ’7:45 The Heat ★★ (2013, Com.) Sandra Bullock, Melissa McCarthy. ’10:05 The Heat ★★ (2013, Com.) Sandra Bullock, Melissa McCarthy.
HBO ’5:50 The Hangover ★★★ ’VICE News ’Blockers ★★★ (2018, Com.) Leslie Mann. ’9:45 True Detective ’10:45 True Detective ’11:45 Life of the Party ★★

 HBO2 ’Maze Runner ’True Detective ’True Detective ’Logan ★★★ (2017, Act.) Hugh Jackman, Patrick Stewart, Dafne Keen. ’11:20 Drag Me to Hell ★★★

 IFC ’5:15 American History X ★★★ (1998, Dra.) ’The Town ★★★ (2010, Crime Drama) Ben Affleck, Rebecca Hall, Jon Hamm. ’A Bronx Tale ★★★ (1993) Robert De Niro.
 LIFEMOV ’Surviving ’Surviving R. Kelly ’Surviving R. Kelly ’Surviving R. Kelly ’Surviving R. Kelly ’Surviving R. Kelly ’Surviving
 Max ’6:20 Mr. Right ★★ (2015) Sam Rockwell. ’Me, Myself & Irene ★ (2000) Jim Carrey, Renée Zellweger. ’American Animals ★★★ (2018) Barry Keoghan, Evan Peters. ’War
MoreMax ’MacGruber ’7:15 Splice ★★★ (2009) Adrien Brody, Sarah Polley. ’Disclosure ★★★ (1994) Michael Douglas, Demi Moore. ’11:10 Repo Men ★ (2010) Jude Law.
TheMovieCh ’5:50 The Kite Runner ★★ (2007, Dra.) ’War Horse ★★★ (2011, Historical Drama) Emily Watson, David Thewlis. ’A.I.: Artificial Intelligence ★★★ (2001) Haley Joel Osment.
Showtime ’6:00 Major League ★★ (1989) Tom Berenger. ’Bull Durham ★★★ (1988) Kevin Costner, Susan Sarandon. ’Field of Dreams ★★★ (1989) Kevin Costner. ’11:45 Inside the NFL
Showtime2 ’6:00 The Foreigner ★★ (2017) Jackie Chan. ’House of Lies ’House of Lies ’House of Lies ’House of Lies ’Spotlight ★★★ (2015, Dra.) Mark Ruffalo, Michael Keaton. ’We Own
Starz ’Monsters Uni ’6:58 Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle ★★★ (2017) ’Elizabeth ★★★ (1998) Cate Blanchett, Geoffrey Rush. ’11:06 Elizabeth: The Golden Age ★★ (2007)
STZENC ’5:54 Zoolander ★★★ (2001) ’7:26 Joe Dirt ★ (2001, Com.) David Spade. ’Austin Powers: The Spy Who Shagged Me ’10:37 Austin Powers in Goldmember ★★ (2002) Mike Myers.
Sundance ’Criminal ’Criminal Minds ’Criminal Minds (Part 1 of 2) ’Criminal Minds (Part 2 of 2) ’Criminal Minds “P911” ’Criminal Minds ’Criminal
TurnerCM ’6:00 The Haunting ★★★ (1963) Julie Harris. ’East of Eden ★★★★ (1955) James Dean, Julie Harris. ’10:15 Splendor in the Grass ★★★ (1961) Natalie Wood, Warren Beatty.

 ▶7:00  ▶8:00  ▶9:00  ▶10:00  ▶11:00  ▶12:00
 CNBC ’Mad Money ’Deal or No Deal ’Deal or No Deal ’Deal or No Deal (N) ’Deal or No Deal ’Deal or No Deal ’Deal or No
 CNN ’Situation Rm ’Erin Burnett OutFront (N) ’Anderson Cooper 360 (N) ’Cuomo Prime Time (N) ’CNN Tonight w/ Don Lemon ’CNN Tonight w/ Don Lemon ’Cooper 360
ESPN ’SportsCenter ’NBA Countdown (N) (L) ’NBA Basketball Toronto Raptors at Boston Celtics. TD Garden. (N) (L) ’NBA Basketball: Pelicans at Warriors
ESPN2 ’ Interruption ’College Basketball Kansas State at Oklahoma. (N) (L) ’2019 Australian Open Tennis Second Round. From Melbourne, Australia. (N) (L)
 FoxNews ’Bret Baier ’The Story With Martha ’Tucker Carlson Tonight (N) ’Hannity (N) ’The Ingraham Angle (N) ’Fox News at Night ’Tucker
MASN ’ESPNEWS (N) ’Doc Walker ’Jay Wright ’MASN College Classics No. 1 Villanova knocked off. ’Future Phen. ’McGee’s Pro Football Plus ’ In Basketball ’Sports Report
NBCSP ’NHL Live (N) (L) ’NHL Hockey Boston Bruins at Philadelphia Flyers. (N Subject to Blackout) ’NHL Hockey San Jose Sharks at Arizona Coyotes. (N Subject to Blackout)
SportsNET ’Shogun ’College Basketball Boston College at Louisville. (N) (L) ’College Basketball Georgia Tech at Clemson. (N) (L) ’D.C. Sports Live: Best of ’Redskins Nat.

 ▶7:00  ▶8:00  ▶9:00  ▶10:00  ▶11:00  ▶12:00
 A&E ’Storage Wars ’Storage Wars ’Storage Wars ’Storage Wars ’Storage Wars ’Storage Wars ’Storage Wars ’Storage Wars ’Storage Wars ’Storage Wars ’Storage Wars ’Storage Wars
 Animal Plnt ’North Woods ’North Woods Law ’North Woods Law: Uncuffed Potentially rabid wild animals. ’North Woods Law ’North Woods Law ’North Woods
 BBC ’Planet Earth ’Planet Earth: Frozen Planet ’Planet Earth: Frozen Planet ’Planet Earth: Frozen Planet ’Planet Earth: Frozen Planet ’Planet Earth: Frozen Planet ’Planet Earth
 BET ’6:09 Barbershop: The Next Cut ★★★ (2016, Com.) Ice Cube, Regina Hall. ’Rush Hour ★★★ (1998, Act.) Jackie Chan, Chris Tucker. ’11:05 Martin ’11:35 Martin ’12:05 Martin
 Bravo ’Housewives ’Housewives/NJ ’Housewives/NJ ’Housewives/NJ ’Sweet Home “Pumps It Up!” ’Watch What ’Housewives/NJ
 Cartoon Net ’Teen Titans ’We Bare ’Wrld, Gumball ’Samurai Jack ’American Dad ’American Dad ’Bob’s Burgers ’Bob’s Burgers ’Family Guy ’Family Guy ’Rick, Morty ’Chicken
 Comedy Ch ’South Park ’South Park ’South Park ’South Park ’South Park ’South Park ’South Park ’South Park ’South Park ’Daily Show ’Corporate ’South Park
 Discovery ’Moonshiners ’Moonshiners: Outlaw Cuts (N) ’Moonshiners (N) ’Moonshiners (N) ’Homestead Rescue (N) ’Homestead Rescue ’Moonshiners
 Disney ’Jessie ’Bunk’d ’Coop & Cami ’Raven ’Raven ’Bunk’d ’Bizaardvark ’Bunk’d ’Bunk’d ’Raven ’Raven ’Stuck/Middle
 Disney XD ’DuckTales ’Big City ’Big City ’Polaris ’Polaris ’Parker Plays ’Big City ’Big City ’DuckTales ’DuckTales ’Spider-Man ’Parker Plays
 DIY ’Renovation ’Renovation ’Renovation ’Bargain ’Bargain ’Bargain ’Bargain ’Bargain ’Bargain ’Bargain ’Bargain ’Bargain
 E! ’6:00 Botched ’E! News (N) ’Botched ’Botched “Baby Got Boobs” ’Temptation Island ’Busy Tonight ’The Heartbreak Kid ★★

 Food Net ’Guy’s Games ’Guy’s Grocery Games ’Guy’s Grocery Games ’Guy’s Grocery Games (N) ’Guy’s Grocery Games ’Guy’s Grocery Games ’Guy’s Games
 Freeform ’6:00 The Lion King ★★★ (1994, Children’s) ’grown-ish (N) ’8:31 Just Go With It ★★ (2011) Adam Sandler, Jennifer Aniston. ’The 700 Club ’Bruce
 fX ’5:00 X-Men: Apocalypse ★★ (2016, Act.) ’The Equalizer ★★ (2014) Denzel Washington. A former commando champions the helpless. ’Taken 2 ★★ (2012, Act.) Liam Neeson.
 FYI ’Duck Dynasty ’Duck Dynasty ’Duck Dynasty ’Duck Dynasty ’Duck Dynasty ’Duck Dynasty ’Duck Dynasty ’Duck Dynasty ’Duck Dynasty ’Duck Dynasty ’Duck Dynasty ’Duck Dynasty
 GAC ’Big Time RV ’Big Time RV ’Big Time RV ’Big Time RV ’Big Time RV ’Big Time RV ’Big Time RV ’Big Time RV ’Big Time RV ’Big Time RV ’Big Time RV ’Big Time RV
 Galavision ’Mi ’Vecinos ’Vecinos ’Vecinos ’Vecinos ’Vecinos ’Vecinos ’Cousins ’Cousins ’Vecinos ’Noticias
 Hallmark ’6:00 The Art of Us (2017) Taylor Cole. ’Winter Castle (2019) Emilie Ullerup, Kevin McGarry. ’Marrying Mr. Darcy (2018) Cindy Busby, Ryan Paevey. ’Golden Girls
 HGTV ’Property Bro ’Property Brothers ’Property Brothers ’Property Brothers (N) ’Hunters ’Hunters Int’l ’Property Brothers ’Property Bro
 History Ch ’Pawn Stars ’Pawn Stars ’Pawn Stars ’Vikings ’Vikings “Baldur” (N) ’Forged in Fire ’11:01 Forged in Fire ’12:01 Vikings
 Lifetime ’Grey’s Anat. ’Grey’s Anatomy ’Project Runway All Stars (N) ’Project Runway All Stars (N) ’10:03 American Beauty Star ’Project Runway All Stars ’All Stars
 MTV ’Catfish ’Catfish: The TV Show ’Catfish: The TV Show ’Catfish: The TV Show (N) ’10:01 True Life Now (N) ’11:02 Made in Staten Island ’Catfish
 Nat’l Geo ’South Justice ’Locked Up Abroad ’Locked Up Abroad: Breakout ’Locked Up Abroad (N) ’Locked Up Abroad (N) ’Locked Up Abroad ’Locked Up
 Nickelodeon ’Loud House ’Loud House ’Henry Danger ’SpongeBob ’SpongeBob ’SpongeBob ’SpongeBob ’The Office ’The Office ’Friends ’Friends ’Friends
 Noggin ’Abby Hatcher ’Butterbean ’PAW Patrol ’PAW Patrol ’PAW Patrol ’PAW Patrol ’Peppa Pig ’Peppa Pig ’Peppa Pig ’Sunny Day ’Bubble ’Bubble
 OWN ’Police ’Police Women of Memphis ’Four Weddings ’Four Weddings ’Love & Marriage: Huntsville ’Curvy Brides ’Curvy Brides ’Weddings
 PARMT ’Friends ’Friends ’Friends ’Friends ’Friends ’ I, Robot ★★ (2004, Sci-fi.) Will Smith, Bridget Moynahan. ’Rise of Planet of Apes
 Science ’Houdini ’Houdini’s Last Secrets ’MythBusters “Tanker Crush” ’MythBusters Jr. (N) ’Outrageous Acts of Science ’Outrageous Acts of Science ’Myth Jr.
 Syfy ’Harry Potter and Deathly ’Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 2 ★★★ (2011) Daniel Radcliffe. ’Deadly Class “Pilot” ’Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 2
 TBS ’Family Guy ’Bob’s Burgers ’Bob’s Burgers ’Big Bang ’Big Bang ’Big Bang ’Big Bang ’Big Bang ’Full Frontal ’Conan Actor Ellen Page. ’Full Frontal
 TLC ’6:00 My 600-Lb. Life “Brianne’s Story” ’My 600-Lb. Life Robin and Garrett visit Dr. Now. (N) ’Family by the Ton (N) ’My 600-Lb. Life ’My 600-Lb
 TNT ’6:00 Hercules ★★ (2014) Dwayne Johnson. ’The Legend of Tarzan ★★ (2016) Alexander Skarsgard, Christoph Waltz. ’Hercules ★★ (2014) Dwayne Johnson, Ian McShane.
 TruTV ’ Inside Jokes ’ Inside Jokes ’ Inside Jokes ’ Inside Jokes ’ Inside Jokes ’ Inside Jokes ’ Inside Jokes ’ I’m Sorry (N) ’Love Gear ’ Inside Jokes ’ Inside Jokes ’ Inside Jokes
 TVLand ’M*A*S*H ’M*A*S*H ’7:36 M*A*S*H ’Everybody Loves Raymond ’Raymond ’Raymond ’Two/Half Men ’Two/Half Men ’King ’King ’King
 TVOne ’Cosby Show ’Cosby Show ’Cosby Show ’All of Us ’All of Us ’Three’s Complicated (2018) Shanola Hampton, Tyler Lepley. ’Good Times ’Good Times ’Good Times
 Univision ’Noticiero Uni. ’La Rosa de Guadalupe (N) ’Jesús ’Mi marido tiene más familia ’Amar a muerte (N) ’ Impacto Extra ’Noticiero Uni ’Deportivo
 USA ’Law & Order ’Law & Order: SVU ’Law & Order: SVU ’Law & Order: SVU ’Law & Order: SVU ’Mod Fam ’Mod Fam ’Mod Fam
 VH1 ’Love, Hip Hop ’Black Ink Crew: Chicago ’Black Ink Crew: Chicago ’Black Ink Crew: Chicago (N) ’10:01 Love & Hip Hop Miami ’Black Ink Crew: Chicago ’Love, Hip Hop
 WGN-A ’Last-Standing ’Last-Standing ’Last-Standing ’Last-Standing ’Last-Standing ’Last-Standing ’Last-Standing ’Married ’Married ’Married ’Married ’Married

MOVIES

NEWS & SPORTS

VARIETY CABLE

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (Jan. 16). Remember when you came 
within inches of victory? The experience will only serve to 
make your victory in 2019 all the sweeter. Other highlights: the 
approval of someone whose opinion you cherish, a travel plan 
that goes better than your highest expectations and the fun you 
have circulating in a high-powered group. Virgo and Gemini 
adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 26, 30, 35, 2 and 5. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You may 
think that you don’t need to be appreci-
ated — that your ego is small enough and 
your spirit big enough not to require a 
lot of validation along the way — but ap-
preciation is vital to your momentum. Go 
where it fl ows. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You help people make upgrades 
to their situation whether or not their scene is within your 
expertise. How? Compassionate inquiry. You ask the questions 
that get people thinking. You listen well, refl ecting back what 
you hear. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). You already know that the way 
to accomplish big things is to do small things on a consistent 
basis. And today you’ll get a better idea about what those small 
steps really need to be. 

CANCER (June 22-July 22). There are a few bad infl uences 
around. Possibly it can’t be helped. These may be forces that 
aren’t going anywhere soon. They’re just a part of the landscape 
right now, giving you good reason to keep yourself in check. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Relationships get a longer look. 
You’ll notice how behaviors change from moment to moment, 
but what doesn’t change is the fundamental dynamic of the 
relationship, and there are insights to be gained through exam-
ining that. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Consider the actions that make 
up your routine. Habits are like compound interest. They may 
not seem hugely signifi cant to the bottom line over the course 
of a day, but over time they are enormously consequential. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Most problems you encounter 
get solved with a commonly known solution. Problems that 
prove resistant to the usual solutions will require patience, 
awareness, empathy and nuance — all abundantly available to 
you now. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Emotional labor has always 
been a main component of the labor force that makes the world 
go around, though this work is often invisible and typically 
unacknowledged. Not today. Today, you’ll get props for your 
contribution. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). There are many things 
you could take issue with, and you would have in past eras, 
but now you’re too occupied with bigger things, too focused 
on what matters, to bother with them. It’s a sign of how far 
you’ve come. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Maybe it doesn’t seem like 
a lot of progress, or harm, is occurring, as the case may be. But 
what would happen if this state continued daily? The trajectory 
will matter more than net results of any given day. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). What is the point of a book 
club where people don’t read the book? Many value the social 
and identity aspects of a group and yet don’t want to put in the 
intellectual rigor. This is a metaphor for the dynamic you deal 
with today.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). On a very scientifi c level, the 
world you know is created inside your mind, as it’s the only 
way our brains can process it. Today works this way: You will 
yourself to let in more light, beauty and joy and so it happens. 
CREATORS.COM

HOLIDAY  
MATHIS

HOROSCOPE

DEAR ABBY: I’m a 15-year-old girl. I’m a 
fun person to be with, and I love spending 
time with my friends and family. But one 
thing sometimes ruins it. I have a bit of a 

temper and some anger 
problems. I’m wonder-
ing if you have anything 
that could help me 
control my temper and 
be nicer to people? I 
get into disagreements 

with people I care about because of my at-
titude. Can you give me some guidance? — 
TESTY TEEN IN WISCONSIN

DEAR TEEN: If you think you are the only 
person with anger issues, you are mistaken. 
We are living in increasingly stressful times 
that have aff ected most of us in one way or 
another.

It takes self-control — and maturity — to 
react calmly instead of spouting off  angrily. Be-
fore you can deal with your anger problem you 
need to be able to pinpoint what makes you lose 
control. The problem with a hair-trigger temper 
is that those who fl y off  the handle sometimes 

shoot themselves in the foot.
While anger is a normal emotion we all ex-

perience at one time or another, most people 
start learning to control it during childhood. 
Uncontrolled anger is destructive because it 
drives others away, making it impossible to 
maintain healthy, successful relationships. 
The trick is learning to express anger in con-
structive rather than destructive ways. My 
booklet “The Anger in All of Us and How 
to Deal With It” off ers suggestions on how 
to recognize you are angry before you lose 
control and how to channel it appropriately. 
It can be ordered by sending your name 
and mailing address, plus a check or money 
order for $8 (U.S. funds), to Dear Abby Anger 
Booklet, P.O. Box 447, Mount Morris, IL 61054-
0447. Shipping and handling are included in 
the price. I hope it will be helpful for you. It 
takes maturity to identify and verbalize nega-
tive emotions rather than lash out at others. 
Being able to calmly say, “I’m having a bad 
day today,” or, “When you say (or do) that, it 
makes me angry” will earn you the respect 
of others. And it is the key to diff using anger 

before you lose control.
DEAR ABBY: I just fi nished building my 

dream home. My dilemma is, now that I 
have a wonderful home gym, my in-laws 
want to use it. I feel selfi sh saying no. But 
I’m a very private and somewhat intro-
verted person, and I really like my space. 
I’m afraid if I agree, it may become incon-
venient for me when I want to use it. Where 
do I draw the line?

Am I being selfi sh? If not, how do I re-
fuse without disrupting the family dynam-
ics? I have a feeling it wouldn’t sit well, and 
so far, I’ve been coming up with excuses 
to avoid the situation. Please help. — RUN-
NING OUT OF EXCUSES

DEAR RUNNING OUT: A tactful solution 
might be to “remind” your in-laws that you 
want the gym to be available for your private 
use when you need it, and suggest some hours 
or days when there wouldn’t be a confl ict. 
And hold a good thought. Interest in working 
out in gyms is notoriously short-lived, so your 
problem may disappear in quick time.
ANDREWS MCMEEL SYNDICATION

Teen lets her temper spoil fun with family and friends

ABIGAIL 
VAN BUREN

DEAR ABBY

BY MARK KENNEDY

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK | Carol Channing, the lanky, 
ebullient musical comedy star who delighted 
American audiences over 5,000 performances 
as the scheming Dolly Levi in “Hello, Dolly!” 
on Broadway and beyond, has died. She was 97.

Publicist B. Harlan Boll 
said Miss Channing died 
of natural causes at 12:31 
a.m. Tuesday in Rancho 
Mirage, California. Mr. Boll 
said she had twice suff ered 
strokes in the last year.

Besides “Hello, Dolly!,” 
Miss Channing starred in 
other Broadway shows, but 
none with equal magne-
tism. She often appeared 
on television and in night-

clubs, for a time partnering with George Burns 
in Las Vegas and a national tour.

Her outsized personality seemed too much 
for the screen, and she made only a few movies, 
notably “The First Traveling Saleslady” with 
Ginger Rogers and “Thoroughly Modern Millie” 
with Julie Andrews.

Over the years, Miss Channing continued as 

Dolly in national tours, the last in 1996, when she 
was in her 70s. Tom Shales of The Washington 
Post called her “the ninth wonder of the world.”

Messages of love and appreciation lit up 
Twitter early Tuesday, with the League of Profes-
sional Theatre Women saying Miss Channing 
“was a gift of inspiration to so many.” Fans who 
saw her work also took to social media, calling 
her a “fi recracker” and saying she was “match-
making for the angels now.”

Miss Channing was not the immediate choice 
to play Dolly, a matchmaker who receives her 
toughest challenge yet when a rich grump seeks 
a suitable wife. 

The show, which features a rousing score by 
Jerry Herman that’s bursting with joy and tunes 
like “Put On Your Sunday Clothes,” “Before the 
Parade Passes By” and “It Only Takes a Moment,” 
is a musical version of Thornton Wilder’s play 
“The Matchmaker.”

Theater producer David Merrick told her: 
“I don’t want that silly grin with all those teeth 
that go back to your ears.” Even though direc-
tor Gower Champion had worked on her fi rst 
Broadway hit, “Lend an Ear,” he had doubts 
about Miss Channing’s casting.

She wowed them in an audition and was 
hired on the spot. 

At opening night on Jan. 16, 1964, when Miss 

Channing appeared at the top of the stairs in a 
red gown with feathers in her hair and walked 
down the red carpet to the Harmonia Gardens 
restaurant, the New York audience went crazy. 
The critics followed suit. “Hello, Dolly!” col-
lected 10 Tony Awards, including one for Miss 
Channing as best actress in a musical.

Miss Channing was born Jan. 31, 1921, in Se-
attle, where her father, George Channing, was 
a newspaper editor. 

When his only child was 3 months old, 
he moved to San Francisco and worked as a 
writer for The Christian Science Monitor and 
as a lecturer. He later became editor-in-chief of 
Christian Science publications.

At the age of 7, Miss Channing decided she 
wanted to become an entertainer. She credited 
her father with encouraging her: “He told me 
you can dedicate your life at 7 or 97. And the 
people who do that are happier people.”

While majoring in drama and dance at Ben-
nington College in Vermont, she was sent off  to 
get experience in her chosen fi eld. She found a 
job in a New York revue. The show lasted only 
two weeks, but a New Yorker magazine critic 
commented, “You will hear more about a satiric 
chanteuse named Carol Channing.” She said 
later: “That was it. I said goodbye to trigonom-
etry, zoology and English literature.”

THEATRE

Broadway mourns death of star Carol Channing

Channing
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BY GEORGIA GEEN

CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE

RICHMOND | A state Senate committee 
has passed a bill to raise the minimum 
wage to $15 an hour in Virginia, after doz-
ens of women rallied at the state Capitol 
in support of it and other priorities.

SB 1200 would take eff ect July 1, ini-
tially raising the minimum wage to $10 an 
hour, then to $13 an hour in 2020 and $15 
an hour in 2021. The bill, which passed 
the Senate Commerce and Labor Com-
mittee on a 6-4 vote, will advance to the 
full Senate for a vote.

Currently, the minimum wage in Vir-
ginia is the federal minimum — $7.25 an 
hour. Raising the minimum wage was one 
of a number of legislative items — includ-
ing access to reproductive health and paid 
family and medical leave — supported by 

the women’s advocacy groups at the rally.
Tara Gibson, Virginia director of the 

Campaign for a Family Friendly Economy, 
said at the rally that raising the minimum 
wage would benefi t women and their 
families.

“How many of you work multiple 
jobs just to provide for your families, 
or worry whether you can aff ord to put 
food on the table or make next month’s 
rent?” Ms. Gibson said. “We’re all better 
off  when everyone has the tools to build 
a good life.”

In most states, including Virginia, 
women make up more than half of mini-
mum wage workers. Nationally, women 
consist of 47 percent of the workforce 
as of 2017. Across all races, women make 
up a larger portion of minimum wage 
workers than men.

To Anna Scholl, executive director of 

Progress Virginia — one of the groups 
present at the rally — supporting an 
increase in the minimum wage contrib-
utes to a “holistic” approach to gender 
equality.

“We know all of those things are im-
portant for women and families to thrive,” 
Ms. Scholl said.

Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam spoke 
briefl y at the rally in favor of paid medi-
cal and family leave. SB 1639 would allow 
state employees 12 weeks of family and 
medical leave per year. The benefit 
amounts to 70 percent of the employee’s 
wage, capped at $850 per week. Last year, 
a bill passed in Virginia granting state 
employees two months of parental leave.

“We want to make sure all Virgin-
ians have access to parental leave,” Mr. 
Northam said. “There is nothing more 
important than for a mother and father 

to be able to stay home with their new 
baby, or if there is an adoption or a foster 
child involved.”

Advocates also supported two bills 
that would prevent insurance companies 
from discriminating based on gender 
identity or transgender status. SB 1287 
and HB 1864 are awaiting a vote at the 
legislative committee level.

Rebecca Barwick, a transgender 
woman who attended the rally, said the 
bills would help her get both prostate 
care and breast care. Currently, she 
said, her gender is listed as male on her 
insurance because if it were changed, 
she might be denied prostate care if she 
needed it in the future.

“However, having this marker set to 
male puts me at risk of being denied 
breast health if I ever need that,” Ms. 
Barwick said.

VIRGINIA

Minimum wage increase passes state Senate committee

MARYLAND
FREDERICK

Detained lawsuit victor wins
restraining order against ICE

A Salvadoran woman who was 
detained during a routine check-in after 
successfully suing Frederick County for 
wrongful profi ling and arrest has won a 
restraining order against U.S. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement.

The Baltimore Sun reported that 
a federal judge on Monday issued the 
order, directing ICE not to remove 
Roxana Orellana Santos from the 
United States.

Attorney Nicholas Katz said the 
order is a “positive fi rst step” toward 
her release.

Ms. Santos was detained by ICE on 
Jan. 8, less than a week before a hear-
ing to determine the extent of damages 
Frederick County owes in the lawsuit.

Deputies approached Ms. Santos as 
she ate lunch in 2008 and arrested her 
on an immigration warrant.

The county was found liable for the 
policy permitting deputies to detain 
people suspected of violating immigra-
tion law.

 — Associated Press

BALTIMORE

Church leaders handing over
fi les amid clergy abuse probe

Catholic leaders in Baltimore say 
they have delivered more than 50,000 
fi les to Maryland’s top law enforcement 
offi  cial amid an investigation into child 
sex abuse.

Archbishop William Lori said Tues-
day that Baltimore’s archdiocese is co-
operating fully with Attorney General 
Brian Frosh’s ongoing probe.

Archbishop Lori said any credible 
allegations have long been sent to the 
attorney general’s offi  ce “so there was 
already a lot on fi le from us.”

Last week, Mr. Frosh announced a 
hotline for victims to report child sex 
abuse associated with a place of wor-
ship or school.

Archbishop Lori also said Balti-
more’s archdiocese has launched a 
“third-party system” for reporting 
allegations against bishops, the latest 
step to address the abuse crisis that’s 
rocking the church.

 — Associated Press

GLEN BURNIE

Remains found in October
belong to missing woman

Partial human remains found in 
Anne Arundel County have been iden-
tifi ed as those of a woman who was 
reported missing 10 days prior.

County police announced that the 
remains found Oct. 23 belonged to 
Melanie Faith Meleney, 45. The remains 
were identifi ed using DNA on Jan. 7.

A police spokesman said there 
weren’t many suspicious factors 
initially, but Meleney’s family reported 
her missing a day after she was last 
seen.

Her remains were found on a 
shoreline.

Her death has been labeled suspi-
cious, but police haven’t yet called it a 
homicide.

 — Associated Press

VIRGINIA
RICHMOND

Herring blasts review of his
offi  ce as politically motivated

Attorney General Mark Herring has 
voiced strong concerns that a wide-
ranging review of his offi  ce by the 
legislature’s watchdog agency is being 

used as political 
weapon.

The Democratic 
attorney general 
blasted the review 
as an “inquisition” 
designed to “support 
partisan preconcep-
tions” in a Novem-
ber letter to the Joint 
Legislative Audit and 
Review Commission. 

The letter was obtained by The As-
sociated Press through a public records 
request.

Mr. Herring has announced plans 
to run for governor in 2021. He said 
the resolution authorizing the study 
was fi lled with inaccurate partisan 
claims that Republicans used in their 
campaign attacks during his 2017 re-
election campaign.

 — Associated Press

“With the start of a new Congress, we once again see a renewed eff ort to attack the reproductive 
rights of D.C.’s women and D.C. home rule itself. … We intend to continue to protect the rights of our 
residents and will work with our allies in the Senate who have helped in the past to defeat this bill.”
— Delegate Eleanor Holmes Norton, the District’s representative in Congress, opposing legislation 
that would bar the city from spending local funds on abortion services

BY ASHRAF KHALIL

ASSOCIATED PRESS

No city experiences a shutdown quite like 
Washington.

Besides the economic impact, a shutdown warps 
the nation’s capital on a cultural, recreational and lo-
gistical level — touching everybody, including garbage 
collectors, young parents, prospective newlyweds 
and Eagle Scouts.

The current partial shutdown, now in a record 
fourth week, also has provided a quiet boon for Mayor 
Muriel Bowser’s government, which rushed into the 
void to claim unprecedented new powers while mak-
ing a public show of literally cleaning up the federal 
government’s mess.

The economic situation is, of course, brutal. Recent 
surveys estimate that the federal government directly 
employs more than 364,000 people in the Greater 
Washington area including Northern Virginia and 
Southern Maryland. The District alone — population 
700,000 — contains more than 102,000 jobs in agencies 
that are now without appropriations funding.

Deputy City Administrator Kevin Donahue made 
the analogy to the main plant shutting down in a 
factory town — with the subsequent knock-on eff ect 
through the service industries like restaurants, food 
trucks, entertainment and taxis.

“What keeps us up at night is not the work we know 
we have to do in weeks 1 and 2,” Mr. Donahue said.

It’s the unpredictable impacts of weeks four and 
fi ve and onward, he said, with the potential for mass 
restaurant closures or residents missing payments on 
rent, mortgages, car loans or school fees.

Most immediately, the shutdown created a logisti-
cal and public health problem. The District is riddled 
with National Park Service land, ranging from the 
National Mall to urban green spaces like Dupont Circle 
and dozens of neighborhood parks.

D.C. sanitation crews now empty the trash bins at 
122 separate NPS sites — three times a day in the case 
of the bins at the National Mall. It’s costing at least 
$54,000 per week in overtime, and Mr. Donahue said 

there’s a handshake agreement dating back to previ-
ous shutdowns that the District will be compensated 
when the government reopens.

The NPS recently announced it would tap into 
other funds to resume its own trash pickup at some 
— but not all — of the D.C. sites.

“There’s a past practice of reimbursement,” Mr. 
Donahue said. “But they don’t have a legal obligation 
to compensate us.”

Given Washington’s tortured relationship with 
the federal government, which essentially can alter 
or block any local law, city offi  cials have seemingly 
relished the chance to highlight the ironies of the 
moment. They frequently claim they are treated by 
Congress as if they can’t handle their own aff airs; now 
they’re taking over and covering for a dysfunctional 
central government.

“When the federal government shuts down, we 
step up,” Miss Bowser said during a Jan. 4 news con-
ference with the District’s nonvoting congressional 
representative, Delegate Eleanor Holmes Norton, to 
announce a renewed push this year for D.C. statehood.

The shutdown cuts a cultural swath through the 
lives of city residents. The entire Smithsonian network 
of museums, including the National Zoo, closed their 
doors about a week into the shutdown, and quasi-
federal entities like the John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts have severely cut back their hours.

 The District is littered with shutdown specials — 
off ering furloughed federal employees discounts on 
everything from food and drink to live theater and 
medical marijuana.

Examples of unexpected shutdown fallout are all 
around. High school senior Yosias Zelalem was all 
set to secure his Eagle Scout rank with a project to 
repair park benches along the Mount Vernon Trail. 
But his liaison at the NPS has been furloughed and 
the project is frozen.

“I didn’t really think about it until New Year’s came 
and went,” said Yosias, who needs to complete the 
project before he turns 18 on March 27. “I honestly 
didn’t expect it to go on this long. Now everybody’s 
talking like this could go for months.” 

DISTRICT

District residents hit hard 
by government shutdown
Damage to ripple through other area industries
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A man picks up garbage during the partial government shutdown on the National Mall. No city experiences a 
shutdown quite like Washington. Besides the economic impact, it aff ects the city on a cultural and logistical level. 

BY DAVID SHERFINSKI

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

ANNAPOLIS | After failing last year to break up the 
Democratic supermajorities in the Maryland House 
and Senate, Republicans are bracing for a potentially 
tough 2019 legislative session — while also making 
clear that they’re not content to sit on their hands.

The party gets to celebrate Gov. Larry Hogan’s 
second swearing-in Wednesday before getting back to 
work, which will include trying to block Democratic 
eff orts to increase the minimum wage and further 
cement abortion rights in the state.

House Minority Leader Nicholaus R. Kipke said 
the GOP is prepared to hold the line on issues like 
taxes, and he hopes Mr. Hogan’s presence will provide 
a moderating infl uence.

“We will fi ght hard. We will off er clear policy 
alternatives,” said Mr. Kipke, Anne Arundel Repub-
lican. “But in the end, we don’t have the numbers to 
stop bad bills from passing. But Maryland is fortunate 
to have a Republican governor who can temper the 
leftist leaning of the legislature.”

Mr. Hogan cruised to re-election in 2018, and on 
Wednesday will offi  cially become the fi rst Republican 
in six decades to serve a second consecutive term as 
governor of Maryland.

At the same time, Democrats netted eight seats in 
the state House and limited their losses in the Senate 
to a single seat last year — blocking the GOP drive 
to deny Democrats a veto-proof majority in at least 
one of the chambers.

“There’s a more progressive legislature, no doubt,” 
said Senate Minority Leader J.B. Jennings, Baltimore 
County Republican. “It’s going to be a little more 
partisan than it has been in years prior.”

He acknowledged that members will need to be 
“more on our game” and “more focused” on local 
issues and constituent concerns, but said the GOP 
is going to try to pick its spots when it can, like on 
redistricting and Second Amendment issues.

“We aren’t going to sit here and play defense every 
day,” Mr. Jennings said.

Still, recent history has shown that when Demo-
cratic leaders want to override a veto, they have the 
numbers to do so, said Todd Eberly, a political science 
professor at St. Mary’s College of Maryland.

“Their majority in the Senate has shrunk by a seat, 
but it’s also a more liberal caucus than it was before,” 
Mr. Eberly said.

Delegate Neil Parrott said he’d like to work 
with Democrats on issues like transportation, but 
acknowledged that they’re likely emboldened after 
strengthening their House majority, calling the eight-
seat loss for the GOP “very substantial.”

“They’ve got the numbers,” said Mr. Parrott, Wash-
ington Republican. “Clearly, the Maryland House of 
Delegates has shifted to the left.”

One of Democrats’ major pushes is to increase the 
state minimum wage from $10.10 per hour to $15, say-
ing the move is intended to lift up people in poverty.

“Close to 600,000 hardworking people in our state 
deserve fair pay so they don’t have to decide between 
eating, paying rent or paying for child care,” said 
Delegate Diana Fennell, Prince George’s Democrat.

But Mr. Parrott pointed to estimates saying the 
change could cost the state close to 100,000 jobs, 
and said part of the GOP’s job this session will be 
to make the public aware of the potentially negative 
consequences of such Democratic priorities.

“That’s one of my goals — provide information 
to people,” he said.

Going forward, Republicans also acknowledge 
they have to fi gure out how to make signifi cant dents 
in the Democratic majorities in the legislature so they 
don’t end up in the same position in the coming years.

MARYLAND

Republicans 
brace for 2019 
legislative 
session
State Democrats 
have supermajorities
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By Tom Rice

O
ur failure to control our 
southern border is a national 
disgrace and Americans 
are paying the price. Unfair 

competition from illegal workers has 
diminished our middle class. The fl ood 
of illegal narcotics has brought misery 
and death to thousands of Americans. 

Do not confuse legal immigration with 
illegal immigration. America is a very 
generous nation. We accept more than 1.1 
million legal immigrants every year, far 
more than any other country.

However, unwilling to comply with 
our legal immigration system, hundreds 
of thousands of illegal aliens cross our 
southern border every year. We do not 
know the exact number of people that 
reside here illegally, but estimates range 
from 10 million to 20 million. This unlim-
ited supply of cheap labor holds down 
wages and steals jobs from hard-working, 
law-abiding Americans. It is one of the 

Drugs       
and illegal 

immigration
Calculating the disastrous 
consequences of America’s 

porous southern border

By Seema Verma

No matter what you think about the Aff ordable 
Care Act (ACA) — whether you supported 
President Obama’s signature health care law 
or opposed it — the facts show that individ-

ual health insurance markets across the country have 
been struggling.

Health insurance premiums have more than doubled 
in states using HealthCare.gov between 2013 and 2017. 
Many insurers have left the market, leaving too many 
people with just one insurer available to them and 
insurer monopolies that are leading to higher prices. 
The best evidence of the unpopularity of these plans: 
Exchange enrollment is more than 60 percent below 
expectations.

In short, Obamacare is not working out as its propo-
nents promised.

Unfortunately, as the head of the Centers for Medi-
care & Medicaid Services (CMS), which is tasked with 
implementing a large portion of the ACA, I can tell you 
that there is only so much the admin-
istration can do without congressional 
action. Although Congress did not 
enact broader reforms to Obamacare. 
the repeal of the individual mandate 
penalty is crucial in allowing people 
greater freedom to purchase health care 
in ways that work best for them.

Federal law might be hard to change 
in Washington, but in some cases, states 
are able to take advantage of fl exibility 
built into federal law to develop new 
programs and approaches. This is true 
under federal Medicaid law and it is also 
true under the ACA, which is why CMS 
recently stepped up eff orts to support 
state-specifi c strategies to improve their 
individual health insurance markets and 
to develop alternatives to Obamacare 
that better meet the needs of their 
residents.

Specifi cally, section 1332 of the ACA 
allows states to request the waiver of 
certain Obamacare requirements to 
pursue innovative strategies for provid-
ing their residents access to high-qual-
ity, aff ordable health coverage.

CMS and the U.S. Department of the 
Treasury recently issued new guidance 
to give states more fl exibility to develop 
innovative alternatives to Obamacare. 
This new guidance rescinded prior 
guidance that had proven to be unnec-
essarily restrictive for states.

That was certainly my experience 
before coming to CMS when I worked directly with 
states to develop waivers. Innovative ideas were very 
diffi  cult to develop under this prior guidance and many 
states gave up.

We’ve named these waivers State Relief and Empow-
erment Waivers to refl ect this new direction, and we’ve 
provided states with several waiver concepts to illustrate 
ways states can take advantage of this new fl exibility.

The waiver concept with perhaps the best potential 
to improve consumer control and generate health system 
reforms would permit states to develop a new account-
based program to help subsidize health care expenses. 
Instead of the complicated way Obamacare currently 
subsidizes individual market premiums, states could pro-
vide a defi ned contribution to an account for people to 
use to pay premiums and, if funds remain in the account, 
any out-of-pocket health expenses.

By providing contributions to an account, this ap-
proach could substantially increase consumer engage-
ment and control over their healthcare dollars. Maybe 
most importantly, this approach could give people 
stronger incentives to make smarter decisions with 
their health care dollars and increase the demand 
for price transparency, because people directly 
retain the benefi t of any unspent dollars from the 
account.

Instead of federal subsidies automatically grow-
ing in step with premiums as they currently do, a 
contribution to an account could also establish a 

personal health care budget that 
helps create a target for health plans 
when they set premiums, which 
creates at least some pressure to 
contain premium growth.

When I was working in Indiana, 
we set up similar accounts to create 
the nation’s fi rst consumer-directed 
Medicaid program. We found that 
regardless of their socio-economic 
status, people wanted to make deci-
sions about their care. And when 
given the opportunity to control 
their own accounts, according to an 
evaluation by the LewinGroup, con-
sumers used the health care system 
more appropriately and had better 
health outcomes.

The account-based approach 
might hold the most promise, but 
we’ve released three additional 
Waiver Concepts for how states can 
better target subsidies, increase cov-
erage options and address the needs 
of high-risk individual.

Absent any additional changes 
to federal law, it’s up to the states 
to chart a new path. Through State 
Relief and Empowerment Waivers, 
states now have the opportunity to 
advance alternatives to the ACA.

Our hope is that these waiver con-
cepts foster further discussion and spur 
innovative thinking among states that 
drive toward real solutions to improve 

access to quality, aff ordable coverage for all Americans. 

Seema Verma, administrator of the Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Services.

Helping states 
develop 

innovative 
alternatives        

to Obamacare
How a new waivers program 
empowers states to advance 

imaginative health care solutions

By Cliff ord D. May and Toby Dershowitz

F
or more than a decade, Alberto Nisman had been 
investigating the worst terrorist attack ever com-
mitted on Argentine soil: The 1994 bombing of the 
AMIA Jewish community center in Buenos Aires. 
Eighty-fi ve people were killed and hun-
dreds injured.

Four years ago this week, the federal 
prosecutor was putting the fi nishing 

touches on a report that would accuse former President 
Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner and a dozen others of help-
ing cover up the Islamic Republic of Iran’s responsibility for 
the attack.

On Jan. 18, the day before he was to present that report 
to Argentina’s congress, Mr. Nisman was found dead in the 
bathroom of his locked 13th-fl oor apartment. A .22-caliber 
bullet had been fi red at close-range into his head.

Mrs. Kirchner 
initially called his 
death a suicide — 
even though his 

fi ngerprints were not found on the Bersa pistol left close to 
his body, and there was no gunpowder residue on his hands.

Just over a year ago, however, an investigation by 28 
forensic experts and law enforcement offi  cials conclusively 
determined that he did not kill himself. In fact, they were 
able to deduce, two people roughed him up, sedated him and 
then shot him.

Who were those people? And from whom were they tak-
ing orders? Argentines attempting to answer such questions 
place themselves in danger.

Late last month, Federal Judge Sandra Arroyo Salgado, 
who also is Mr. Nisman’s former wife and the mother of 
their two daughters, withdrew from formal involvement in 
the investigation. The reason: Ongoing threats — the “need 
to guarantee the protection and safety of the family,” as she 
phrased it in a written statement.

Mr. Nisman used wire-taped conversations to build his 
case against Mrs. Kirchner. Among them was one concern-
ing an ally, former intelligence offi  cial Antonio Stiuso. Mrs. 
Kirchner says on tape: “We have to kill him.” Her defenders 
claim she did not intend to be taken literally. Mr. Stiuso, un-
convinced, subsequently fl ed the country with his family.

In September 2017, former Argentine Ambassador to 
Syria Roberto Ahuad revealed in testimony that Foreign Minister Hector 
Timerman had visited Syria in January 2011 to fi nalize an agreement 
with Iran, at a meeting hosted by Syrian dictator Bashar Assad. A mes-
sage sent to Mr. Ahuad asked: “When are you committing suicide?” 
Another warned: “Beware of an induced suicide.”

And Eduardo Taiano, head prosecutor investigating the Nisman 

murder, has received messages threatening to do to him and his son 
what was done to Mr. Nisman.

Nevertheless, Mr. Taiano is continuing to investigate, focusing most 
immediately on the calls made over more than 150 phone lines — many 
of them reportedly assigned to intelligence agents — on the day Mr. Nis-
man’s body was found.

Long before implicating Argentine offi  cials in a conspiracy, Mr. Nis-
man had found solid evidence that offi  cials of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran planned and fi nanced the AMIA bombing, and that Hezbollah, its 
terrorist proxy, carried it out.

Mohsen Rabbani became cultural attache at the Islamic Republic’s 
embassy in Buenos Aires just months before the AMIA bombing. In 

1997, after Argentine authorities issued an arrest warrant for him, and 
INTERPOL a red notice (a request to locate and provisionally arrest an 
individual pending extradition), he managed to return to Tehran. Red 
notices for four other Iranian offi  cials in connection with the bombing 
remain in place to this day.

Evidence points also to Hezbollah’s responsibility for the bombing 
of the Israeli embassy in Buenos Aires in 1992, in which 29 
people were killed and more than 200 injured. Argentine 
authorities charged Imad Mughniyah, the infamous senior 
Hezbollah operative, who also had been the mastermind 
behind the bombing of the U.S. Marine Barracks in Beirut 
in 1983. (He was killed in Damascus in 2008 in what may 
have been a joint Israeli/U.S. operation.)

The most likely motive for the AMIA attack: Iran’s rul-
ers, in their own special way, were conveying displeasure 
over the Argentine government’s suspension of nuclear 
cooperation.

As for the cover-up, Mr. Nisman believed a deal was in 
the works to lift the red notices in exchange for oil.

Tehran and Hezbollah have long been seeking infl uence 
and power in Latin America, not least through illicit means. 
As far back as 2004, the U.S. Department of the Treasury 
designated Assad Ahmad Barakat, a Lebanese-born citizen 
of Paraguay, as a terrorist and Hezbollah fi nancier. He and 
other members of his family are believed to have pro-
vided logistical support for both the AMIA and embassy 
bombings.

Recently, Argentina froze the assets of 14 members of 
the Barakat clan. That sent a message that Mauricio Macri, 
elected Argentina’s president in 2015, is unwilling to give 
Hezbollah free rein.

A few weeks ago, the U.S. State Department hosted a 
ministerial meeting with key Latin American offi  cials that 
sent another message: Hezbollah operatives in the Western 
Hemisphere must be thwarted.

However, it remains to be seen whether either Hezbol-
lah or the Islamic Republic ever will be held to account for 
the terrorist attacks of 1992 and 1994, and whether anyone 
will be brought to justice for attempting to cover their 
tracks, and for the murder of the investigator who followed 
the facts wherever they led him.

That investigator, just days before he was assassinated, 
said prophetically: “With Nisman around or not, the evi-
dence is there.” Argentines now face a choice: to act on that 
evidence, or to surrender to terrorists and murderers. To 

put it another way, they must decide what kind of nation Argentina is, 
and what kind of nation Argentina will become.

Cliff ord D. May is president of the Foundation for Defense of Democ-
racies and a columnist for The Washington Times. Toby Dershowitz 
is FDD senior vice president for government relations and strategy. 

Crimes without punishment in Argentina
Argentines must decide whether to pursue justice or surrender to terrorists
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Most of the government is 
idle and the nation’s cap-
ital is shrouded in nearly 

a foot of snow with more on the 
way, but politics, the capital’s only 
industry, grinds on at a quick-
ening pace. Over the past few 
days, two more Democrats have 
entered the race for president, 
joining Sen. Elizabeth Warren 
of Massachusetts and Rep. John 
Delaney of Maryland. These four, 
gathering press notices while they 
may, won’t be the last.

One of the new contenders is 
Julian Castro of Texas. Mr. Cas-
tro, a telegenic Latino, lapped 
up national attention a decade 
ago when he was mayor of his 
native San Antonio, the nation’s 
seventh largest city. He seemed 
more important than he really 
was because “mayor of San An-
tonio” sounds like a big deal, but 
isn’t. The media, eager to elevate 
a Democrat to make the state’s 
politics more interesting, were 
soon gaga. (The media is gaga 
again, and then some, over Rob-
ert Francis O’Rourke, who calls 
himself “Beto.”)

A mayor of San Antonio has a 
diffi  cult time living up to billing. 
He has no veto power or execu-
tive authority. He simply has a 
vote in City Council. The mayor’s 
main role is to preside over City 
Council meetings and dispense 
keys to the city to visitors, even 
though no one has ever found a 
lock or anything else that such 
a key can open. The real power 
in San Antonio lies with the city 
manager, an appointed job to “ex-
ecute the laws and administer the 
government” of the city. As mayor 
of San Antonio, Mr. Castro is paid 
$60,000 a year. The current city 
manager gets $475,000, proving 
that monetizing mere service can 
be diffi  cult.

Still, Mr. Castro parlayed his 
minor league mayoralty into star-
dom. Time magazine calls him one 
of America’s rising political stars. 
The World Economic Forum calls 
him one of the world’s “young 
global leaders.” An extra feather 
in his cap came in 2012, when he 
delivered the keynote address at 
the Democratic National Conven-
tion in Charlotte, N.C. Mr. Castro 
is not only a telegenic young La-
tino, but a down-the-line liberal.

In 2014, President Obama ap-
pointed him secretary of the 
Department of Housing and 
Urban Development. His was 

an uneventful tenure that few 
remember. His presidential cam-
paign is likely to be similarly un-
eventful. He may be dreaming 
about being vice president. Given 
that the Democrats are obsessed 
with capturing the state of Texas in 
2020, this may be a reasonable goal.

The more interesting new can-
didate is Rep. Tulsi Gabbard of 
Hawaii. Mrs. Gabbard is uncon-
ventional and has the typically 
fl exible Democratic convictions 
now fashionable in the party’s 
sharp lurch to the left. She is 
of Samoan extraction, a combat 
Army medic in the Iraq war and 
the fi rst Hindu to serve in Con-
gress. She stands out for her vari-
ous ideological heresies. She, like 
most Democrats, including Bill 
Clinton and Barack Obama, once 
opposed gay marriage, and once 
scolded her party for catering to 
a “small number of homosexual 
extremists.” She has subsequently 
“evolved,” as Barack Obama once 
described his experience, and 
says things like “I regret the po-
sitions I took in the past and the 
things I said.” It’s not easy to be 
principled when you can’t tell 
your party’s principles without a 
scorecard.

But Mrs. Gabbard so far draws 
the line at practicing religious 
prejudice. She lately scolded her 
fellow Hawaii senator, Mazie Hi-
rono, a Buddhist, for suggest-
ing that Christians are beyond 
the pale. Sen. Hirono says that a 
nominee of the Roman Catholic 
persuasion can’t be both a judge 
and a member of the Knights of 
Columbus, a Catholic lay organi-
zation. Mrs. Gabbard criticized 
Mrs. Hirono of having “weapon-
ized religion for [her] own selfi sh 
gain.”

Mrs. Gabbard’s foreign policy 
views are more exotic. She’s a 
friend of Syrian dictator Bashar 
Assad, having traveled to Damas-
cus in 2017 to dine with the mur-
derer of hundreds of thousands. 
She doubts the well-established 
evidence that Mr. Assad used 
chemical weapons on his own 
people.

Mrs. Gabbard, like Julian Cas-
tro, is unlikely to become presi-
dent. Given her status as a party 
gadfly, she probably won’t be 
vice president, either. And given 
her affi  nity for all things Assad, 
it seems unlikely that she will be 
anybody’s secretary of state. Or 
we must hope.

On to fi eld of dreams
Two unusual Democratic prospects focus an eye on the White House

America has built thousands of miles 
of tall walls, often from concrete, 
along the nation’s highways as noise 
barriers. In certain instances, the 
Federal Highway Administration 

requires them.
Yet for some reason we cannot 

now fi nd the will or the funds to 
build even one mile of similar walls 
along our southern border to prevent 

illegal crossings that too often result 
in terrible crimes. How can this be?

DAVID BOYAJIAN
Belmont, Mass.

How is this wall diff erent?

Next week we have a rather awk-
ward confl ict presented to us. First, 
we celebrate the 90th birthday of 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Then we commemorate the 1973 
U.S. Supreme Court decisions that 
decreed a pre-born child is not 
legally a person, and thus has no 
right to live.  

Eff ectively the court decisions, 
ignoring the mandate given in the 
Preamble of the Constitution to 
secure the blessings of liberty to 
our posterity, asserted that no one 
in America, including King, had 
any right to be born. Of course, 
this was in line with the court’s 

infamous 1857 Dred Scott decision, 
which denied that even free blacks 
could be citizens.

After a bloody Civil War, that 
decision was eventually negated 
by the 14th Amendment, which 
asserted, “All persons born or natu-
ralized in the United States and 
subject to the jurisdiction thereof, 
are citizens of the United States and 
of the State wherein they reside.”

This confi rmation of birth citi-
zenship was eff ectively nullifi ed 
by the Supreme Court in 1973. Its 
decisions that year asserted that a 
human fetus only becomes a legal 
person after the birth process is 

completed. Up to that time, such a 
human being may legally be killed, 
even while being delivered, by the 
most cruel, hideous and barbaric 
methods imaginable.

Legally, then, no “person” ever 
actually went through the pro-
cess of being born. Eff ectively, the 
court rendered null and void the 
birth citizenship ratifi ed in the 14th 
Amendment. So it seems the only 
citizens in America are those who 
have become naturalized citizens. 
This is not a cause for celebration.

TOM COLLINS
Hot Springs, Va.

Decision negates citizenship

KANGAROO SQUADRON: AMERICAN 
COURAGE IN THE DARKEST 
DAYS OF WORLD WAR II
By Bruce Gamble
Da Capo Press, $28, 415 pages 

By Joseph C. Goulden

D
uring the fi rst frightening 
months of 1942, a powerful 
Japanese military machine 
seemed poised to seize a 

broad chunk of Southeast Asia, conquer-
ing not only Australia but also India.

The Japanese had already seized the 
Philippines, Singapore and numerous 
small islands; further control of the 
Pacifi c could have prevented a shattered 
American Navy from defending the 
Western United States from invasion.

It is no exaggeration to state that 
America’s fate in the post-Pearl Harbor 
months rested in the hands of a small 
group of American aviators based on 
the underside of the globe, far-away 
Australia. Author Bruce Gamble’s uncle 
was among the brave airmen belonging 
to what became known as the “Kangaroo 
Squadron.” His account is one of inces-
sant bravery conducted chiefl y beyond 
the range of media attention.

Mr. Gamble begins with 
the development in the 
1930s of the squadron’s most 
valuable asset: the Boe-
ing B-17 bomber, a heavily 
armed four-engine craft with 
speeds rivaling those of the 
Army Air Force’s fastest pur-
suit planes. An awe-struck 
Seattle reporter termed the 
plane  the “Flying Fortress.” 
(The Boeing Aircraft Corp. 
made an enormous fi nancial 
gamble in developing the B-17 during 
peacetime, with no guarantee of signifi -
cant sales.)

Crew training was strenuous. Aspir-
ing pilots had to log a minimum of 65 
fl ight hours (at least 50 percent solo), 
along with 175 touch-and-go or full-stop 
landings. Attrition averaged about 40 
percent. Training casualties were tragic, 
from 51 aviation deaths in 1939 to 199 in 
1941. And, as Mr. Gamble writes, “the 
statistics would get much worse in the 
years to come.”

The squadron was dispatched to the 
Pacifi c immediately after Pearl Harbor, 
to face an enemy so emboldened by 
initial success that pilots were said to be 
infused with “senshobyo,” or “victory 
disease.” The great fear of the United 
States and Allies was that Australia and 
New Zealand would be cut off  from 
support and be forced to sue for peace to 
avoid invasion.

Once the squadron established 
quarters on the far-eastern coast of 
Australia, its mission was two-fold: To 
fend off  aerial area raids and to bomb 
Japanese positions on occupied islands 
to the north. The long-range goal, which 
seemed remote at the time, was to clear 
a route for Allied forces to strike north 
against the Japanese homeland.

Mr. Gamble’s account brims with her-
oism in the face of seemingly impossible 
odds. Despite the B-17’s heavy arma-
ment, the planes suff ered from swarm 
attacks by enemy fi ghter planes.

As  navigator Maurice Horgan re-
ported after an attack on Japanese ship-
ping, “Just as we closed the bomb bay 
doors, the ship [plane] began to shake 
like a leaf in a cyclone and the #4 engine 
burst into fl ames, showering the fuselage 
with molten aluminum.” But gunners 
managed to beat off  the attacks and the 
B-17 crept back to safety.

Time and again, crews risked their 
lives for long-range bombing missions. 
And they were pressed into service for 
another important task: aerial reconnais-
sance of Japanese positions that off ered 
guidance to ground forces that were 
attempting to evict the Japanese.

Such fl ights were extraordinarily 
dangerous. To obtain good photographs, 
“a pilot might have to descend below an 
overcast or storm,” coming into range of 
Japanese ground fi re. 

Crew members  enjoyed what com-
forts they could on the demanding mis-
sions. At 30,000 feet, cold was a threat. 
So solace was found in “Aussie fl ight 

boots” and wool and leather 
caps. 

There were fl ashes of 
humor. A crew member 
smiled at the memory of the 
tail gunner, whose “station 
was miles away from anyone 
else … happy as a hound dog 
licking a bean pot because 
he was able to sneak an 
occasional snort of Scotch 
from a vial he had smuggled 
aboard … Everyone knew, of 
course, but he was a good 

gunner and did his job.”
The squadron’s isolation posed 

problems. Spare parts were scarce, even 
non-existent at times. So mechanics 
learned to cannibalize damaged craft 
to keep other planes fl ying. Innovations 
made the bombing raids even more 
deadly. Gen. George Kenney, the theater 
air commander late in the war, came 
up with the “parafrag,” a fragmentation 
bomb dropped by parachute, which 
“proved eff ective in destroying enemy 
aircraft on the ground.” In due course, 
air power turned the course of battle. 
One raid over Rabaul saw 30 B-17 drones 
over the town for two hours while drop-
ping dozens of general-purpose bombs 
and incendiary clusters. Another raid on 
Rabaul ignited fi res that could been seen 
for 80 miles away.

The closing sentiment was voiced by 
an airman who returned to the United 
States by ship once war ended: “That 
Golden Gate Bridge looked real good 
when we passed under it.”

A well-written and informative 
examination of the air war by an author 
who is both a historian and a former 
naval fl ight offi  cer.

Joseph C. Goulden writes frequently on 
intelligence and military aff airs.

Facing the enemy         
after Pearl Harbor
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By Jon Bruning

On Monday night, the Department of Jus-
tice (DOJ) restored the long-standing 
federal prohibition on all forms of In-
ternet gambling. Reports of this action 

led free-lance writer David Hogberg to write a 
misguided op-ed in these pages.

Originally implemented in 1961 to cut off  the 
chief funding source for organized crime, the Wire 
Act prohibits all forms of gambling activity involv-
ing interstate telecommunications — including, in 
DOJ’s own words, “sports wagering, casino games 
and card games” over the Internet. After all, as DOJ 
has consistently argued — and federal courts have 
consistently determined — the Internet is an inher-
ently interstate technology.

A departure from the 
department’s previous 
position that “all forms of 
Internet gambling … are 
illegal under Federal law” 
— which was guided by 
a half-century’s worth 
of Wire Act interpreta-
tion — the 2011 Offi  ce of 
Legal Counsel Opinion 
ultimately arrived at an 
erroneous conclusion: 
The legislation’s scope is 
limited to sports betting.

The 2011 opinion, for 
example, cites the fol-
lowing testimony of As-
sistant Attorney General 
Herbert Miller from a 
1961 hearing: “This bill, of 
course, would not cover 
[the numbers racket (lot-
teries)] because it is lim-
ited to sporting events 
or contests.” But the bill 
language about which 
Mr. Miller was testifying, 
however, never became 
law. Instead, the entire 
provision was rewrit-
ten and expanded with 
broader text to address 
concerns that the initial 
version did not include 
non-sports wagers.

The opinion then 
used tortured logic predicated on the notion that 
Congress intended to exempt lotteries from the 
Wire Act — when, in fact, lotteries were the most 
lucrative form of gambling for the mob. Based on 
this logic, the opinion created a loophole to ac-
commodate the online casinos’ push to transform 
Americans’ cellphones into mobile slot machines.

Just as the mob-run lotteries preyed on our 
most vulnerable in 1961, so too does the preda-
tory online gambling industry pose a serious 
threat to our children’s future. As proof, one 
need only look to the United Kingdom, “the 
world’s largest regulated online gambling 
market,” where online gambling is on more than 
half of all 16-year-olds’ smartphones and more 
than half of the industry’s profi t is from problem 
gamblers.

Additionally, a recent U.K. Gambling      

Commission study found “the number of children 
classed as having a gambling problem has quadru-
pled to more than 50,000 in just two years.” Overall, 
“450,000 children aged 11 to 16 bet regularly, more 
than those who have taken drugs, smoked or drunk 
alcohol.” But online casinos want more revenue 
and are stooping to shamefully low lengths to get it. 
Online casinos are bombarding children and prob-
lem gamblers with advertisements, expropriating 
cartoon characters to turn kids into customers, and 
placing links to their gambling platforms on soccer 
clubs’ junior fan webpages.

The U.K.’s online gambling industry — and the 
predatory practices it consistently employs — 
should serve as a worrisome warning for our 
country.

After the state greenlighted the industry, for 
example, New Jersey’s licensed online operators 

— who recently gloated about attracting “new, 
younger customers” — have already been 
caught copying some of the worst schemes 
of their overseas counterparts. Last year, ads 
for some of these operators were spotted on 
websites tailored specifi cally to children and 
gambling addicts seeking help. In contrast to 
the brick-and-mortar casino ads, promotions 
for online casinos — which often include off ers 
for “free” bets — put kids a single click away 
from gambling instantly at home or school.

But don’t just take my word for it — here is 
how a 13-year-old British boy who “got hooked 
after seeing adverts for betting websites” de-
scribes the ease with which he was able to lose 
more than $100,000 while gambling on his cell 
phone: “It was just far too easy. I just had to put 

in dad’s name, address, 
date of birth and card 
details and checked a 
box saying I was 18 — it 
took literally seconds 
to register and start 
gambling.”

To make the “far too 
easy” activity even easier 
for children, the top hit 
on a web search on how 
to login to the world’s 
largest online gambling 
company reveals that 
there is a dedicated step-
by-step tutorial video on 
YouTube “for only kids” 
categorized under “edu-
cation.” As Bet365 looks 
to make its mark in the 
United States, it is worth 
noting the company’s 
many controversies — 
from the toddler who 
cost his father north of 
$60,000 and an autistic 
11-year-old who un-
knowingly lost $42,000 
on his grandfather’s ac-
count, to the more than 
6-in-10 British teens 
who said iGaming ads 
made gambling “look 
fun” — should serve as 
a cautionary tale against 
the industry as a whole.

By reversing the Offi  ce of Legal Counsel’s 
2011 Opinion, DOJ is reasserting the federal 
government’s central role in American gam-
bling policy, returning lawmaking authority to 
Congress, and setting the table for the coming 
debate over sports betting. Equally as impor-
tant, by correcting the OLC’s 2011 mistake — a 
defective opinion that ignored congressional 
intent — DOJ is protecting kids and addicts 
before the predatory online gambling industry 
gets the chance to target even more of our most 
vulnerable.

Jon Bruning, a former Nebraska attorney general 
and president of the National Association of Attor-
neys General, is managing partner of Bruning Law 
Group and counsel to the Coalition to Stop Internet 
Gambling.

Regulating 
Internet 
gambling

How the Department        
of Justice protects                

the young and addicts         
from online gambling

By R. Emmett Tyrrell Jr.

D
o you recall back in July of 2016, when candidate 
Donald J. Trump brought down the house at a 
campaign press conference in Miami by jokingly 
pleading with the Russians to hack into Hillary 
Clinton’s emails? 

Bill’s wife Bruno, as we call her, was claiming 
that she had lost some 30,000 emails and so Donald 
Trump got a laugh by saying, “Russia, if you’re 

listening, I hope you’re able to fi nd the 30,000 emails that are missing.” At 
least he got a laugh from the 
civilized minority who were 
following him. Apparently we 
of the civilized minority were 
contributing to an act of treason. 
Possibly, we shall all be indicted.

Over the weekend, The New 
York Times revealed that that 
seemingly harmless joke roused 
the suspicions of the FBI. So 
apparently did a retired British 
spy’s idiotic “dossier,” which 
claimed Mr. Trump was involved 
in some kind of gynecological 
exuberance in a Russian “honey 
trap.” Such claims led the bureau 
to open a secret investigation 
into the Trump campaign and 
his early presidency. The FBI 
has quietly been investigating 
him for a couple of years now 
and will, I have no doubt, insist 
that he has been colluding with 
the Russians on some dark and 
clearly illegal dealings. Though 
The New York Times was care-
ful to add that Special Counsel 
Robert Mueller III has, as yet, 
found no collusion by President 
Trump.

Thus, Donald Trump is the 
fi rst presidential candidate 
ever to be suspected of treason 
in American history. He may be the fi rst to be indicted. Possibly, he will be 
hanged.

Among his high crimes and misdemeanors is an amusing joke and a com-
pletely fi ctional account of his deportment in a Moscow hotel with Russian 
ladies of delight years ago. Dreamed up, I should add, by a man who sounds 
like a pathological liar. Evidence? He was hired by the Clintons. It might sound 
laughable at this stage, but I believe it is the course that will be followed by the 
Democrats in running down a president who has brought so many jobs and 
so much renewed vigor to the American economy. Forget the old saw of the 
Clinton era that “it’s the economy, Stupid.” Critics such as Newt Gingrich say 

the reckless pursuit of Donald Trump sounds like America is heading down 
the path of a banana republic, but who is to stop the president’s opponents?

Meanwhile, the whereabouts of Hillary’s 30,000 emails remains a mystery. 
The misdeeds of the Clinton Foundation are forgotten. And, by the way, what 
about the hundreds of thousands of dollars hauled in from Russia by ex-Presi-
dent Bill Clinton, he of the Churchillian oratory.

Democrats colluding with Russians is an old story, though the Russians 
have usually been communists and I guess you would have expected Demo-
crats to collude with communists in years gone by. But Republicans colluding 
with Russians, even only rumors of Republicans colluding with Russians — 
with specials counsels fi nding no evidence of it — is a serious matter. Watch 

the new Democratic Congress 
take last week’s New York Times 
story as their blueprint for 
investigating President Trump. 
I cannot wait to see what they 
make of the Moscow Hotel 
episode. And will the Moscow 
ladies be supported by Ameri-
ca’s #MeToo movement? 

Yet, as I say, Democrats have 
colluded with Russian com-
munists for years. There was the 
Democrats’ love aff air with the 
Communist agent Alger Hiss 
beginning with Dean Acheson’s 
boast, “I do not intend to turn 
my back on Alger Hiss.” More 
recently there was Sen. Edward 
Kennedy sending his emissary, 
former Sen. John Tunney, to 
Moscow to — I guess the word 
is “collude” — with the head of 
the KGB about how they might 
cooperate with each other to 
beat President Ronald Reagan in 
1984. It has all been documented 
by the historian Paul Kengor in 
his stupendous book, “The Cru-
sader: Ronald Reagan and the 
Fall of Communism.” He even 
reports on where you might fi nd 
the Soviet documents. He got 
them in Moscow.  

More recently, a Democratic president was caught on a live microphone 
telling Russian President Dmitry Medvedev that “I’ll have more fl exibility 
after the election” to handle contentious issues such as missile defense. Is this 
not collusion? But President Obama was not telling a joke. He was serious. In 
America today, jokes and ribaldry are what attract the suspicions of the FBI. 
We live in frivolous times.

R. Emmett Tyrrell Jr. is founder and editor in chief of The American Spectator. He 
is the author most recently of “The Death of Liberalism,” published by Thomas 
Nelson, Inc.

The Democrats’ blueprint for impeachment
They’re circling the wagon, but they’re hardly collusion-free
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By Tammy Bruce

O
ne of the left’s favorite tactics to control a 
society is to divide and conquer. For gen-
erations now the liberal establishment has 
sought to pit blacks against whites, gays 

against straights, and women against men. While 
there are diff erences between people, the concerted 
eff ort to exacerbate problems, increase them and 
then use them politically, continues on.

The latest ridiculous example is from the American 
Psychological Association (APA), which announced 
“new guidelines” regarding boys and men for psy-
chologists in this country. According to the APA, 
something they term “traditional masculinity” is 
shown to limit “males’ psychological development, 
constrain their behavior, result in gender role strain 
and gender role confl ict, and negatively infl uence 
mental and physical health.”

The rank absurdity of this approach is obvious. 
It is leftist ideology and political theory combined 
in a power blender with a massive heaping of sex-
ism and bigotry. 

Essentially, the APA’s guidelines tell psychologists 
in this country to approach boys and men through a 
preconceived gender stereotype and a single lens which 
presumes that masculinity, i.e. natural manhood, is a 
disorder that needs to be manipulated and changed.

This specious approach is bad enough when you’re 
telling medical professionals how to view each indi-
vidual patient. But make no mistake, this nonsense is 
meant to impact how society, and women in particular, 
view men, while also striking at the confi dence and 
security within men’s understanding of themselves.

It appears the APA and the liberal cultural establish-
ment are determined to perpetuate the fraud that all 
men are Harvey Weinstein, Les Moonves, R. Kelly 
and Bill Cosby. But American women and men know 
that’s not true, and obscures the imperative eff ort to 
recognize, isolate and deal with the brutes that do 

roam our world.
These new guidelines are 

discussed as important in the 
wake of the #MeToo move-
ment. Yet this eff ort to confl ate 
all men as predators obscenely 
condemns the very people 
who are our natural partners in 
protecting and elevating us in 
all aspects of our lives.

Here’s what we know about 
American men: The super vast 
majority of them are good, 
wonderful partners in women’s 
lives. Whether these women 
be their mothers, sisters, best 
friends, lovers, wives, or daugh-
ters, American men and their 
masculinity has made Western 
civilization possible through its 

nurturing, protection and development.
The condemnation of masculinity as naturally 

awful and violent misses another important point 
through more gender stereotyping: The horrible 
behavior of some women. The female of the species, 
while our style may be diff erent, engages in sexual ha-
rassment, denigration, sexual assault, battery, murder 
and general mayhem. As women gain more power in 
society, the romantic view of what we are capable of 
will dissipate.

Already there has been signaling to American 
companies to promote the continuing attack on men 
through denigration and scolding. Gillette, the makers 
of razors and shaving cream, heard that call loud and 
clear. The Wall Street Journal reports, “Gillette, the 
Procter & Gamble Co. brand that for three decades has 
used the tagline, ‘The Best A Man Can Get,’ is build-
ing a new campaign around the #MeToo movement, 
a risky approach that will be the latest test of how 
successfully big consumer brands can navigate tricky 
social movements,” it reported.

“The new Gillette ad was meant to inspire positive 
behavior but spends too much time exposing the 
behavior that men have been criticized for,” said Susan 
Cantor, chief executive of branding fi rm RedPeak. 
Men are saying, we feel marginalized, criticized and 
accused rather than feeling inspired empowered and 
encouraged,’” said the paper. 

On Twitter, Fox News’ Greg Gutfeld was even more 
direct, “The only ones lauding the Gillette ad work 
in media/advertising. everyone else sees it for what 
it is: a smarmy, condescending virtue signal aimed 
at the hardworking decent men they been price-
gouging for years.”

Actor James Woods tweeted a sentiment that 
refl ects the overwhelming reaction on social media, 
“So nice to see @Gillette jumping on the ‘men are 
horrible’ campaign permeating mainstream media 
and Hollywood entertainment. I for one will never 
use your product again.” Responding to Mr. Woods, 
a Twitter user posted something indicating Gillette 
may have misread the mood of the country: “Boys 
will be boys, and men will be men. But that doesn’t 
make them jerks. Some boys and men behave badly, 
so do girls and women. Let’s not lump them all 
together. My husband and 2 sons are pretty darn good 
guys. My daughter too.”

While the viral reaction to the Gillette ad makes 
clear Americans are rejecting this eff ort to demonize 
men, it’s worth remembering we’re not dealing with 
just an idiotic misstep by a marketing company. The 
APA guidelines demonizing “masculinity” sends an 
authoritative message to society in general, creating a 
dangerous environment for any boy or man who does 
choose to seek the assistance of a psychotherapist. It’s 
time we stand up for ourselves and insist this patho-
logical frenzy to marginalize boys and men stop.

Tammy Bruce, president of Independent Women’s 
Voice, author and Fox News contributor, is a radio 
talk show host.
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reasons our middle class hasn’t grown or 
gotten a raise in decades. The most aff ected 
are the most vulnerable — those at the bot-
tom of the income ladder. In a 2015 study, 
Harvard Professor George Borjas found 
that competition 
from low-skilled 
immigrants has 
reduced entry-
level middle class 
wages by $800 to 
$1,500 each year. 

House 
Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi loves to 
complain about 
income inequal-
ity. Well, we have 
a chance to do 
something about 
it. Stop the end-
less fl ow of illegal 
labor and watch 
wages rise.

In 2017, 72,000 
Americans 
died from drug 
overdoses, up 
100 percent over 
a decade, and 
it’s accelerating. 
Think about this: 
The drug epi-
demic kills more 
Americans than 
traffi  c deaths 
and homicides 
combined. The 
scourge of drug 
deaths may not 
be new, but it 
is exploding 
across America 
as gangs and drug cartels become more 
adept at exploiting our porous southern 
border. Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion reports confi rm that 300 Americans 
die every week from heroin, 90 percent of 
which comes across our southern border.

In 2017, 134 of these opioid-related 
deaths were in South Carolina’s 1st Con-
gressional District, which I represent. I 
asked local law enforcement offi  cers how 
these deadly drugs are getting into the 
hands of my constituents. 
Their answers echoed fel-
low offi  cers, border offi  cials 
and drug enforcement 
agents across the country: 
the southern border. As 
President Trump has said, 
the status quo response to 
the crisis at our border is no 
longer eff ective.

Democrats claim they’re 
for border security but 
refuse to take any action 
or even participate in good faith negotia-
tions. Mrs. Pelosi’s best and only off er was 
an additional $1 toward border security. 
Sen. Hillary Clinton, Sen. Chuck Schumer 
and Sen. Barack Obama voted in favor of a 
border wall in 2006. Why are they against 
border security now? Is their hatred for 
Mr. Trump stopping them from doing 
what is best for their constituents? They 
see this as a political game that they want 
to win, but at what cost?

Democrats are attempting to make 
this argument solely about a wall, even 
though Mr. Trump has repeatedly said we 
do not need a wall for the entirety of the 
2,000-mile border. The $5.7 billion passed 
by House Republicans in December 
provided for enhanced border security, 

not just a wall. The administration’s 
comprehensive border security strategy 
calls for funds to hire more personnel on 
the ground, implement innovative detec-
tion technology and provide additional 
judges to address the court backlog. 
Border infrastructure will be built where 
it is necessary and eff ective, like in Yuma 
and San Diego, where apprehensions 

have dropped over 90 percent since the 
construction of a barrier. 

The Yuma Border Sector had the 
highest number of illegal crossings in the 
country before a barrier was built, result-
ing in a 95 percent decrease in apprehen-
sions and a 91 percent decrease in crime. 
San Diego County, once “ground zero” for 
illegal immigration, has seen a 92 percent 
decrease in apprehensions since a fence 
was constructed.

Furthermore, any 
meaningful plan to deal 
with illegal immigration 
must require employers 
to verify the employment 
status of the workers they 
hire and penalize the 
employers if they break 
these rules. This system, 
called E-verify, is already 
in place and maintained 
by the federal government. 
Amazingly, employers are 

not required to participate. Mandatory 
E-verify is just one of the top priority 
reforms that is needed to fi x our broken 
immigration system. 

It is time to stop the politics and se-
cure our border.

Democrats are terribly worried about 
who gets blamed for the shutdown. 
Frankly, I don’t care who gets the blame. 
This is a fi ght to keep drugs off  our streets 
and out of the hands of our children. It’s 
a fi ght to keep our communities safe. It’s 
a fi ght for higher wages for hard-working 
Americans and for our economy. 

It’s a fi ght worth having.

Tom Rice is a Republican U.S. representa-
tive from South Carolina.
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By Sally C. Pipes

T
he British National 
Health Service 
(NHS) is unraveling. 
This month, au-
thorities said they’d 
consider relaxing 
offi  cial targets for 
waits in the coun-

try’s emergency rooms. At present, 
the system aims to see and admit, 
discharge or transfer 95 percent of 
patients within four hours.

The NHS hasn’t been able to hit that 
target in years. Naturally, the solution to 
this problem is not to improve patient 
care but to get rid of the target.

Improving care is virtually impossible 
for the NHS. There aren’t enough doctors 
to meet patient needs. And the govern-
ment is running out of other people’s 
money to spend on socialized medicine. 
Ever-longer waits for ever-poorer care are 
the result.

This is exactly what’s in store for 
Americans if progressive Democrats, led 
by the likes of Sen. Bernie Sanders and 
Reps. Pramila Jayapal and Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez, get their way and foist 
Medicare for All upon the United States.

To meet the demand for care, England 
needs about 10,000 additional doc-
tors, 40,000 nurses and 50,000 other 
health care workers. There’s little hope 

of meeting that demand. About half of 
NHS doctors plan to quit, cut their hours 
or move abroad to practice in the near 
future.

British experts are 
calling this shortage of 
medical professionals a 
“national emergency” 
that puts patients’ lives in 
jeopardy. For every day 
a hospital experiences 
a shortage of registered 
nurses, a patient’s risk of 
death increases 3 percent, 
according to a Southamp-
ton University study.

That’s partly because 
strain on the system forces 
medical professionals to 
miss necessary training, 
speed through protocols or 
prioritize quick, band-aid 
fi xes over long-term cures.

Frightening examples 
abound. In one case, medi-
cal staff  started operating 
on the incorrect knee of 
a 69-year-old woman be-
cause they didn’t follow ap-
propriate safety protocols. 
In another, an 86-year-old 
woman died because a feeding tube was 
placed in her lung instead of her stomach; 
the doctor had not been trained properly 
to correct the issue.

Unsurprisingly, 8-in-10 doctors be-
lieve the NHS doesn’t furnish suffi  cient 
resources to allow them to provide high-
quality, safe care, according to a recent 

survey in the British Medical Journal.
Staff  shortages are also forcing hospi-

tals to turn away cancer patients. In No-
vember, one of London’s largest hospitals 

cut chemotherapy treatments because 
it didn’t have enough nurses. Some 500 
patients received cancer treatments there 
last year.

Fewer doctors and 
nurses also means longer 
waits for treatment.

Wait times in the 
United Kingdom rose 40 
percent between 2014 and 
2018. The average wait for 
a hip replacement clocks in 
at four-and-a-half months. 
For a knee replacement, 
it’s nearly fi ve months. 
That’s a lot of extra pain 
and anxiety, especially for 
patients who might not be 
able to walk or work at full 
capacity in the meantime.

In March 2018, 3.8 mil-
lion patients were waiting 
for “non-urgent” treat-
ments like hip and knee 
replacements. By Septem-
ber, 4.1 million patients 
were waiting.

Even the NHS’ build-
ings are degrading patient 
health: 9-in-10 NHS trusts 
run hospitals that have the 

carcinogen asbestos, according to a BBC 
investigation released in December.

British Prime Minister Theresa May 
recently vowed to increase NHS funding 

by $26 billion by 2023 in order to take on 
these problems. But doctors and health 
policy experts believe this won’t be nearly 
enough to do the job, much less keep up 
with rising demand. The NHS already 
faces a budget defi cit of about $5.5 billion.

Despite this crisis across the At-
lantic, socialized medicine is all the 
rage among progressive Democrats in 
the United States. The top contenders 
for the party’s nomination — includ-
ing Sens. Elizabeth Warren, Kamala 
Harris and Mr. Sanders — all support a 
government takeover of the U.S. health 
care system. House Budget Commit-
tee Chairman John Yarmuth just asked 
the Congressional Budget Offi  ce for a 
report on options for implementing a 
nationwide single-payer system. House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi wants to hold 
hearings on Medicare for All.

The United Kingdom off ers an un-
limited array of evidence of the pitfalls 
of single-payer. The Brits may have 
given us The Beatles, David Bowie and 
David Beckham, but importing their 
brand of government-run health care is 
a bad idea.

Sally C. Pipes is president, CEO and 
Thomas W. Smith Fellow in Health Care 
Policy at the Pacifi c Research Institute. 
Her latest book is “The False Promise of 
Single-Payer Health Care” (Encounter 
2018).

Why Britons are sick of single-payer health care
It’s a cautionary reminder why Medicare for All is a liberal fantasy

By Tony Mecia

If you’re a wine lover in Virginia, you should have no 
problem going online to order that bold Napa Cab-
ernet you had at dinner on Saturday. But should you 
live across the border in Kentucky, you’re probably 

out of luck.
The mishmash of alcohol laws often seems baffl  ing and 

arbitrary, remnants of a bygone era of bootleggers and tem-
perance unions. This week, though, the U.S. Supreme Court 
has a chance to clarify the role of states in regulating alcohol 
sales. Tennessee Wine and Spirits Retailers Association v. 
Blair, scheduled to be argued on Wednesday, could wind up 
being a big boon for American tipplers. 

In 2016, Maryland-based Total Wine sought to open 
a store in Tennessee. But Tennessee law requires wine-
store operators to have lived in the state for two years. To 
renew the license a year later, they need to have lived in 
Tennessee for 10 years. Facing the potential of a lawsuit, 

Tennessee asked the courts to determine the legality of the 
residency requirement. Lower courts found the regulation 
unconstitutional.

The case hinges on the tension between the Commerce 
Clause, which largely limits the ability of states to discrimi-
nate against people from out of state, versus the 21st Amend-
ment, which overturned Prohibition in 1933 but also gave 
states wide latitude to regulate alcohol within their borders. 
“If they were to say, yes, the Commerce Clause does 
apply to how the states issue licenses, that really opens 
the door — that forces the states to start to allow Internet 
wine sales,” says Alex Tanford, a law professor at Indiana 
University. He fi led an amicus brief in the case on behalf 
of 81 wine drinkers, including a Bloomington wine-tasting 
club that wanted to try red wines from Argentina but 
could fi nd only four samples in town, and a woman from 
Troy, Michigan, who sought a 1998 Chateau Margaux to 
celebrate her wedding anniversary but was told by her 
local wine shop that it had nothing that old.

The laws preventing these Midwesterners from ac-
quiring the bottles they want date to the end of Prohibi-
tion. Back then, states set up strict oversight of alcohol 
in what is known in the industry as a “three-tier” system, 
with separate regulations and licensing of production, 
distribution and retail sales. In the last few decades, 
courts have chipped away at this regime of protection-
ism. A 2005 Supreme Court case, Granholm v. Heald, 
required states to allow shipments of wine from out-of-
state wineries if they permitted in-state producers to ship 
wine. The case this week could determine if the principle 
of freer interstate commerce is extended to the other two 
pillars of the states’ regulatory regime: Distribution and 

retail. While 43 states allow out-of-state shipments from 
wineries, only 13 states permit out-of-state shipments 
from retailers.

The issue scrambles the usual ideological divide. In 
Granholm, Justices Anthony Kennedy and Antonin Scalia 
joined with three members of the court’s liberal bloc in 
a 5-4 decision. The challenge is applying old law to new 
circumstances, and there’s a lot that’s changing. The num-
ber of beer and liquor producers has more than doubled 
in the last fi ve years: There are now more than 10,000 
wineries, 6,000 breweries and 1,500 distilleries across the 
country. 

Some states have made it clear that their alcohol 
regulations have less to do with public health and safety 
than with propping up retailers and their own fi nancial 
interests. When the head of New Hampshire’s liquor 
commission pushed last year to ban out-of-state retailers 
from shipping to the state, he told legislators: “We are 
looking to protect our retailers and tax structure.” Same in 

Mississippi, where 
investigators last 
year conducted a 
sting by placing 
orders for illegal 
out-of-state wine. 
“We’re losing 
millions of [tax] 
dollars a year 
because so many 
companies are 
shipping alcohol 
into the state,” the 
state’s attorney 
general explained 
at the time.

Tom Wark, 
executive director 
of the National As-
sociation of Wine 
Retailers, says he 
testifi ed in Texas 
two years ago in 
favor of a bill to 
allow retail wine 
shipments. But 
after he fi nished, 

Texas wine retailers took their turn. “They said, ‘Listen, 
we live in this state. We don’t want outsiders coming in 
and selling it. That just ain’t fair.’ It was a pure, protection-
ist, rent-seeking argument,” Mr. Wark says. The bill died 
in committee.

State laws often seem to have little rationale beyond 
protecting the profi ts of local businesses (and cam-
paign contributors). In the name of safety, Florida bans 
direct-to-consumer alcohol shipments, but it allows 
drive-through beer and wine sales, and Miami has some 
24-hour liquor stores. New York doesn’t permit grocery 
stores to sell wine — a policy that sounds extreme except 
when compared with Maryland, which forbids chain 
grocery stores from selling beer and wine. In each of 
those cases, the benefi ciaries of the status quo aren’t just 
avoiding competition. They are also leaning on govern-
ment to claim immunity from the big trends that have 
swept across the retail landscape in the last two decades: 
e-commerce, consolidation, effi  ciency, technology and con-
sumer choice. When Total Wine fi nally opened its fi rst Ten-
nessee store last year after a favorable lower-court ruling, a 
competing wine shop owner griped to the local paper: “The 
problem is the consumer is too tied up into convenience.” 

Being unable to order the right bottle of wine tops 
nobody’s list of the world’s gravest injustices. But in a time 
when anybody can order switchblades, prescription drugs 
and bongs online with just a few clicks, sound public policy 
should allow adults to buy an out-of-state cabernet without 
their government blocking the way.

Tony Mecia, a former senior writer at The Weekly Stan-
dard, is a freelance business writer in Charlotte, N.C.

Enabling adults to buy                  
out-of-state alcohol

The Supreme Court may soon clarify the role of states                        
in regulating alcohol sales

ILLUSTRATION BY GREG GROESCH
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MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL

Dozier turned down other 
off ers to join Nationals

Brian Dozier turned down a more 
lucrative deal to join what he hopes is 
a playoff  team with the Nationals.

The 31-year-old signed a $9 million, 
one-year contract with Washington 

that makes him 
the new second 
baseman and po-
tentially a bridge 
from Daniel Mur-
phy to prospect 
Carter Kieboom. 

Dozier said 
Tuesday other clubs off ered him more 
money and longer deals, but he and his 
wife opted for the opportunity to win 
now.

Dozier’s contract includes $2 mil-
lion deferred without interest until Jan. 
15, 2020. Next winter could bring an 
even bigger windfall if he’s able to get 
his swing back on track.

NFL

Pederson reiterates Wentz 
is Eagles’ No. 1 quarterback

PHILADELPHIA | Philadelphia Eagles 
coach Doug Pederson reiterated 
Tuesday that Carson Wentz will be the 
team’s starting quarterback in 2019.

Wentz missed the fi nal three games 
of the regular season and two playoff  
games because of a back injury. Nick 
Foles led the Eagles to four straight 
wins and was 27 yards away from 
taking them to the NFC championship 
game before his fi nal pass bounced off  
Alshon Jeff ery’s hands and was inter-
cepted to seal a win for New Orleans.

“Yes, Carson is the quarterback 
going forward,” Pederson said.

Foles fi lled in when Wentz tore two 
knee ligaments in December 2017 and 
led the Eagles to their fi rst NFL title 
since 1960, earning Super Bowl MVP 
honors.

The Eagles must decide by mid-
February if they want to exercise a $20 
million option to keep Foles for 2019. 
But Foles could decline it and pay back 
$2 million to become a free agent. 
From wire dispatches and staff  reports.

so many other instances, the 26-year-old 
adjusted to the defense in front of him.

Beal has experience being the Wiz-
ards’ top star without Wall. After all, 
Wall missed 41 games last season with 
a knee injury.

But these days, Beal is better equipped 
for the pressure and attention that comes 
with being the Wizards’ fi rst option.

Since Dec. 28, when Wall sat out with 
what would be a season-ending foot 
injury, Beal has responded with some 
of the best basketball of his career — 
averaging 30.2 points, 5.4 rebounds and 
6.4 assists per game in nine contests. 
He’s shooting effi  ciently, too, knocking 
down 47.2 percent of his attempts (41.2 
percent from deep).

The Wizards are still just 5-4 in that 
span, but they have played at a higher 
level.

“He has a calming infl uence on our 
team,” coach Scott Brooks said, “because 
he’s confi dent in his playmaking. ... He’s 

evolved over these last couple of years, 
more so than ever.”

Beal’s performance against the Rap-
tors marked just his second career triple-
double. Coincidentally, his fi rst also 
happened earlier this season without 

Wall, posting a 40-11-15 stat line against 
the Phoenix Suns on Dec. 22.

In doing so, Beal became just the 
12th player in NBA history to have two 
games in which he fi nished with at least 
40 points, 10 rebounds and 10 assists. 
Only seven of those of players — James 
Harden, Russell Westbrook, Michael 
Jordan, Oscar Robertson, LeBron James, 
Wilt Chamberlain and Pete Maravich — 
did it twice in a season, like Beal.

After the Wizards’ win Friday over 
the Milwaukee Bucks, Beal said he’s 
improved at facing the extra attention 
from defenses. He added he’s able to 
read how teams are defending him and 
can fi nd ways around.

Part of that is due to Beal’s footwork. 
Nurse said Beal is one of the best “start-
stop-start” players in the league, meaning 
he can eff ortlessly cut and turn on a dime 
to juke defenders and create separation.

Nurse said the footwork makes Beal 
hard to keep track of.00

“He’s really crafty with the ball,” 
Nurse said. “He’ll take his time rubbing 
off  a screen to make sure his defender 
gets hit. He’ll burst, stop, cross screen 

and get you on his back, start again. He’s 
just diffi  cult with all his herky-jerky stop-
start. That’s the only way I can put it.”

It’s not just Beal’s scoring that has 
lifted the Wizards. His playmaking abil-
ity has drastically improved. He’s averag-
ing a career-high fi ve assists per game, 
and he’s more comfortable as the engine 
driving the Wizards’ off ense.

“It’s still a work in progress,” Beal 
said. “I defi nitely think it’s defi nitely 
better from last year and every time I’m 
in a situation, it’s slowing down for me 
more and more.”

Opposing coaches speak highly of 
Beal, which could be a good case for 
his All-Star candidacy. Beal is unlikely 
to be voted a starter, given he’s behind 
in the fan vote and the Wizards’ lack of 
success overall.

Still, coaches decide the 14 reserves 
(seven in each conference). With Beal 
seeking his second-straight nomination, 
his recent play has made a compelling 
case.

“Brad has really developed into an 
unbelievable basketball player on both 
ends,” Brooks said.

WIZARDS
From page B12

SPORTS | B11WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16, 2019 ☆ R

SPORTS 
BRIEFS

BY DAVID GINSBURG

ASSOCIATED PRESS

COLLEGE PARK | The most intriguing 
aspect of Maryland’s unexpected ascent 
into the Top 25 is that the Terrapins have 
won in so many diff erent ways — in spite 
of their youth.

During a six-game winning streak 
that’s lifted Maryland into third place in 
the Big Ten, the 19th-ranked Terps (15-3, 
6-1) have rallied from behind, blown big 
leads and prevailed even when their best 
players were held in check.

Last week, highly touted freshman 
Jalen Smith didn’t make a basket, yet 
Maryland overcame a 14-point defi-
cit to beat Indiana. On Monday night, 
the Terrapins squandered a 21-point, 
second-half lead before squeezing past 
Wisconsin, 64-60.

Five of Maryland’s next six games 
will be played away from home, so this 
season’s rollercoaster ride could easily 
continue. Coach Mark Turgeon can only 
hope that his freshman-laden team can 

appreciate what it’s accomplished thus 
far and will continue to grow.

“We are the fi fth youngest team in 
Division I basketball,” Turgeon said after 
the Wisconsin game, an assertion he’s 
reiterated since the season opener. “It’s 
the best league in the country, and just 
to get another (win) is terrifi c for us. It’s 

not getting any easier. We have to go on 
the road, Ohio State, Michigan State the 
next two games.”

Maryland was cruising against the 
Badgers until 6-foot-10 sophomore Bruno 
Fernando picked up his fourth foul. Within 
fi ve minutes, a 51-36 lead became 57-54.

“We didn’t have Bruno most of the 

second half because of foul trouble. But 
we found a way to win and we just con-
tinue to fi nd a way to win,” sophomore 
guard Darryl Morsell said.

Maryland is 5-1 when trailing at half-
time, including 4-0 in the Big Ten. During 
their current winning streak, the Terps 
trailed Radford, Minnesota and Indiana 
before rallying.

The script was fl ipped against Wis-
consin. Maryland gave away a 33-15 
halftime lead before Anthony Cowan 
Jr. came to the rescue with the game-
winning shot from beyond the arc in the 
closing seconds.

“Everybody is saying you have to start 
games better, but I would rather fi nish 
them better, right?” Turgeon said. “So 
now everybody is going to be saying we 
need to fi nish the games better.”

Morsell, and freshmen Smith, Eric 
Ayala, Aaron Wiggins and Ricky Lindo 
Jr. have performed well as the supporting 
cast for Cowan, the team’s leading scorer, 
and Fernando, a force in the middle who 
could very well be headed to the NBA 

after this season.
“He’s a load. He’s a much improved 

player, fi rst to second year,” Indiana coach 
Archie Miller said of Fernando. “He’s one 
of the better guys in our league.”

Maryland survived against Wiscon-
sin on a night Fernando was limited to 
10 points in 21 minutes, mostly because 
Cowan was there when it counted most.

“The key to their team is Anthony 
Cowan,” Miller said. “They have a good 
system, he has good players around him 
so he has space to play. He’s really tough 
to cover 1 on 1.”

Back in October, Turgeon said this 
would be a team that improved as the 
season wore on. That’s what happened 
so far, and the goal is to keep it going 
through the NCAA Tournament.

“We have a huge upside. We talk 
about it in the locker room all of the 
time,” Turgeon said. “I’d like to think 
how far we’ve come since Dec. 27, where 
can we be on Feb. 1 and where can we 
be on Feb. 15. We’ll see, because it’s a 
willing team.”

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Rising Terrapins continue to improve, fi nd new ways to win
“We have a huge 

upside. We talk about 
it in the locker room 

all of the time. I’d 
like to think how far 

we’ve come since Dec. 
27, where can we be 
on Feb. 1 and where 

can we be on Feb. 15. 
We’ll see, because 
it’s a willing team.”

— Mark Turgeon, Maryland coach
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with a statue outside Guaranteed Rate 
Field to mark his 14 seasons with the 
Chicago White Sox and elected to the 
Orioles’ Hall of Fame to honor his 
seven years in Baltimore, a player 
who suff ered with bad knees for 
much of his 22-year career, limited to 
designated hitter but still slugged 386 
career home runs and drove in 1,628 
— is now an embarrassment to the 
Hall of Fame.

Committee members — specifi -
cally White Sox owner Jerry Reinsdorf, 
Hall of Fame general manager Pat 
Gillick (who had Baines on his Orioles 
rosters) and Hall of Fame manager 
Tony LaRussa, his manager in Chi-
cago — had the knowledge to believe 
that Baines is a Hall of Famer. Of the 
16 ballots on the committee, Baines 
was named on 12 of them. When he 
was on the baseball writers’ ballot, I 
voted for Baines. Having covered him 
in Baltimore and knowing the respect 
and reverence in which he was held by 
teammates, I believed he was a Hall of 
Famer.

Now, you may believe otherwise. 
And you would be entitled to do so. 
That’s a disagreement. That’s a debate.

It’s not a holy war.
OK, here is my Hall of Fame ballot: 

Roy Halladay, Jeff  Kent, Edgar Mar-
tinez, Fred McGriff , Mike Mussina, 
Mariano Rivera, Omar Vizquel, Billy 
Wagner and Larry Walker. No Barry 
Bonds, no Roger Clemens, no Manny 
Ramirez and other performance-
enhancing substance abusers with 
circumstantial evidence connections.

I’ve stated my thoughts year after 
year on the cheaters. Bonds admit-
ted to using substances in grand jury 
testimony, but claimed he didn’t know 
what it was. Clemens was named in 
the Mitchell Report and I believed 
his chief accuser, Brian McNamee. 
Ramirez was suspended twice for 
violating baseball’s drug policy.

This notion that because I don’t 
know who else may or may not have 
used steroids that I can’t judge the 
ones that I know used is ridiculous. As 
far as past cheaters fi nding their way 
into the Hall, I didn’t vote for them and 
I am not bound by previous votes — 
another ridiculous notion.

Now Bonds and Clemens may 
wind up getting past the 75 percent 
needed for election in their fi nal years 
of eligibility. If they do, fi ne. I think 
it will do irreparable damage to the 
Hall membership, some of whom have 
made it clear they don’t want these 
cheaters on stage with them for Hall 
of Fame weekend. But if that’s what 
voters decide, fi ne. I won’t throw a fi t 
or boycott the voting as some of the 
Cheated Generation have done, as if 
they taking some kind of noble stand 
for, of all people, cheaters.

Something surrounding the baseball 
Hall of Fame voting may be embarrass-
ing, but it isn’t Harold Baines.

⦁ You can hear Thom Loverro on 
106.7 The Fan Wednesday afternoons 
and Saturday and Sunday mornings 
and also on the Kevin Sheehan Show 
podcast every Tuesday and Thursday.

LOVERRO
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Former slugger Harold Baines’ impact 
on two franchises was a reason for being 
selected to the Baseball Hall of Fame by 
the Modern Era Committee last month.

Oubre said. “I’m from New Orleans. 
Culture and just swag kind of runs in 
our blood out there.”

Oubre was 10 years old when Hur-
ricane Katrina forced his family to make 
an abrupt move to the Houston area, even 
though they had nowhere to go.

“It was really tough,” he said. “It was 
the toughest thing I’ve ever had to deal 
with in my life. Homeless, having to sleep 
in your car, hotels, things like that. But 
my dad, he pushed us through. He was 
a real soldier.”

Once he was fi nally settled in Texas, 
Oubre developed into one of the top high 
school players in the country. He went 
to Kansas and chose to enter the NBA 
draft after just one college season. The 
Atlanta Hawks selected him 15th overall 
in 2015 and sent him to Washington in 
a draft-day trade. Through three-plus 
seasons, Oubre brought his trademark 
energy to the Wizards.

“I’ve always brought that,” Oubre said. 
“Even in D.C., I was the youngest person 
on the team for three years, but I still 
brought that energy and that tenacity. 
I continue to do that and kind of make 
that my mark.”

The Suns were looking to trade 

Trevor Ariza, who was not working out 
as a veteran teammate on a very young 
team. When a three-team deal with 
Washington and Memphis fell apart, 
Phoenix wound up sending Ariza on Dec. 
17 to the Wizards for Oubre and Austin 
Rivers. The Suns quickly released Rivers 
but had plans for Oubre, and he’s been 
more than they could have hoped for.

Defense always has been Oubre’s 
strength and he’s helped the Suns trans-
form that part of their game. 

“Defensively, he can help us with his 
length and size,” Phoenix coach Igor 
Kokoskov said. “He’s a competitor.”

While his off ense has been inconsistent 

over the years, Oubre has had some of his 
best games scoring recently.

Phoenix is 2-1 in its last three – with 
homecourt wins over Sacramento and 
Denver – despite the absence of Booker 
with back spasms. Oubre matched his 
career high with 26 points in each of 
those victories.

He compares his playing style as “a 
dog-like mentality.”

“When I’m on the court I feel as if I 
can’t be stopped and can stop everybody 
who’s in my way, too,” Oubre said. “I think 
that kind of translates over to some of the 
guys on the court and we just go hard. 
We play well together.”

That constant energy has quickly made 
him a favorite of fans and teammates.

“His aggression, it’s really conta-
gious,” rookie Deandre Ayton said. 

Oubre is just 23 years old but because 
he came to the NBA at such a young age 
he will be a restricted free agent at the 
end of the season. He hopes to stay with 
the Suns as part of this young group that 
is showing positive signs, at last.

“I would love to stay here, man,” he 
said. “I don’t like to move around. I’ve been 
moving around enough in my life. I want a 
place to call home for a very long time. I’m 
here now and I’m trying to make the best 
out of this opportunity. The city loves me, 
management loves me and I just continue 
to show that love back.” 

NBA
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Phoenix Suns forward Kelly Oubre Jr. is a 
restricted free agent aft er the season. At 
23 years old, Oubre says he’d like to stay 
with the Suns as part of a young group.

dropped the opening two sets against 
qualifi er Kamil Majchrzak, and Fognini 
advanced when their opponents retired 
mid-match.

French Open fi nalist Dominic Thiem 
went the distance against Benoit Paire 
before wrapping up a 6-4, 6-3, 5-7, 1-6, 6-3 
win just after 2 a.m.

Williams’ older sister, Venus, is un-
seeded at a major for the fi rst time in 
fi ve years and she was a game from a 
fi rst-round exit before coming all the way 
back to eliminate 25th-seeded Mihaela 
Buzarnescu 6-7 (3), 7-6 (3), 6-2.

She is a seven-time major champion 
and a two-time runner-up in Australia 
but is currently ranked only 36th.

The tournament’s two No. 1 seeds, 
Novak Djokovic and Simona Halep, 
played at night and both won — al-
though in contrasting fashion. Djokovic 
eliminated Mitchell Krueger of the U.S. 
6-3, 6-2, 6-2, while Halep trailed by a set 
and a break before coming back to beat 
Kaia Kanepi 6-7 (2), 6-4, 6-2 and avoid 
becoming the fi rst top-seeded woman 
in 40 years to lose her opening match at 

the Australian Open.
Krueger was part of a rough day for 

American men, who went 1-5 Tuesday; 
Ryan Harrison had the lone victory.

Two years ago, no one knew Ser-
ena Williams was carrying her child 
while winning her 23rd major to break 
a tie with Steffi   Graf for the most in the 
half-century professional era. Her baby, 
Olympia, was born on Sept. 1, 2017, and 
Williams was off the tour until last 
March. Her Grand Slam return came 
at the 2018 French Open, where she 

reached the fourth round before with-
drawing with an injured chest muscle, 
and was followed by runner-up showings 
at Wimbledon and the U.S. Open.

Because of a health scare after giving 
birth, Serena wears compression stock-
ings during matches to try to make sure 
she doesn’t get blood clots again.

On a humid afternoon with the tem-
perature topping 90 degrees (32 Celsius) 
Tuesday, she wore a green leotard of 
sorts — she called it a “Serena-tard” — 
and while her dangerous serve produced 
only two aces, her other, considerable, 
tools were in working order.

When she returned to the tour last 
season, she often was asked to rate 
herself in comparison to how good she 
played in the past.

The younger Williams sister has no 
interest in that sort of comparison now.

“I don’t want to give myself a ranking 
anymore. I think it gives me too much 
negative expectations. I always expect 
to reach the sky, and anything below it 
is not good enough for me,” said Serena, 
who’ll face 2014 Wimbledon runner-up 
Eugenie Bouchard next. “I don’t know. 
I just know that I’m going in the right 
direction. I feel like I’m in the right direc-
tion. We’ll see.”

TENNIS
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Serena Williams overpowered Tatjana 
Maria, 6-0, 6-2, on Tuesday in the fi rst 
round of the Australian Open, in her return 
since winning in 2017 while pregnant.
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Wizards guard Bradley Beal had his 
second career triple-double on Sunday 
against the Raptors. His fi rst also came 
this season in a game without John Wall.
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W
e are on the brink 
of opening up the 
well of poison 
that has become 

the Baseball Hall of Fame 
announcements.

Voting has already taken 
place among the eligible base-
ball writers, and the results 
will be revealed on Tuesday, 
Jan. 22. Many 
ballots have 
already been 
made public 
by voters, and 
I’ll make mine 
public here. 
But as I have 
often said, 
the vote often 
turns into a 
venom-fi lled 
referendum on truth and justice 
instead of simply a decision 
about a baseball player’s career.

The hostility and resent-
ment that has come to defi ne 
Hall of Fame voting is fueled 
by two camps — the numbers 
geeks who believe all you need 
to know about a player’s Hall 
of Fame status can be found on 
their keyboards with their cou-
rageous fi ngertips, and the vot-
ers who have decided that the 
failure of their brethren to date 
to vote known performance-en-
hancing substance abusers into 
the Hall is somehow a human 
rights violation.

The stat warriors battled 
against pitcher Jack Morris 
for the entire time he was on 
the ballot. But the committee 
known as the Modern Base-
ball Era committee, consisting 
of former baseball players, 
managers and executives with 
knowledge beyond a website, 
know what a standout pitcher 
Morris was. They elected Mor-
ris — the pitcher you wanted 
on the mound in a big game for 
a decade — in 2017.

The stat warriors who fail 
to recognize the diff erence 
between information and 
knowledge get angry enough 
when baseball writers ignore 
their petty whining. To have 
those who have played and 
worked in the game do so is 
the path to the destruction of 
Cooperstown.

“How Jack Morris compli-
cates future of Hall of Fame 
pitcher selections,” read the 
story by David Schoenfi eld of 
ESPN after Morris’ election by 
the committee — a blatant case 
of the epidemic of “what about” 
that we suff er from in today’s 
society, as if Morris’ candidacy 
on its own wasn’t enough to 
judge.

At least that wasn’t as bad 
as a Sports Illustrated story by 
Jon Taylor last month about the 
committee’s decision to elect 
Harold Baines and Lee Smith 
to the Hall of Fame, which 
declared, “Harold Baines’ Stun-
ning Hall of Fame Election is an 
Embarrassment.”

That has what it has become 
— a decent man who had a 
big impact on two franchises, 

Pick Hall of 
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BY HOWARD FENDRICH

ASSOCIATED PRESS

MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA | This 
was quite a return for Serena Wil-
liams. Almost as if she never left.

In her fi rst match at the Aus-
tralian Open since winning the 
2017 title while pregnant — and 
her fi rst offi  cial match anywhere 
since a loss in the chaotic U.S. 

Open fi nal last September — Wil-
liams looked to be at her domi-
nant best, overpowering Tatjana 
Maria 6-0, 6-2 in the fi rst round 
Tuesday.

“I kind of like to jump in the 
deep end and swim,” Williams 
said in an on-court interview 
after the 49-minute workout, “and 
see what happens.”

She hadn’t dipped her toe in 

Grand Slam waters since New 
York, where everything devolved 
after Williams was warned for 
getting coaching, then docked a 
point for breaking a racket and 
eventually docked a game for 
calling the chair umpire “a thief” 
during the fi nal.

The match against Maria 
was not much of a test for Wil-
liams, given that the 74th-ranked 

German entered with an 11-15 
record in fi rst-round matches at 
Grand Slam tournaments, only 
once has made it as far as the third 
round at any major and owns a 
total of one career WTA title after 
a dozen years on the tour.

Williams, meanwhile, is pur-
suing an eighth title in Melbourne 
and 24th Slam singles trophy 
overall, which would equal 

Margaret Court — whose career 
spanned the amateur and pro-
fessional eras — for the most in 
tennis history.

“I have been going for the 
record (for) what seems like for-
ever now,” the 37-year-old Wil-
liams said, “so it doesn’t feel any 
diff erent.”

Other seeded winners Tues-
day included No. 4 Naomi Osaka, 

No. 7 Karolina Pliskova, No. 12 
Elise Mertens, No. 13 Anastasija 
Sevastova, No. 17 Madison Keys 
and No. 18 Garbine Muguruza 
among the women, plus No. 4 Al-
exander Zverev, No. 8 Kei Nishi-
kori, No. 11 Borna Coric and No. 
12 Fabio Fognini among the men.

Both Nishikori, who had 
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Serena Williams looks like her dominating best in Australian Open return

BY BOB BAUM

ASSOCIATED PRESS

PHOENIX | In less than a 
month in Phoenix, Kelly Oubre 
Jr. is bringing energy, defense and 
scoring — not to mention style — 
to the perennial last-place Suns.

Teammate Devin Booker said 
there’s no use trying to top Oubre 
when it comes to the way he 
dresses away from the game.

“That’s the fashion king, man,” 
Booker said after the Suns prac-
ticed Monday. “I just stay out of 
the way.”

It’s an aspect of life that Oubre 
takes seriously. He even served 
as an intern at Esquire magazine 
two summers ago. When did that 
sense of style begin?

“Out of the womb, man,” 

NBA

Oubre bringing energy, 
style to Suns after deal

Phoenix Suns 
forward Kelly 
Oubre Jr. 
matched his 
career high 
with 26 points 
in both of his 
new team’s 
recent home 
wins over 
Sacramento 
and Denver.
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BY MATTHEW PARAS

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

For the fi rst 12 minutes of Sun-
day’s loss against the Toronto 
Raptors, Wizards star Bradley 
Beal hardly made a shot.

The Raptors used a variety 
of defensive approaches to stop 
him, just as Toronto coach Nick 
Nurse said before the game that 
they would. Beal was double-
teamed and met with a swarm of 
bodies whenever he drove to the 
rim. It was evident the Raptors 
made stopping Beal their No. 1 
priority — which has been the 
game plan for teams facing the 
Wizards since John Wall was lost 
for the season.

But by the end of the Raptors’ 
140-138 double-overtime win, 
Beal had 43 points, 10 rebounds 
and 15 assists. Just as he had for 

BEAL-ING IT
ALL-STAR GUARD HAS 
UPPED HIS GAME IN 
ABSENCE OF WALL

» see WIZARDS | B11

24.8
Bradley Beal’s points per 

game average this season, 
which is a career high.

“He has a calming 
infl uence on our team 
because he’s confi dent 

in his playmaking. ... 
He’s evolved over these 

last couple of years, 
more so than ever.”

— Scott Brooks, Wizards coach

30.2
Beal’s points per game average since Dec. 28, 

when All-Star guard John Wall sat out with what 
would be a season-ending foot injury.
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